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P. 10, Note I, dele and xxviii. 

16, line 29, for “ put + 

19, line 12, for from, read for. 

20, title to Sect. V. for ſmiteh, read ſmiteth. 

21, line 7, inſtead of three of his captains, read and the three 

captains. 

42, line ult, for wordly, read <vorldly, 
| 49, dele lines 1 and 2. | 

51, line 5, for Ahaſel, read Abner. 

52, line 18 and 20, for Michir and Michar, read Machir. 

74, line 15, for thee, read three, 

27, ſection XVII. title, for Shemei, read Shimei, 

go, line ult, after ſake, add O Lox D. 

99, line 9, after ſpirit, add “, and at bottom put * Pf, xxxiw. 
104, line 26, for he, read here, | 
119, line 8, for come, read came. 

166, line 23, for Anaithoth, read Anathoth. 

173, for cannot, read all not. 

177, line 12, dele it. 

183, line 27, for reth, read red. 

185, line 15, for Ahiſha, read Ahiſtai. 

201, line 15, dele that. 

202, note, for 1 Chron. xxii, 24, 25, read 1 Chron, xxiii. 3, 45 5» 
_ 204, note , after Pſalm xcvi. add and cxxxvi. 

205, line 1, before worſhip, put O. 

211, verſe 7 ſhould come before 4. 

223, dele the two firſt verſes, 

230, note, for 45, read 52. 

236, line 3, for queen, read gueen's fifter, 

254, note, for 1 Kings xiii, 20, read 2 Kings xxiii. 16. 

270, for Sect. XLIY, read XLYVT. 

| | P. 273» 
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P. 273, for Section XLV. read XLII. -N. B. From page 273, 
go on regularly, and conſequently are all numbered 
wrong. 

274, note, for xviii. read xwii, 

277, line 5, for Jordon, read Jordan. 

284, note, for Acts x. 34, 35, read Heb, x1. 35.—for Heb, xi. 
35, read As xi. 34, 35» 

419, note, before Xings xv. 1. put 2. 
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David's PowER INCREASETH—ABNER REVOLT= 
ETH TO HIM—JoAB KILLETH AN ER— D- 
VID MOURNETH FOR HIM, 


ND unto David were born in Hebron ſix ſons, 
Amnon, Chileab, Abſalom, Adonijah, She- 
phatiah, and Ithream. 

And it came to pafs while there was war between 
the houſe of Saul and the houſe of David, that Abner 
made himſelf ſtrong for the houſe of Saul. 

But Abner was very wroth, for the words of Iſh- 


boſheth had provoked him, and he ſaid, Am a dog's 


head, which againſt Judah do ſhew kindneſs this day 
unto the houfe of Saul thy father, to his brethren, 
and to his friends, and have not delivered thee into 
the hands of David? So do Gop to Abner, and more 


alſo, except as the LoxD hath ſworn to David, even 


fo I do to him: to tranſlate the kingdom from the 
houſe of Saul, and to ſet up the throne of David over 


Iſrael and over Judah, from Dan even to Beer-ſheba. 


And Ith-boſheth could not anſwer Abner a word 
again, becauſe he feared him. 

Abner ſent meſſengers to David on his behalf, ſay- 
ing, Whoſe is the land? . ſaying alſo, Make thy 
league with me, and behold, my hand ſhall be with 
thee, to bring about all Iſrael unto thee, 

Vor. III. 8 | And 


5 MICHAL DEMAND ED. 


And David faid, Well, I will make a league with 
thee: but one thing I require of thee, that is, Thou 
ſhalt not ſee my face, except thou firſt bring Mi- 
chal, Saul's daughter, when thou comeſt to ſee my 
face. 


And David ſent meſſengers to Iſh-boſheth Saul's | 


ſon, ſaying, Deliver me my wife Michal, which I 
eſpouſed. 

And Ith-boſheth ſent, and took her from her huſ- 
band, even from Phaltiel the ſon of Laiſh. 

And her huſband went with her along weeping be- 


hind her to Bahurim: then faid Abner unto him, 


Go, return. And he returned, 

And Abner had communication with the elders of 
Iſrael, faying, Ye ſought for David in times paſt to be 
king over you. 

Now then do it; for the Lox p hath ſpoken of Da- 
vid, ſaying, By the hand of my ſervant David I will 
fave my people Iſrael out of the hand of the Philiſ- 
tines, and out of the hand of all their enemies. 


And Abner alſo ſpake in the ears of Benjamin: and 


Abner went alſo to ſpeak in the cars of David in He- 

bron, all that ſeemed good to Iſrael, and that ſeemed 

good to the whole houſe of Benjamin. | 
So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty 


men with him: and David made Abner, and the men 


that were with him, a feaſt. 


And Abner faid unto David, I will ariſe, and go, 
and will gather all Iſrael unto my lord the king, that 


they 
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ABNER's DEATH, 3 


they may make a league with thee, and that thou 


mayeſt reign over all that thine heart defireth. And 
David ſent Abner away; and he went in peace. 

And behold the ſervants of David and Joab came 
from purſuing a troop, and brought in a great ſpoil 
with them : (but Abner was not with David in He- 
bron, for he had ſent him away, and he was gone in 
peace) When Joab and all the hoſt that were with 
him, were come, they told Joab, ſaying, Abner the 
ſon of Ner came to the king, and he hath fent him 
away, and he is gone in peace. 

Then Joab came to the king, and ſaid, What 
haſt thou done? behold, Abner came unto thee, Why 
is it that thou has ſent him away, and he is quite 


gone? thou knoweſt Abner the ſon of Ner, that he 


came to deceive thee, and to know thy going out and 
thy coming in, and to know all that thou doeſt. 

And when Joab was come out from David, he ſent 
meſſengers after Abner, which brought him again 
from the well of Sirah; but David knew it not. 

And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab 
took him aſide in the gate to ſpeak with him quietly : 
and {mote him there under the fifth rib, that he died, 
tor the blood of Aſahel his brother. 

And afterward when David heard it, he ſaid, I and 
my kingdom are guiltleſs before the LoRxD for ever, 


from the blood of Abner the ſon of Ner : let it reſt _ 
on the head of Joab, and on all his father's houſc, 


and let there not fail from the houſe of Joab one that 
0 hath 
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4 ABNERs BURIAL. 

hath an iſſue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth on a 
ſtaff, or that falleth on the ſword, or that lacketh 
bread. 

So Joab and Abiſhai his brother ſlew Abner, be- 
cauſe he had ſlain their brother Aſahel at Gibeon in 
the battle, | | 

And David ſaid to Joab, and to all the people that 
were with him, Rent your clothes, and gird you with 
fackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And king Da- 
vid himſelf followed the bier. | 

And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the king 
lift up his voice, and wept at the grave of Abner; 
and all the people wept. 

And the King lamented over Abner, and ſaid, 
Died Abner as a fool dieth? thy hands were not 


bound, nor thy feet put in fetters: as a man falleth 


before wicked men, fo felleſt thou. And all the 
people wept again over him. 


And when all the people came to cauſe David to 1 
eat meat while it was yet day, David ſware, ſaying, ö 


So do Gop to me, and more alfo, if I taſte bread or 


ought elſe, till the fun be down. 


And all the people took notice of it, and it pleaſed 
them: as whatſoever the king did, pleaſed all the 
people. 

For all the people, and all Iſrael underſtood that 
day, that it was not of the king to ſlay Abner the ſon 


of Ner. 


And 
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Dp AVI Ds AFFLICTION. p 


And the king ſaid unto his ſervants, Know ye not 
that there 1s a prince and a great man fallen this day 
in Iſrael. 

And I am this day weak, though anointed king; 
and theſe men the ſons of Zeruiah be too hard for 
me: the Lond ſhall reward the doer of evil accord- 
ing to his wickedneſs, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The truce which was made between Joab and Abner, 
ſeems to have been of fhort continuance ; but we do not find 
that David himſelf went forth to fight againſt the family of 
Saul, though there were frequent conteſts with their followers. 
Iſh-boſheth is ſuppoſed to have been a perſon of mean abi- 
lities, as he did not attend his father and brethren to the 
field of battle; and it is imagined, that Abner thought to 


rule the kingdom, by dictating to Iſh-boſheth ; but when he 


found that his party declined, and David's was continually 
increaſing, he formed a deſign of bringing about a revolu— 
tion, which he had reaſon to ſuppoſe would be very agree 
able to the Iſraelites in general; he therefore took advan- 
tage of a trifling affront, which Iſh-boſheth gave him, and 


inſtantly deſerted his cauſe. 


The intereſt of ſo powerful a man as Abner, was a very 


deſirable acquiſition to David: but he placed his dependance- 
on Gop alone, and therefore would not enter into any league: 
with him, till Michal was reſtored; for certainly, Saul's: 


having given her to another, was a great indignity to Da- 


vid; and it is likely that he had a peculiar affection for her, 
as it was evident ſhe had for him, by her havin ghazarded her 
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0 ABNER'Ss RECEPTION. 


own life to ſave his; and perhaps ſhe might have intimated 
to him, by ſome means or other, her dz/ire to return; which 
he could ſcarcely in honour deny, as ſhe was the perſon who 
had made him a &ng*s ſon-in-law. There is an appearance 
of cruelty in lis diftreſling Phaltiel; but we muſt conſider, 
that David only required him to reſtore, what he had no right 10 
kerp, and therefore he was not a proper object of pity; and 
tis /ifent ſorrow proves, that he knew he had no reaſon to 
complain of imjrfice in David's behaviour. | 

Abner was received with great joy as the reſtorer of Mi- 
chal, and the meſſenger of good news; and David made a 
treaty with him, which he certainly had a right to do; for 
had he declined it, he would have acted an wnjuft part by the 
Iſraelites in general, and the men of Fudah in particular, in 
rejecting an opportunity of uniting thoſe, who had been /e- 

parated by the unlawful uſurpation of Tſh-boſheth “. | 
4 Joab was jealous that Abner would be preferred to him- 
ſeit; and having beſides great enmity towards him, on ac- 
count of his brother Afahel, he concerted with Abiſhai, and 
they reſolved to diſpatch him. 

Abner's fate teaches us, how uncertain are all the purpoſes 
of man; he had formed great projects, and promiſed great 
things; but behold they were all ſubverted, and he died as 
a fool dieth! Bad he ated from good motives, it is likely 
he would have been ſucceſsful; but though he knew the de- 
termination of God in reſpect to David's being king, he at 
firſt oppoſed him from ſelſſb and ambitious views, and would 
not have joined him at all, if he had not been diſappointed 
in them. 


Joab's behaviour was treacherous in the greateſt degree, 


and very unbecoming the character of a renowned warrior; 
for he ſhed the blood of war in peace, and in the ve gate, 
which was the place of judgment, and therefore he did it in 


* Sce Chandlet's and Delany's Lite of David. 
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DAVID's LAMENTATION.. 7 


defiance of juſtice. David was ſtruck with abhorrence of the 
bloody deed, and lamented that the unſettled ſtate of his 
kingdom prevented his taking juſt vengeance on the mur- 
derers : the curſes which he imprecated on Joab, ſound very 
harſhly in the ear of a Chriſtian ; but they proceeded from 
the king's love for his people, as there was cauſe to fear, that 
his ſuffering a murderer to go unpiiniſhed in the land of Iſracl, 
which was ſo peculiarly ſanctiſied by the Divine PRESENCE, 
might bring a curſe on the nation, as they were commanded 
not to let a murderer live amongſt them ; therefore, David 
dewvoutly prayed, that the LoRD would ſpare him and his peo- 
ple, and confine the curſe to Joab, as he could not at that 
time do the juſtice which God in caſe of murder required. 
The pathetic lamentation which David uttered for the un- 
timely fate of that great man, Abner, drew tears from 
every eye, and convinced the people that he was pertectly 
innocent of his death. 


CP; 
BAAN AH AND RECHAB SLAY ISH-BosHETH. 


ND when Saul's ſon heard that Abner was dead 
in Hebron, his hands were feeble, and al! the 
Iſraelites were troubled. | 5 
And Saul's ſon had two men that were captains of 
bands: the name of the one was Baanah, and the 
name of the other Rechab, the ſons of Rimmon a 
Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin: (for Beeroth 
alſo was reckoned to Benjamin; and the Beerothites 
fled to Gittaim, and were ſojourners there until this 


Pate 
* 84 . And 


| 
| 
2 
| 
1 
| 
g 


| 
| 
l 
: 
14 
f 


8 ISH-BOSHETH SLAIN, 


And Jonathan, Saul's ſon, had a ſon that was 
lame of his feet, and was five years old when the ti- 
dings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and 
his nurſe took him up, and fled: and it came to paſs 
as ſhe made haſte to flee, that he fell, and became 
lame; and his name was Mephüboſheth. 

And the ſons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab 
and Baanah, went, and came abour the heat of the 
day to the houſe of Iſh-boſheth, who lay on a bed at 
noon ? and they ſmote him and flew him, and be- 
headed him, and took his head, and gat them away 
through the plain all night. 

And they brought 'the head of Iſh-boſheth unto 
David to Hebron, and ſaid to the king, Behold the 
head of Iſh-boſheth the ſon of Saul, thine enemy, 
which ſought thy life; and the Lorp hath avenged 
my lord the king this day of Saul, and of his ſeed. 

And David ſaid unto them, As the Lord liveth, 
who hath redeemed my foul out of all adverſity, when 
one told me, ſay ing, Behold Saul is dead, (thinking 
to have brought good tidings) I took hold of him, 
and flew him in Ziklag, who thought that I would 
have given him a reward for his tidings: how much 
more, when wicked men have flain a righteous perſon, 
in his own houſe, upon his bed? ſhall I not therefore 
now require his blood of your hand, and take you 
away from the earth ? 

And David commanded his young men, and they 
flew them, and cut off their hands and their feet, 
and hanged them up over the pool in Hebron : but 


they 
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they took the head of Iſh-boſheth, and buried it in 
the ſepulchre of Abner, in Hebron. 


' ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Abner's death threw Iſh-boſneth and the Iſraelites into the 
utmoſt confuſion: he had not aùilities to defend bis on carſ., 
and it was in vain for hen to reit the growing power of Da- 
vid without a leader. 

The Beerothites, who murdered Iſh-boſheth, certainly 
intended to ingratiate themſelves with David, by clearing 
his way to the throne of Iſracl; but they had either forgot, 
or not heard of his treatment of the Amalekite who boaſted 
of having ſlain Saul. It was neceſſary, for the vindication of 
his own character, that David ſhould puniſu treachery. 

The Beerothites are ſuppoſed to have been Benjamites, 
who after the battle of Gilboa, fled to Beeroth, a city which 
S had formerly belonged to the Gibeonites, but was evacuated 


W 
WY 


i 6 
tb et hut EI = 8 CS = 


25-4 4 


by Saul's deſtroying them. 
Iſh-boſlieth is mentioned by David as a rghrrons perſon, 
. . TJ 6 8 
and ſo he might be in reſpect to Rechab and Baanah; for it 
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does not appear that he had either done, or deſigned them 


S 


any ill. But he was not the K1xG appointed by the LORD; 
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2 


and therefore David having been anointed by the command 


* of Gop, was juſtified in oppopeng him, and taking all proper 
4; meaſures for recovering his own right. Iſh-boſlieth certainly 


had no pretenſions to the throne, even ſuppoſing that he was 
2 not ſatisfied of David's having been choſen by the Lo RD; be- 


cauſe Mephibotheth, Jonathan's fon, was tie Jawfel heir, if 
the crown had deſcended in lincal ſucceſſion ; and therefore he 


5 o 


mould in that caſe have fought for %, and maintained his 
claim, inſtead of u the benign power lämſelf. 
The ſevere ſentence which David pronounced againſt the 


murderers, proves, that he was deſirous to wait till it ſhould 
B 5 | picaſe 


10 REGULATION OF THE ARMY. 


pleaſe Gop to bring him to the throne, and that he parti- 
cularly wiſhed no violence might be done to any of Saul's 
family. 


0 
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David ſpent ſeven years and ſix months at Hebron; and as 
it appears that he did not take the field during that time, we 
may conjecture that he employed himſelf in ſettling and regu- 
lating Ins ARMY; for we may learn from different parts of 
ſcripture*, that he appointed twelve courſes of military men 
tor the ſervice of the year, cach conſiſting of 24,000 ſoldiers, 
with their proper officers included, to do military duty where- 
ever occaſion required, one month in every year. It + like- 
wiie appears, that the officers of each courſe, were uſually 
the fathers of the principal families of which that courſe con- 
titted, fo that there was little fear of cruelty and oppreſſion 
on one fide, or diſobedience and deſertion on the other; and 
the commanders. were naturally engaged to be more diligent 
in inſtructing and forming their ſoldiers, and the ſoldiers more 
attentive in learning their duty. | 

David t had hee commanders in chief of the frf order, 
three of the ſecond, thirty-one of the third, and thirty of the 


fourth + Afahel is mentioned as one of the chiefs, therefore 
this regulation of the army muſt have been eſtabliſhed before 
the battle of Gilboa; and as it is ſaid that “here was long. 


© avar b2tween the houle of Saul and the houſe of Dawid; and 
7 


we read but of little bloodſhed, we may preſume, that tho” 


there might be frequent iris, there was no battle beſides 
that at Gibeon; and we may ſuppoſe, that during the ſeven 
vears of ith-boſheth's reign over liracl, David exerciſed and 


diſciplined his troops, ſo that at the concluſion of it he had a 


noble army. | 
* 2 Sam, ch. xxiii. I 1 Chron, ch. xxvil. 


7 1, Chron. xi. and Avili. | 
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t'3 EX. 


David ANOINTFPD KING OVER ALL IsRAEL— 
THe PEoPLE's REjoicincs ON THE OCCA- 
SION, 


D AVID was thirty years old when he began to 


reign in Hebron, and he reigned over Judah 


| ſeven years and fix months. 


Then came all the tribes of Iſrael to David unto 


Hebron, and ſpake, ſaying, Behold, we are * bone 


and thy fleſh. 

Alſo in times paſt when Saul was king over us, 
thou waſt he that leddeit out and broughteſt in Iſrael : 
and the Lord faid to thee, Thou ſhalt feed my peo- 
ple Iſrael, and thou ſhalt be a captain over Iſrael. 

So all the elders of Iſrael came to the king to 
Hebron, and king David made a league with them in 
Hebron before the Lok D: and they anointed David 
king over Iſrael. David was thirty years old when 
he began to reign. 


And theſe are the numbers of the bands that were 


ready armed to the war, and came to David to He- 
bron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according 
to the word of the Loro. 

The children of Judah that bare ſhield and ſpear, 


were ſix thouſand. and eight hundred ready armed to 


the war. 
B 6 Of 


12 V ALIANT MEN. 


Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour 
for the war, ſeven thouſand and one hundred. 

Of the children of Levi, four thouſand and fix 
hundred. 

And Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaronites, and 
with him were three thouſand and ſeven hundred. 

And Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and 
of his father's houſe twenty and two captains. 

And of the children of Benjamin the kindred of 
Saul, three thouſand: for hitherto the greateſt part of 
them had kept the ward of the houſe of Saul. 

And of the children of Ephraim, twenty thouſand 
and eight hundred, mighty men of valour, famous 
throughout the houfe of their fathers. 

And of the half tribe of Manaſſeh, eighteen thou- 
ſand, which were expreſſed by name to come and 
make David king. 

And of the children of Iſſachar, which were men 
that had underſtanding of the times, to know what 
iſrael ought to do: the heads of them were two hun- 
dred, and all their brethren were at their command- 
ment. 

Of Zebulun, ſuch as vent forth to battle, expert 
in war with all inſtruments of war, fifty thouſand 
which could keep rank; they were not of double 
heart. Dy 

And of Naphtali, a thouſand captains, and with 
them, with ſhield and ſpear, thirty and ſeven thou- 
ſand. 


And of the Danites expert in war, twenty and eight 


thouſand and ſix hundred. And 
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DAVIDs COVENANT. 13 


And of Aſher ſuch as went forth to battle, expert 
in war, forty thouſand. | 

And on the other ſide of Jordan, of the Reube- 
nites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of 


Manaſſeh, with all manner of inſtruments of war for 


the battle, an hundred and twenty thouſand. 

All theſe men of war that could keep rank came 
with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king 
over all Iſrael: and all the reſt alſo of Iſrael were of one 
heart to make David king. 

And there they were with David three days, eating 
and drinking: for their brethren had prepared for 
them. | 

Moreover, they that were nigh them, even unto 
Iſſachar, and Zebulun, and Naphtali, brought bread 
on aſſes, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, 
and meat, meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of raiſins, 
and wine, and oil, and oxen, and ſheep, abundantly : 


for there was joy in Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS ASD REFLECTIONS. 


The people of Iſrael, without a king and leader, were 
like ſheep having no ſhepherd ; and as they were convinced 


by David's mild and wife government over Judah, that he 


was deſerving of the ſupreme authority, they were unani- 
mous in chuſing him for their ſovereign. How highly de- 
lightful muſt it have been to David, to receive the willing 
homage of ſuch multitudes, who at length acknowledged 
that he was zhe choſen of the LoRD, an! worihy to govern 
them ! | | 

The 
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14 JOY IN ISRAEL. 


The covenant which David entered into, is ſuppoſed to 
have been a ſolemn promiſe in the name of the Loxp, that 
he would adminiſter juſtice, and govern agreeably to the Jaa 
sf God, given to Moſes; and the people bound themſelves 
in the ſame ſolemn manner, to obey him as that law re- 
quired, | 

Inſtead of ſtrife and contention, nothing was heard in Iſ- 
rael but joyful acclamations. Now were thoſe friends recon- 
ciled, whom civil diſcord had ſet at variance; and all the 
bleſſings of unanimity preſented themſelves to the mind. 


Mirth and feſtivity filled up the happy hours, and warlike 


inſtruments were exchanged for the merry harp and the lute; 
every countenance was enlivened with gladneſs, and every 


tongue invoked bleſſings on David. Yet amidſt all this 


rejoicing, there was no luxury or intemperance : nothing 
but the produce of the earth in its native ſimplicity ; and as 
David preſided, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the feaſt 


began and ended with praiſes and thankſgivings to the 


Lo RD.“ . | 

It is delightful to read, that David, after all his troubles, 
was invited to the throne of Iſrael in ſo honourable a man- 
ner. He certainly had reſiſted many temptations to gain 
poſſeſſion of it by violence; for he was firmly perſuaded, 
that the promiſes of Gop were ſure, and the aid of the Lox 
ſufficient. | : | 

In order to make proper reflections on this part of David's 
hiſtory, we ſhould read his Pſalms, which fhew at once what 
he thought on theſe occaſions, and what ſentiments others. 
ſhould entertain in a ſtate of proſperity. 
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David TAKETH ZIONY—MAKETH ALLIANCE 
WITH HIRAM EKEINC OF TYRE. 


| A ND the king and his men went to Jeruſalem, 


unto the Jebuſites, the inhabitants of the land: 
which ſpake unto David, ſaying, Except thou take 
away the blind and the lame, thou ſhalt not come in 
hither, thinking David cannot come in hither, 

Nevertheleſs David took the ſtrong hold of Zion: 


the ſame is the city of David. 


And David faid on that day, V/hoſoever getteth up 


to the gutter, and ſmiteth the Jebuſites, and the lame 


and the blind, that are hated of David's ſoul, he thall 
be chief and captain: wherefore they ſaid, the blind 
and the lame ſhall not come into the houſe. | 

So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of 


David; and David built round about, from Millo 


and inward. 


And David went on, and grew great, and the 
_ Loxp Gop of hoſts was with him. | 
And Hiram king of Tyre, ſent meſſengers to David, 


and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and maſons: and 
they built David an houſe. 


And David perceived that the Lon p had eſtabliſhed. 
him king over Iſrael, and that he had exalted his 


kingdom for his people Iſrael's ſake. 


ANNO- 


THANKEGIVING FOR VICTORY. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


When“ the Iſraelites in the days of Joſhua caft lots for their 
ſuture inheritance, Sion fell to Benjamin: ſoon after Joſhua's 
death, the tribe of Judah took the [wer city, but the Jebu- 
ſites ſtill maintained the forzreſs: after the city was rebuilt, 
the children of Judah and Benjamin inhabited it; but they 
very imprudently ſuffered the Jebulites to dwell amongſt 
them. In Saul's time, however, the Hebrews dwelt in it (for 
David carried Goliath's head. thither); but it is ſuppoſed, 
that the Jebuſites took entire poſſeſſion of it after the battle 
of Gilboa. The Iſraelites certainly had an undoubted right 
to $S10N by the appointment of Gop; and a man of David's 
courage and enterprizing ſpirit, would ſcarcely ſuffer fo ſtrong 
a fortreſs to remain in the hands of one of thoſe people who 


were devoted by Go to deſtruction: his claim to it was juſt, 


and the taking of it, neceſſary to the ſecurity and peace of his 
government and people. The Jebuſites fuppoling it impreg- 
nable, treated David with the utmoſt ſcorn and contempt, 
ſaying, that even the blind and the lame amongſt them, were 
able to defend it againſt his utmoſt force; and it is thought, 
that in deriſion, they placed ſuch impotent perſons on their ram- 
parts, (inſtead of able ſoldiers) who perhaps joined in derid- 
ing David, and blaſpheming the ALlMiGHT Y God, in whom 
Iſrael confided. If they were guilty of this fin, they were 
deſervedly hated by David's foul; and the puniſhment he in- 
flicted, was the ju reward of their preſumption, We cannot 
ſuppoſe that David would Oy hate people on account 
of natural infirmities. 


It is conjectured, that after this . victory, David 


compoſed the following pſalm* : 


Not unto us, O LoRD, not unto us, but unto thy name give 


glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's ſake. 


* Chandler's Life of King David. 


I + Pſalm cxv, Delany's Life of King David. 
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DAVIDs PIETY. 17 
Wherefore ſhould the heathen ſay, Where is now their God? 


But our God is in the heavens, he hath done whaiſoever he 


pleaſed. 
Their idols ave ſiluer and gold, the work of men's hands. 
They have mouths, but they ſpeak not; eyes have they, but 
they ſee not. 
They have ears, but they hear not; noſes kawve they, but they 


ſmell not. 


They have hands, but they handle not; feet have they, but 
they walk not: neither ſpeak they through their throat. 

They that make them, are like unto them; foi is every one that 
truſteth in them. 

O Iſrael, truſt thou in the LoRD: He is their help and their 
foteld, 


O houſe of Aaron, truft in the Lo RD: He is ; rheirbelp and their 


ſhield. 

Ye that fear the Lokp, truſt in the LoRD: He is their belp 
and their ſhield. 

The LoD hath been mindful of us, He will bleſs us, He will 
bleſs the houſe of Iſrael, He will bleſs the houſe of Aaron. 

He will bleſs them that fear the LoRD, both ſmall and great. 


The LoRD ſhall increaſe you more and more, you and your 


children. 
You are bleſſed of the LORD, which made heaven and earth. 
The beawen, even the heawens are the LORD'S: but the earth 
hath He given to the children of men. 
The dead praiſe not the LORD, neither any that go down 
into ſilence. 
But we will bleſs the Lo RD, from this time forth and far 
evermore. Praiſe the LORD, 


By this pſalm, we may ſee, the ſenſe which David enter- 


tained of Gop's mercies; and that he imputed his ſucceſs to 
the power of the ALMIGHTY, 


When 


N 
| 
N 
: 


2 —— — 


— 


» 
r SAAB TS Uo eo rs Si EE AG — . ⏑ ..... 


12 n N. iy N * a * 
2 * e 7 4 

- < 4 . - 1 

— . —— — — — — 


af 


4 


1 
+ 
4 
1 
44 
2 
Ti 
5 
\ 
42 
4 
N 


24 


18 DAVIDs GRATITUDE, 
When David had poſſeſſed himſelf of the ſtrong fortreſs of 


Sion, he fixed his reſidence there, and made it his capital af- 


ter he had improved and enlarged it as far as the preſent ſtate 
of affairs required: his next care was to adorn it, in which 
the friendſhip of Hi RAM, KING or Tyre, was very ſervice- 
able. 

This“ prince appears to have been of a magnificent and 
generous temper, and a believer in the true Gop, notwith- 
ſtanding hiſtory informs us that he built temples in honour of 
thoſe idols which the Phanicians worſhipped; perhaps he was 
converted by Davidf. Tyre was a city in Phæœnicia, lately 
raiſed to great wealth, and become a royal city. It abounded 
with cedar-trees, and with men of experience in the arts of 
building, which the Iſraelites were at that time unſkilled in, 
as they were uſed to little beſides war and agriculture, I 
ſhall, at a future time, give you a farther account of Tyre. 

According to ancient authors, Jeruſalem was, in the time 
of David, a very magnificent city; int the centre of it, on the 
ſummit of mount Sion, was David's palace: when the build- 
ing of this was compleated, and he was going to dwell in it, 
he is ſuppoſed to have penned the following pſalm: 


A PSALM Ar THE DEDICATION OF THe HovsE OF 


David, EXPRESSIVE OF His GRATITUDE TO THE 
LORD. 5 


I will extol thee, O Loxb, for Thou haſt lificd me up, and 
haſt not made my foes to rejoice over me. | 
O Lorp, my Gop, I cried unto Thee, and Thou haſt healed 
me. | | 

O Lo RD, Thou haſt brought up my ſoul from the grave : Thou 


| haft kept me alia that I ſhould not go down to the pit. 


Sing unto the LORD, O ye Jainis of His, and give thanks at 


the remembrance of his holineſs. 


* See Univerſal Hiſtory. + 1 Kings, * 7 4 Chandler's Life 


of Davil. 5 Pſalm xxx. 
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DAVIDs RESOLUTIONS. 19 


For His anger endureth but a moment; in His favour is life; 
weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 

And in my proſperity, I ſaid, I hal never be mowed. 

LoRD, by Thy fawour T how haſt made my mountain to fland 
ſtronge Thou didft hide Thy face, and I was troubled. 

T cried untoThee, O Lokb: and unto the Load I made ſup- 


plication, 


Mat prefit is there in my bloed, when ge down to the pit? 
ſhall the duſt praiſe Thee? fhall it declare Thy truth? 

Hear, O Lokb, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be Thou 
”y hetper | 

Thou haſt turned from me my mourning into dancing: Thou 
haſt put off my ſackloth, and girded me with gladnefs : 


To the end that my glory may feng praiſe to Thee, and not be © 


flent;: O Lord my Gop, 1 will give thanks unto Thee for 


cer. 


A PSALM BY WHIcn DaviD DECLARED RIS RESOLU- 
TION TO OBSERVE THE UTMOST INTEGFITY IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE®, 


Twill fng of morcy and judgment. unto thee, O LORD, will 
T jing. | 

I will behave myſelf wiſely in a perfef way; O when wilt 
thou come unto me; I will walk within * houſe with a perfect 
heart. 

T1 will fer no wicked thing before mine eyes: I bate the work 
of them that turn aſide, it ſhall not cleave to me. | 
4 froward heart ſball depart from me: I will not know a 


vic Red perſon. 


Whoſo privily Alandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off : him 
that hath an high look, and a proud heart, will not I ſuffer. 
Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may 


_aavetl with me: be that walketh in a perfeft way, be Fall. ſerve 


Ne. 
* | Pſalm e . 


He 
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20 DAVIDs RESOLUTIONS. 


He that worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell within my e he 
that telleth lies, ſhall not tarry in my ſight. 

I will early deſtray all the wicked of the land: that I may 
cut off all wicked doers from the city of the LORD, 


r T. . 


David SMITEH THE PHiLISTINES AT BAAL-PE= 
RAZIM, 


B when the Philiſtines heard that they had 
anointed David king over Iſrael, all the Fhiliſ- 
tines came up to ſeek David; and David heard of it, 
and went down to the hold. 

The Philiſtines alſo came and fpread WBemlelves 1 in 
the valley of Rephaim. 


And David enquired of the Lox, 1 Shall I 
go up to the Philiſtines? wilt thou deliver them into 
mine hand? and the Lok p ſaid unto David, Go up: 
for I will doubtleſs deliver the Philiſtines into thine 
hand. ba 

And David came to Baal-perazim, and David 
ſmote them there, and ſaid, The Lok hath broken 
forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of 
waters. Therefore he called the name of that place 
Baal-perazim. 

And there they left their 1 images, and David and 
his men burnt them. 

Now three of the thirty captains went den to the 
rock to David, into the cave of Adullam, and the 

hoſt 


DAVIDs SELF DENIAL, 21 
hoſt of the Philiſtines encamped in the valley of Re- 
phaim. 

And David was then in the hold, and the Philiſ- 
tines, garriſon was then at Beth-lehem. _ 

And David longed, and ſaid, Oh, that one would 
give me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem 
that is at the gate! and three of his captains brake 
through the hoſt of the Philiſtines, and drew water 
out of Beth-lehem that was by the gate, and took it 
and brought it to David; but David would not 
drink of it, but poured it out to the LoRD. 

And faid, My Gop forbid it me, that I ſhould do 
this thing: ſhall I drink the blood of theſe men that 
have put their lives in jeopardy ? for with the jeo- 


pardy of their lives they brought it. Therefore he 
would not drink it. 


ANNOTATIONS ADR REFLECTIONS. 


Whilſt the Iſraelites were divided amongſt themſelves, 
they were diſregarded by the neighbouring nations: but, 
when David was ſeated on the throne of Iſrael, and had built 
and fortified the royal city, after deſtroying the Jebuſites, it 
is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they all took the alarm, and 
confederated together with the Philiſtines, in order to cruſh 
his growing power: fo that David might well ſay, all na- 
tions compaſſed him about. | | | 
Ie valley of Rephaim was to the weſt of Jeruſalem, 
large and fruitful, capable of containing the numerons hoſts, 
which, collected together, muſt have made a very tormida- 
ble appearance. David: retired to the cave of Adullam, be- 
cauſe he was acquainted with its ſtrength, and did not chuſe 


ts 


22 DAV ID's INTERCESSION. 


to make Jeruſalem a ſcene of blood, if he could by any 
means prevent its invaſion. 

Though David had a very powerful army, commanded 
by heroes of renowned valour, he knew that no human 
means were ſufficient to ſecure him ſucceſs againſt his ene- 
mies; therefore, according to his uſual piety, and conſiſtent 
with his character as Gov's Vicegerent, and CAPTAIN of the 
Lo Rb's inheritance, he would not preſume to attack the Phi- 
liſtines, till he had enquired the will of Gop, When he 


was, in conſequence of the Divine command, going to en- 


counter the enemy, he 1s ſuppoſed to have animated his 
troops by repeating the following Pſalm *, which, perhaps, 
was accompanied with warlike muſic. 


A PSALM or DAVID TO 1IMPLORE THE Alp or GopD 
- 


AGAINST THE IDOLATROUS NATIONS, 


Keep not thou filence, O Gop: hold not thy peace, and be 
nor ſtill, O Gop. 
For lo, thine enemies make a tumult : and they that hate thee, 
bawde lift up the bead. - 
They bade taken crafty counſel againſt thy people, and cen- 
ſulted againſt thy hidden ones. | 
T hey have ſaid, Come, and let us cut them off from being 4 
nation ; that the name of Iſrael may be no more in remembrance. 
For they bade conſulted together with one conſent : — are 
confederate againſt thee. 
The tabernacles of Edom and the Ihbmaclites : of Moab and 
the Hagarenes, Gebal, and Ammen, and Amalek, the Phi- 
liſtines with the inhabitants of Tyre, 
Aſur is alſo joined with them : they hawe bolpen the ee 
of Lot. . 
Do unto them as unto the Midianites, as to Sera, as to Ja- 
bin, at the brook of Kiſon 
* Delany's Lite of David. * Pſalm Ixxxili. 


Wh ! ch 


4 g " Fo 8 


A, 
wg 
k — 7 
b, E 4 
= 
7 
; 5 
85 
. 


DAVID's ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 23 


Which periſhed at En-dor : they became as dung for the earth, 

Make their nobles like Orch, and like Zeeb:; yea, all their 
princes as Zeba and Zalmunna 

Who ſaid, let us take to ourſelves the 3 of GoD in þpoſ- 
ſeſſion. | 

O my Gop, make them like a wheel; as the 3 before 
the wind. 

As the fire burneth the wood, and as ; the flame ſetteth the 
mountains on fire, ſo perſecute them with thy tempeſt and make 
them afraid with thy ſtorm. 

Fill their faces with ſhame: that they may ſeek thy name, 
O LoRD. 

Let them be confounded and troubled for ever + yea, let them 
be put to ſhame and perijb : - 

That men may know, that thou, whoſe name alone is IE- 
HOVAH, art the moſt High over all the earth, 


David gained a great victory; but he conſidered himſelf 
enly as an humble inſtrument in the hand of Gop, for he 
deſcribes the enemy as an ever-whelming flood ready to ſwal- 
low him up; and the armies of his enemies, divided by the 
power of Gop, as the mighty waters of the ocean are bro- 
ken and divided by a ſtorm. On this happy occaſion, he 1s 
ſuppoſed to have uttered the following Pſalm : 


A P$8aLM oF David, ACKNOWLEDGING THE MERC 


AND GOODNESS OF THE LORD IN GIVING HIM VIC- 


TORY OVER THE ENEMIES OF ISRAEL *. 


If it had not been the LOR.D who was on our fide, e dy 
Iſrael fay : 
If it had not been the LORD wUho was on our Side, Whew men 


roſe up againſt us : 


Then they had ſwallowed us 47 quick, whey their wrath 


was kindled againſt US, | 
* Pſalm cxxiv. 


Then 


24 DAVIDs SELF DENIAL 

Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the flream had gon: 
ever our ſoul. | 

Then the proud waters had gone over our ſeul, 


Blefjed be the LORD, Wwho hath not given us as a prey to their 
teeth. 


Our foul is eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers ; 
the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped. 


Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and 
tarth. 


What an inſtance of affeCtionate reſpect did thoſe officers 
give, who fetched the water from Bethlehem. How truly 
great were David's piety and ſelf-denial. He looked upon 
the waters, fetched at the hazard of their lives, as ſacred to 
God, and poured it on the earth as an offering of thanki- 
giving, though he was ſuffering the pain of exceſſive thirſt, 


N 


Davin SMITETH THE PHILISTINES AGAIN AT 
THE MULBEBERRY- TREES. 


A ND the Philiſtines came up yet again, and 
ſpread themſelves in the valley of Rephaim. 

And when David enquired of the LoRp, he ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt go not up: but fetch a compaſs behind 
them and come upon them over againſt the mulberry 
trees. 

And let it be when thou heareſt the ſound of a go- 
ing in the tops of the mulberry- trees, that then thou 
ſhalt beſtir thyſelf: for then ſhall the Log p go out be- 
fore thee to ſmite the hoſt of the Philiſtines. 


And 
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PUBLIC THANKSGIVING, 25 


And David did ſo, as the Loxp had commanded 
him; and ſmote the Philiſtines from Geba, until thou 
come to Gazer. 


nen en AND REFLECTIONS. 


Though the Philiſtines and their allies had received ſuch an 
overthrow, we find that they made another attempt, in which 
they were miraculouſly defeated; for a noiſe was heard by 
them like the ſound of a mighty army in their rear, which 
ſtruck them with terror, ſo that David totally defeated them. 
When David and his victorious army returned back to Jeru- 
ſalem, it is ſuppoſed the following pſalm* was publickly ſung: 


PART OF A PUBLic THANKSGIVING, WHICH 1s sur- 
POSED TO HAVE BEEN OFFERED UP BY KING Davip 
AND HIS PEOPLE, WHEN HE AND HIS ARMY RE» 
TURNED TO JERUSALEMPF. 


O give thanks unto the LORD; for Ie is goods becauſe His 
mercy endureth for cer. 

Let Iſrael now ſuy, that His mercy endureth for eVer. 

Let the houſe of Aaron now ſay, that His mercy endureth for 
ever. 

Let them no to that fear the LORD ſay, that His mercy endureth 
for ever, 

The LORD is on my fide: I will not fear what man can ds 
unto me. 

It is better ta tut in the LORD than to put confidence in man. 

It is better t9 truſt in the LoRD than to put confidence in 
princes. 

All nations compaſſed me about + but in 1 the name of the 1.0P.9 


| 1 1 deſt ray them. 


* Delany's Life of David, + Pſalm cxviiis 


26 PUBLIC THANKSGIVING. 
They compaſſed me about like bees; they are quenched as th: 
fire of thorns : for in the name of the Lo xD I will deſtroy them, 
Thou haſt thruſt fore at me that I might fall : but the Lorkp 
helped me. 


The LoRD ts my ſtrengib and ſong, and is become my ſalvo- 
tion. 
The wootce of rejoicing and ſalvation is in the tabernacles of tht 
righteous: the right band of th? LORD doeth waliantly, 

The right hand of the LORD ts exalted : the right hand of the 
LorD doeth waliantly. 


Open to me the gates of ene I will go into them, and 
T will praiſe the LORD. 


This is the gate of the LoRD, into which the righteous ſhall 
enter. 


I will praiſe Thee: for Thou haſt heard me, and art become my 
ſalvation. | 


The ftone which the builde rs refuſed, is become the head-ſflone 
of the corner. ' 

This is the LoRD's doing, it is marvellous in dur Hes. 

This is the day which the LoRD hath — oe will mejores 
and be glad in it. 

Save now, I beſeech Thee, O Loxp: O Lord, I beſcech 
Thee, ſend now proſperity. 

Thou art my GOD, and I will praiſe Thee; thou art my Gov, 
I will exalt Thee, 


O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is good: ee His mercy 
endureth for ever. 
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David FETCHETH THE ARK FROM K IAU“ 
JEARIM WITH GREAT REJoICINGS—Uz7AHR 
STRUCK DEAD FOR TOUCHING IT—IT 1s CAR+- 
RIED TO THE HovusE oF OBED-EDom. 


ND David conſulted with the captains of thou- 
ſands and hundreds, and with every leader, 

And David faid unto all the congregation of Iſrae}, 
if it ſeem good unto you, and that it be of the Lozxv 
our Gop, let us ſend abroad unto our brethren every 
where that are left in all the land of Ifrael, and with 
them alſo to the prieſts and Levites which are in their 
cities and ſuburbs, that they may gather themſelves 
unto us. 

And let us bring again the ark of our God to us: 
lor we enquired not at it in the days of Saul. 

And all the congregation faid, that they would do 
ſo: for the thing was right in the eyes of all the peo- 
ple. | 

So David gathered all Iſrael together, from Shihor 
of Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, to bring 
the ark of Gop from Kinath-jearim. 

And David went up, and all Iſrael to Baalah, that 
is to Kinath-jearim, which belongeth to Judah, to 


bring up thence the ark of Gop the LoRp that dwel- 
leth between the cherubims, whoſe name is called on 


it, | 
2 And 


28 OBED-EDOM BLESSED. 
And they carried the ark of Gop in a new cart, out 


of the houſe of Abinadab. And Uzzah and Ahio drave 


the cart. 
And David and all Ifrael played before GoD with 
all their might, and with ſinging, and with harps, and 


with pfalteries, and with timbrels, and with cymbals, 
and with trumpets. _ 


And when they came unto the threſhing- floor of 


Chidon, Uzzah put forth his hand to hold the ark: for 
the oxen tumbled. 

And the anger of the LoRD was kindled againſt 
Uzzah, and he ſmote him, becauſe he put forth his 
hand to the ark: and there he died before God. 

And David was difpleaſed becauſe the Lorp had 
made a breach upon Uzzah, wherefore that place is 


called Perez-uzzah to this day. 


And David was afraid of Gop that day, ſaying, 
How ſhall I bring the ark of Gop home to me? 

So David brought not the ark home to himſelf to 
the city of David, but carried it aſide to the houſe of 
Obed-edom the Gittite. 

And the ark of Gop remained with the family of 
Obed-edom in his houſe three months. And the 


Lond bleſſed the houſe of Obed-edom, and all that 
he had, 


ANNOTATIONS axD REFLECTIONS. 


It is likely that David recovered from the Philiſtines all 


that they had gained at the battle of Gilboa, and drove them 


out 


ae om” en 


THE ARK REMOVED. 29 
out of the cities they had ſeized at the death of Saul“; and 
being now fixed at Jeruſalem, he was reſolved to do every 
thing in his power to increaſe its ſafety and magnificence : 
for this purpoſe, he thought it particularly neceſſary to ſecure 
the PRESENCE and protection of the G op of Iſrael, 

It is related in a former part of this hiſtory, with what 
ſolemnity the Ark had been depoſited in the Tabernacle by 
Moſes, and that the glorious cloud which appeared as a mani- 
feftation of the Divine PReeSENCE, reſted on the MERCY - 

SEAT above the cherubints; A veil was placed before the Ark, 
and Aaron and his ſons miniſtered there, and offered incenſe 
on the golden altar; and the pcople aſſembled in the court 
of the tabernacle to offer their burnt-ofterings, to join in ce- 
lebrating the praiſes of the LORD, and to make ſupplications 
to him, and perform their vows ; which was called appearing 
before the LoRD. Wherever the Ark was depolited, to that 
place the tribes were ordered to repair three times a year to 
keep the paſſover, &c. therefore the public wor/hip of Gob 
could not have been properly performed at Jeruſalem, net- 
ther could that city have been the metropolis of the kingdom, 
without the Ark, which made David very delirous to bring 
it thither, | 

Hitherto the Ark had had no ſettled habitation; ; for many 
years it had been carried about from place to place ; and in 
the time of Eli, Gop, to puniſh the Ifraclites tor their im- 
piety, had permitted it to fall into the hands of the Philiſtines; 
and when the calamities the Philiſtinzs ſuffered for detaining 
it obliged them to ſend it back into the land of Iſrael, it was 


left in the houſe of Abinadab, and here it had remained. 


about forty- ſix years, till David's eſtabliſhment on the throne z 
. excepting on ſome particular occaſions, when it was carried 
into the field of battle. 

David's propoſal to bring the Ark to Feen met with 
the joy ful concurrence of his people, and was put immedi— 


* Chandicr's Life of David. 
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30 UAH CRIME. 


ately in execution. The * proceſſion muſt have been uncom- 
monly grand, as it conſiſted of all the nobility, the prieſts 
and Levites, and the officers of the army, with the enſigus 
and ornaments of their different orders, led on by their ſove- 
reign, and followed by an innumerable multitude of people 
belonging to the different tribes of Iſrael, During the pro- 
ceſſion, David and all thoſe who were ſkilful in muſic, ex- 
preſſed their joy by playing on various inſtruments ; but their 
tranſports were foon interrupted by a dreadful viſitation on 
Uzzal, one of the ſons of Abinalab, who drove the cart. It 
is ſaid «© THAT GOD ſmore him for his error.” It was a great 
crime inUzzah to be 7£::072nt of any thing reſpecting theARK; 
tor the law of Moſes expreſsly taught, that no one but the 
priefts ſhould uch it; and therefore he ſhould have fully in- 
{truſted himſelf concerning the requiſite ceremonies, before 
he prefumed to attend it; eſpecially on ſo ſolemn an occaſion, 
when the king and people were aſſembled to do it honour : 
and as the LoRD Was about to reſtore his holy worſhip, it was 
necetiary that the congregation ſhonld be taught to reverence 
his divine ordinances. Ihe religion of the Jews, as has been 
repeatedly obſerved, conſiſted of a variety of ceremonials, 
which were the pledges of their COovENANT concerning the 
land of Canaan; if they omitted them they forfeited their priwi- 
leges; and as the Divine Being had ſandrfied the Akx in 
(o viſible a manner by a toten of bis immediate PRESENCE, it 
it was certainly ſacred, and ought to have been attended with 
the utmoſt reverence: nothing leſs than a judgment from hea- 
den upon a profunation of it, could recover the people to u 
proper ſeuſe of the reſpect due to that facred repoſitory of 
the commands of God. 

It is ſaid that David was diſpleaſed; but from the piety of 
his diſpoſition, we may ſuppoſe, that he was only diſappointed 
end grieved, that his holy purpoſes were interrupted, and 

| * Delany's Life of David. 
| fear 


DAVIDs DIS PLEASURE. 3 


tear took poſſeſſion of his mind, leſt he fold, through 7g19- 
rance, commit offence likewile. 
= It may ſeem ſtrange, that David thould not be fully ac- 


7 quainted with the law of Moſes; but we muſt conſider the 

times he lived in; the Ark had bcen greatly neglected for | 
j many years; religion was but little attended to in the days | 
3 of Saul, for the bad example of the ſovereigu and his court is 5 
too apt to influence a nation: all the prieſts who had ever 


ſcen the Ark were dead, excepting one young man, who had 

never ſeen it removed; neither were there apy Levites alive, 

v ho had been preſent at that ſfolemnity. David and his peo- 

ple had been conſtantly engaged in war; and though his mind 

as naturally inclined to piety, he had not much opportunity 

of attending public ak according to the original eſtab- 
liihment, | 


The ſignal vengeance of Gop on Uzzah, ſtruck David with | 
the utmoſt conſternation; and he would not venture to ad- 1 
vance any farther with the ark at that time: Obed-cdom, 
at whoſe houſe he left it, was a Levite, and a pious. good 
man: he rejoiced to receive it, knowing it wouid prove a 
bleſſing to him and his family, as he well underſtood the na- 
ture of Uzzah's offence. N 


Tho' Chriſtians cannot be guilty of the very crime for | 
which Uzzah received ſuch an exemplary puniſhment, every } 
3ne who wilfully negletts to make uſe of the means with | 
which it has pleaſed Gop to bleſs them, for learning their 
duty, is certainly liable to the Divine diſpleaſure. Let us 4 
therefore ſtudy with unremitting diligence, the Hol 
SCRIPTURES, leſt, for want of &now/ng them, we : fall into 
in, and be like Uzzah, cre off for our ERROR. 
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ET. VII. 


DaviD ORDERETH THE PRIEsTs AND LEVITES 
ro CARRY THE ARK Tro JERUSALEM—HE 
ATTENDETH IT WITH GREAT Joy. 


N e David made him houſes in the city of Da- 
vid, and prepared a place for the ark of Gop, 
and pitched for it a tent. 

Then David ſaid, None ought to carry the ark of 
God, but the Levites: for them hath the Lox p choſen 
to carry the ark of Gon, and to miniſter unto him 


for ever. 


And David gathered all Iſrael together to Jeruſalem, | 


to bring up the ark of the Loxp unto his place which 


he had prepared for it. | 

And David aſſembled the children of Aaron, and 
the Levites, in all eight hundred and ſixty two, 

And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the 
prieſts, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Aſaiah, and 
Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Aminadab, 

And ſaid unto them, Ve are the chief of the fathers 


of the Levites, ſanctify yourſelves both ye and your 


brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the Loa p 
Gop of Iſrael unto the place that I have prepared for 
it. | 

For becauſe ye did it not at the firſt, the Loxp our 
Gop made a breach upon us, for that we ſought him 
not after the due order. 


So 


* 7 
* 


THE ARK REMOVED. 


So the prieſts and the Levites ſanRified themſelves 
to bring up the ark of the LoRD Gop of Iſrael. 

And the children of the Levites bare the ark of Gon 
upon their ſhoulders as Moſes commanded. 

And David ſpake to the chief of the Levites, to ap- 
point their brethren to be the fingers with inſtruments 
of muſic, pſalterics, and harps, and cymbals, ſound- 
ing, by lifting up the voice with joy. And they did 
ſo. | | 

So David and the elders of Ifrael, and the captains 
over thouſands went to bring up the ark of the cove- 


nant of the LoRD, out of the houie of Obed-edom. 


with joy. 
And it came to paſs, when Gop helped the Le- 


vites that bare the ark of the covenant of the LoR D, 


that they offered ſeven bullocks and ſeven rams. 


And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, 


and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the fingers, 
and Chenaniah the maſter of the ſong, with the ſing- 
ers: David alſo had upon him an ephod of linen. 


And it came to pals as the ark of the covenant of 
the LorD came to the city of David, that Michal the 
daughter of Saul, looking out at a window, ſaw king 


David dancing and playing, and ſhe e him in 
her heart. 

So they brought the ark of Gon, and ſet it in the 
midſt of the tent that David had pitched for it: and 
they offered burnt- ſacrifices and peace- offering gs before 
(30D, 


Ar, 0 ; 


33 


34 MICH ALS REPROACH: 

And when David had made an end of offering the 
burnt-offerings, and the peace-offerings, he bleſſed 
the people in the name of the Loo. 

And he dealt to every one of Iſrael, both man and 
woman to every one a loaf of bread and a good piece of 
fleſh, and a flagon of wine. 

And he appointed certain of the Levites to miniſter 
before the ark of the LoRp, and to record, and to 
thank and praiſe the LoxD Gop of Iſrael, with pſalte- 
ries, and with harps, with cymbals and with trum- 
pets, continually before the ark of the covenant of 
(Gon. | 

So he left there before the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord Aſaph and his brethren, to miniſter before 
the ark continually, as every day's work required, 

And Zadok the prieſt and his brethren the prieſts, 
before the tabernacle of the LorD, in the * place 
that was at Gibeon. 

And all the people departed every man to his houſe: 
and David returned to bleſs his houſhold. _ 

And Michal Saul's daughter came out to meet Da- 
vid, and faid, How glorious was the king of Iſrael to 
day, who appeared in the eyes of the maid ſervants as 
one of the vain fellows. | 

And David ſaid unto Michal, It was before the 
LorD, which choſe me before thy father, and before 
all his houſe, to appoint me ruler over the people of 
the LoRp, over Iſrael: therefore will 1 play before 
the LcRD, 


And 
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And I will yet be more vile than thus, and wil! 
be baſe in mine own ſight: and of the maid-ſervants 
which thou haſt ſpoken of, of them ſhall I be had in 


honour. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


Whilſt the ark remained at the houſe of Obed-edom, 
David fully inſtructed himſelf concerning the requiſite cere- 
monials; the prieſts and Levites having alſo thoroughly con- 
ſidered the matter, the congregation of Iſrael was once more 
aſſembled, and the proceſſion began with ſolemnity and de- 
corum. The Levites were arraycd in robes of fine linen; 
and the king aſſuming the character of an humble attendant 
on the ARK of Gov, laid afide his royal garments, and at- 
tired himſelf in a long robe, like that worn by the Levites, 
over which he put an ephod as a mark of diſtinction. 

Before the proceſſion began from the houſe of Obed-edom, 
David oftered up a devout prayer; and declared his firm be- 
lief in the promiſes of Gop, to him and his poſterity as fol- 
lows. 


David's PRAYER AT REMOVING THE ARKE, 


LoRD remember David, and all his afflitions-: 

How he fware unto the Lo RD, and wowed unto the mighty 
GOD of Facob. 

Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my houſe, ner 
go up into my bed. | | 

Iwill not give fleep to mine eyes, or flumber to mine epe-lids, 
until I find out a place for the Lok, an habitation for the 
mighty GOD of Jacob. 5 

Ariſe, O LorD, into Thy reſt: Thou, and the ark of Thy 
firength, | 


* Pſalm cxxx'!. 


3 | | Let 
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Let Thy priefls be clothed with righteouſneſs: and let 6 Thy 
Saints ſhout for joy. 


ye 
For Thy ſervant Dawid's ſake: turn not away the face of | 
Thine anointed. 4 ri 
The Lo RD hath ſworn in truth unto Dawid, He will not turn 5 b 
from it. Of the fruit of thy body will I ſet upon thy throne. [7 
If thy children will keep my covenant, and my teflimony, that P 


I. ſhall teach them; their children alſo ſhall fit upon thy throne for 


EVErMOaree 


For the LORD hath "_ Zion: He hath defi red it for His 
habitation. 


This is My reſt for ever: here will I dwell, for 7 have de- 
fired it. 


I will abundantly Meſs her proviſion: 1 ward fattsfy b er poor 
TW:th bread, 


'T will alſo clothe her priefts with ſalvation: and ber ſaints 
ſhall ſhout aloud for joy. 


There will I make the horn of Dawid to bud: I have ordained 
a lamp for mine anointed. 


His enemies will I clothe with ſbame but upon himſelf ſhall 
his crown flouriſh. 


The latter part of this pſalm bears evident marks of Di- 
vine tnfpiration. It is ſuppoſed, that the following pſalm 
was ſung in diviſions to ſolemn muſick“. 


. 1. 
SUNG WHEN THE PRIESTS LIFTED UP THE ARKÞ+. 


Let Gop ariſe, let His enemies be ſcattered e let them alſo 
that hate Him flee before Him. 
As ſmoke is driven away, ſo drive them away: as wax 


melteth before the fire, ſo let the wicked periſh at the preſence * 
GOD. | 


„b., Chandler's Life of David, + Pſalm Ixviii. 
| | Bur 
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But let the righteous be glad: let them rejoice before Gov, 
yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 

Sing unto God, ſing praiſes to His name; extol him that 
rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice 8 
bim. 


A father of the fatherleſs, and a judge of the widows, 3s 
God in His holy habitation. 


N. 


SUNG WHEN THE ARK WAS PLACED ON THE SHOUL- 
DERS OF THE LEVITES. 


O Gop, when Thou wenteſt forth before Thy people; when 
Thou didſt march through the wilderneſs. 

The earth ſhook, the heatens alſo dropped at the preſence of 
God: even Sinai itſelf was moved at the preſence of GoD, the 
GoD of Ijracl. 

The LORD gave the word, great was the company of thoſe 
that publiſhed it. 

Kings of armies did flee apaces and be that tarried at home, 
divided the ſpoil. 

Though ye have lien among the pots, yet ſhall ye be as the 
wings of a dove covered with filver, and her feathers with 
yellow gold. | 

The words in the firſt part, agree with thoſe uſed by Moſes. 
and the Iſraelites whenever they removed the ark: thoſe in 
the ſecond, ſerved to remind the people of Gop's former mer- 
cies to the houſe of Jacob. | | 

When the ark was in view of mount Sion, it 1s probable 
was ſung 


FFF 


The chariots of Gop are twenty thouſand, even thouſands of 
angels. the LORD is among new as in Sinai, in the boly place. 


Bleſſed 


— 


38 SOLEMN PROCESSION. 


| Bleſſed be the LokD, who daily loadetb us dolth benefits, even 
the GoD of our ſalvation. 
He that is our GOD, is the GoD of ſalvation; and unto Gop 
the Lok D belong the iſſues from death. 


Sing unto Gop, ye kingdoms of the cartb O ſing praiſes 


unto the LORD. 
To Him that rideth upon the heaven of heavens, which were 
of old; lo, He doth ſend out His voice, and that a mighty voice. 


Aſeribe ye ſtrength unto GoD: His excellency is over Iſrael, 
and His ſtrength is in the clouds. 


O Gop, Thou art terrible out of Thy holy places, the Go of 


Ifrael is He that giveth ſtrengtb and power unto His people; 
bleſſed be Gov. 

It is ſuppoſed that the following pſalm was ſet to mulick. 
on this occaſion, and ſung by way of dialogue by king and 


people we may conjecture, that it began when they reached 


the foot of mount Sion“. 


The earth+ is the Loxb's, and the falneſs thereof the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 


For He hath founded it upon the ſeas, aud eſtabliſhed it upon 
the floods. 

When they arrived at the gates of Jeruſalem, which miy 
be conſidered as a type of heaven, it is. Ne that the king 
and his choir ſung as follows: 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye ever» 


laſting doors, and the King of glory ſhall come in. 
And thoſe within anſwered ; 


Whois the king of glory? 
To which the firſt replied: 
The Lo kp, trong and mighty; the LoR D, mighty in battle. 
And now let us ſuppoſe, that the proceſſion proceeded to 
the gates of-the court of the tabernacle, the inſtruments play- 


ing the ſame airs; and the king, princes, and damſels, mov -: 


* Dr, Delany's Life of David. + Pſalm xxiv. 
a ing 
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ing to the meaſure (as was the cuſtom in thoſe times); when 
they arrived at the gates of the tabernacle, they ſung, and 

were anſwered as follows: 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye ever- 
laſting doors, and the King of Glory ſhall come in. 

Who is the King of Glory? 

The LORD of Hosts, He is the King of Glory*, 

When they had depoſited the ark in the — it is 
likely the following was ſung: 


David's THANKSGIVING, COMPOSED IN ORDER TO 


COMMEMORATE THE MANIFOLD BLESSINGS WHICH 
THE LORD HAD BESTOWED ON IIS PEOPLE; AND TO 
EXCITE THEIR GRATITUDE AND DEVOTION. IT was 


ON THIS Day GIVEN TO ASAPH, THE CHIEF SINGER 


FOR THE TABRERNACLE SERVICE F. 


Give thanks unto the LORD,: call upon His name, make 
known His deeds among the people. 

Sing unto Him, fing pſaims unto Ts, Hats ye of all His W201 - 
drous Works. | 

Glory ye in His holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that 
ſeek the LORD. 
| Seck the Lok and His flrength, ſeek His face continually. 

Remember His marvellous works that He hath done, His won- 
ders, and the judgments of His mouth; O ye ſeed of Jruet His 
ſervant, ye children of Jacob His choſen ones. 


He is the LORD our GOD; His n are in all the 
earth. 


» The two learned authors, from whoſe works J have chiefly com- 
poſed my comments on tne Life of King David, differ in their applica- 
tion of pfalms to this ſolemnity ; that ſelected by each, appeers to me 


well adapted to ne occaſion, therefore I have introduced them both z | 


from the fear of omitting the pſalm, which would excite the propereſt 
ideas in the minds of my readers. 


+ 1 Chron. xvis 8, &cs 
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Be ye mindful always of His covenant; the word which He 
commanded to a thouſand generations; even of the covenant 
which He made with Abraham, and of His oath unto Iſaac; 

And hath confirmed the ſame to Jacob for a law, and to Iſrac! 
for an everlaſting covenant. 


Saying, Unto thee Twill I give the land of Canaan, the "oe of 


your inheritance. 

When ye were but feav, even a few, and flrangers in it 

And when they went from nation to nation, and from one 
kingdom to another people ; 

He ſuffered no man to do them wrong. yea, he reproved kings 
for their ſakes, 

Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no 
harm. 

Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; oew forth from day to 
day his ſalvation. | | 

Declare his glory among the heathen; his marwvellons works 
among all nations. 

For great is the LoRD, and greatly to be praifed : de alſo 15 
to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the people are idols + but the Lok D made 
the heavens. | 

Glory and honour are in his preſence, ſtrength and gladueſs 
are in his place. 

Give unto the LORD ye kindreds of the people, give unto the 
Lox glory and ſtrength. 

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name : bring an 
effering, and come before him; worſhip the LORD in the beauty 
of holineſs. 

Fear before him, all the earth the world alſo ſhall be flable, 
that it be not moved. | 

Let the heavens be glad, ad let the earth rej oice and let 
men ſay among the nations, The LORD retgneth. 

Let the ſea roar, and the fulnes thereof: let 106 fields rejoices 


and all that is therein, « 
| The; 
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Then ſhall the trees of the wood fing out at the preſence of the | 


LoRD, becauſe he cometh to judge the earth. 

O give thanks to the Lok D, for he is good: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. 

And ſay ye, Save us, O God of our ſalvation, and gather us 
together, and deliver us from the heathen, that wc may grve 
thanks to thy boly name, and glory in thy praiſe. 

Bleſſed be the Lo RD GoD of Iſrael for ever and ever ; and 
all the people ſaid, Amen, and praiſed the Lo RD. 


It is ſuppoſed that the ark was carried to Jeruſalem at 
the feaſt of tabernacles, at which time the Jews were obliged 
to live in booths and tents; and as their houſes had flat roofs, 
there is reaſon to imagine they “ built their bowers on the 
tops of them with ever-greens of various kinds; and that 
they alſo erected booths in ranges throughout the larger ſtreets 
of the city. What a beautiful appearance maſt this have 
made, eſpecially at night, when a number of lights glim- 


mered through the branches; and how muſt the humane 


heart of David be delighted, when he conſidered all theſe 
bowers filled with people, happy in the conſciouſneſs of ha- 
ving diſcharged their duty towards Gor, and rejoicing in 
his returning favour ; but above all, what ſatisfaction muſt 
ariſe in his mind from the refleCtion, that he was, under 
Gop, the cauſe of all this felicity ! It + is likely that he 
made uſe of the following words in bleſſing his people.“ 


Gop f be merciful unto us, and bleſs us: and ceuſe his face 
to ſbine upon us. | 


That thy way may be nos upon carth, thy ſaving bealth 


among all nations. 


Let the people praiſe thee, © Gop; let ail the people praiſe 
thee. 


# Nehemiah, viii. 15, 16. + See Delany's Life of David. 
7 Pſalm Ixvile 
O let 
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O let the nations be glad and ſing for joy * for thou ſhalt judge 
the people rigbicouſiy, and govern the nations upon earth, 

Let the people praiſe thee, O Gob ; let all the people praiſe 
thee. | 
Then ſhall the earth yield her increaſe ; and Gob, even ci, 
ewn Gop ſhall bleſs us, 

Gov /hall bleſs us, and all the ends of the earth ſpall frar 


him. 
When David had bleſſed the people, and they were gone 
to join their families in their reſpective tents, he repaired to 
his houſe, to rejoice with his houſehold ; but Michal, who 
was offended with David for his great humility in laying aſide 
his robes of royalty, and playing on his harp before the ark, 
reproached him, for thus levelling himſelf with his ſubjeRs, 
thinking that he had expoſed himſelf to their ſcorn and con- 
tempt,: her reproaches affected him not; for he was conſci- 
ous that he had acted properly, and was certain, that his be- 
haviour was not only approved by Gop, but would procure 
him eſteem and honour rather than deriſion; for dancing was 
in thoſe days frequently practiſed as a religious ceremony, on 
public ſolemnities. | 
« Miriam the prophetefs, took a timbrel, and all the wo- 
men went out after her with timbrels and with dances;“ ſo 
alſo Jephthah's daughter: other inſtances might be produced 
from ſacred hiſtory. From whence we may conclude, that 
David did not act with impropriety in this particular; and 
furely we cannot join with Michal, in condemning him for 
playing on his harp on ſo joyful an occaſion; therefore, we 
muſt own, that ſhe expoſed her/elf moſt to contempt and de- 
riſion, by laying aſide the nobleſt ornaments of a royal ma- 
tron, piety and humility towards Gop. 
Though David, -when ſeated on the throne of Iſrael, was 
at the height of wordly power and grandcur, he could not 
| reſ 
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reſt till he had eſtabliſhed the public worſhip of Gop in his 
kingdom, and for this purpoſe was at incredible pains and ex- 
pence, He had well conſidered the ſubjett, and was con- 
vinced, that the practice of religious duties was abſolutely 
neceſſary for the welfare of the ſtate, as well as for the happi- 
neſs of its individuals. His royal example had proper influ- 
ence on Ins ſubjects: the ſabbaths were re gular ly kept, and 
all the ordinances of the Loan obſerved with becoming re- 
verence: the LoRD caufed the light of His countenance to ſbine 
v1 them, and they were proſperous and honourable. 

We may underſtand, from the pſalms here introduced, that 
David's ideas of the Load Gop were ſuch, as Moſes endea- 
voured to excite in the minds of the Ifraclites 


K LB +. 


NATHAN FIRST APPROVETH. Davin's PURPOSE 
TO BUILD AN HousE FOR THE ARK—AFTER» 
WARDS BY Gop's COMMAND FORBIDDETH HIM 
—HE PROMISETH BLEssSINGs To EIS PosTE- 


RITY—David's. PRAYER AND T'HAKSGIV- 
NG. 


„. it came to paſs when the king ſat in his 
houſe, and the LorD had given him reſt round 
about from all his enemies; that the king faid unto 
Nathan the prophet, See now I dwell in an houſe of 
cedar, but the ark of Gop dwelleth within curtains. 
And Nathan faid to the king, Go, do all that is in 
thine heart: for the LoRD is with thee, 


And 
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And it came to paſs that night, that the word of 
the Lord came unto Nathan, faying, Go and tell 
my ſervant David, Thus faith the Lox p, Shalt thou 
build me an houſe for me to dwell in? whereas I have 
not dwelt in any houſe, ſince the time that I brought 
up the children of Iſrael out of Egypt, even to this 
day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 

In all the places wherein I have walked with all the 
children of Iſrael, ſpake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Iſrael, whom I commanded to feed my people Iſ- 
rael, ſaying, Why build ye not me an houle of cedar? 

Now therefore, fo ſhalt thou fay unto my ſervant 
David, Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, I took thee 


from the ſheep-cote, from following the ſheep, to be 


ruler over my people, over Iſrael. 
And I was with thee whitherſoever thou wenteſt, 
and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy ſight, 
and have made thee a great name, like unto the 
name of the great men that are in the earth. 
(Moreover, I will appoint a place for my people 
Ifrael, and I will plant them, that they may dwell in 
a place of their own, and move no more: neither ſhall 
the children of wickedneſs afflict them any more as 
before time, and as ſince the time that I commanded 


judges to be over my people Iſrael, and have cauſed 
thee to reſt from all thine enemies) Alſo the LoRD 


telleth thee, that he will make thee an houſe. 
And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou ſhalt 
ſleep with thy fathers, I will ſet up thy ſeed after thee, 
which 
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which ſhall proceed out of thy bowels, and J will eſta- 
bliſh his kingdom. 

He ſhall build an houſe for my name, and I will 
eſtabliſh the throne of his kingdom for ever. 


I will be his father, and he ſhall be my ſon: if he 
commit iniquity I will chaſten him with the rod of 
men, and with the ſtripes of the children of men: 
but my mercy ſhall not depart away from him, as I 
took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 

And thine houſe and thy kingdom ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed for ever before thee: thy throne ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed for ever, 

According to all theſe words, and according to all 
this viſion, ſo did Nathan ſpeak unto David. 

Then went David in, and ſat down before the Lok 0, 
and he faid, Who am I, O Loap Gop? and what 
is my houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto? and 
this was yet a ſmall thing in thy ſight, O LoRD Goo; 
but thou haſt ſpoken alſo of thy ſervant's houſe for a 
great while to come; and is this the manner of men, 
O Loxp Gop? and what can David ſay more unto 
thee? for thou Loxpd Gop knoweſt thy ſervant. 

For thy word's fake, and according to thine own 
heart haſt thou done all theſe great things, to make 
thy ſervant know them. 

Wherefore thou art great, O Lord Gon: for 
there is none like thee, neither is there any Gop be- 
ſides thee, according to all that we have heard with 
our ears. 


And 


a6 DAVIDs THANKSGIVING. 

And what one nation in the earth is like thy peo- 
ple, even like Iſrael, whom Gop went to redeem for 
a people to himſelf, and to make him a name, and to 
do for you great things, and terrible, for thy land be- 
fore thy people which thou redeemedſt to thee from 
Egypt, from the nations and their gods? for thou haſt 
confirmed to thyſelf thy people Iſrael to be a people 
unto thee for ever: and thou LoRd, art become their 
Gop. | 

And now, O Loxp Gov, the word that thou haſt 
ſpoken concerning thy ſervant, and concerning his 
houſe, eſtabliſh it for ever, and do as thou haſt ſaid. 
| And let thy name be magnified for ever, ſaying, 
The Lord of hoſts is the Gop over Iſrael: and let 
the houſe of thy ſervant David be eſtabliſhed before 
thee, 

For thou, O Lorp of hoſts, Gop of Iſrael, haſt 
revealed to thy ſervant ſaying, I will build thee an 


houſe: therefore hath thy ſervant found in his heart to 


pray this prayer unto thee. 

And now O Lord God, thou art that Gop, and 
thy words be true, and thou haſt e this good- 
neſs unto thy ſervant. 

Therefore now let it pleaſe thee to bleſs the houſe of 
thy ſervant, that it may continue for ever before thee ; 
for thou, O Lord Gop, haſt ſpoken it, and with 


thy bleſſing let the houſe of thy ſervant be bleſſed for 
ever. | 


ANNOTA- 


DAVIDs THANKSGIVING. 47 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


David was now at reſt from his enemies, and had eſta« 
bliſhed the public worſhip at JERUSALEM ; but he wiſhed to 
give the ſervice of Gop all the dignity due to it, to diffuſe 
the GLORY of the Lo RD throughout the ends of the earth, 
that the light of true religion ſhould riſe from IERUSALEX, 
lite the fun from his tabernacle ; that its going forth ſhould be 
from the uttermoſt parts of the heavens, and its circuit unto the 
ends of it, and that nothing ſhould be hid from the light and in- 
fluence of it. 

David had a deep ſenſe of the deficiency of his heſt endea- 
wvours, and an ardent deſire to do more, therefore formed a 
ſcheme for building a magnificent temple. Nathan the pro- 
phet was his friend, with him, therefore he conſulted ; who 
thinking it a laudable deſign, encouraged him to put it in 
execution; but as at this time he only ſpake according to the 
dictates of his own reaſon, he adviſed wrong; for the Lorp 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit, that he had appointed 
other buſineſs for David; and to ſoften the refuſal, gra- 


cioufly promiſed that his ſon ſhould build it, and that he 


would eſtabliſh his kingdom for ever. David was overcome 
with gratitude and aſtoniſhment, and haſted to the Taber- 
nacle, to pour out his acknowledgments to his Divine Be- 
nefactor ; his words need no comment; they are expreſſive 
of the utmoſt piety, modeſty, and humility. 
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David underſtanding, from Nathan's anſwer, that he was 
not to build a m_ unto the Lok, but that he was ap- 
a pointed 
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43 DAVID's DISPOSAL OF His CAPTIVES. 


pointed to ſubdue the enemies of Iſrael, and eſtabliſh his 
people in peace and ſecurity ; reflected, that as they were 
not in full poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, it was his peculiar 
buſineſs to drive out the idolators, and ſettle the tribes of 
Iſrael in their ſtead. He therefore began with the Philiſtines, 
having made no treaty with them; and it is likely that even 
Achiſh, who had behaved in ſo friendly a manner when Da- 
vid fled to him for ſuccour, had joined in committing ho{- 
tilities againſt him as king of Iſrael ; beſides, it was utterly 
inconſiſtent with David's preſent ſituation, to ſhew partial fa- 
vour towards Achiſh, from private motives, 

It is related that he ſubdued the Philiſtines, and took from 
them Metheg Ammah, by which is meant the city of Gath 
and territories belonging to it. 

The Moabites had been ſo effectually ſubdued by Ehud, 
that we read no more of them in ſacred hiſtory till the days 
of Saul, who warred againſt them with ſucceſs. The king 
of Moab behaved with great hoſpitality to David's parents ; 
however, when he came to the crown, they entered into a 
confederacy againſt him with the neighbouring nations, and 
renewed their hoſtilities; ſo David ſmote them alſo. The 
Lo RD had expreſsly . commanded, that the Iſraelites ſhould 
not attack the Edomites, Moabites, and Amorites, with- 
out provocation; for this reaſon, David was particularly care- 
ful to preſerve as many of their lives as he could. Having 
conquered the whole country, he took an exact ſurvey of 
every part of it, caſting them to the ground; that is to ſay, 
laying level their frong holds and fortified places, excepting 
ſuch as he thought proper to garriſon with his troops; then 
he marked out two tracks of the country, one conſiſting of 
thoſe Moabites who had been moſt active in the war againſt 
him, theſe he condemned to death; and the inhabitants of 


the other he ſaved alive, on condition of their paying him 
tribute. 


David 
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HICHES OF THE SYRIANS. 


aa others he ſaved alive, on condition of their payiag. lum 
Albute. 

David next went 19 YET his border at the rr Euphrates 
that is to ſay, extend his dominions as far as the grant given 
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by GoD to Abraham in theſe words, Uta thy feed ba U 


igen this land, from the. river of 1. oyþt unte tho great iwer 
the river Enphrates ; but he niet with grtat oppoſition rom 
from Hadadezar, the fon of Rehob, lo was at that time 
king of Zobah, in the land of Syria. 
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5 DESTRUCTION OF THE EDOMITES. 


fire agreeably to Gop's command, which was formerly given 
to prevent their placing dependance on their own power, and 
that they might truſt in Gop alone, 

We read that Joab ſmote every male in Edom, and after- 
wards put garriſons in that country; from which we may con- 
jecture, that the Edomites alſo had joined the former con- 


{piracy, to cut off Iſrael from being a nation, that the name nf 


Ifrael might no longer remain in remembrance. And from the 
account of Joab's ſeverity towards them, there is reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that as the Edomites had abuſed the mercy which 
Gop had commanded to be ſhewed towards them, David 
was authorized to put them to the word. We mult not, how- 
ever, imagine, that Joab deſtroyed all the inhabitants in 
the whole country of Edom; though we are told, at he cut 
off all the males; for this expreſſion may only extend to thoſe 
who were in arms againſt him, and ſhews that he ſpared the 
women and children, 

From the time of Moſes, when, as we read in a former 
part of this hiſtory, the Edomites refuſed Iſrael a paſſage 
through their land“, ſacred hiſtory is filent about them, 
except in reſpect to their joining the contederacy above-men- 
tioned; but it appears, that they had employed themſelves 
in extending their dominions, and applied themſelves to trade 
and navigation, particularly in the Arabian gulph. They 
dealt in very rich commodities : pure gold, gold of Ophir, 
the topaz of Ethiopia, corals, pearls, &c. and became a very 
conſiderable kingdom; but they now began to feel the effects 
of Iſaac's prophecy, that te elder ſhould ſerve the younger; 
for thoſe that were not deſtroyed, were either brought into 
ſubjection by Joab, or fled with their young king into Egypt. 

Though David was engaged in wars abroad, he did not 
neglect the adminiſtration of juſtice at home; all his ſubjects 
were ſafe under his protection, and ſhared the fruits of his 


„ see Section 9, Vol. 2. 
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CHERETHITES AND PELETULTES. 51 
good government. He made choice of able miniſters to diſ- 
charge the gredt oihces of the ſtate, Joan was commander in 
chief of the forces; he was a valiant man; but there is reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, David would willingly have preferred another to 
his place on account of his having murdered Afahe] ; but 
that he could not remove him without raiſing commotions in 

the kingdom, as Joab had a great deal of power. | 

JEHIEL was tutor and governor of the king's younger ſons. 
JzxHoSHAPHAT, the ſon of Ahilud, was recorder, that is te 
ſay, a remembrancer or writer of chronicles, foxATHAN 
and SERAIAH were the ſcribes, or, (as is ſuppoſed) the prin- 
cipal ſecretaries of flate. The brave Brexatan, who had per- 
formed noble cxploits, was the captain of the life-guard, 
called Cherethites and Pelethites. 

Cherethites* was another name for Philiſtines; but we can- 
not ſuppoſe that David preferred thoſe who had been the in- 
veterate enemies of Ins country (even if they were now he. 
come proſelytes) to his own ſubjects; the moſt probable con- 
jecture therefore is, that the Chereth:res were thoſe troops who 
had reſorted to him in his diſtreſs, gone along with him inte 
Philiſtia, and adhered to him in his calamities. 

The Pelethites are ſuppoſed to have been thoſe who reſorted 
to him at Ziglag, whilſt he was ſtill under the protection of 
Achiſh, and might be denominated Pelethizes, from the name 
of their leaderÞ+ Pelet, the ſon of Azmaveth. 

ZADOK, the ſon of Ahitub, and ABIMELECH, the ſon of 
Abiathar, were the prieſts; David's elder ſons were chief 
rulers; AHITOPHEL was the King's counſellor; and Hus], 
the Archite, was the King's companion. 

There were a number of other officers of fate in different 
departments, 


* Delany's Life of David. +. 2 Chron: xit. 3. 
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avi SENDETH FR MEPHIOSHETH JoNs 
THAN'S So. 


A IND David reigned over all Iſrael, and David ex- 
ecuted judgment and juſtice unto all his people. 

And David faid, Is there yet any that is left of the 
houſe of 5aul, that I may ſhew him kindneſs for 25 
nathan's fake! And there was of the houſe of Saul, 
ſervant whoſe name was Ziba; and when they 4 
called him unto David, the King faid unto him, Art 
thou Ziba? und he faid, thy ſervant is he. 

And the king ſaid, Is there not yet any of the 
houſe of Saul, that I may ſhew the kindneſs of GOD 
unto him? and Ziba ſaid unto the king, Jonathan 
hath yet a ſon, which is lame on his feet. | 

And the king faid unto him, Where is he? And 
Ziba {aid unto the king, Behold, he is in the houſe 
of Michir, che ſonof Ammich, in Lo- debar. 


+ 4 


Then king David fent, and fetched him out of the 
houſe of NMicher, the ſon of Ammiel, from Lo- debar. 
Now hen Mepldboſheth the ſon of Jonathan, the 
ſon of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, 
and did revereace. And David jaid, Mephüboſhetli. 
And he anſwered, Behold thy ſervant. | 
And David ſaid unto him, Fear not; for I will 
ſurely ſhew thee kindneſs, for Jonathan thy father's 


Take 


MEPHIBOSHETHs FEAR. 53 


ſake, and will reſtore thee all the land of Saul thy father, 
and thou n alt eat bread at my table continually. 


And lie bowed himſelf 10 ſaid, What 1s thy ſer- 


if, 
vant, that thou ſhouldeſt look upon fuch a dead dog as 
lam? Then the king called to Ziba Saul's ſervant, 
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And Mephiboſheth had a young ſon, whos name . 


was Micha: and all that dwelt in the houſe of Ziba, 
were ſervants unto Mephibothe h. 
So Mephiboſheth dwelt in Jeruſalem: for he did eat 


continually at the king's table: and was lame on both 


his feet. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Whenever David enjoyed an interval of pcace, he ſtudied 
to improve it to ſome good purpoſe; his gratitude to Gop 
had lately been exerted in bringing back the Ark, and the 
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54 NMEPHIBCSHETH's ESTABLISHMENT. 
pious deſign of building a temple for public worſhip : reli. 
gion was his firft care, and the good of his ſubjects was the 
next. | 
No doubt he often recollect2d with painful regret and ten- 
ter ſorrow, his dear frien' Jonathan; but whilſt his king- 
dem was in an unſettled ſtate, he could not with propriety 
and ſafety introduce into his family one of Sails race; be- 
ſides, it is probable, that David ſuppoſed Mephibotheth wa 
dead (as his nurfe concealed him) and that he thought there 
were none of Jonathan's pulterity alive; but as his covenant 
with him remained firmly impreſled on his memory, (as ſocn 
as he had regulated the attairs-of the flate) he refolved to 
ſhew kindacſs to any one of .Sail's family for Jonathan's 
ſake ; and when he found on enquiry, that there was ſtill a 
ſon of his beloved friend left, his heart panted with impa- 
tience to ſhew him kindneſs, to ſuccour and protect him, 
How kindly did Do remove the fears of Mephiheſheth, 
and provide for the ſupport of his houſhold, by giving him 


the paternal inheritance of Saul, and receiving him into his 


own family. | 
Mephiboſheth was now raiſed from a ſta'e of obſcurity and 
apprehenſion, to plenty, caſe, and magnificence; he had an 
ample fortune, and was treated as one of the royal family; 
beſides all this, he enjoyed the confidence of the king, who 
without doubt, took every opportunity of engaging his gra- 
titude, by acts of generoſity and tenderneſs. So we find, 


that David was faithful in the performance of his promiſes, 


and did not ſuffer proſperity and ſucceſs to obliterate the re- 
membrance of thoſe benefits which had been conferred on 
him in the time of his diſtreſs. How truely exemplary was 
his conduct in this inſtance ! 


r 


Davin's AMBASSARORS ABUSED BY THE Au- 
MONITES— A WAR ENSUES. 


A ND it came to paſs aſter this, that the king of the. 
/ children of Aminon died, and Hanun his for. 
reigned in his Read, | 

Then ſaid David, I will ihew kindneſs unto Hanwy 
the fon of Nahaih, as his father ſhewed kindneſs unto 
me. And David ſent to comfort him by the hand of 
his ſervants, for his father. And David's ſervants 
caine into the land of the children of Ammon. 

And the princes of the children of Ammon ſaid unto 
Hanun their lord, Thinkeſt thou that David dotl: 
honour thy father, that he hath ſent comforters unto 
thee? hath not David rather ſent his ſervants unto 
thee, to fearch the city, and to ſpy it out, and to 
overthrow it? Wherefore Hanun took David's fer- 


vants, and ſhaved off one half of their beards and cut 


their garments ſhort, and ſent them away. 

When they told it unto David, he ſent to meet 
them, becauſe the men were greatly aſhamed; and 
the king faid, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be 
crown, and then return, | 

And when the children of Ammon ſaw that they 
ſtank before David, the children of Ammon ſent and 
hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, and the Syrians of 
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16 DAVID's AMBASSADORS: 
Zoba, twenty thouſand ſootmen, and of king Mz. 


acah, a thouſand men, and of Iſh-tob twelve thou- 
ſand men. 


And when David heard of it, he ſent Joab, and al! 
the hoſt of the mighty men. 


And the children of Ammon came out, and put the 
battle in array at the entering in of the gate: and the 
Syrians of Zoba and of Rehob, and Iſh-tob, and Ma- 
acah were by themſelves in the field. 

When Joab ſaw that the front of the battle was 
Againſt him before aud behind, choke or all the 
choice men of iſrael, and put theit in array againſt 
the Syrians. | 

And the reſt of the people he delivered into the. 


hands of Abiſhai his bro: hes that he might put them 
in array againſt the children of Ammon. 


And he ſaid, If the Syrians be too ſtrong for me, 
then thou ſhalt help me: but if tae children of Am- 
mon be too ſtrong for thee, then 1 will come and 


help thee. 

Be of good courage, and let us play the men for 
our people, and for the cities of our God: and the. 
1.02D do that which ſeemeth him good, 

And joab drew nigh, and the people that were with 
him, unto tle battle againſt the Syrians: and they 
fied before him. 

\nd when the children of Ammon ſaw that the 
1 were fled, then fed they alſo before Abiſhai, 
and entered into the city: ſo Joab returned from the 
children of Ammon, and came to Jeruſalem. 


And 
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And when the Syrians ſaw that they were ſmitten 
before Iſrael, they gathered themſelves together, 

And Hadarezer ſent and brought out the Syrians 
that were beyond the river: and they came to He- 
lam: and Shobach the captain of tlie hoſt of Hadare- 
zer went before them. | 

And when it was told Das id nie gathered all II- 
rael together, and paſied over Jordan, and came to 
Helam : and the wyrians Tet themſelves in array againſt 
David, and fought with him. 

And the Syrians fled before IHacl, and David flew 
the men of ſeven hundred chariots of ttc Syrians, and 
torty thouſand horſemen, and ſmote Shobach the cap- 
tain of their hoſt, who died there. 

And when all the kings that were ſcrvants to Ha- 


darezer ſaw that they were {mitten Beto! e Irael, then 7 


made peace with Ifrael, and ſerved hem. So the 
Syrians feared to help the children of 2 5 mon any 
more. 


ANNOTATIONS AN p REFLECTIONS. 


What particular kindneſs Nahaſh had ſhewn to David, we 
are not informed; but it muſt as ve been whilſt he was per- 
tecuted by Saul. | 

The indignity which Hanun put upon David's amballadors 
was very great, becauſe long beards and long gartients were 
marks of honour- and diſtinction ; and cutting ot the bearg 
was a matter of the higheſt reproach ; for it was inflicted in 
ſome places as a puniſhment for heinous offences, and was a 

D 5 particular 
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particular inſult to the Jews, as their religion prohibited the: 
cutting off any part of their beards. 

David, though he muſt nate rally reſent this contemptuou: 
and injurious treatment of his ambaſſadors, did not make any 
preparations for war, till the Ammonites, who expected to 
feel the effects of his reſentment, had hired confederates and 
taken the field. It was a fixed principle with David, never 
to indulge his . revenge againſt any people; therefore we 
may conclude, that he referred himſelf to Gop, and had 


permiſſion to ſend forth his army with Joab to repel the in- 
vaſion. | 


Joab inadvertently expoſed himſelf and his army to great 
danger, by not gaining proper information in reſpect to the 
ſituation of the enemy ; but with a happy preſence of mind, 
and proper confidence in Gop, he animated his ſoldiers by 
a noble ſpeech, and they drove their enemics before them. 
J his ſpeech is remarkable for its propriety. The ſentiments 
Joab expreſſed, are ſuch as every commander, engaged in a 
proper cauſe, ſhould endeavour to inſpire his troops with, 
when preparing for battle—To be of good courage; to ac- 
quit themſelves like men; and to leave the event of the bat- 
tle to the LoRD os HosTs. | 

Whether the ſeaſon of the year was too far advanced to 
keep the field, or for what reaſon Joab returned to Jeruſfa- 
tem, we are not told; but it ſeems, the Syrians expected 
another attack, and prepared accordingly ; when David 
learnt this, he collected his troops, and went againſt them 
in pcrſon; a battle enſued, in which was the greateſt flaugh- 
ier that is recorded in any of David's wars. | 

The gaining of this battle effectually finiſhed the Syrian 
var, and eſtabliſhed David's dominions on that fide, to the 
®tmeſt extent of Gop's promiſe to Abraham. - 

«© Now * was David advanced to the higheſt pitch of 
power and grandeur; he had been ſucceſsful in eight ſeveral 


* Delany's Life of King David. 
| | wars, 
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wars, all righteouſly begun; and what is very extraordinary, 
had fought no battle which he did not win, and aſſaulted nv 
city which he did not take, for the LoRD was wth him.” 


. 


DaviD CAUSETH URIAH Tro BE SLAIN IN BAr- 
TLE—AND TAKETH BATHSHEBA TO BE HI. 
WIFE. | 


A ND it came to pats, that after the year was ex- 

pired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, 
that David ſent Joab and his ſervants with him, and 
all Iſrael; and they deſtroyed the children of Am- 


mon, and beſieged Rabbah: but David tarried (till at 


ſeruſalem. 

And it came to paſs, that as David walked on the 
roof of his houſe, that he beheld a woman, and ſhe 
was beautiful, | 

And David ſent and enquired after her, and one 
ſaid, Is not this Bathſheba the wife of Uriah the Hit- 


tite. And David ſent meſſengers and took her, but 


the woman returned to her huſband's houſe. 
And it came to paſs that David wrote a letter to 


Joab, ſaying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the 
hotteſt battle, and retire ye from him, that he may 
be ſmitten, and die. 


And it came to paſs when Joab obſerved the city, 
that he aſſigned Uriah unto a plage where he knew 
that valiant men were. 
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And the men of the city went out, and fought with: 
Joab: and there fell ſome of the people of the ſervants 
of David, and Uriah the Hittite died alſo. 

Then Joab ſent, and told David all the things con- 
cerning the war. | 

And charged the meſſenger, ſaying, When thou 
haſt made an end of telling the matters of the war unto 
the king, and if ſo be that the king's wrath ariſe, and 
he ſay unto thee, Wherefore approached ye ſo nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight: knew ye not that 
they would ſhoot from the wall ? who ſmote Abime- 
lech the ſon of Jerub- beſheth? did not a woman caſt 
a piece of a milſtone upon him from the wall that he 
died in Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? then 
tay thou, Thy ſervant Uriah the Hittite is dead alſo. 
So the mettenger went, and came and ſhewed Da- 
vid all that foab had ſent him for. 
lud the meſtenger ſaid unto David, Surely the 
men prevailed againſt us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them even unto the en- 
tering of the gate. 

And the ſhooters ſhot from off the wall upon thy 
ſervants, and ſome of the king's ſervants be dead, and 
thy ſervant Uriah the Hittite is dead allo, 

Then David ſaid unto the meſienger, - Thus ſhalt 
thou ſay unto. Joab, Let not til is thing diſpleaſe thee: 
for the ſword devoureth one as well as another: make 
thy battle more ſtrong againſt the city, and overthrow 
it; ind encourage thou him. 


And 
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And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her 
huſband was dead, ſhe mourned for her huſband. 

And when the mourning was paſt, David fent, and 
fetched her to his houſe, and the became his wife, 
and bare him a fon: but the thing that David had 
done diſpleaſed the Lorp. - 

And the Lord ſent Nathan unto David: and he 
came unto him, and faid unto him, There were two 
men in one city; the one rich and the other poor. 

The rich man had exceeding many Rocks and 
herds: but the poor man had nothing fave one little 
ewe-lamb, which he had bought and nouriſhed up: 
and it grew up together with him, and with his chil- 
dren; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his 
own cup, and lay in his boſom, aud was unto him as 
a daughter, 

And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he 
{pared to take of his own Rocks, and of his own herd, 
to dreſs for the wayfaring man that was come unto 
him, but took the poor man's lamb, and dreſſed it 
for the man that was come to him. 

And David's anger was greatly kindled againſt the 
man, and he ſaid to Nathan, As the Los liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing, ſhall ſurely die. 

And he (hall reſtore the lamb four-fold, becauſe he 
did this thing, and becauſe he had no pity. 

And Nathan ſaid to David, Thou art the man. 

Thus faith the LoRD Good of Ifrael, T anointed - 
thee king over Iſrael, and I delivered thee out of 
the hand of Saul; and I gave thee thy maiter's houſe, 

and 


DAVIDs CONTRITION. 


and I gave thee the houſe of Iſrael, and of Judah; 
and if that had been too little I would moreover have 
given unto thee ſuch and ſuch things. 

Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the commandment of 
the Lorp, to do evil in his fight? thou haſt killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the ſword, and haſt taken his 
wife to be thy wife, and haſt ſlain him with the ſword 
of the children of Ammon. 

Now therefore the ſword ſhall never depart from 
thine houſe; becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me, and 
haſt taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy 
wife. 


Thus ſaith me LorD, Behold, I will raiſe up evil 


G2 


unto thee out of thine own houſe, for thou didſt it ſe- 
cretly, but I will do this thing before Iſrael, and be- 


fore the ſun. 

And David faid unto Nathan, I have ſinned againſt 
the Lord. And Nathan ſaid unto David, The 
Loy alfo hath put away thy fin; thou ſhalt not die. 

Howbeit, becauſe by this deed thou haſt given 
great occaſion to the eneinies of the Loxp to blaſ- 


pheme, the child alſo. that is born unto thee, ſhall 
ſurely die. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It is ſhocking to read, that David, who was ſo well ac- 
quainted with his duty, ſhould commit ſuch enormous crimes. 


The ſin of taking another man's wife, which is called adul- 


wry, was forbidden under the JEW: law on pain of death; 


yet 


DAVID REMORSE. 63 
yet David was not only guilty of it, but added treachery and 
murder to it! It is needleſs to enlarge on the nature of his 
offences, for our own reaſon teaches us, that they were very 
great, Nothing can be ſaid in excuſe for David; and it is to 
be feared, that proſperity had made him leſs attentive to 
the performance of his religious exerciſes, or they would have 
kept his mind from deſiring, what Gop's law forbad him 
to covet: we“ will, however, ſuppoſe, that he ſuffered in 
private all the azonies of remorſe and felt-condemnation ; 
but Gop required more, and therefore ſent the prophet 
Nathan to bring him to public confeſſion. Nathan executed 
his commiſſion with ſo much judgment and addreſs, that the 
king, without knowing it, pronounced ſentence on himſelf, 
Did he deſerve to die who had taken his neighbour's lamb ? 
How much more he who had taken his neighbour's wife, and 
cauſed him to be ſlain; —who had abuſed God's bounty, and 
deſpiſed the commandment of the LORD? | 
David did not offer to extenuate his guilt, but, ſtung with 
thame, and oppreſſed with a dread of the Divine vengeance 
ſo juſtly due, acknowledged his fin; and the LorpD, know- 
ing that his penitence was ſincere, to ſave him from deſpair, 
permitted Nathan to aſſure him, that he would ſpare V life, 
and /ave him from eternal death; but it was neceſſary, for the 
honour of Gop, that ſome exemplary puniſhment ſhould fall 
on ſuch a ſinner; leſt blaſphemous men ſhould ſay, the LORD 
Twas partial in his dealings, and a reſpefer of perſons + and we 
ſhall find, that all the evils, which Nathan foretold, fell up- 
on David afterwards, | | 
As ſoon as the king found that his guilt was known to the 
world, he reſolved to do all in his power to wipe off the re- 


proach he had brought on that holy religien, which he had 


raken ſuch pains to propagate ; and make all poſlible repara- 
non for his offence, both to Gop and man. Could the blood 


* Delany's Life of King David. | 
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of thouſands of burnt ſacrifices have waſhed away the ſtain 
of guilt from his polluted mind, gladly would he have ot 
fered them; but for ſuch crimes, the only ſacrifice that could 
be acceptable to the LoxD was, repentance and humiliation ; 
he therefore reſolved to make“ a public confeſſion before 
his people, and for this purpoſe compoſed the following 
pſalm, commanding it to be ſung in the Tabernacle, in the 
preſence of the congregation, himſelf attending, and proſ- 
trate before the throne of mercy. - 


DAVIDs CONFESSIONI. 


Hawe mercy upon me, O Gop, according to thy loving kind: 
neſs, according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out 
my tranſgreſſions. 

Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe nc from 
my ſin. 

For I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions e and my 1 nts ever fore 
me. 

Againſt thee, thee only, have I ji ned, and 3 this evil in 
thy fight : that thou mighteſt be juſtified When thou ſpeakeſt, and 
be clear when thou judgeſt. 

Behold, I abas fhapen in iniquity: and in fin did my mother 
concetve me. 

Behold, thou defireft truth in the inward farts; and in the 
hidden part thou ſhalt maze me to know wiſdom. 

Purge me with hyſſoþ, and I fhall be clean ; awaſh me, and 
J. Hall be whiter than ſnow. | 

Make me to hear joy and gladueſs : that the bones which tho: 
 baſt broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my ſins ; a blot out all mine iniqultics. 

Create in me a clean teens O Gop; and renew a right ſpt- 
rit Within me. 


* Delany's Life of David. ' + Pſalm li. | 
Caſt 


of 


DAVIDs CONFESSION. 63 


Caſt me not awway from thy preſence ; and take not thy holy 
Sprrit from me. | 

Reflore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation; and uphold me with 
{ "y free ſpirit. 

Then awill I teach tranſgrefſors thy ways, and ſinners ball be 
wnverted unto thee. 

Deliver me from blocd-guiltineſs, O Gov, thou GOD of my 
ſalvation : and my tongue ſhall ſing aloud of thy righteouſneſs. 

O LonrD, en thou my lips, and my mouth ſhall fhex forth 
7% prat ſe. X 

Fer thou d ſireſt not ſacrifice, elſe would give it, thou de- 
iohioft not in burnt-offeriag. 

The ſacrifices of GOD are a broken ſpirit ; a broken and a con- 
tr:te heart, O Gon, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Do good in thy good pleaſure umto Zion build thou the walls 
of Je ruſe len. . 

Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ſacrifices of righteoufneſs, 
with burnt-nffering, and whole burnt-ofering ; then ſhall they. 
fer oullocks upon thing altar. 


Let us ſuppoſe that we behold the greateſt monarch upon- 
earth thus humbled for his ſins before Gop, confeſſing his 
crime with contrition and confuſion of face, calling out for 
mercy, and imploring pardon in the preſence of his meaneſt 


ſb 


lubjects; and we cannot but feel the greateſt abhorrence of 


zuilt, which alone could reduce him to ſuch a ſituation. 


3eſides the diſpleaſure of Gop, and the reproach he had 
brought on religion, David was ſcorned by his enemies, and 
inſulted by his inferiors z ſurely, no one will be encouraged 
to imitate him in his crimes ; for ſuppoſing that they could 
even be certain of practiſing the ſame degree of penitence, 
what pleaſure on carth can be worth ſo dear a purchaſe ? 


But we ſhall be able to comprehend his accumulated diſtreſs 


better from his own words, than from any other delcrip - 
tion of it, 


Jam 
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I am weary of my crying, my throat is dried mine eves fol 
«while I wait for my GOD. 

O Gov, thou knoweſt my fooliſhneſs; and my jins are not hi! 
from thee, 

Let not them that wait on thee, O LoRD GOD of hoſts, . 
aſhamed for my ſakes let not thoſe that ſeek thee, be confounded 
for my jake, O GOD of Iſrael. 

Becauſe for thy fake I have borne reproach; ſhame hath cg. 
ered my Jace. 

I am become a flranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my 
mether's children. 

For the zeal of thine hauſe hath caten me up; and the reproaches 
of them that reproached thee, are fallen upon me. 

When I wept, and en my foul with faſting, that uu 
to my reproach, 


I made ſackloth alſo my garment « and I became a proverb t9 
them. 


They that fit in the gate, ſpeak againſt me; and I was the 
Jong of the drunkards. 


But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O LORD, in an accep- 


table time: O Gop, in the multttude of thy mercy hear me, in 


the truth of thy ſalvation, 
Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not or f nk: let me be de- 
| livered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters. 

Let not theawater-flood overflow me, neither let the deep ſwal- 
low me up, and let not the pit ſhut her mouth upon me. 


Hear me, O Lo Rp, for thy lowing kindneſs is good; turn unto 


me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 
And hide not thy face from hy ſervant, for I am in trouble: 
bear me ſpeedily. 


Draw nigh unto my ſoul, and redeem ite deliver me becauſe of 
nine enemies. 


Thou haſt known my reproach acl my Om and my diſhonour : 
mine adverſaries are all before thee, 


* Pſalm Ixix. 


Rep raach | 
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Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am full of heawineſs : 


| and I looked for ſome to take pity, but there yas none; and for 
EF comforters, but I found none. 
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HIS SORROW ON THAT CoCASION, AND BE- 


HAVIOUR WHEN HE DIE. 


ND Nathan departed unto his houſe: and the 
Lorp ſtruck the child that Uriah's wife bare 
unto David, and it was very ſick. 


David therefore boſoucht Gop for the child, and 
. T 3 


David faſted, and went in, and lay all night upon 
the earth, 

{rd the elders of his houſe aroſe, and went to him, 
to raiſe him up from the earth: but he would not, 
wither did he eat bread with them. 

And it came to paſs on the ſeventh day, that the 
child died: and the ſervants of David feared to tel! 


| him that the child was dead: for they ſaid, Behold, 


chile the child was yet alive, we ſpake unto him, 


and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will 


he then vex himſelf, if we tell him that the child is 


dead? but when David ſaw that his ſervants whit- 
pered, David perceived that the child was dead: there- 
fore David ſaid unto his ſervants, Is the child dead? 
And they ſaid, He is dead. 
Then 
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Then David aroſe from the earth, and waſhed and 
anointed himſelf, and changed his apparel, and cam: 
into the houſe of the Lorp, and worſhipped: then hz 
came to his own houſe, and when he required, they 
ſet bread before him, and he did eat. 

Then ſaid his ſervants unto him, What thing i 
this that thou haſt done? thou didſt faſt and and wz.cy 
for the child while it was alive, but when the chile 
was dead, thou did$. riſe and eat bread. 

And he ſaid, While the child was yet alive, I faſted 
and wept: for I ſaid, V/ ho can tell whether God will 
be gracious to me, that the child may live? but now 
he is dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt? can I bring him 

back again? I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not return 
to me. | 


bare a fon and called his name Solomon; and the 
LoRp loved him. 

And he ſent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; 
and he called his name Jedidiah, becauſe of the 
Lox. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It was very natural for David, in his peculiar ſituation, to 
feel the moſt pungent ſorrow on account of the ſickneſs of 
his child, though it was ſo very young; for he ſuffered on 
this occaſion, as a ſinner, as well as a parent; but when it 
was dead, we find he ceaſed to grieve, for he knew it was is 
duty to ſubmit with patience and reſignation to the Divine 

will; and to reconcile himſelf to the death of the child, ſince 
| | its 


And David comforted Bathſheba his wife, and ſie 
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s ſufferings were at end, and it was no longer an object of 
tender commiſeration. In this inſtance David ſet an excellent 
example to all parents, who meet with a ſimilar affliction ; 
but what ſuperior conſolation may Chriſtians derive from the 
thepe which the Goſpel affords, that their beloved infants, 
chen taken from them, are immediately received by their 
merciful Saviour, and admitted to a ſuperlative degree of 
[happineſs in the regions of bliſs! It then they wiſh to meet 
again thoſe whom they have reſigned with ſuch heart-rend- 


late their lives by the rules of the Goſpel, imitating little 
children in ſimplicity, humility, and purity of heart, tha 
they may hereafter with them always behold the face of their 
Father which is in heaven“. 

How gracious was the Loxp in ſending Nathan wich a 
meſſage of conſolation, from which David derived hopes 
| that his penitence was acceptable, and his prayer heard. 
He now reſolved to bear all the temporal evils that had been 
| threatened, with patience and reſignation ; ſince Gop had 
not caſt him out from his preſence, nor taken his Holy Spirit from 
in.“ In this particular, his behaviour affords another 
| *xemplary leffon to Chriſtians, 

* Matt, xvii. 

As David's crime in reſpe{t to Uriah is a great ſubject of de: iſion 
e SCOFFERS, I beg leave to reſer my readers to his life weitten by 
De, Chandler and Dr. Delany, for a ſatisfatory diſcuſſion of the ſub- 
ject; as the nature of my plia will not admit of my producing the ar- 


{ 


zuments which are given by them in extenuation of it, 
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The Iſraelites continued to carry on the war with the Am- 


monites, from whence we may ſuppoſe, that they had been 
ntimidated by the death of Uriah and his brave followers, 


anc. 


ing pangs, let them have a more particular regard to regu- 
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and had not proceeded with ſo much vigour as before, and 
that the enemy made a more reſolute reſiſtance; at length, 
however, Joab made a breach in that part of the city where 
their reſervoirs of water were, which reduced them to the ne- 
ceſſity of ſubmitting; Joab therefore exhorted king David to 
come and put a finiſhing hand to the ſiege, 

This was an expedition which came very ſeaſonably to re- 
move David's melancholy, to relieve his diſtreſs, and to blot 
out from the minds of his ſubjects the memory of his guilt in 
relation to Uriah, and alſo to revive his glory in arms. Rab- 
bah was a royal and populous city, the metropolis of Ara- 
bia Felix, watered, and in ſome meaſure ſurrounded, by the 
river Jabbok. It had its name from its grandeur, and was 
now in the height of its glory; and therefore we may ſup- 
poſe, that the taking of it brought a great acceſſion of glory 
to David, as we are told it did of wealth. 

It is ſaid that the weight of the king of Rabbah's crown 
which David took from his head was a talent of gold*. This 
text is ſuppoſed to be tranſlated wrong, and that, it ſhould 
be ſaid, the value of the crown with the precious ſtones made 
a talent of gold, amounting to about l. 

It appears that the king of Rabbah was depoſed, and David 
crowned in his ſtead; this king was Hanun, who had treated 
David's ambaſſadors with ſo much indignity; and it is imagined 
that David made Shi, another ſon of Nahaſh, his viceroy at 
Rabbah; for in a ſubſequent part of this hiſtory, it is ſaid, 
that Shobi was in friendſhip with David, and ſhewed him great 
kindneſs, _ 1 
David has been greatly cenſured for his treatment of his pri- 

ſoners in this defeat. It is ſaid, that he brought them forth, 

and put them under ſaws, and under harrows of iron; and 

that he made them paſs through the brick-kilns. To be ſure 

it is dreadful to read of ſuch tortures; but if they were actu- 
* Eſtay for a new Tranſlation. 
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ally inflicted, it could only have been by way of retaliation, 
The Iſraelites were raiſed up on purpoſe to be a ſcourge upon 
every vice and enormity in the idolatrous nations; and it was 
an invariable, and fixed point of duty, to retort upon thoſe 
ſinners, every cruelty they committed. But there is another 
way of explaining this text, which is, I think, more ſatisfac- 
tory: a learned author aſſures us, that it may be tranſlated, 
he brought forth the inhabitants of it, and put them to the ſaw, 
to iron mines, and to iron axes; and tranſported them 19 the 


brick-kilns; that is, he reduced them to ſlavery, and put them 


to the moſt ſervile employments; ſome to one kind of labour, 
ſome to another, by which means he brought them into entire 
ſubjection. It is certain that David did not deſtroy all the 
Ammonites; becauſe we read, that in the reigns of future 
kings of Iſrael, they were very numerous. 

After this memorable victory, David, with his whole army, 
returned to Jeruſalem. 


* Chandler's Life of David. 


E 
ABSALOM KILLETH HIS BROTHER AMNON, 


AND Abſalom David's fon hated his brother Am- 
non, becauſe he had done evil to his ſiſter 

Tamar. Ls 

And it came to paſs, that Abſalom, had ſheep-ſhear- 


ers in Baal-hazor, which is beſide Ephraim: and 


Abſalom invited all the king's ſons. 5 
And Abſalom came to the king, and ſaid, Behold 


now thy ſervant hath ſheep-ſhearers, let the King, 1 


beſeech thee, and his ſervants, go with thy ſervant. 
And. 
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And the king ſaid to Abſalom, Nay, my fon, let 
us not all now go, leſt we be chargeable unto thee. 
And he preſſed him: howbeit he would not go, but 
bleſſed him. 

Then ſaid Abſalom, If not, I pray thee, let my 
brother Amnon go with us. And the king ſaid unto 
him, Why ſhould he go with thee? but Abfalom 
preſſed him, that he let Amnon and all the king's ſons 
go with him. 

Now Abſalom had commanded his ſervants, ſay- 
ing, Mark ye now when Amaon's heart is merry with 
wine, and when I ſay unto you, Smite Amnon, then 


kill him, tear not: have I not commanded you? be 


courageous, and be valiant. | 
And the fervants of Abſalom did unto Amnon, 
as Abſalom had commanded: then all the king's fons 


aroſe, and every man gat him up upon lis raule, and 


fled. 
And it came to paſs While they were in the way, 
that tidings came to David, ſaying, Abſalom hath 


ſtain all the king's ſons, and there 1s not one of them 


Jen. 

'Then the king aroſe, and tare his garments, and 
lay on the earth; and all his fervants ſtood by with 
their clothes rent. A 

And joradab ite fon of Shimeah David's brother, 
anſwered d faid, Let not my lord ſuppoſe that they 
have 112 all the young. men the King's ſons; for 
Amn only is dead: ſor by the appointment of Ab- 
flo: this hath been determined, | 


Now 
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Now therefore let not my lord the king take the 
ching to his heart, to think that all the king's s ſons are 
deed: for Amnon only is dead. 

But Abſalom fled. And the young man that kept 
the watch, lift up his eyes, and looked, and behold, 
there came muzh people by the way of the hill- ſide 
behind him. 

And Jonadab ſaid unto the king, Behold, the 
king's fons come: as thy ſervant ſaid fo it is. 

And it came to paſs aſſoon as he had made an end 
of ſpeaking, that behold, the king's ſons came, and 
lift up their voice and wept: and the King allo, and 
all his ſervants wept very fore. 


But Abſalom fied and went to Talmai, the ſon of 


Ammihud, king of Geſhur: and David mourned 
for his fon every day. 

So Abſalom fed, and went to Geſhur, and was 
thtre three year 

And the foul of king David longed to go forth unto 
Abſalom: for he was comforted concerning Amnon, 
leeing he was dead, 

Now Joab the fon of Zeruiah perceived that the 
king's heart was toward Abſalom. 

And he entreated the king. And the king ſaid unto 
ſoab, Go and bring the young man Abſalom again. 

And Joab fell to the ground on his face, and bowed 
himſelf, and thanked the king: and Joab faid, Fo- 


day thy .fervant knoweth that I have found grace in 


thy ſight, my lord, O king, in that the king hath ful- 
filled the requeſt of his ſervant. 
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So Joab aroſe and went to Geſhur, and brought 
Abſalom to Jeruſalem. 

And the king ſaid, Let him turn to his own houle, 
and let him not ſee my face. So Abſalom returned 
to his cn houſe, and ſaw not the king's face. 

But in all Iſrael there was none to be ſo much 
praiſed as Abſalom for his beauty: from the ſole of 
his foot even to the crown of his head there was no 
blemiſh-in him, | 

And when he polled his head, (tor it was at every 
year's end that he polled it: becauſe the hair was 
heavy on him, therefore he polled it:) he weighed 
the hair of his head at two hundred ſhekels after tir 
king's. weight, 

And unto Abſalom there were born thee ſons, and 
one daughter, whoſe name was Tamar: ſhe was a 
woman of a fair countenance. 

So Abſalom dwelt two full years in Jeruſalem, and 
law not the king's face. 

Therefore Abſalom ſent for Joab, to have feat him 

to the king; but he would not come to him; and 
when he ſent again the ſecond time, he would not 
bene; 
Therefore he ſaid unto his ſervants, See, ſoab's 
field is near mine, and he hath barley there; go, and 
ſet it on fire. And Abſalom's ſervants ſet the field 
on fire. 5 10 

Then Joab aroſe and came to Abſalom unto his 
houſe, and ſaid unto him, Wheretore have thy ſer- 

vants, 


| 
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NATHANs PROPHECY. 75 
vants ſet my field on fire? and Abſalom anſwered | 
Joab, Behold, I ſent unto thee, ſaying, Come hither 
that I may ſend thee to the king, to ſay Wherefore 
am I come from Geſhur? it had been good for me 


to have been there ſtill: now therefore let me fee 
the king's face; and if there be any iniquity in me, 
let him kill me. | 

So Joab came to the king, and told him. And 
when he had called for Abſalom, he came to the King, 
and bowed himſelf on his face to the ground before 
the king, And the king kifled Ablalom. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Tie: prophecy of Nathan now: began to be fulfilled upors 
David before his eyes: the ſword was brought into his houſe, 


and not likely to depart from it. The facred hiſtorian moſt 


pathetically deſcribes David's diſtreſs on this afllicting occa- 
ion, by which he was deprived of two of his ſuns; for one 
Was killed by the unnatural and barbarous Command of his 
brother, -and the murderer was obliged to fice away, in order 
to ſecure himlelf from public juſtice, 

It appears from Abſalom's ſubſequent conduct, that he 
was actuated to the ccucl deed, partly by reſentment, and 
partly by ambition, tor he aſpired to the crown; and when 
Amnon was removed, he was the eldeſt fon; it was ſuppoſed 
that Chilcab was dead, as no mention is made of him. 

Abſalom was the ſon of Maachah daughter cf Yaimai, king 
of Geſhur; he therefore fled for protection to the dominions 
of his grandfather. How it came to paſs that David made an 
alliance with a foreign princeſs, we are not informed; but it 
is ſuppoſed, that ſhe was a proſelyte to the Jewiih religion, 
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1 
Had he obſerved the command of Gop given by Moſes, that 
the king ſhould not multiply wives to himſelf, he would, in all 
probability, have eſcaped a variety of ſins, and conſequently 
many misfortunes; butin thoſe days it was the cuſtom to have 
a great many; and as David had no more than was uſual, we 
may ſuppoſe he did not think he was wrong in this particular. 

Joab (either from affection, or to make his court to the 
king) invented an ingenious artifice in order to have Abſalom 
recalled“; the thing was managed with great ingenuity and 
addreſs, and without doubt David was greatly pleaſed with 
it; but much as he longed to ſee Abſalom, he reſtrained his 
v.1mes, leſt he ſhould be thought to countenance his ſin. 

Abſalom, we find, was remarkable for his beauty and inſi- 
auating diſcourſe; and therefore it is ſuppoſed, he made uſe 
of theſe advantages to gain popularity; and perhaps perſuaded 
the people to think that he was fully juſtified in killing Amnon, 
and that his father was too rigid in baniſhing him his preſence 
on that account. 

Though Joab had taken ſuch pains to prevail on David to 
ſuffer Abſalom to come back to Jeruſalem, he had too much 
policy to be very urgent for his return to court, becauſe it 
was likely, that his own intereſt and influence might be lef- 
lened by 1t, | 

It was very mortifying to a vain young tnan to be detained 
in obſcurity; and therefore, when Abſalom found his meſ- 
ſages were neglected, he determined to ſhew his reſentment ; 
what David felt when he ſaw Abſalom, is eaficr to imagine 
than deſcribe, | 


See 2 Sam. ch. 14. 
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ABSALOM FORMETH A CONSPIRACY, AND PE- 


LUDETH THE PEOPLE, 


ND it came to paſs after this, that Abſalom pro- 


pared him chariots, and horſes, and fifty men to 
run before him. 

And Abſalom role up early, and ſtood beſide the 
way of the gate: and it was ſo, that when any man 
that had a controverly came to the king for judgment, 
then Abſalom called unto. him, and faid, Of what 
city art thou? And he faid, 'Thy forvant is cf one of 
the tribes of Iſracl. 

And Abſalom ſaid unto him, See thy matters are 


good and right, but there is no man deputed of the 


King to hear thee, 

{bſalom ſaid moreover, Oh thatT were made judge 
in the land, that every man which hath any ſuit or 
cauſe, might come unto me, and I would do him 
juſtice, | | 

And it was fo, that when any man came nigh to 
him to do him obeifance, he put forth his hand, and 
took him and kiſſed him. | 

And on this manner did Abſalom to all Iſrael that 


came to the king for judgment: fo Abſalom ſtole the 


hearts of the men of Iſrael. 
E 3 And 
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3 ABSALOMs CONSPIRACY. 


And it came to pals afterwards, that Abſalom 
{aid unto the king, I pray thee let me go and pay my 
vow, which I have vowed unto the Loxp, in Fe- 
bron. 

For thy fervant vowed a vow while I abode at Ge- 
ſnur in Syria, ſaying, If the Lokp ſhall bring me 
again, indeed to Jeruſalem, then 1 will ſerve the 
LORD. | 

And the king faid unto him, Go in peace. So he 
aroſe and went to Hebron. 

Eut Abſalom ſent ſpies throughout all the tribes of 
Iſrach, ſaying, As ſoon as ye hear the found of the 
trumpet, then ye ſhall ſay, Abſalom reigneth in He- 
bron. 

And with Abſalom went two hundred men out of 
Jeruſalem, that were called, and they went in their 
implicity, and they knew not any thing. 

And Abſalom ſent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, 
David's counſellor, from his city, even from Giloh, 
white he offered facritices: and the conſpiracy was 
ſtrong; for the people meal continually with Ab- 
ſalom. 8 

And there came a meſſenger to David, ſaying, The 
hearts of the men of Iſrael are after Abſalom. 

And David faid unto all his ſervants that were with 
him at Jeruſalem, Ariſe, and let us flee; for we ſhall 
not elfe eſcape from Abſalom: make ſpeed to depart, 
leſt he overtake us ſuddenly, and bring evil upon us, 
and ſmite the ciry with the edge of the ſword, 


And 
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And the king's ſervants ſaid unto the king, Behold, 
thy ſervants are ready to do whatſoever my lord the 
ing {na!l appoint. 28 

And the king went forth, and all his houſhold af. 
ter him: and the king left ten women to keep the 
ncuſe, | 

And the king went forth, and all the people after 
him, and tarried in a place that was far off, 

And all his ſervants paſſed on beſide him: and all 
the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Git- 
tites, ſix hundred men which came after him from 
Gath, paſſed on before the king. 

Then ſaid the king to Ittai the Gittite, Wherefore 
goeſt thou alſo with us? return to thy place, and abide: 
with the king: for thou art a ſtranger, and alſo an 
exile, 

V/hereas thou cameſt but yeſterday, ſhould 1 this 
day make thee to go up and down with us? ſeeing I 
go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy 
brethren: mercy and truth be vt thee. 

And Ittai anſwered the king, and faid, As the 
Lon p liveth, ſurely in what place my lord the king 
ſhall be, whether in death or life, even there alſo wall 
thy ſervant be. 

And David ſaid to Ittai, Go, and paſs over. And 
Ittai the Gittite paſſed over and all his men, and all 
the little ones that were with him. 

And all the country wept with a loud voice, and 

!! the people paſſed over: the king alſo himſelf paſſed 
E 4 over 
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80 THE ARK: SENT BACK; 


over the brook Kidron, and all the people paſſed over, 
toward the way of the wilderneſs, 

And lo Zadok alſo, and all the Levites were with 
him, bearing the ark of the covenant of Gop, and 
they ſet down the ark of Gop; and Abiathar went 
up, until all the people had done paſſing out of the 
city. | 

And the king ſaid unto Zadok, Carry back the ark 
of CoD into the city: if I ſhall find favour in the eyes 
of the Lon, he will bring me again, and ſhew me 
both it, and his habitation. | 

But if he thus ſay, I have no delight in thee: be- 
hold, here am I, let him do to me as ſeemeth good 


unto him. 


The king faid alfo unto Zadok the prieit, Art not 
thou 1 ſer? return into the city in peace, and your two 
ſons with you, Ahimaaz thy fon, and Jonathan the 
{on of Abiathar. 1 

See, I will tarry in the plain of the wilderneſs, until 
there come word from you to certify me. | 

Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark of 
Gop again to Jeruſalem; and they tarricd there. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


It js reaſonable to think, that David, as his ſons grew up, 
gave each of them ſome patrimony ; and perhaps Abſalom's 
might be increaſed by preſents from his grandfather, the king 
of Geſhur; he was therefore determined to make a figure, 

and to have an equipace ſuitable to the king's eldeſt ſon ; he 

| had 
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nad learnt how the princes of other nations were attended, 
and therefore was reſolved to multiply horſes to h], infteal 
of riding on a mule as his father did. David's tenderneſs, it 
ſeems, prevented his taking any meaſures to repreſs the pride 
of Abſalom, or correct his folly, and therefore his next ſtep 
was to ſteal the hearts of the people, by lamenting, that his 
power for redreſſing their grievances was not equal to his 
wiſhes. Nothing is eaſter, than for an artful perſon to pre- 
judice the idle and ignorant part of à people againſt their go- 
vernor, for they are apt to impute all the evils which are 
naturally attendant on the lower ſtations of life, to the op- 
preſſion and injuſtice of thoſe who have the adminiſtration of 
public affairs; and to think the King in particular, account- 
able for every thing they ſuffer. It docs not appear that David 
was at all remiſs or negligent; on the contrary, he deter- 
mined all great cauſes himfelf, and had appointed men. of 
abilities and integrity to decide others : thoſe perions, there- 
fore, who liſtened to the wicked infinuations of Iis ſun, were 
very ungrateful. 

2avid was ſtruck with the utmoſt conſternation, when he 
heard that Abſalom had actually raiſed a confpiracy againſt 
him; and we nay imagine, from. his behaviour on this 'cc- 
caſion, that the remembrance of his fin in reſpect to Uriah 
ruſhed full on his mind, and the threatrting denounced by 
Nathan, that eve! fb5u#1d riſe up againfl him out of his 0201 
pouje ; he therefore called no council, but, like a true Pen- 
tent, humbly ſubmicted to the Srpreme Boing, He had ſuch 
a preference for Jerufalem on account of the ark, that he 
could not bear to make it a ſcene of blood, but reſolved on 
an haſty flight, left Abſalom ſhould come upon it ſuddenly, 

Notwithſtanding Abſalom had drawn away ſo many, David 
had ſtill ſome faithful friends left, who were determined to 
inpport him in every extremity; | : 
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they went up, weeping as they went up. 


$2 DAVIDs HIUMIULCITY. 

It * is ſuppoſed that the Philiſtin:s had heard of Abſalom': 
rebellion, and reſolved to take that opportunity of freeing 
themſelves from their ſubjection to Ifracl ; and for that pur- 
poſe drove out all thoſe who favoured David's government, 
amongſt whom was Ittai and his followers, whoſe arrival 
was very providential for David at this juncture; they were 
by birth Philiſtines of Gath, but it is imagined they were 
ſewiſh proſelytes. 

David would not preſume to have the ark carried before 
him, when he was ſenſible he was ſuffering the chaſtiſement of 
the LoRD; and therefore ſent back the prieſts, after having 
lettled the means of carrying on a correſpondence with them. 

No wonder that the people wept at ſuch an affecting fight, 
for the bare relation of it muſt raiſe painful emotions in the 
mind of every reader. Let us ſuppoſe that we behold a 
ing, venerable for his years and victories, renowned for waif-. 
dom and piety, honoured as a prophet of the LoRD, reduced 


to ſuch diſtreſs; flying from a city which he had built and 


fortified, and ſecking ſhelter. in a deſert, wlulfſt a whole coun- 
try loudly lamented his fate! 


* Delany's Life of David. 
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DAVID ASCENDETH MounT OLIVET—AHITHO-= 
PHEL JOIN ETH WITH AB3ALOM—HUSHAI Fol. 
TJOWETH Davin, 


AND David went up by the aſcent of mount Oli- 

vet, and wept as he went up, and had his head 
covercd, and he went barefcot : and all the people 
that was with him, covered every man his head, and 


And 


And one told David, ſaying, Ahithophel is among 
the conſpirators with Abſalom. And David ſaid, O 
Lokp, I pray thee, turn the counſel of Ahithophel 
into fooliſhneſs. | 

And it came to paſs, that when David was come 
to the top of the mount, where he wor{hipped Gon, 
behold, Huſhai the Archite came to meet him, with 
his coat rent, and earth upon his head? Unto whom 
David faid, If thou paſſeſt on with me, then thou ſhalt 
be a burden unto me. 

But if thou return to the city, and ſay unto Abſa- 
lom, I will be thy ſervant O king; as I have been 
thy father's ſervant hitherto, fo will I now alſo be 
thy ſervant: then mayeſt thou for me defeat the 
counlel of Ahithophel. 

And haſt thou not there wich thee Zadok and 
Abiathar the prieſts? therefore it {hall be, that what 
thing ſoever thou fliait hear out of ne king's houſe, 
thou ſhalt tell it to Zadok and Abiathar the - prieſts, 
Behold they have there with them their two ſons, Ahl- 
maaz Zadok's fon, and Jonathan Abiathar's ſon: 
and by them ye hal fend unto me every thing that ye 
can hear. | 

So. Huſhai David's friend came into the city, and 


Abſalom came int 3 em. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax! D REFLECTIONS. 
The noble ardour for which David uſed to be remarkable, 


was extinguiſhed by ſorrow; the bittere! q arrows ot affliction 
pierced his very ſoul; for what can equal the ſevere pangs 
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$4 DAVIDs LAMENTAT ION. 


„ u hich a tender parent feels, for a child's ingratitude? Fear: 
to which he had hitherto been a ſtranger, tore his diſtracted 
14 mind, | 8 

9 He did not however loſe his hope and confidence in Gop, 
1 which were able to ſuſtain him in the midſt of theſe heavy diſ- 
it treſſes, as we may judge from the following words, uttered it 
| is ſuppoſed when he aſcended mount Olivet, or the mount ot 
Olives, about a mile diſtant from Jeruſalem, 


KING. DAVID's LAMENTATIONE®. 


LoRD, how are they increaſed that trouble me? many are they 
that viſe up againſt me. | 

Mizny there be wwhich ſay of my foul, There is no help for him 
ia (30D. 

But thou, O LoRD, art a ſhield for me my glory, an the 
lifter up of mine licad. | 

I cricd unte the LoD with my voice, and He heard me out 
of his holy hill, | 


T taid me dowen and flept; IT awaked, for the LorD ſuſtained 
m2. 

I will not be afraid of ten thouſands of people that have oe 

femfelyes ogainfl me round abcut. 

Fe O Log p, ſave nc, O my Gon; for thou haſl ſmitten 
all mine enemies upen the cheek bone: thiu haſt broken the teeth - 
3f the ungodly, | 

Hear my prayer, O Log p, give ear 10 my \ ſut plications: in 
ny faithfulneſs anſwer me, and in thy rich cuſneſs 

And enter nat iato judgment with thy ſervant : "for in thy fig! 
ſhall us man living be juſiified. 

Tor the enemy hath perſecuted my ſoul, he hath ſmit!en my life 


=o wn ſo the ground: he hath made me to dwell in darkneſs, as 
thoſe that have been long deat. 


[1 * Pſalms iii. and exliii. 


| | Th | Therefore. 


DAVID's APPREHENSION. $8; 


There/ore is my ſpirit overwhelmed within me: my heart 
within me is deſolate. | 
I remember the days of o, I meditate on all thy works: I muſe 
on the work of thy hands. 
I hretch forth my hands unto thee: my ſoul thirfleth after thee, 
as a thirfly land. 
Hear me ſþeedily, O Lord, my ſpirit faileth: hide net thy 
face from me, left I be like unto them that go down into the fit. 
Cauſe me to hear thy loving-kindneſs in the morning, for in thee 
do I trufl: cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould wal, for 
1 lift up my ſoul unto thee. 
Deliver me, O LoRD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee 10 
hide me. | 
Teach me to di thy avill, fer thou art my God: thy Sparit is 
gord, lead me into the land of uprightneſs. 
Dicken me, O LORD, for thy name's ſake: for thy righteonſ- 
es“ ſake bring my ſoul out of trouble, 
And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and diſtroy all them that 
Mid my foul : for I am thy ſervant. 


When David heard that Ahithophel was in the conſpiracy, 
he was exceedingly alarmed, becauſe he was acquainted with 
«i!1}its affairs; the king therefore prayed to Gop to defeat his 
couuſels; and the following plalm, ſo applicable to his ſitu- 
ation, is ſuppoſed to have been compoled by David on this 
occalion, 


KING DAVID's PRAYERs®. 


Ove car to my prayer, O GOD: and Hille not f thy «lf from my 
ſufflication. 

Altend unto me, and hear me: I mourn in my l and 
mate a noiſe; becauſe of the voice of the enemy, becauſe of the 


 opprefſiin of the wicked: for they ca iniquity upon me, and in 
wrath they hate me. 


My 


36 DAVID's SUPPLICATION. 
My heart is fore pained within me: and the terrors of death ar: 


| fallen upon me. 


Fearfulneſs and trembling are come upon me, and horror hail: 
overwhelmed me. 
And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a dove! for then would J 


Ny away, and be at reſt. 


Lo then would I wander far off, and remain in the wilderneſs, 
I would hafien my eſcape from the windy florm and tempeſt, 

Deflroy, O LoRD, and divide their tongues: for I have ſeen 
violence and fir in the city. 

Day and night they ge about it upon the walls thereof : miſchief 
alſo and ſorroxu are in the midſt of it. 

Wickedneſs is in the midſſ thereaf: deceit and guile depart no! 
from her flreets. 

For it was not an enemy that reproached me, then 1 could have 
borne it; neither was it he that haled me, that did magnify him- 
e againſt me, then I would have hid myſeif from him. 

But it was thou, a man, mine equal, my guide, and mine ac- 
quaintance. | 

We tcok- ſaveet counſel together, and walked unto the houſe of 
(30D in company. | 

As for me, 1 will call upon Gor: and the LORD ſtall ſave 
Me. | 
Evening and morning, and at noon will pray, and cry alaud: 
and he ſhall hear my voice. 

He hath delivered my foul in peace from the baltle that was 
againſt me: for there were many with me. 

Gor hall hear and affiit them, even he that abideth of old: 
becauſe they have no changes, therefore they fear not Gop. 

He hath put forth his hands ag ainſt juch as 7 Of at peace with 


lam: he hath broken his covenant, 


The words of his mouth avere ſmoother FER butter, but war 
avas in his heart: his words were ſofter than or, yet were they 
drawn ſwords, 
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Caft thy burden upon the LORD, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee: he 
ſhall newer ſuffer the righteous to be moved, | 
But thou, O God, /halt bring them down into the pit of de- | 

F frudion : bloody and deceitful men mT not live out half their 

[ } days, but I will truft in thee. 


The arrival of Huſhai, David's friend at this critical junc- 
ture, muſt be conſidered as an inſtance of Gop's goodneſs: 
Huſhai was an able counſellor, but no warrior; therefore, 
the only way in which he could be ſerviceable. to David was, 
by defeating the counſel of Ahlithopel, which was the moſt 


likely means of preventing the evils of a civil war, of pre- 
ſerving the life of David, and of keeping Abſalom from pro- 
ceeding to farther extremities. 


„ * . . 


ZIBA BY DECFIT OBTAINETH THE INHER1- 
TANCE OF His MASTER—SHEMEI CURSETH 
Davin. 


AY D when David was a little paſt the top of the 
hill, behold, Ziba the ſervant of Mephiboſheth 
met him with a couple of aſſes ſaddled, and upon 
them two hundred loaves of bread; and an hundred 
| bunches of raifins, and an hundred of ſummer-fruits, 

and a bottle of wine. 
And the king ſaid unto Ziba, What meaneſt thou 
by theſe? And Ziba faid, The aſſes be for the king's 
| houſehold to ride on, and the bread and ſummer-fruit 
for the young men to eat, and the wine, that ſuch as 


be faint in the wilderneſs may drink, | 
And 4 


88 SHIMEIs CURSE S. 

And the king ſaid, And where is thy maſter's ſon? 

And Ziba faid tothe king, Behold, he ahideth at fe- 
ruſalem: for he ſaid, 'I'o day ſhall the houſe of Ifrac! 
reſtore me the kingdom of my father. 

Then ſaid the king to Ziba, Behold, thine are al! 
that pertained unto Mephiboſheth. And Ziba ſaid, [ 
humbly beſeech thee that I may find grace in 858 ſight, 
my lord O king. 

And when king David came to Pahurim, behold 
thence came out a man of the family of the houſe of 
Saul, whoſe name was Shemei the ſon of Gera; he 
came forth, and curſed ſtill as he came. 

And he caſt ſtones at David, and at all the ſcrvants 
of king David: and all the people, and all the mighty 
men were on his right hand, and on his left. 

And thus faid Shimei when he curſed, Come ous, 
come out thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial: 
The Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of 
the houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou haſt reigned, 
and the LorD hath delivered the kingdom into the 
hand of Abſalom thy ſon; and behold thou art taken 
in thy miſchief, becauſe thou art a bloody man. 

Then ſaid Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah unto the king, 
Why ſhould this dead dog curſe my lord the king? let 
me go over J pray. thee, and take off his head. 


And the king faid, What have I to do with you ye 


ſons of Zeruiah? fo let him curſe, becauſe the Loan 
hath ſaid unto him, Curſe David. Who ſhall then 
tay, Wherefore haſt thou done ſo? And David ſald 


0 
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to Abiſhai, and to all his ſervants, Behold, my ſon, 
which came forth of my bowels, ſeeketh my life : how 
much more now may this Benjamite do it? let him 
alone, and let him curſe: for the Load hath bidden 
him. 

It may be that the Lo2.D will look on mine afflio- 
tion, and that the Logp will requite me good for his 
curſing this day. 

And as David and his men went by the way, Shi- 
mei went along on the hill de over againſt hin, and 
curſed as he went, and threw ones at him, and caſt 


duſt, - | 
And the king, and all the people that were with 
him, came weary, and refreſhed themſelves there. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


The refreſhment which Ziba brought was very ſeaſonable; 
for having fled with ſo much precipitation, it is likely David 
was but ſcantily ſupplied with proviſions : he ſuppoſed it to be 
a preſent from Mephiboſheth ; but Ziba inſinuated, that far 
from employing his thoughts about the king, Mephiboſheth 
was contriving to bring about a revolution in his own favour; 
David's mind was ſo exceedingly hurt by his preſent diſtreſs, 
that he too readily gave ear to Ziba. If his own ſon was ca- 
pable of acting ſo unnatural a part towards him, it was not at 
all incredible, that one of Saul's race ſhould follow his exam- 
ple. In this inſtance, David certainly acted wrong, for he 
ſhould have enquired into the truth before he transferred Me- 
phiboſhetlis eſtate to one who might be ſuſpected to have 
| Dandered him for his own intereſt: but let us not too ſeverely 
cenſure David, till we have been in ſuch a trying ſituation our- 

ſelves 
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ſelves; and in the mean while let us be inſtructed by his faut, 
to turn a deaf ear to the voice of flattery and defamation, and 
to condemn no one till we are ſure that he deſerves it. 

Shimeis curſes proceeded from the rancour of his ow; 
wicked heart, and we muſt not ſuppoſe that they were inſpire 
by Gop. The meaning of David's expreſſions, let him cui, 
for the LoRD hathbiddln, Sc. ſeems to be, that Shimei's 1 
proaches reminding David of his blood-guiltineſs in relpcc: 
to Uriah, he regarded him as an inſtrument of puniſhment 
from the Lord, becauſe God certainly could have ſtopped 
his wicked tongue, and reſtrained his inſults; neither would 
Shimei have had an opportunity of treating David in that op- 
probrious manner, if he had not been reduced to ſuch an ab- 
ject ſtate, which he juſtly conſidered as the chaſtiſement of th- 
LorD; becauſe, if he had not committed ſuch fins, he would 
have been ſecure on his throne, and happy in his family. 


It is probable that Shimei's curſes produced the following 
petition to Gop. 


A PRAYER or KING Davip For HELP IN AFFLIC- 
ION“. 


Unto thee, O Loxp, do I lift up my ſoul. 

O my Gop, I iruft in thee, let me not be aſhamed : let no! 
mine enemies triumph over me 

Yea, let none that await on thee be aſhamed; let them be 
aſhamed which tranſgreſs without cauſe. 

Shew me thy ways, O LorD; teach me thy paths, 

Lead me in thy truth and teach me? for thou art the GoD of 
my ſalvation, on thee do I wait all the day. 

Remember, O Lorp, thy tender merctes, and thy lowving- 
kindneſſes : for they have been ever of old. 

Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my tranſgreſſions 7 ac- 
cordirg to thy mercy remember thou me, for thy goodneſs ſake, 


* Pſalm xxv. 


Odd 


r 1 
Good and upright is the LoRD: therefore will he teach fin- 
ters in the way. 

The meek will be guide in judgment and the mec vill be 
each MS Way. 

All the paths of the Lo xD arc mercy and truth unto ſuch as 
trop his covenant, and his teftimontes, 


For thy name's fake, O LorkD, pardon mine iniquity ; Hi it 


&*® 7 vs # 
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What man is he that feaveth the LoD bi all be teach in 
Ve way that he ſball chooſe, 
Tir foul 1 Hal dwell at caſe; and his ſeed fhall inherit the 
carth, | 
The ſecret of the LORD is with them that fear him and he 
awill hew them his covenant. | 
Mine eyes are ever toxwards the LORD: for be ſhall pluck my 
feet out of the net. 


Turn thee unto me, and hase mercy ien me 5 for I am deſo- 


late and afflifted. | 

The troubles of my heart are enla! "Lk bring thou me out 
of my diſtreſſes. 

Look upon mine aflition, and my pain, and forgive all my 
fins. 


Conſider mine enemies, for they are many, and they hate me 
With cruel hatred. | 

O keep my foul and deliver me let me not be em for I 
put my truſt in thee. 


Let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve me + for I await on thee, 
Redeem Iſrael, O Gop, out of all his troubles, 


0 92 | 
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AHiTHOPHEL'S COUNSEL DEFEATED BY Hui. 
SHAI=—AMASA MADE GENERAL IN THE Roov: 
oF JOAB, 


ND Abſalom and all the people the men of Iſra- 

el, came to Jeruſalem and Ahithophe! with him. 

And it came to paſs when Huſhai the Archite, Da- 

vid's friend, was come unto Abſalom, that Huſhai 

faid unto Abſalom, Gop fave the king, God fave 
the king. 

And Abſalom ſaid to Huſhai, is tliis thy Kindne!s 
to thy friend? why wenteſt thou not with thy friend? 
And Huſhai faid unto Abſalom, Nay, but whom the 
Loxp and this people, and all the men of Ifrac! 
chooſe, his will I be, and with him will I abide. 

And again, Whom ſhould I ſerve? ſhould I not 
ſerve in the preſence of his fon? as I have ſerved in 
thy father's preſence, ſo will I be in thy preſence. 
Then ſaid Abſalom to Ahithophel, Give counſe! 
among you what we ſhall do. 

And the counſel of Ahithophel which he counſelled 
in thoſe days, was as if a man had enquired at the ora- 
cle of Gop: fo was all the counſel of Ahithophe!, 
both with David and with Abſalom. | 

And Ahithophel ſaid unto Abſalom, Let me now 
chooſe out twelve thouſand men, and J will ariſe and 
purſue after David this night, 


And 
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And J vill come upon him While he is weary and 
weak- handed, and will make him afraid: and all the 
people that are with him ſhall flee, and I wall ſmite 
the king only. 4 

And I will bring back all the people unto thee: the 

man whom thou ſeckeſt, is as if all returned: fo all 
| the people ſhall be in peace. 

And the ſaying pleaſed Abſalom well, and all the 

clders of Iſrael. 

Then ſaid Abſalom, Call now Huſhai the Archite 
allo, and let us hear likewiſe what he faith. 

And when Huſhai was come to Abſalom, Abſalom 
ſpake unto him, ſaying, Ahithophel hath ſpoken af- 
ter this manner: ſhall we do after his ſaying? if not, 
ſpeak thou. 

And Huthai ſaid unto Abſalom, The counſel that 
Ahithophel hath given, is not good at this time. 

For (ſaid Huſhai) thou knoweſt thy father and his 
men, that they be mighty men, and they be chafed 
in their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the 
field: and thy father is a man of war, and will not 
lodge with the people. 

Behold, he is hid now in ſome pit, or in ſome 
other place: and it will come to paſs, when ſome of 
thera be overthrown at the firſt, that whoſoever hear- 
eth it, wall fay, There 1s ſlaughter among the people 
that follow Abſalom. 

And he alſo that is valiant, whoſe heart is as the 
heart of a lion, ſhall utterly melt: for all Iſrael know- - 

eth 
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eth that thy father is a mighty man, and they whic) 


be with him are valiant men. 

Therefore I counſel, that all Iſrael be generally ga- 
thered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-ſheba, as 
the ſand that is by the ſea for multitude, and that thou 
go to battle in thine own perſon. 

So ſhall we come upon him in ſome place where he 
ſhall be found, and we will light upon him as the 
dew falleth on the ground: and of him, and of all the 
men that are with him, there ſhall not be left fo much 
as One. | | 

Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, then ſhall 
all Iſrael bring ropes to that city, and we will draw it 
into the river, until there be not one ſmall None found 
there. : 

And Abſalom and all tie men of Iſrael ſaid, I he 
counſel of Huſhai the Archite is better than the coun- 
fel of Ahithophel: for the Lord had appointed to 
defeat the good counſel of Ahithophel, to the intent 
that the Lon p might bring evil upon Abſalom. 

Then ſaid Huſhai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the 
prieſts, Thus and thus did Ahithophel counſel Ab- 
talom and the elders of Iſrael: and thus and thus have 
I counlelled. ; 

Now therefore ſend quickly, and tell David, ſay- 
ing, Lodge not this night in the plains of the wilder- 
neſs, but ſpeedily paſs over: leſt the king be ſwallowed 
up, and all the people that are with him, 

Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz ſtaid by En-rogel, 
(for they might not be ſeen to come into the city) 


And | 


Aj 


bu 


eee. 
And a wench went and told them: and they went 
and told king David. 

Neverthelets, a lad ifaw them, and told Abſalom: 
but they went both of them away quickly, and. came 
to a man's houſe in Bahurim, which had a well 
in his court, whither they went down. 
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And the woman tock and ſpread a covering over 
the well's mouth, and ſpread ground corn thercon: 
and the thing was not knoun. 

And when Abſalom's ſervants came to the woman 
to the houſe, they ſaid, Where is Ahimaaz and ſona- 
than? and the woman faid unto them, They be gone 
over the brook of water. And when they had fought 
and could not find them, they returned to Jeruſa- 
lem. 

And it came to pals after they were departed, that 
they came up out of the well, and went and told king 
David, and faid unto David, Ariſe and pais quickly 
over the water: for thus hath Ahithophel counſelled 
againit you. | 

Then David aroſe, and all the people that were 
with tum, and they paſſed over Jordan: but by the 
morning light there lacked not one of them that was 
not gone over Jordan. 

And when Ahithophel ſaw that his counſel was not 
tollowed, he ſaddled his afs, and aroſe, and gat him 
home to his houſe, to his city, and put his houthold 
in order, and hanged himſelf, and died, and was bu- 
ried in the ſepulchre of his father. 


Then 


96 APOLOGY FOR HUS HAI. 


'Then David came to Mahanaim: and Abſalom 
paſſed overJordan, he and all the men of Iſrael with 
him, 

And Abſalom made Amaſa captain of the hoſt in. 
ſtead of Joab. 

So Iſrael and Abſalom pitched in the land of Gi. 
lead, | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


David imagined that Abſalom would make haſte to Jeru. 
ſalem, and ſo it proved: it ſeems, he arrived there a conſi- 
derable time before the king and his followers reached the 
banks of the river Jordan; for when Huſhai came to the city, 
he found Abſalom in quiet poſſeſſion, and juſt going to call 
a council. Abſalom ſuppoſing Huſhai to be inviolably at- 
tached to David, was amazed at being accoſted by him ; but 
on Huſhai's aſſuring him, t2a: whom the LoRD and all the 
men of Iſrael ſhould chuſe, his wweuld he be, he mediate! v 
reſolved to repoſe intire confidence in him. 

__ - Huſhai in this inſtance was not ſincere ; but we muſt con- 

ſider, that he had no other poſſible way of defeating the 
counſels of Ahithophel; and if a departure from truth can in 
any inſtance be juſtified, ſurely it is in ſuch a caſe as this, 
where it was evidently practiſed to prevent a man from mur— 
during his FATHER and his KING. 

The advice which Ahithophel gave, though exceedingly 
wicked, was very likely to ſucceed in getting the king into 
his power; but in mercy to David, the LoRD ordained that 
Huſha!rs counſel ſhould prevail. The object Huſhai ſeems 
to have had in view, was, to gain time, in order to concert 


proper meaſures for preventing bloodſhed, and reſtoring the 
peace of the nation, | | 


When 
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When David, in conſequence of Rutfhai's advice, had paſ- 
{cd the river Jordan, he is ſuppoſed to have Comipoled the 
following pſalm : 


A PRAYER OF Kinc David's, EXPRESSIVE or Con- 
FIDENCE IN GoD®, 


In thee, O Lord, do I put my trift, let me never be put to 
confuſion. | 

Deliver me in thy righteouſneſs, ne cauſe me to ſcope; iu- 
eline thine ear unto me, and ſave me. 

Be thou my firong habitation, awherennto I may continually re- 
fort: thou haft given commondment to ſave me, for thou art mp 
reck and my fortreſs. 

Deliver me, O my GoD, cut of the hand of the unriglilecu, 
and cruel man. 

For thou art my helper, O LoRD Go: {hin art my tru/# 
from my youth. 

T amn as a wonder unto many; but thou ar! my firong refuge. 

Let my mouth be fied abi thy praiſe, and with thy hencur 
all the day. 

Caſt me not off in the time of old age, forſake me net when my 
firength faileth, 

For mine enemies ſpeak againſt me; aud they that lay wait for 
my ſoul, take counſel together, 

Saying, Gop hath forſaken him: pe: Joey and take him, for 
there is none to deliver him. 

O God, be not far from me: O my Gon, make haſte jor 
my help. 

But I will hope continual „ and qwill yet praiſe thee more ana 
' more. 

My mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy ſalvation 
all the day: for I know not the numbers thercof. 


* Pſalm lxxi. 
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I will go in the ſtrength of the LoD GOD: I will make men- 
in of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. 

O Gop, thou haſi taught me from my youth: and hithert; 
have I declared thy awwondrous works, 

Now alſo when I am old and grey-headed, O Gop, forſat: 
ne not; until I have fheaved thy flrength unto this generation, 
and thy power to t. dery one that is to come. 

Thy righteouſneſs alſo, O Gop, is wery high, who haſt don: 
great things: O Go, who ts like unto thee ? | 

Tinu which haſt ſhewved me great and ſore troubles, hal! 


quicken we again, and ſhalt bring me up again from the depihs of 


te earth. : 
Ta ſhalt increaſe my greatneſs, and con:fort me on every 
I wil! alfa praiſe thee with the pſaltery, even thy truth, O my 
God: nul thee will I fing with th? harp, O thou holy One e. 
add. 

My lips ſhall greatly rejcice when I fing wnto thee: end my 
foul which thou haft redeemed, 

My tongue aid ſhall tut of thy righteouſneſs all the day long: 
for they are confounded, for they ore brought unte ſane, that 


ec my h ut. 


Great as David's diſtreſſes were at preſent, he had been 
redeemed from a greater, the fear of Gop's perpetual anger 


for his hemous firs; his repentance had been accepted, and 


forgiveneſs promiſed, He knew that the Lozp was alſo - 


able to remove the puniſhment he ſuffered, and the Hory 
SPIRIT gave him aiturance, that when the purpoſes of his re- 
formation, and the edijication, of the world, were anſwered by 

his chaſtiſement, he ſhould again rejoice before the LoRD. 
No one deſerved death more than Ahithophel; and de- 
ſpair, which generally ſucceeds the diſappointment of wicked 
riots, ſuggeſted the deſperate deed of putting an end to his 
own life. When David heard that Ahithophel his mo# 
| formidable 


DAVID THANKS GIVING. 95 
formidable enemy was dead, it was natural fer his heart to 
rejoice; and the following pfalm ſeems particularly adaptea 
to this occaſion, becaule it is likely that being at Mahanaim, 
he recollected tlie deliverance of his foretather Jacob from 
the hand of Eſau, and was encouraged to hope, that prayer 
and penitence would induce the Io RD to deliver % alſo 
rom the purſuit of his unnatural ſon, 


A THANESG1VING. OF RING DAVID FOR fl3-PRESER + 

VATION, AND THE COMFORT or THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

I vill bleſs ihe Lord at ali times: his pratje ſhall contimal:; 
be an my mouth. | 

My foul ſhall make ker b dia ihe LOKD:; the humble fal. 
hear there, and be rind. 

O magnify the LOkD- Ivili ne, and let Us trall is name lone 
ther. ; 

I fought the Lokp, aud he heard me, and dilivered me fon 
all my fears. 

They lntked” unte him, and were trehtened: um ther faces 
«vere not aſhismeil. | | 

This poor man cricd, and the LORD heard him; and ſawcd 
hum owt of ail his troubles. | 

The augel of tne LoD ercompein round about them that fe 
him, and delivereth them. a 

O taſte and ſee tit the LORD is gcod: Bleſei 75 the min tha! 
trufleth in hum. 

O jear the LORD, ye his ſaints: fer there is ro cuant to ien 
that fear him. 

The young kons ds lack, and ſufjer hunger: but they that ſeek 
the LORD /hall not vant ary ge thing, 

Come ye children, FRAY hen unto me: I will leucht you the fra: 
of the LoRD.. 

What man is he tot dejireth life, ard boweth mony dars, that 
te may ſee good? 


V3 Keet 
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Keep thy tongue from cwil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile, 
Depart from evil, and do good: ſeek peace and purſue it. 

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their cry. 

The face of the LORD is ai them that do cuil, to cut of 
the remembrance of them from the earth. 

The righteous cry, and the LorD heareth and delivereth then 
gut of all their troubles. | 

The LORD i nigh unto them that are of a broken heart : and 
ſawethi ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit. 

Many are the affliftions of the righteous: but the LORD deliver. 
eth him cut of them all. 

He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. 


Ewil fhall flay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous 
all be deſolate. 


The T.0RD redeemeth the ſouls of his ſervants; and none of 
them that truft in him ſhall be deſolate. 


r 


SUCCOURS BROUGHT TO THE RING — Davin 
GIVETH A CHARGE CONCERNING ABSALOM 
—ABSALOM HANGETH IN AN Oak — THe 
KING MOURNETH FOR ABSALOM. 


ND it came to. pals when David was come to 

Mahanaim, that Shobi the fon of Nahaſh of Rab- 
bah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the ſon 
of \mmiel of Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite 
of Rogelim, brought beds, and baſons, and earthen 
veſſels, and wheat and barley, and four, and parched 
corn, and beans, a d lentiles, and parched pulſe. 


And honey, and but e and ſheep, and cheeſe of 


kine for David, and for the people that were with 
4 him 


re 


1 


THE PEOPLE NUMBERED. 101 
him to eat; for they ſaid, the people is hungry, and 
weary, and thirſty in the wilderneſs, 

And David numbered the people that were with 
him, and ſet captains of thouſands, and captains of 
hundreds over them. 

And David ſent forth a third part of the people 
under the hand of Joab, and a third part under the 
hand of Abiſhai the fon of Zeruiah Joab's brother, 
and a third part under the hand of Itrai the Gittite : 
and the king ſaid unto the people, I will ſurely 80 


forth with you myſelf alſo. 


But the people anſwered, Thou ſhalt not go forth: 
for it we flee away, they will not care for us; neither 
if half of us die, will they care for us: but now thou 
art worth ten thouſand of us, therefore now it is 
better that thou ſuccour us out of the city. 

And the king jaid unto them, What ſeemeth you 
beſt, I will do. And the king ſtood by the gate-fide, 
and all the people came out by hundreds, and by 
thouſands. _ 

And the king commanded Joab, and Abiſhai, and 
Ittai, ſaying, Deal gently for my ſake with the young 
man, even with Abſalom. And ali the people heard 
when the king gave all the captains charge concerning 
Abſalom. 

So the people went out into the field againſt Ifrac! : 


and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim. 

Where the people of Iſracl were ſlain before the 
ſervants of David, and there was there a great ſlaugh- 
ter that day of twenty thouſand men. 


1 For 


102 ABS. ALOM HAN GE D. 


For the battle was there ſcattered over the face ot 
all the country ; and the wood devoured more people 
that day, than the ſword devoured. 

And Abſalom met the ſervants of David; and Ab- 
falom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under 
the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught 
hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the 
heaven and the earth, and the mule that was under 
um went away. 

And a certain man {aw it, and told Joab, and ſaid, 

zehold, I aw Abſalom hanged in an oak. 

And Joab ſaid unto the man that told him, And 
behold, thou ſaweſt him, and why didſt thou not 
mite him there to the ground, and I would have 
given thee ten ſhekels of ſilver, and a girdle ? 

and the man faid unto joab, Though I ſhould re- 
ceive a thouſand thekels of filver in mine hand, yet 
would I not put forth mine hand againſt the king's 
ton : for in our hearing the king charged thee, and 
Abithai, and Ittai, ſaying, Beware that none > touch, 
the young man Abſalom. 

Otherwiſe, I ſhould have wrought falſhood againſt 
mine own life: for there is no matter hid from the 
king, and thou thyſelf wouldeſt have ſet thyſelf againſt 
me. | 

'Then ſaid Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. 
And he took three darts in his hand, and thruſt them 
through the heart of Abſalom, while he was s yet alive 
in the midſt of the oak. _ 


And 
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And ten young men that bare Joab's armour, com- 
paſſed about and ſmote Abſalom, and flew him. 

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people re- 
turned from purſuing after Iſrael : for Joab held back 
the people. 

And they took Abſalom, and caſt him into a great 
pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap of ſtones 
upon him: and all Ifracl fied every one to his tent. 

Now Abſalom in his life-time Bag taken and reared 
up for himſelf a pillar, which is in the King's dale : for 
he ſaid 1 have no ſon to keep my name in remem- 
brance: and he called the pillar after his own name, 
and it is called unto this day, Abfalom's place. 

Then faid Ahimaaz the fon of Zadok, Let me 
now run, and bear tie king tidings, how that the 
LoRD hath avenged him of iis enemies. 

And Joab faid unto him, thou ſhalt not bear ti= 
dings this day, but thou ſhalt bear tidings another 
day: but this day thou thalt bear 10 tidiugs, becauſe 
the king's fon is dead, 

Then ſaid Joab to Cuſhi, Go tell tlie King what 
thou haſt ſeen, And Culhi, bowed hizaſclf unto 
Joab, and ran. 

Then ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok yet again to 
Joab, But howſoever, let me, I pray thee, aifo ran 
after Cuſhi. And joab ſaid, V heretore wilt thou 
run, my ſon, ſeeing that thou haſt no tidings ready ? 

But howſoever (ſaid he) let me run, Ant ie faid 
unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way 
of the plain, and overran Cuthi. 


©: And 
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And David ſat between the two gates: and the 
watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto the 
wall, and lift up his eyes, and looked, and behold a 
man running alone. 

And the watchman cried, and told the king. And 
the king ſaid, If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. 

And the watchman faw another man running, and 
the watchman called unto the porter, and ſaid, Be- 
hold, another man running alone. And the king 
ſaid, He alfo bringeth tidings. 

And the watchman ſaid, Methinketh the running 
of the foremoſt, is like the running of Ahimaaz the 
fon of Zudok. And the king ſaid, He is a good man, 
and cometh with good tidings. 

And Ahimaaz called, and faid unto the king, All 
is well, And he fell down to the earth upon his face 
before the king, and faid, Bleſſed be the Lond thy 
Go, which hath delivered up the men that lift up 
their hand againſt my LorD the king. 

And the king ſaid, Is the young man Abſalom 
ſaſe!? And Ahimaaz anſwered, When Joab ſent the 
king's ſervant, and me thy fervant, I ſaw a great tu- 
mult, but J knew not what it was. 

And the king ſaid unto him, Turn aſide, and ſtand 
h 2, And he turned aſide and ſtood ſtill. 

And behold, Cuſhi came, and Culhi faid, Tidings, 
my lord the king: for the Loxp hath-avenged thee 
this day of all them that roſe up againſt thee. 


And 


C 
And the king ſaid unto Cuſhi, Is the young man 
Abſalom ſafe? And Cuſhi anſwered, The enemies 
of my lord the king, and all that riſe againſt thee to 
do thee hurt, be as that young man 1s. 

And the king was much moved, and went up to 
the chamber over the gate, and wept : and as he went, 
thus he faid, O my fon Abſalom, my ion, my ſon 
Abſalom : would Gop I had died for thee, O Abla- 
lom, my ſon, my ſon. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS: 


David experienced the happy effects of his faith and piety ; 
for it pleaſed Gop to encourage many faithful ſubjects and 
brave ſoldiers to eſpouſe his cauſe, and they reſorted to him 
from all quarters, ſo that in a few days he had a powerful 
army to reſiſt Abſalom and luis rebellious followers, Provi- 
ſions alſo were brought to him in abundance, by perſons of 
the greateſt diftinction throughout all the regions round 
about. 

Shobi was that fon of Nahaſh, who is ſuppoſed to have 
been made viceroy of Rabbah by David*. Machir was the 
perſon who had maintained Mephiboſheth ; he ſeems to have 
been a man of a molt benevolent diſpoſition, ready at atl 
times to ſuccour merit in diſtreſs, Barzillat was a worthy 
man, Who allo knew the beſt uſe to winch riches can be 
applied. | 

As Abſalom was bent on his impious ſcheme of eftabliſhing 
himſelf on the throne by the murder ot his venerable parent, 
David was under a neceſſity of uſing incans for his own fecu- 
rity : he could not ſacrifice his friends to the .itapetuous rage 
of a head-ſtrong young man; neither could he, conſiſtently 

* See Section 13. | 


os | with 


— — 


"3... a " wife — 2. — 


* 


—— — 


106 DAVIDS TENDERNESS, 


with honour and religion, deſert the throne to which he har 
been raiſed by the immediate appointment of God, and the 
univerſal conſent of the people. He was the LoRPD's anointed, 
and as ſuch, he bore the ſword of juſtice, with which it was 
his duty to chaſtize ſedition and rebellion, even in the per- 
ſon of his own ſon. His forces are ſuppoſed to have a- 
mounted to 4080 men. Unwilling to ſpill the blood of his 
lubzects, or draw his ſword wdgainſt a rebellious ſon, Dayid 
yielded to the intreaties of his ſervants, and did not go forth 
with his troops. There is no doubt but that the pious king 
ſeized this opportunity of intreating the Lord to compleat 
his deliverance, for his pfalins abound with ſentiments a- 
lapted to ſuch an occaſion. 

The exceflive tenderneſs which David expreſſed for Ab- 
iatom ſhewed his character in the moſt amiable light; he was 
willing to impute his raſhneſs to youth and inexperience, 
therefore intreated his generals and captains to ſpare Abſalom 
for his ſake, hoping that he would reform. 

Notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of the rebel army, and the 
reſtraint which David's kind commands in favour of Abfa- 
tom had laid upon his party, this wicked ſon could not eſcape 
the puniſhment due to ſuch unparelleled crimes ; the juſtice 
of Gop overtook him; and his hair, which had been his or- 
nament and pride, became inſtrumental to his deſtruction : 
he was conſigned by Gop to that very puniſhment, to which 


tlie law condemned traitors and parricides, Viz. hanging on 


A ee. | 

Joab was of a very. impetuois temper, and knowing the 
good conſequences that were likely to enſue, notwithſtanding 
the king's commands to tle contrary, determined to. pierce 
the rebellious heart of this unnatural ſon; and the ſoldiers 
finding that Abſalom was dead, ſhewed their deteſtation of 
tis crime, by throwing ſtones on his carcaſe, 


While. - 
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While the two armies were engaged, the poor King fat in 
the gate, equally dreading a victory or defeat; at length 
Ahimaaz and Cuſhi were diſcerned by the watchman. David 
flattered himſelf that their intelligence was of the moſt plea- 
ſing kind, and we find that Ahimaaz evaded telling him im- 
mediately of the death of Abſalom ; but when Culht arrived, 
David's fears were confirmed. His lamentation needs no com- 
ment. It is impoſſible for any words to be more expreſiive of 
the grief of a tender parent, for the untimely death of a 
wicked ſon, who was cut off in the midſt ot his finfal courſe, 
Who can read it without feeling a ſympathetic concern for 
the forrows of this truly aftectionate father, and a deteſtation 
of the crimes of the ſon? May the fate of Abſalom be a 
warning to all diſobedient youths, who with unteeling ingra- 
titude rend the hearts of thoſe, that have a right to their 
Kindeſt attention; for they may regard it az a certainty, that 
GOD will puniſh them for ſuch unnatural wickedneſs, in an 
»xemplary manner, 


, MA 


JOAB REPROVETH THE KINO DAVID CEASETH 
TO MOURN FOR ABSALOM. 


ND it was told Joab, Behold the king w. cepeth 
and mourneth for Abſalom. 

And the victory that day was turned into mourning 
unto all the people: for the people heard {ay that day 
how the king was grieved for his fon. 

And the people gat them by ſtealth thei day info the 
city, as people being aſhamed fical away . has they 
flee a) battle, 
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But the king covered his face, and the king eried 
with a loud voice, O my fon Abſalom, O Abſalom, 
my ſon, my ſon. 

And Joab came into the houſe to the king, and 
ſaid, "I hou haſt ſhamed this day the faces of all thy ſer- 
vants, Which this day have ſaved thy life, and the 
lives of thy ſons, and of thy daughters, and the lives 
of thy wives: In that thou loveſt thine enemies and 
hateſt thy friends; for thou haſt declared this day, that 
thou regardeſt neither princes, nor ſervants; for this 
day I perceive, that if Abſalom had lived, and all we 
had died this day, then it had pleaſed thee well. 

Now therefore ariſe, go forth, and ſpeak comfort- 
ably unto thy ſervants: for I ſwear by the Loxp, if 
thou go not forth, there will not tarry one with thee 
this night; and that will be worſe unto thee than all the 
cl that beſell thee from thy youth until now. 

Then the king roſe, and fat in the gate: and they 
told unto all the people, ſaying, Behold, the king doth 
ſit in the gate: and all the people came before the king: 
for Iſrael had fied every man to his tent. 

And all the people were at ſtrife throughout all the 
relbes of Ifracl, ſaying, The king ſaved us out of the 
hand of our enemies, and he delivered us out of the 
hand of the Philiſtines, and now he is fled out of the 
land for Abſalom 
And Abſalom whom we anointed over us, is dead 
in battle: now therefore why fpeak ye not a word, of 
bringing the King back? And king David ſent to Za- 
cok 
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dok and to Abiathar the prieſts, ſaying, Speak unto 
the elders of Judah, ſaying, Why are ye the laſt to 
bring the king back to his houſe? (ſceing the ſpeech of 
all Iſrael is come to the king, even to his houſe.) 

Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my fleſh: 
wherefore then are ye the laſt to bring back the king? 
And ſay ye to Amalia, Art thou not of my bone, and 
of my fleſh? Gop do fo to me and more alſo, if thou 
be not captain of the hoſt before me continually in the 
room of Joah. 

And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, 
even as the heart of one man, ſo that they ſent this 
word unto the king, Return thou and all thy ſer- 
vants. 

So the king returned, and came to Jordan: and 
Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, to 
conduct the king over Jordan. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


When the people of Iſrael perceived that the king gave way 
to immoderate grief for the death of Abſalom, and ſeemed 
inſenſible cf their good offices; inſtead of rejoicing in their 
victory, they retired to their houſes diſappointed and ſilent. 
Joab, who knew that if David abandoned hinmielt to ſorrow in 
this manner, and the ardour of the people was ſuffered to 
abate, many bad conſequences might enſue, reſolved to expoſ- 
tulate with him; and had he done this with tenderneſs and 
delicacy, he would have acted a prudent and friendly part; 

but he had a heart ſteeled to all the delicate feelings of hu- 
manity, and therefore could make no allowance for one whoſe 

| | | mind 
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mind was habituated to the tendereſt ſenſibility. Nothing 
could be more infoleat than Joab's addreſs to his ſovereign; 
however, it was not a time for David to expreſs dilpleaſure, 
and he immediately acquieſced with his deſire. 

David had many friends amongſt the tribes of Iſrael, who, 
as ſoon as they heard that Abſalom was dead, endeavoured to 
perſuade the reſt to return to their duty; which they did, with 
as much eager zeal, as they had a ſhort time before ruſhed 
into rebellion; their only contention was, which tribe ſhould 
moſt ſignalize their lovalty and affection. Amaſa was the 
commander of the tribe of Judah, and as they had under him 
taken ſuch a diſtinguiſhed part againſt David, they were ap- 
prehenſive of his reſentment; but as he longed for peace, 
he prudently reſolved to win them by mildnefs, in which we 
find he happily ſucceeded. We cannot be ſurprized at the of- 
fer which David made to Amaſa, when we reflect on the arro- 
gant and contemptuous treatment he had received from Joab; 
and when we likewiſe conſider, that he could not have regained 
poſſeſſion of Jerufalem without beſieging it, if the tribe of 
Judah had continued to reſiſt him. It is true, that Joab had 
hitherto adhered to David's intereſt ; but he had dared to kill 
the king's ſon contrary to his expreſs command, when he 
might have taken him priſoner; and had lately threatened 
David with a freſh rebellion, unleſs he acted intirely by his di- 
rection; ſo that it was highly neceſſary to remove him, and no 
one was ſo proper to ſucceed as Amaſla. | 

David had now the happy proſpect of being reſtored to the 
peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne of Iſracl; and what was ſtill 
more defirable, - he had the comfortable aſfurance, that he 
ſhould again preſent himſelf before the LO in his holy ta- 
bernacle. —— 

The 119 pſalm ſeems” to be entirely compoſed of ſuch ſen- 
timents, as muſt naturally have ariſen in the mind of David 
during his abſence from Jeruſalem, and on his return to it; 


we may therefore apply it to this part of his hiſtory. 0 
| | | ING 
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KIR DAVvIp's MepiTATIONS AS HE ADVANCED ro- 
WARDS THE HOL Ciry. 


Flefſed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of 
the LORD. 

Blefſed are they that keep his teſtimonies, and that ſeek him 
with the whole heart. 

O that my ways were directed to keep thy flatutes : 

T will keep thy flatultes: O forſake me not utterly. 

I will meditate in thy precepis, and have reſpet unto thy 
d. 8 

I have gene aftray lite a loft ſheep : ſeek thy ſervant: for I do 
not forget thy commandments. 

Great are thy tender mercies, O LORD: guicken me according 
ta thy judgments. | 

Conſider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, O LORD, ac- 
cording to thy lowing-hindaeſs. | 

I evill delight myſelf in thy flatutes: I wvill not forget thy 
nuord. 

Remove from me mk and contempt : for I have kept thy 
teft:znones. 


I kawve choſen the way of rath; thy judgments have ] laid be- 


fore me. 


Let thy mercies come alſo unto me, O LORD, even thy ſalva- 

tian, according to thy word. 

So /hall 1 have wherewith to anſeuer him that reproacheth 
me: for I truſt in thy word. | 
This is my comjort in my aifſliction: for thy y word hath quich- 
ened me. | | . 

The proud have had me + greatly in deriſion: yet have I nat de- 
clined from thy law. | 

I remembered thy judgments of old, O LORD: and have com- 
forted myſel/, 


T, ty 
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Thy flatutes have been my ſongs in the houſe of my pilgrimage. 

I entreated thy fawour with my whole heart: be merciſul 
unto me according to thy word. 

T thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy teſtimonies. 

1 made hafle and delayed not to keep thy commandments. 

Thou haſt dealt well with thy ſervant, O LORD, n 
unto thy word. 

Before I was affiified I went aſtray: but now have I kept 
thy word. ; 

It is good for me that I hawe been afflifted: that I might lear: 
thy flatutes. 

They that fear thee, will be glad when they ſee me; becaujt 
T have hoped in thy word. 

Let thoſe that fear thee turn unto me, and thoſe that have 
known thy teflimantes. | 

O how lowe I thy law! il is my meditation all the day. 

How ſweet are thy words unto my tafle! yea, fweeter than 
honey to my mouth. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Accept, I beſeech thee, the free-will offerings of my mouth, O 
LoRD, and teach me thy judgments. 
Mine eyes fail for thy ſalvation, and fer 44 Wo of thy 
' righteouſneſs. 

Order my ſteps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have do- 
minion over me. 


T prevented the * of the morning, and cried: T hoped 
in thy word. 


Mine eyes prevent the night-wwatches, that I 1 meditate in 
thy word. 

Seven times a day 45 IT praiſe thee: yp of thy righteous 
judgments. 

Great peace have they which ove thy law: and nothing ſhall 
offend them. 

Unleſs thy law had been my delight, I. ſhould then have perifhed 
#2 mine alſl iction. 


Thy 


2 
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Thy word is true from the beginning : and every one of thy righ- 
trous judgments endureth for euer“. 


have ventured, without the authority of the learned, to apply ſome 
parts of the 119th pſalm to this occaſion. The whole might have been 
introduced with adyantagez but I am obliged, in the courſe of this 
work, to reject many noble paſſages to avoid being too voluminous. | 


„ XX 


SHIMEI PARDONED— THE KING GOETH OVER 
JorDaAn, 


ND Shimei the ſon of Gera, a Benjamite, 
which was of Bahurim, haſted, and came down 
with the men of Judah, to meet king David. 

And there were a thouſand men of Benjamin with 
him, and Ziba the ſervant of the houſe ot Saul, and 
his fifteen ſons and his twenty ſervants with him, 
and they went over Jordan before the king. 

And there went over a ferry-boat to carry over the 
king's houſhold, and to do what he thought good: 
and Shimei the ſon of Gera fell down before the king 
as he was come over Jordan; and ſaid unto the king, 
Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, neither do 
thou remember that which thy ſervant did perverſly 
the day that my lord the king went out of Jeruſalem, 
that the king ſhould take it to his heart, 

For thy ſervant. doth know that I have ſinned: 
therefore behold, I am come the firſt this day of all 


the houſe of Joſeph, to go down to meet my lord the 


king. 
But 
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But Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah anſwered and ſaid, 
Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, becauſe he 
curſed the Loa p's anointed? and David ſaid, What 
have I to do with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah, that ye 
ſhould this day be adverſaries unto me? ſhall there 
any man be put to death this day in Iſrael? for do not 
I know, that I am this day king over Ifrac!? therefore 
the king ſaid unto Shime!i, Thou ſhalt not die: and 
the king ſware unto him. 

And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Ro- 
gelim, and went over Jordan with the king, to con- 
duct him over Jordan. | 

Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even four- 
{core years old, and he had provided the king of ſuſ- 
tenance while he lay at Mahanaim: for he was a very 
great man. | 5 

And the king ſaid unto Barzillai, Come thou over 
with me, and I will feed thee with me in Jeruſalem. 

And Barzillai ſaid unto the king, How long have I 
to live, that I ſhould go up with the king unto Jeru- 
falem ? I am this day fouricore years old: and can 1 
diſcern between good and evil? can thy ſervant taſte 
what I eat or what I drink? can I hear any more the 
voice of ſinging- men and ſinging- women; wherefore 
then ſhould thy ſervant, be yet a burden unto my lord 
the king? thy ſervant will go a little way over Jordan 
with the king: and why ſhould the king recompenſe 
it me with ſuch a reward? let thy ſervant, I pray thee, 
turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, 
and be buried by the grave of my father, and of 
55 my 
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my mother: but behold thy ſervant Chimham, let 
him go over with my lord the king, and do to him 
what ſhall ſeem good unto thee, 

And the king anſwered, Chimham ſhall go over 
with me, ard I will do to him that which ſhall ſeem 
good unto thee : and whatſoever thou ſhalt require of 
me, that will 1 do for thee. 

And all the people went over Jordan: and when 
the king was come over, the king kiſſed Barzillai, and 
bleſſed him; and he returned unto his own place. 

'Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimbam 
went on with him: and all the people of Judah con- 
aucted the king, and allo half the people of Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The manner in which David acted towards Shimei, re- 
fleets great honour on his memory: had not his character 
for humanity and gentleneſs of manners been generally 
known, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that one who had fo vilely 
inſulted him in the day of diſtreſs, would have ventured to 
caſt himſelf upon his mercy. The king was reſolved not to 
interrupt the joy of reconcilement with his people, by ſhed- 
ding the blood of areviler, whoſe reproaches, though unde- 
ſerved, had contributed to bring his mind into that humble 
fate, which had made his prayers acceptable to the Lok. 
What an excellent example has he left for the imitation of 
thoſe who meet with contumely and reproach! | 

Barzillai was a faithful ſubject, and his ſovereign was not 
inſenſible to his merit. This was a happy day to David; for 
he had opportunities of exerciſing his mercy, benevolence, 
and gratitude, 
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BELLION INSUES. 


AND behold, all the men of Iſrael came to the 
king, and faid unto the king, Why have our 
brethren, the men of Judah, ſtolen thee away, and 
have brought the king and his houſhold, and all Da- 
vid's men with him over Jordan? and all the men of 
Judah anſwered the men of Iſrael, Eecauſe the king 
is near of kin to us: wherefore then be ye angry for 
this matter? have we eaten at all of the king's coſt? 
or hath he given us any gift? And the men of Ifracl 
anſwered the men of Judah, and faid, We have ten 
parts in the king, and we have allo more right in Da- 
vid than ye: why then did ye deſpiſe us, that our ad- 
vice ſhould not be firſt had in bringing back our king? 
And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than 
the words of the men of Iſrael. 
And there happened to be there a man of Belial, 
whoſe name was Sheba, the ſon of Bichri, a Benja- 
mite; and he blew a trumpet, and ſaid, We have no 
part in David, neither have we inheritance. in the 
lon of Jeſſe: every man to his tents, O Iſrael. 

So every man of Iſrael went up from after David, 
and followed Sheba the ſon of Bichri: but the men 
of Judah claye unto their king, from Jordan even to 
Jeruſalem. | 
And 
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And Mephiboſheth the ſon of Saul came down to 
meet the king, and had neither dreſſed his feet, nor 
trimmed his beard, nor waſhed his clothes, from the 
day the king departed until the day he came again in 
peace. 

And it came to paſs, when he was come to Jeruſa- 
lem to meet the king, that the king ſaid unto him, 
Wherefore wenteſt not thou with me, Mephiboſheth? 
And he anſwered, My lord, O king, my ſervant de- 
ceived me: for thy ſervant ſaid, I will ſaddle me an 
aſs, that I may ride thereon, and go to the king: be-- 
cauſe thy ſervant is lame. 

And he hath ſlandered thy ſervant unto my 150 
the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of 
Gor: do therefore what is good in thine eyes. 

For all of my father's houſe were but dead men 
before my lord the king: yet didſt thou ſet thy ſer- 
vant among them that did eat at thine own table. 
What right therefore have I yet to cry any more unto 
the king? And the king ſaid unto him, Why ſpeak- 
eſt thou any more of thy matters? I have ſaid, Thou 
and Ziba divide the land. 
And Mephiboſheth ſaid unto the king, Yea, let 
him take all, foraſmuch as my lord the king is come 
again in peace unto his own houſe. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It is very eaſy to raiſe commotions in a ſtate, but hard to 
quell them; for when fellow-ſubjects have been uſed to re- 
gard each other as enemies, animoſities break out on every 


trifling 
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trifling occaſion; as was the caſe in the preſent inſtance.” Þe; 


_ haps David was impolitic in ſending to the men of Judah: 


but as it was his own tribe, we can ſcarcely wonder that lu. 
was ſolicitous for their countenancins him on this occaſion ; 
neither was it ſafe for him to go to Jeruſalem, till he had 
their aſſurance, that they would yield him quiet polleflion . 
it. When he knew that the gates of the city would be openci 
to him, he began his march, never ſuppoſing that the other 
tribes would expect a particular invitation; however, prid 

and jealouſy made them ſuſpect him of partiality to Judali; 
and the imprudent haughty anſwer which this tribe returned 
to their remonſtrances, blew up the flame. Sheba, being a 
Benjamite, had a perſonal hatred to David, on account of 
his having been appointed by God to ſuperſede Saul's family; 


he therefore took advantage of the preſent diſpute, with a 


view to his own intercſt, | 
The joy, which David would otherwiſe have, felt at his re- 
turn to Jeruſalem, was greatly damped by theſe frefh conten- 
tions; but he ſtill truſted in the Lory. 
When he entered the city, Mephiboſheth met him with 
all the appearance of forlorn diſtreſs, both in his dreſs and 
perſon. His anſwer to the king's enquiry, why he had not 
attended him? implied, that it was his wiſh to have done ſo; 


but David's reply gives 11s reaſon to ſuppoſe that he did not 


believe him ſincere; though for the ſake of Jonaihan, he 


was contented to paſs the matter over without a ſcrutiny, 


which he feared might end in the diſgrace of Mephiboſheth. 
Ziba had done the king very accentable ſervices, and his 
ſtory was a probable one. If Mephiboſheth was able to ride, 
ſurely he might have followed, and prevented credit being 
given to it; therefore we cannot wonder, that David did not 
rea(li give car to his excules, for after the benefits he had 
conferred on Meplubotheth, he muſt have been greatly hurt 


viftreſe 
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diſtreſs. It is hard to decide which deſerved blame, Mephi- 
boſheth or Ziba; but from Mephiboſheth's ready acqui- 
eſcence we may conclude, that David conducted himſelf in 
this affair, according to the rules of integrity and honour, 
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ND David come to his houſe at Jeruſalem. 

Then faid the king to Amaia, Aſſemble me 
the men of Judah within three days, and be thou 
here preſent. 

So Amaſa went to aſſemble the men of Judah; 
but he tarried longer than the ſet time which he had 
appointed him. 

And David faid to Abiſhai, Now ſhall Sheba the 
ſon of bichri do us more harm than did Abtalom: 
take thou thy lord's ſervants, and purſue after him, 
leſt he get him fenced cities, and eſcape us. | 

And there went out after him Joab's men, and the 
Cherethites, and the Felethites, and all. the mighty 
men: and they went out of jerufalem, to purſue af- 
ter Sheba the ſon of Bichri. 

When they were at the great ſtone which is in Gi- 
beon, Amaſa went before them: and Joab's gar- 
ment that he had put on was girded unto him, and 
vpon it a girdle with a ſword faſtened upon his 
loins in the ſheath thereof, and as he went forth it 
fell out. | 


And 
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And Joab ſaid to Amaſa, Art thou in health, m. 
brother; and Joab took Amaſa by the beard with 
the right hand to kiſs him. 

But Amaſa took no heed to the ſword that was in 
Joab's hand: ſo he ſmote him therewith in the fifth 
rib, and ſhed out his bowels to the ground, and 
ſtruck him not again, and he died: ſo Joab and Abi- 
ſhai his brother purſued after Sheba the ſon of Bi- 
chri. | 

And one of Joab's men ſtood by him, and ſaid, 
He that favoureth Joab, and he that is for David, let 
him go after Joab. 

And Amaſa wallowed in blood in the midſt of the 
high-way: and when the man ſaw that all the people 
ſtood ſtill, he removed Amaſa out of the high-way 
into the field, and caſt a cloth upon him, when he ſaw 
that every one that came by him, ſtood ſtill. 

When he was removed out of the high-way, all 
the people went-on after Joab, to purſue after Sheba 
the ſon of Bichri. | 

And he went through all the tribes of Iſrael unto 
Abel, and unto Beth-maachah, and all the Berites: 
and they were gathered together and went alſo after 
him. | 

And they came and beſieged him in Abel of Beth- | 
maachah, and they caſt up a bank againſt the city, and 
it ſtood in the trench: and all the people that were 
with Joab, battered the wall to throw it down. 

'Then cried a wiſe woman out of the city, Hear, 
hear; ſay, I pray you, unto Jaob, come near hi- 
ther, that I may ſpeak with thee, And 
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And when he was come near unto her, the woman 
ſaid, Art thou Joab? And he anſwered, I am he. 
Then ſhe ſaid unto him, Hear the words of thine 
handmaid. And he anſwered, I do hear. 

Then ſhe ſpake, ſaving, They were wont to fpeak 
in old times, ſaying, They ſhall ſurely aſk coumſel at 
Abel : and fo they ended the matter. 

I am one of them that are peaceable and faithful in 
ſrael; thou ſeckeſt to deſtroy a city and a mother in 
frael: why wilt thou ſwallow up the inheritance of 
the LoR D? And Joab anſwered and ſaid, Far be it, 
far be it from me, that I ſhould fwallow up or de- 
ſtroy. 


The matter is not fo: but a man of mount Ephra- 
im (Sheba the fon of Bichri by name) hath lift up his 
hand againſt the king, even againſt David: deliver 
him only, and I will depart from the city, And the 
woman faid unto Joab, Behold, his head ſhall be 
thrown to thee over the wall, 
Then the woman went unto all the people in her | 
wiſdom, and they cut off the head of Sheba the fon o l 
Bichri, and caſt it out to Joab: and he blew a trum 
pet, and they retired from the city, every man to his 4 
tent: and Joab returned to Jeruſalem unto the king. | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REPLECTIONS. 


We find that David was reſolved to remove Joah from the 
inpreme command of the army, aorceably to his promiſe to 
Amaſa, for his inſolence was inſupportable. Amaſa net be- 
ing able to make ſuch quick diſpatch as the caſe required, 
Vo. III. CG David 
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David was greatly diſquieted, which made him ſend Abithai, 
with the Cherithites, &c. who met with Amaſa. 

Joab it is ſuppoſed joined them, with a determined reſfolu— 
tion to put Amaſa to death, and retain the command of the 
army in defiance of the king: when he had perpetrated this 
wicked act, he profeſſed himſelf in David's intereſt ; and az 
there was an ablolute neceſlity to go againſt the rebels, the 
people without heſitation followed him. Juſt as the troops, 
by Joab's command, were beginning to beſiege the city with 
the uſual engines, a wiſe woman requeſted them to deſiſt, till 
ſhe had made a propoſal to the general. 

The arguments ſhe uſed, were perſuaſive and powerful ; 
though, according to our tranſlation, they are in a great mea- 
ſure unintelligible to us; but it plainly appears, that ſhe meant 
to expoſtulate with Joab for not firſt offering terms of peace, 
before he proceeded to the deſtruction of a city, which was 
part of the Lord's inheritance ; aſſuring him, that, had he 
informed them of the cauſe, the inhabitants would ſoon have 
ended the matter, by complying with any reaſonable demands. 
The treachery of Joab in reſpect to Amaſa, mult ſtrike every 
good mind with abhorrence ; and it is needleſs to comment 
on At. 
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As ſoon as the leader was cut off, the ſedition was at end, 
and peace was eſtabliſhed, but another dreadful calaniity ſoon 
fell upon the land of Iſrael—a three years famine.—This is 
among the evils which is generally underſtood by people, 
who have religious minds, as coming immediately from the 
hand of Gov, to bring men to repentance and retormation 
David, in the preſent inſtance, conſidered it in that light, and 

Ne. . enquired 


. 
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enquired of the Loxp by which means he learnt, that it cas 
er Saul and his bloody houſe, becauſe he flexw the Gibeonttes, 

It has been related in a former part of this hiſtory, that 
Joſhua made a league with the Gibeonites ; in conſequence of 
which, the Iſraclites were bound in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
to ſuffer them to live quietly amongſt them, Saul, it ſeerns, 
lad violated this treaty, and killed a number of them in times 


of peace wthoutthe leaſt provocation, in order that lis {riends 


might poſleſs their cities: many of the Iſraelites had been in- 
ſtrumental to his injuſtice; God was diſhonoured by the peo- 
ple's having broken a covenant made in his holy name, and 
jus religion would have been deſpiſed, if the nations around 
had cauſe given them to ſuppoſe, that it admitted of a breach 
of a public treaty, | | 

The Gibeonites, it is likely, were by this time fo increaſed, 
that they were diſtreſſed for towns to dwell in; and the [ira- 
elites, in all probability, inattentive to their ne ee nude 
themſelves partakers of Saul's fin, by retalniug thoſe cities, 
which were the lawtul property of the Gibeonlies, Nationa! 
in calls for national puniſhment; and, according to the ew 
in conſtitution, it was neceſſary that atonement ſhould be 
made for every breach of the Divine las. | | 

As ſoon as the cauſe of the famine was known, David's 
next care was to find out the remedy ; for this purpoſe, he 
applied to the Gibeonites, to learn in what manner he could 
give them ſatisfaction. They demanded, to have ſeven men of 
the family of Saul delivered into their hands: this requitition 


was conſiſtent with their ideas of juſtice ; therefore David was 


commanded by Gop to comply with their deſire, and ſeven 
men were accordingly delivered to them, whom they hanged, 


As it was left to David to fix on the perſons, who were by their 


deaths to make ſatisfaction to the Gibeonites, he carefully 
ſaved alive thoſe who were the immediate deſcendants of Saul 
and Jonathan, namely, Mephibotheth the ſon of Jonathan, 
and Micah the ſon of Mephiboſheth, with the four ſons of 

'G 2 Micah; 
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Micah; by which means he performed the oath which he ſware 


in the cave of Engedi, that HE would not cut off Saul's [c-4 


after him, to deſtroy his name out of his father's houſe; and the 
covenant he made with Jonathan, 20 e kindneſs to bis poſte- 
iy. The men who were hanged were inconfiderable perſons, 
and they moſt likely had been actually concerned with Sau] 
gainſt the Gibeonites, in which caſe they met with the fate 
they deſerved; but if they were innocent victims to public 
juſtice, as they died for the good of their country, Goy 
doubtleſs removed them to a better ſtate, 

A full vindication of David's conduct in this tranſaction, 
Jas been written by a learned author, and ſatisfactory reaton- 
given, why Gop required ſuch an expiation to be made; but 
it 1s of little uſe to the generality of readers, to employ thei! 
time and thoughts upon this or any obſcure pallage, ſince we 
may be certain it is of no real importance to us to inveſtigate 
them; for every part of ſcripture efentially neceſſary to be un 

tod, in order to obtein eternal happineſs, is ſo plainly ex- 
preiled, that the meaneſt underſtanding may comprehend it; 
though perſons who have leifure andabilities, are by no means 
torbidden to employ their reſearches in difcovering what 1: 
diſfcult, provided they do not, in the pride of human reaſon, 
diſpute the trutb of Divix E REVELATION, or ſay in thet: 
hearts, Gop is“ unjuſt, or unfaithful.” 

When the Gibeonites had received full ſatisfaction, and 
the fatnine ceaſed, David greatly rejoiced, and is ſuppoſed t. 
lave written the following pfalmF on this occalion, 


Praiſe waiteth for thee, O Gop, in Sion + and unto thee [hail 
the vdo be performed. 
O thou that heareſt prayer, unto thee hall all fab come. 


Iniquitics prevail againſt me: as for tur eran/gr ant 4 
Halt purge them @7 cov. 


* Patrick's Comment. + Pſalm lx. 
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Bleffed is the man whom thou chooſeſt and cauſeft to approach 
unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we ball be ſatisfied 
with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy holy temple, 

By terrible things in righteouſneſs wilt thou anſwer us, O Gon 
of our ſalvation : wwho art the confidence of all the ends of the 
carth, and of then that are afar off upon the fea. 

Which by his flrengih ſiiteth faſt the mountains; being girdead 
with poxber. 

Bd hich flilleth the nuiſe of tho ſeas, the noiſe their wawves, and 

nut of the propie. 

7 456 that davell in the uttermoſt parts aie afraid at thy 
tokens: thou makeſt the gut- gings the morning and evening is 
15 70 cc. 

Jon wifitejt the earth and wwatereſtl ite thou PAY enrich 
it avith the river of GOD which is full of water. thou pre- 
pareſt them corn, toben thou haſt fo feder it. 

Thou watereſt the ridges thereof abundantiy : then ſertleſt the 


furraws thereof : thou makeſft it ſoft with ſhowers, thou bleſſeſt” 


the ſpringing thereof. 

Thou crownefi the year with thy goodneſs, and thy paths drop 
fatneſs. 

They drop upon the paſlures of the wilderneſs e ant the little 
hills rejoice on every fide. | | 

The paſtures are clothed with flocks; the wallics alſo are c6- 
vered over with corn; they ſhout for joy, they alſo ſing. 


In this pſalm David acknowledges, that prazje is due to 
God from all mankind, but particularly from thoſe of Stox, 
where the holy ſanctuary was. He obſerves that they ſh 14 
not be diſcouraged by their 7::9uizy from adcrefiing their pe- 
titions to the LoRD, ſince he had gractovfly N ned the tins 
of him and his people. He confeſſes the almighty power of 


God, who is able to rule the ſtormy elements, and the turbu- 


lent paſſions of the human mind, and to ſhew forth his glory 
in remoteſt regions by the wonderlul works of nature. David 
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then expreſſes his gratitu de for the late relief from famin-, 
acknowledging that the bounties of harveſt are the gifts 9+ 
Divine Providence, ſince it would be in vain for the huſband 
man to purſue the labours of the field, unleſs the Lord fen 
his bleſſing on the land to give fertility to it. It is needlets t 
remark, that it is of general application. 

We have an account of four ſucceſſive wars with the Phi. 
Fitines, which, though expreſled in very few words, there | 
reaſon to believe, laſted a confiderable time. It is imagine 
that Abſaloni's rebellion encouraged the Philiſtines to beg“ 
them. 

The Philiſtines had at this time feveral men of extraor«!:- 

narv {tature amongſt them, all it ſeems of the kindred of Go 

Latin; and though they had experienced the little uſe of fuc' 
en in an army, yet they caſt their eyes on theſe, now flattert: 

themſelves, that by their help they might retrieve their ho- 
nour, and take revenge upon David. But the ſame Almighty 
power that had enabled this King, when an unexperienced 
youth, to defeat the gigantic champion of the Philiſtines, af. 
ſiſted Ins valiant officers in deſtroying the monſtrous deſcen- 
dants of this arrogant boaſter, who, like him, confided in hu- 


wan ftrength and vain. idols. 


The people of Iſracl entertained a high degree of affection 
{or their venerable king, and would not ſuffer him, as he wa: 
growing old and feeble, to ritk a life ſo valuable ro them, wu 
any future battle, 

When theſe wars were happily ended, and David was in 
perfect peace both at home and abroad, he is thought to have 
publiſhed the following pſalm“: 


The LORD is my rock and my fortreſs, and my deliverer; 
The God of my rock; in him will I truſt : he is my ſhield, and 


' the horn of my ſalvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my ſa- 


our; thou fave me from violence. 
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I xvill call on the Lo RD, who 7s Hα%—ð,Nẽyhy to be proiſed. ho, ſhall! 
I be ſaved from mine enemies. 

When the wawes of death compaſſed me; the floods of ungodly 
men made me afraid. 

The ſorrows of hell compaſſed me about, the ſnares of death 
prevented me. 

In my diſtreſs I called upon the Logp, and cricd 1993 GOD: 
and he did hear my <1:ice out of his temple, and my cry did eu- 
icr into his cars. 

Then the carth book and trembled; the foundations of neawes 
moved and ſhook, becauſo he awas art 

There went up a ſmoke out of ns neftrils,” and fire out of his 
month dexoureds coals were Findled by tt. 

He bixved the heavens alfa and came down; and darknc/s 
Tvas ander his for. | 

And he rode upon a cherub, and aid M., and he was feen 
upon the wings of the wind, 

And be made dartneſs pavilions round about kim, dark evatcrs 
and thick clouds of the fries. 

Through the brightneſs before him were coals of fire kindled. 

The LoD thundered from heagen, and the N Hig r:tered 
DIS UUICE. | 

And he ſent aut arioxs ond ſcattered them; lightning, and 
Aijcomfited them. 

And the channels of the fea appeared, the foundations of 10. 
world were diſcovered, ai the rebiking of the LORD, at the 
blaſt of the breath of his noſtrils. | 

He ſent from above, he ta%k me; he drew me out of many 
WAkErs., 

He delivered me from my ſtrong enemy, and from them that 
hated me : for they were too flrong for me. 

They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the Loud 
was my flay. 


He brought me forth alſo into a + large place: be arhwered me, 
becauſe he delighted in me, 


G 4 The 
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The Lord rewarded me according to my righteouſneſs: d. 
cording to the cleanneſs of my hands hath he recompenſed me. 
For I have kept the wv days of the LORD, and have not wick. 
ay departed from my Gop. 

For all his judgments were before mes and as for his flatutes, 
do not depart from them. 

bas alſo upright before him, and have kept wayſelf fre: 
Nine iniquity. 

Therefore the Loxp bath recompenſed me according to »' 
rightcouſneſs, according to my cleanlineſs in his eye-fight. 

IWith the i erciful thou Wil He To thy 10 if 11 erciful, and avi 
the upright thou wilt jhiw thyſelf upright. 

Vith the pure thou wilt bea thyſelf fire, and with the fin 
ward ten wilt ſhexww thyjelf unſawoury. 

And the aft:fAcd people, ibu awvile ſave: but thine ges ar, 
ton the patighty, that thou mayeſt bring them dowuvn. 

For thou art my damp, O LORD: and the LORD will lighten 
my darineſs. 

For by thee I have run through a troop; by GOD have / 
leaped over a wall. 

As for GOD, his way is perjet; the word of the LORD 2: 
tried, he is a buckler to all them that truft in him. 

For wha is God, ſave the Lond? and who is a rock, ſar" 

ur Gor? 

GoD ig my firength and PEE and he maketh my va; 
Pee . 

He maketh my fect like bends feet : and ſetteth me upon it 
high places. 

Ile teacheth my hands to Tar. fo that a bow of ſleel is broken 
by mine arms. 

Thou haft alſo given me the ſhield of thy ſalvation: and the 
gentleneſs hath made me great. | 
Thou haſt enlarged my fleps under me : 1 that my free did u 
Pip. 
A nd 
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hade purſucd mine enemies, and deſiroyed them + and turned 
not again till I bad conſumed them. 

And I hade conſumed them, and wounded them, that they 
could not ariſe e yea, they are fellen under my feet. 

For thou haſt girded me with flrength to battle : them that roſe 
up againſt me, haſt thou ſubdued under me. 

Thou haſt alſo giwien me the necks of mine enemies, that I might 
deſtroy them that hate me. 

They looted, but there Wwas none to ſave; even unto the 
LORD, but be anſwered them not. 
Then did I beat them as ſmall as the duſt of the nk I did 


amp them as the mire of the ſtreet, and did ſpread them abroad. 


Thou alſo haſt delivered me from the ſtricmugs of my, people, 
thou haſt kept me io be the head of the heathen a people which 
1 knexv not, ſhall ſerve me. 
Strangers ſhall ſubmit themſelves unto me: as ſoon as they 
hear, they ſhall be obedient unts me. 
Strangers fhall fade away, and they ſhall be afraid out of 
their cleſe places. 
The LORD liveth, and bl:fſed be my rock, and exalted be the 
GOD of my ſalvation, 
It is GoD that at me, and Ho bringeth down the peo- 
ple under mn, | 
And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies thou alſo Laſt 
lifted me up 6u high above them that roſe up againſt me ; thou 
haſt delivered me from the a lolent man. 
Therefore, I will give thank: wnto thee, O LORD, among the 
beathen, and I will fing praiſes unto thy name, 
He is the tower of falvation fur his king; and ſheweth mercy 
to bis anointed, unto David, and to bis ſeed fur ewermore. 


fn 
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David NUMBERETH THE PEoPLE—A PES TL. 
LENCE ENSUES. 


A Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provoked 
David to number Iſrael. 

And David ſaid to Joab, and to the rulers of the 
people, Go, number Iſrael from Beer-ſheba even to 
Dan; and bring the number of them to me, that I 
may know 1t. 

And Joab anſwered, The Loxp make his people 
an hundred times ſo many more as they be: but my 
lord the king, are they not all my lord's ſervants? why 

then doth my lord require this _ why will he be 
a a cauſe of treſpaſs to Iſrael. 

Nevertheleſs, the king's word prevailed againſt 
Joab: wherefore Joab departed arid went throughout 
all Ifracl, and came to Jeruſalem, 

And Joab gave the ſum of the number of the people 
unto David. And all they of Ifrael were a thouſand. 
thouſand and an hundred thouſand men that drew 
ſword: and Judah was four hundred threeſcore and 
ten thouſand men that drew ſword. 

But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among 
them: for the king's word was abominable to Joab. 


And Gop was diſpleaſed with this thing, therefore 
he ſmote Iſrael, 


And 


A PESTILENCE. 13 
And David ſaid unto Gop, I have ſinned greatly, 
becauſe I have done this thing: but now, I beſeech 
thee, do away the iniquity of thy ſervant, for I have 
done very foolithly. 

And the Lonp ſpake unto Gad, David's ſeer, ſay- 
ing, Go and tell David, ſaying, Thus faith the 
Lonp, I offer thee three things, chooſe thee one of 

| them that I may do it unto thee. 

So Gad came to David, and ſaid unto him, Thus 
faith the LorD, Chooſe thee, either three years famine, 
or three months to be deſtroyed before thy foes (while 
that the ſword of thy enemies overtaketh thee) or elfz 
three days the ſword of the Lok p, even the peſtilence 
in the land, and the angel of the Logp deſftroyir.s 
throughout all the coaſt of Iſrael: now therefore ad- 
viſe thyſelf, what word I ſhall bring again to him that 
{ent me. | | | 

And David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great ſtrait: 
let me fall now into the hand of the Lorn, (for very 
great are his mercies) but let me not fall into the hand 
of man. 


So the Lorp ſent peſtilence upon Iſrael; and there 
fell of Iſrael ſeventy thouſand men. 

And Gop ſent an angel unto Jeruſalem to deitroy 
it: and as he was deſtroying, the Lon p beheld, and 
he repented him of the evil, and ſaid to the angel that 
deſtroyed, It is enough, ſtay now thine hand. And 
the angel of the Lord ſtood by the threſhing-!tcor of 
Ornan the Jebuſite. 


J 6 | And. 
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132 ORNAN's THRESHING FLOOR. 


And David lift up his eyes, and ſaw the ange! 
the Loxp ſtand between the earth and the heaven, 
having a drawn ſword in his hand ſtretched out oc 
Jeruſalem: then David and the elders of Iſracl, who 
were clothed in ſackcloth, fell up their faces. 

And David ſaid unto Gop, Is it not I that com- 
manded the people to be numbered ? evenT it is that 
have ſinned and done evil indeed; but as for theſe 
ſheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, 
O Lord my Gon, be on me, and on my father's 


houſe, but not on thy people, that they ſhould be 


plagued. 

Then the angel of the Loxpy commanded Gad to 
ſay to David, that David thould go up and ſet up an 
altar unto the LoR D, in the thrething-floor of Ornan 


the Tebuſte, 


And David went up at the ſaying of Gad, which 
he ſpake in the name of the LorD. 

And Ornan turned back, and faw the angel; and 
his tour ſons with him hid themſelves. Now Ornan 
vas threſhing wheat, 

And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and 


law David, and went out of the threſhing-floor, and 


bowed himſelf to David with his face to the ground. 
Then David ſaid to Ornan, Grant me the plage of 
this threſhing- floor, that I may build an altar therein 


amo the Lord, thou ſhalt grant it me for the full 


price, that the plague may be ſtayed from the peo- 


+. % 
s 
ble. 


And 
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And Ornan faid unto David, Take it to thee, and 
let my. lord the king do that which 1s good in his eyes: 


lo, I give thee the oxen alſo for burnt-offerings, and 
the threſhing-inſtruments jor wood, and the wheat | 
for the meat-offering, I give it all. | 

And | king David ſaid to Ornan, Nay, but J will 
verily buy it for the full price: for I will not take that 
which is thine for the Lokrp, nor offer burnt-offer- 
ings without colt. 

So David gave to Ornan for the place, ſix hundred 
ſhekels of gold by weight. 
And David built there an altar unto the Lorp, 
and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and 

; called upon the LorD, and he anſwered him from 
heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt-offcring. 

And the Lon p commanded the angel, and he put 
up his {word again into the ſheath thereof. 

At that time, when David ſaw that the LoR D had 
anſwered him in the threſhing-floor of Ornan the Je- 
buſite, then he ſacrificed there. | 

For the tabernacle of the Loxp which Moſes | 
made in the wilderneſs, and the altar of the burat- 
offering, were at that ſeaſon in the high place at Gi- 
beon. | 

: But David could not go before it to enquire of 
. Gon; for he was afraid, becauſe of the {word of the 
angel of the Lok D. 

Then David ſaid, This is the houſe of the Lox p 


Gop, and this is the altar of burnt-offering for Iſ- 
rael. 
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$14 NATIONAL PUNISHMENTS, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


This ſection contains a moſt melancholy relation, and great 
difficulties attend the explanation of it. The ſin which Da- 
vid committed, was a breach of the law of Moſes, which re- 
quired as follows: 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes ſaying, When thou 
© takeſt the ſum of the children of Iſrael, after their number; 
© then ſhall they give every man a ranſom for his ſoul unto 
© the LokD, when thou numbereſt them; that there be no 
© plague among them, when thou numbereſt them. This 
© they ſhall give, every one that paſſeth among them that are 
© numbered, half a ſhekel after the ſhekel of the ſanctuary ; 
© (a ſhekel is twenty gerahs:) a half ſhekel ſhall be the of- 
© fering of the LoRD. Every one that paſſeth among them 
© that are numbered from twenty years old and above, ſhall 
give an offering unto the LoR D. The rich ſhall not give 
more, and the poor fhall not give leſs than half a ſheket, 
© when they give an offering unto the Lokp, to make an 
* atonement for your ſouls. And thou ſhalt take the atone- 
ment- money of the children of Iſrael, and ſhalt appoint it 
« for the ſervice of the tabernacle of the congregation ; that 
© it may be a memorial unto the children of Iſrael before the 
© LoxD, ta make an atonement for your ſouls,” 

It is ſuppoſed, that, in the pride of his heart, David num- 


bered the people, and that the Iſraelites wilfully neglected to 


pay the tribute, which the Lo Rp enjoined as an acknowledge- 
ment that their. lives, which were juſtly forfeited to him by 
their ſins, were redeemed by his mercy. We may be ſure 
they were guilty of preſumptuous fin, and that David's con- 
ference accuſed him of having committed it. I think we 


may likewiſe conclude, from the nature of the puniſh- 


ments propoſed, that the Iſraelites were partakers in the 
| offence ; 
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offence; for peſtilence, war, and famine, were appointed by 
the ALMIGHTY for the chaſtiſement of national fins; and 
what can be more likely to awaken the conſciences of a peo- 
ple, who are forgetful of their duty to Gop, than a ſudden 
calamity, which ſweeps off thouſands in a day ? 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe, or even to imagine, the horror 
of ſuch a ſcene; and we have reaton to pray, that ſuch a 
dreadful judgment may never fall upon this land in our 
days; but, if the increaſing impiety of the nation ſhould pro- 
yoke the Lok to afflict us with peſtilence, we may learn, 
from David's example, to humble ourſelves before Gop, 
with ſincere reſolutions of obeying his holy will, and then we 
may hope to be preſerved as he was, through Divine mercy. 

Then we need“ not be afroid for the terror by night; nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the peſtilence that walketh 
in darkneſs; nor for the deſtrucqtion that waſteth at noon day: a 


thouſand ſhall fall beſde us, and ten thouſand at our right hand, 


but it ſhall not come near us. We ball abide under the ſhadow 
of the Almighty, and be ſhall deliver us. 

It is a happy thing to reflect, that in all dangers, how 
great ſoever, thoſe who are religious may confide in Gop for 
protection, In this world, cood perſons are ſafe under his 


ſhadow, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it; but if it is the Divine 


pleaſure, to permit them to fall amongſt ſinners in a time 
of public calamity, it is but to remove them into the [ghz 
of his GLORIOUS PRESENCE, | 

We find that Satan was the firſt inſtigator to David's 
crime; but David was equally guilty in the fight of Gop, 
as if it had proceeded originally from his own wicked inclina- 
tion; from whence we learn, that it is no excuſe for ſin, to 


ſay we were tempted, as the Lorp will certainly enable 


every one to reſiſt temptation, who will ſeek for Divine af. 
liſtance. 15 | 
| * Pſalm xci. | 
S. E C KA 
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David MAKETH PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING 
| THE TEMPLE—INSTRUCTETH SOLOMOK— 
' CHARGETH THE PRINCES. 


ND David commanded to gather together the 

ſtrangers that were in the land of Iſrael, and he 

ſet maſons to hew wrought ſtones to build the houſe of 
Gon. | 

And David prepared i iron in abundance for the nails 
for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings; and 
braſs in abundance without weight: Alſo cedar-trecs 
in abundance; for the Zidonians, and they of Tyre, 
brought much cedar wood to David, 

And David ſaid, Solomon my ſon is young and 
tender, and the houſe that is to be builded for the 
LorD, muſt be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of 
glory throughout all countries: I will therefore now 
make preparation for it. So David prepared abun- 
dantly before his death. 

Then he called for Solomon his ſon, and charged 

him to build an houſe for the LORD Gop of Iſrael. 

And David faid to Solomon, My ſon, as for me, it 

was in my mind to build an houſe unto the name of 
the LoRxD my Gop: But the word of the Loxp came 
to me, ſaying, thou haſt ſhed blood abundantly, and 
haſt made great wars: thou ſhalt not build an houſe 
unta 
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unto my name, becauſe thou haſt ſhed much blood 
upon the earth in my ſiglit. | 

Behold, a ſon ſhall be born to thee, who ſhall be a 
man of reit; and I will give him reſt from all his ene- 
mies round about: for his name ſhall be Solomon, and 
{ will give peace and quietneſs unto Iſrac! in his 
days. 8 

He ſhall build an houſe for my name; and he ſhall 
be my ſon, and I will be his father; and I witl eſtabliſh 

he throne of his kingdom over Iſrace! for ever. 

Now, my fon, the Lonp be with thee, and profper 
thou, ana build the houſe of the Lord thy Gop, as 
he hath ſaid of thee. : 

Only the Loan give thee wiſdom and underſtanding 
and give thee charge concerning Iſrae], that thou 
mayeſt keep the law of the LoD thy God. 

Then ſhalt thou profper, if thou takeſt heed to fulfil 
ihe ſtatutes and judgments which the Lon p charged 
\loſes with concerning Iſrael. Be ſtrong and of good 
courage; dread not nor be diſmayed. 

Now behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the 
houſe of the Loꝝ n an hundred thouſand talents of gold, 
and a thouſand thouſand talents of ſilver; and of braſs 
and iron without weight: for it is in abundance: tim- 
ber alſo and ſtone have I prepared; and thou mayeit 
add thereto, 

Moreover, there are workmen with thee in abun- 
dance, hewers, and workers of ſtone and timber, and 
manner of cunning men for every manner of work. 
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Of the gold, the ſilver, and the braſs, and the iron 
there is no number. Ariſe therefore, and be doing, 
and the LokD be with thee. 

David alſo commanded all the princes of Iſrael to 
help Solomon his fon, ſaying, Is not the Lok p your 
Gop with you? and hath he not given you reſt on 
every ſide? for he hath given the inhabitants of the lan] 
into mine hand; and the land is ſubdued before i. 
LoxrD, and before his people. | 

Now ſet your heart and your ſoul to ſeek the Lony 
your Gop: ariſe therefore, and build ye the ſanctu- 
ary of the Loxd God, to bring the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Loxp, and the holy veſſels of Gop, into 
the houſe that is to be built to the name of the Lonry, 


ANNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS. 


We read in the laſt ſection, that David purchaſed the 
threſhing-floor of Ornan for a conſiderable ſum of money, 
and that he determined to build the Temple on that ſpot ; le 
received inſtruction concerning the form of the Temple and 
its furniture, in the ſame manner as Moſes did in reſpect to 
the Tabernacle; by this means he was enabled to direct al! 
the neceſſary preparations. We find that he had collected 
together immenſe treaſures for this holy purpoſe. Gold and 
filver abounded in thoſe days much more than at preſent, for 
many mines have been entirely exhauſted. He had been vic- 


torious in above twenty battles with the richeſt enemies in the 


world, many of whom had ſhields of gold, their weapons 


were at leaſt ornamented with that metal, and even their ca- 


mels necks were adorned with golden chains: they alſo carried | 
idols of gold and filver with them; therefore we may eaſily 
| conceive, 
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conceive, that the perſonal ſpoils which David took from his 
enemies, mult have amounted to an incredible ſum, and in 
all probability, the ſpoils of their cities to a much greater, 

Edom, all the Arabias and Syrias on both ſides of the Eu- 
phrates, and the Paleſtine coaſt (wiich countries abounded 
will mines) were tributary to lum; therefore the tribute that 
waz annually paid to him muſt have been immenſe. David 
Lkewiſe brought great wealth to I's kingdom, by trading with 
other nations; for his country was well culfivated, the pro- 
duce of the land of Ifrael being much more than ſufficient for 
its inhabitants; neither could they conſume all the conimo- 
dities with which their numerous locks and herds ſupplied 
them, 

Since“ lis conqueſt of Edom, David had another ſource of 
riches; for by reducing that country t6 a province, he be- 
came maſter of two ſea-port towns on the Red Sea, Elath 
and Eſion- geber; from whence he carried on for twenty-five 
years before his death, a very profitable trade to Ophir and 
Tarſhiſh in the eaſtern part of the world; each of theſe places, 
among other valuable articles, furniſh:4 David with great 
quantities of gold and filver. So that it is eaſy to account 
tor his poſſefling ſuch amazing riches; and from the piety 
of his diſpoſition we may conclude, that he was deſirous of 
employing them in ſuch a manner as might ſhew to the 


world, that he acknowledged Gop as the ſupreme KING of 


Iſracl, and conſidered himſelf only as the captain and ſhepherd 
of the Lord's inheritance, 


* See Prideaux's Connection of the Old and New Teſtament, 
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ADONJJAH cAUuSsETH HIMSELF TO BE VR 
CLAIMED KING—SoLOMON, BY David's Av. 
POINTMEN'T, 1S ANOIN TED. 


ND king David was old and ſtricken in years; 
then Adonijah, the fon of Haggith, exalted him. 

elf, ſaying, I will be king: and he prepared him chin 
riots and horſemen, and fifty men to run before him. 

And his tather had not diſpleaſed him at any time, 
in ſaying, Why haſt thou done ſo? and he alſo was 

a very goodly man: and his mother bare him after 
Abſalom. 

And he conferred with Joab the ſon of Zeruiah, ar 
with Abiathar the prieſt: and they following Adoni- 
Jah, helped him. 

But Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the fon of Je- 
hoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and 
Ret, and the mighty men which belonged to D avid, 
went not with Adonijah. 

And Adonyah flew ſheep and oxen and fat cattle, 
by the ſtone of Zoheleth, which is by En-rogel, and 
called his brethren the king's ſons, and all the men of 
Judah the king's ſervants. | 

But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the 
mighty men, and Solomon his brother he called not. 

Wherefore Nathan ſpake unto Bath-ſheba the mo- 
ther of Solomon, ſaying, Haſt thou not heard that 

Adonijah 
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Adonijah the ſon of Haggith doth reign, and David 
our lord knoweth it not? now therefore come, let me, 
pray thee, give thee counſel, that thou mayeſt ſave 
thine own lite, and the life of thy ſon Solomon. 

Go, and get thee in unto king David, and ſay unto 
him, Didſt not thou, my lord, O King, ſwear unto 
thine handmaid, ſaying, Aſſuredly, Solomon thy ſon 
ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my throne? 
why then doth Adonyah reign ? Behold, while thou 
vet talkeſt there with the king, I will allo come in af- 
ter thee, and confirm thy words. 

And Bath-ſheba went in unto the king, in the 
chamber; and the king was very old. 

And Bath- ſheba bow ed, and did obeiſance unto the 
king: and the king ſaid, What wouldeit thou? And 
the faid unto him, My lord, thou ſwareſt by the 
Loxp thy Gon unto thine handmaid, faying Aſſu- 
redly Solomon thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he 
thall fit upon my throne : And nov, behold, Ado- 
nijah reigneth; and now my lord the king, thou 
knoweſt it not. 

And he hath flain oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep in 
abundance, and hath called all the ſons of the king, 
and Abiathar the prieſt, and Joab the captain of the 
hoſt: but Solomon thy ſervant hath he not called. 

And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Iſracl 
are upon thee, that thou ſhouldſt tell them who thall 
fit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 

Otherwiſe it ſhall come to paſs, when my lord the 


king ſhall ſeep with his fathers, that I and my fon 


Solomon ſhall be counted offenders. And 
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And lo, while ſhe yet talked with the king, Na- 
than the prophet alſo came in. 

And they told the king, ſaying, Behold, Nathan 
the prophet. And when he was come in before the 
king, he bowed himſelf before the king with his face 
to the ground. | 

And Nathan faid, My lord, O king, haſt. thou 
ſaid, Adonijah ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall ſit 
upon my throne? ror he is gone down this day, and 
hath ſlain oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep in abun- 
dance, and hath called all the king's ſons, and the 
captains of the hoſt, and Abiathar the prieſt; and be- 
hold, they cat and drink before him, and fay, Gp 
fave king Adonijah. | 

But me, even me thy ſervant, and Zadok the . 
and Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, and thy ſervant So- 
lomon hath he not called. | 

Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou 
haſt not ſhewed it unto thy ſervant, who ſhould fit on 
the throne of my lord the king after him, 

Then king David anſwered and ſaid, Call me Bath- 
ſheba: and ſhe came into the king's preſence, and 
ſtood before the king. | 

And the king ſware, 21 faid, As the Lord liveth, 
that hath redeemed my out of all diſtreſs, even as 
I ſware unto thee by Op Gop of lirael, fay- 
ing, Aſſuredly Solomon thy ſon ſhall reign after me, 
and he ſhall fit upon my throne in my ſtead; even ſo 
will I certainly do this day. 


Then 
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Then Bath-ſheba bowed with her face to the earth, 
and did reverence to the king, and faid, Let my lord 
king David live for ever. 

And king David ſaid, Call me Zadok the prieſt, 

and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the fon of Je- 
| hoiada. And they came before the king. 
Ihe king allo ſaid unto them, Take you the ſer— 
vants of your lord, and cauſe Solomon my ſon to ride 
upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gi- 
hon. 

And let Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, 
moint him there king over Iſrael: and blow ye with 
the trumpet, and ſay, Gop fave king Solomon. 

Then ye ſhall come up after him, that he may 
come and fit upon my throne; for he thall be king in 
my ſtead: and I have appointed him to be ruler over 
lirael, and over Judah. 

And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada anſwered the 
bing, and faid, Amen: the LoxD Gop of my lord 
the king ſay fo too. 

As the Lorp hath been with my lord the king, 
4 even ſo be he with Solomon, and make his throne 
greater than the throne of my lord king David. 

So Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and rhe Cherethites, and 
the Pelethites, went down, and cauſed Solomon to 
ride upon king David's mule, and brought him to 
Gihon. 

And Zadok the prieſt took an horn of oil out of the 
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon: and they blew 
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the trumpet, and all the people ſaid, Gor fave king 
Solomon. | 

And all the people came up after him, and the 
people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great 
joy, ſo that the earth rent with the found of them. 

And Adonijah and all the gueſts that were with 
him, heard it as they had made an end of eating: aud 
when Joab heard the ſound of the trumpet, he ſaid, 
wherefore is this noiſe of the city being in an uproar? 
And while he yet ſpake, behold, Jonathan the ſon ot 
Abiathar the prieſt came, and Adonijah ſaid unto him, 
Come in, for thou art a valiant man, and bring! 
good tidings., 

And Jonathan anſwered and faid to Adoni; Jan 
Verily our Jord king David hath made en 
king. 

And the king hath ſent with him Zadek the prieſt, 
and Nathan the prophet, and Renaiah the fon of jc- 
hoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and 
they have cauſed him to ride upon the king's mule. 

And Jadok the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet 
anointed him king in Gihon: and'they are come up 
from thence rejoicing, ſo that the city rang again: 
this is the noiſe that ye have heard, 

And alſo Solomon ſitteth on the throne of the king- 
dom. 

And moreover, the king's ſervants came to bleſs 
our lord king David, faving, Gop make the name 
of Solomon better than thy name, and make his 
throne greater than thy throne: and the king bowed 
himſelf upon the bed, 9 2 Ang 
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And alſo thus ſaid the king, Bleſſed be the Loxp 
Gop of Iſrael, which hath given one to fit on my 
throne this day, mine eyes even ſeeing it. 

And all the gueſts that were with Adonijah, were 
afraid, and roſe up, and went every man his way. 


And Adonijah feared becauſe of Solomon, and 


aroſe, and went, and caught hold on. the horns of 
the altar. | | | | 

And it was told Solomon, faying, Bchold, Adoni- 
jah feareth king Solomon; for lo, he hath cauglit 
hold on the horns of the altar, ſaying, Let king So- 
lomon ſwear unto me to day, that he will not ſlay 
his fervant with the ſword. 

And Solomon ſaid, If he will ſhew himſc!f a wor- 
thy man, there ſhall not an hair of him fall to the 


earth: but if wickedneſs ſhall be found in him, he 


ſhall die. 

So king Solomon ſent, and they brought Adonijah 
down from the altar: and he came and bowed him- 
ſelf to king Solomon: and Solomon ſaid unto him, 
Go to thine houſe. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTI ONS. 


Solomon was a much younger man than Adonijah, who 
after Abſalom's death was the eldeſt, and therefore, according 


to the uſual cuſtom of other nations, he was heir to the crown; 


but as Gop himſelf had been the only King of the Iſraelites 
till vamuel's days“, ſo when at the people's defire the form of 
government was altered, the Lo Ry ſtill reſerved to himſelf 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible, | 
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the right of no nating the ſucceſſor, when the throne becam- 
vacant, as we read in the law of Moſes: Men then art cn; 

into the land, which the LoRD thy Gop giveth thee, and /ha!; 

| ſay, I will ſet a king over me, thou ſhalt by all means make im 
king whom the Lo RD all chuſe; fo that when Gov had de. 
clured his appointment of Solomon (as he did by the prophet 
Nathan) David was not at liberty to make choice of any other; 
but we may ſuppoſe that all his other ſons were jealous of thi 
preference given to a younger brother, which made the 
io ready to join with Adonijah. 

At what time David ſware to Bath-ſheba that Solomon 
ſhould fit on his throne, is uncertain; but moſt likely on N4- 
than's being ſent to give Solomon a name, which denoted hi: 
being beloved of the LoRp, David gave his mother a folemn 
promiſe, that ſince Gop had ſo manifeſtly declared in favour 
of this child, he would tor his part, do the utmoſt in his power 
to facilitate his ſucceſſion. 

Adonijah was ſtruck with conſternation when he heard, that 
Solomon by David's command was declared king, and that 
the people received him with ſhouts of approbation. All h, 
ambitious views were in an inſtant fruſtrated, and he found 
that it was in vain to oppoſe the will of the Lo RD, though hie 
had prevailed on Joab the general of the forces, and Abia- 
thar the high-prieſt, to cſpouſe his cauſe. How it came to 
paſs that they proceeded in fach an important affair without 
the knowledge of David, is not related; but from the cir- 
cumſtance of David's giving Zadok the preference ona former 
occalion, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Abiathar had been 
irregular in the adminiſtration of his office. As for Joab, he 
frequently treated his ſovereign with the utmoſt diſreſpect, 
and therefore his conduct is the lets to be wondered at. 

Nathan, Zadek, and Benaiah were known to Adonijah as 
true and faithful funden to king David, and for that reaſon 


* Deut. xvii. 14, 15. | 
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they were excluded from the general invitation; and we may 
be ſure, if they had been invited, they would have refuſed to 
go; therefore we muſt not ſuppole that Nathan's diſpleaſure 
towards Adonijah aroſe from this circumſtance of neglect, 
put that he mentioned it, as a proof to the king, that his fide- 
lity, as well as that of Zadok and Benaiah, were too publickly 
known for any one to attempt perverting them; and to con- 
vince their good old monarch, that there were {till ſome per. 


E ſons of conſequence ready to maintain the right of him whom 


Gop had choſen, 1 
0 | * 
Adonijahi fled to the altar, ſuppoſing that veneration for 


that ſacred place would prevent his being put to death; his 


ſcheme ſucceeded, and finding there was no other way of 


ſaving his lite, he paid obeiſance to his lawful ſovereign, and 
withdrew his claim to the crown. It muſt doubtleſs have 
given great affliction to David in his latter days, to meet with 
ſuch unkindneſs and ingratitude from a darling fon, whom he 
had ever treated with the utmoſt degree of tendernels and in- 
dulgence; but he uttered no murmurs or complaints, for he 
ſaw the hand of the Lorp ſtill chaſtiſing him, in order that 
his penitence micht continue to the laſt; and that the world 
might know from his example, what evils the Lony ſuffers 
to fall upon thoſe who commit ſuch crime: as David was guilty 
of, and the behaviour which Gp requires from oftenders 
againſt his holy laws. 


VVV 


David MAKETH PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING 
THE, TEMPLE— COMMANDETH SOLOMON T9 
BUILD IT—AND CHARGETH THE PRINCES T9 
ASSIST HIS Se. 


. 


\ ND David aſſembled all the princes of Iſrael, 


the princes of the tribes, and the captains of the 
2 companies 
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companies that miniſtered to the king by courſe, and 
the captains over the thouſands, and captains over the 
hundreds, and the ſtewards over all the ſubſtance and 
poſſeſſion of the king, and of his ſons, with the offi. 
cers, and with the mighty men, and with all the vali. 
ant men unto ſeruſalem. | 

Then David the king ſtood up upon his feet, and 
ſaid, Hear me, my brethren, and my people, As for 
me, I had in mine heart to build an houſe of reſt tc; 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and for the foot- 
ſtool of our Gop, and had made ready for the build- 
ing; But Gop faid unto me, Thou ſhalt not build an 
houſe for my name, becauſe thou haſt been a man ct 
war, and haſt ſhed blood. 

Howbeit, the LoRD Gop of Iſrael. choſe me be- 
fore all the houſe of my father, to be king over Iſracl 
tor ever. For he hath choſen Judah to be the ruler; 
and of the houſe of Judah, the houſe of my father, and 
among the ſons of my father, he liked me to make me 
king over all Iſrael: And of all my ſons, (for the Loxv 
hath given me many ſons,) he hath choſen Solomon 
my fon to fit upon the throne of the kingdom of the 
Lozp over Iſrael. 

And he ſaid unto me, Solomon thy ſon, he ſhall 
build my houſe and my courts: for 1 have choſen him 
to be my ſon, and 1 will be his father. | 

Moreover, I will eſtabliſh his kingdom for ever, if 
he be conſtant to do my commandments and my judg- 
ments, as at this day. 


Now 
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Now therefore in the ſight of all Iſrael the congre- 
oation of the Lon D, and in the audience of our Gop, 
keep and ſeek for-all the commandments of the Lozn 
your God: that ye may poſleſs this good land, and 
leave it for an inheritance for your children after you 
for ever. 

And thou, Solomon my fon, know thou the Gop 


of thy father, and {ſerve him with a perfect heart and 


with a willing mind. For the Lotp ſearcheth all 
hearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts: if thou ſeek him he will be found of thee ; 
but if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever. 

Take heed now: for the Lon p hath choſen the eto 
build an houſe for the ſanctuaty: be firong, and do 
it, | | 

Then David gave to Solomon his fon, the pattern 
of all that he had by the Spirit of the Lozp.. And he 
gave of gold by weight, and of filver alſo by weight, 
for all inftruments of every kind of ſervice. 

All this, ſaid David, the Loxp made me under- 
ſand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the 
works of this pattern. | 

And David ſaid to Solomon his fon, Be grong and 
of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be diſ- 
mayed, for the LoxD Gop, even my Gop, will 
be with thee ; he will not fail thee, nor forſake thee, 


until thou haſt finiſhed all the work for the ſervice of 


the houſe of the Lorp. 3 
And behold, the courſes of the prieſts and the Le- 
v ites, even they ſhall be with thee for all the ſervice of 
H 3 the 
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the houſe of Gop : and there ſhall be with thee for all 
manner of workmanſhip, every willing {kilful man, for 
any manner of ſervice : alſo the princes and all the peo- 
ple will be wholly at thy commandment, 

Furthermore David the king ſaid unto all the con- 
gregation, Solomon my ſon, whom alone Gop hat! 
choſen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great; 
for the palace is not for man, but for the Lozpd 
GOD. 

Now I have prepared with all my might for the 

houſe of my Cop, the gold for things to be made of 
gold, and the filver for things of ſilver, and the braſs 
tor things of braſs, the iron for things of iron, and 
wood for things of wood : onyx-ſtones, and ſtones to 
be tet, gliitering ſtones, and of divers colours, and all 
manner of precious ſtones, and marble-ſtones in abun- 
dance. | 

Moreover, becaufe I have ſet my affection to the 
houſe of my Gop, I have of mine own proper good, 
of gold and filver, which I have given to the houſe of 
my Gon, over and above all that ! have prepat red for 
the holy houſe. 

Even three thouſand talents of gold of the gold of 
Ophir, and ſeven thouſand talents of refined ſilver to 
overlay the walls of the houſes withal: The gold for 
things of gold, and the ſilver for things of filver, and 
for all manner of work to be made by the hands of ar- 
tificers. And who then is willing to conſecrate his ſer- 
vice this day unto the Lok. 


Then 
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Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the 
tribes of Iſrael, and the captains of thouſands and of 
hundreds, with the rulers over the king's work, of- 
fered willingly. 

And gave for the ſervice of the houſe of (op, of 
gold, five thouſand talents and ten thouſand drams: 


and of ſilver, ten thouſand talents; and of braſs eigh- 
teen thouſand talents : and one hundred thouſand ta- 
lents of iron. 

And they with whom precious ftones were found, 
gave them to the treaſure of the houſe of the Lok, 


by the hand of Jehiel the Gerſhonite. 
Then the be eople rejoiced for that they offered wil- 


lingly, bocauie with perfe t heart they offered willingly 
to the LoRD: and David the king alſo rejoiced with 
great joy. 

Wherefore David bleſſed the Lokp before all the 
congregation: and David ſaid, Blefied be thou, LoRD 
Gop of Iſrael our father, for ever and ever. 

Thine, O Load, is the greatneſs, and the power, 
and the glory, and the. victory, and the majeſty; for 
all that is in the heaven and in the earth 1s thine; thine 
is the kingdom, O Loxp, and thou art exalted as 
head above all, 

Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou 
reigneſt over all; and in thine hand is power an 
might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give ſtrength unto all. 

Now therefore, our Go, we thank thee, and 
praiſe thy glorious name. 

H 4 But 
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But who am IJ, and what is my people, that we. 
ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after this ſort? for 
all things come of thee, and of thine own have we g1- 
ven thee, 

For we are ſtrangers before thee, and ſojourners, as 
were all our fathers; our days on the earth are as « 
ſhadow, and there is none abiding. 

O Lord our God, all this ſtore that we have pre- 
pared to build thee an houſe for thine holy name, com- 
eth of thine hand, and is all thine own. 

I know allo, my Gon, that thou trieſt the heart, 
and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. As for me, in the 
uprightneſs ot mine heart I have willingly offered a! 
theſe things : and now have I ſeen with joy thy people 
which are preſent here to offer willingly unto thee: 

O Loxp Gop of Abraham, Ifaac, and of L[irael 
our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of 
the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and. prepare 
their heart unto thee: And give unto Solomon my fon $ 

a perfect heart to keep thy commandments, thy teſti- : 
monies, and thy ſtatutes, and to do all theſe things, 


and to build the palace for the which I kave made pro- ; 
viſion. z 
And David ſaid to all the congregation, Nov L 
bleſs the Lon p your Gop. And all the congre- 
gation bleſſed the LoRx PD Gov of their fathers, and . 


bowed down their heads, and worſhipped the LoRD, 
and did homage to the king. 


And they ſacrificed ſacrifices unto the Lorn, and 
offered burnt-offerings unto the Loxp on the morrow 
atter 


e 
I 
Me 
Fg 
ME 
* 
. 
* 
K 
* 5 
3 
. 
bs.” 
. 
NY 
<7 
= 
* 
pt, 
3 
2 
SS 
wy: 
46? 
4 
A 
by 
* 
Ivf ny 
+. 
ee 
Wo 
2 
1 9 
„ 
® 
4 
3 
e 
& 
E 
3 2 
** $ 
$a 
al 
Foo 
7 
4 4 
3 
#4) 
* 
* 
* >, 
bf, 
. 
+ - 
3 
5 
3 


SOLOMON MAGNIFIED. 153 


after that day, even a thouſand bullocks, a thouſand 
rams, and a thouſand lambs, with their drink-offer- 
ings, and facrifices in abundance for all Iſrael: And 
did eat and drink before the LoRD on that day with 


great gladneſs. And they made Solomon the ſon of 


David king the ſecond time, and anointed him unto 
the LoaD to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be 
prieſt, 

Then Solomon ſat on the throne of the Lond as 
king inſtead of David his father, and proſpered, and 
all Iſrael obeyed him. 

And all the princes, and the mighty men, and all 
the ſons likewiſe of king David ſubmitted themſelves 
unto Solomon the king. 

And the LorD magnified Solomon exccedingly in 
the fight of all Iſrael, and beſtowed upon him fach 


royal majeſty as had not been on any king before him 
in Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


At the time Adonijah attempted to ſeize the throne, David 


was confined to his bed with exceflive weakneſs ; but it ſceins 


he recovered ſufficient ſtrength to be preſent ata ſolemn aſſem- 
bly which was called together in order to eſtabliſh Solomon's 
pretenſions. Row adnmurabie was the humility and piety of 
the ſpeech which David made on this occaſion, as well as 
the earneſt deſire expreſſed in it of promoting the glory of 
Gob. To remove all jcalouſy from the minds of bis other 
ſons, and prevent diſſenſions amongſt his ſubjects, he pub- 
lickly declared, that GoD himſelf had appointed Solomon 20 
fit upon the throne of the KING DOM of the LORD over Tjrae!. 

II 5 | The 
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The princes, convinced that all which David ſaid and did 
on this occaſion was agreeable to the Divine will, gladly fol- 
lowed his royal example“, in devoting part- of their riches to 
the glory of Gop: and after having offered their ſacrifices, 
feaſted on them with great joy before the Lo RD. The ſen- 
timents of David's heart on this joyful occaſion, may be 
learnt from that excellent thankſgiving, which he then ut- 
tered, It is ſuppofed that after he had bleſſed the people, 
he oftered up the following prayerÞ for Solomon. 


Kixc David's PRAYER FOR HIS SON SOLOMON. 


Give the king thy judgments, O _— and thy righteouſneſs 
unto the king”s ſon. 


He ſhall judge thy people with righteouſneſs, and thy poor with 


judgment. 


The mountains ſhall bring peace to the people, and the little 


' bills, by righteouſneſs. 


He fhall judge the poor of the people, he ſhall ſawe the children 
of the needy, and ſball break in pieces the oppreſſor. 

They fhall fear thee .as long as the ſun and moon endure, 
throughout all generations, 

He ſhall come down like rain upon the moron graſs ; as ſhows 
ers that water the earth. 

In his days fholl the righteous flouriſh . and abundance of peace 
fo long as the moon endureth. 

He foall have dominion alſo from ſea io ſea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the carth. 

They that deli in the wilderneſs hall bow before him: and 


his enemies ſhall lick the duft. 


* The value of the gold (beſides the ſeven thouſand talents of filver) 
which David gave out of his own private eſtate, amounted to the ſum 
of 21,c00,000l. of our money, which might eaſily be amaſled by re- 
peated voyages to Ophir and Tarſhiſh. 

+ Pſalm lxxii, 
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The kings of Tarſbiſb and of the ifles fhall bring preſents 5 the 


kings of Sheba aud Seba ſhall offer giſis. 

Yea, all kings Hall fall dotun befor: him all nations fhall 
ſerve him. | 

For he ſball deliver the needy avhen he cricth ; the poor alſo, 
and him that hath no helper. 

He hall ſpare the poor and necdy, and ſball ſuaie the fouls of 
the noedy, | 

He ſhall redeem their foul from deceit and violence aud pre- 
cious ſball their blood be in his fight. | 

And he ſhall live, and to him fhall he given of the. gold of 
Sheba ; prayer alſo ſhell be made for him continually, aud daily 
Hall be be praijed. : 

There fba!ll be an handful of corn in the carth upon the top of 
the mountains, the fruit thereof ball ſhake like Lebanon, and 
they of the city ſhall flouriſh like graſs of the earth. 

His name ſhall endure for ever : his name Hall be continued 
as long as the ſun, and men ſhall be bl:ſſed in bim; all nations 
Hall call him bleſſed. 


Blefſed be the LoRD Gop, the God of Iſrael, ac only 


doeth wondrous things. 
2 bleſſed be his glorious name for ever, and let the awhele 
earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and amen. | 
The prayers of Dawid the for of Fefſe are ended. 


It appears from the beginnins of this pſalm, that David's 
intention was to pray for bleſſings on his ſon Solomon; but 
before he could proceed to expreis all that he wiſhed con- 
cerning the glory of his reign, he was inſpired by the Holy 
Spirit to deſcribe, in a prophetic manner, that of the Meſ- 
| falls kingdom. This prophecy was calculated to furniſhi in- 
ſtruction to Solomon, by ſetting before him ſuch rules as 
might ſerve for a guide to him in the character of vicegerent 
of that great Being, whoſe temporal kingdom he was ap- 
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pointed to govern : and it will appear, from the courſe of 


this hiſtory, that Solomon was happy in proportion to his ob- 
{ervation of theie rules, 


. 0.4.71: 19 


DAVID GIVETH A CHARGE To SOLOMON HIS 
SON, AND DIETE. 


OW the days of David drew nieh, that he 
ſhould die; and he charged Solomon his ſon, 
ſaying, I go the way of all the earth: be thou ſtrong 


therefore, and ſhew thyſelf a man. 


And keep the charge of the LoRD thy God, to walk 
in his ways, to keep his ſtatutes, and his com: mand- 
ments, and his judgments, and his teſtimonies, as it 
is written in the law of Moſes, that thou mayeſt proſ- 
per in all that thou doeſt, and whitherſoever thou 
turneſt thyſelf: That the LoR D may continue his 
word which he ſpake concerning me, ſaying, If thy 
children take heed to their way, to walk before me 
in truth, with all their heart and with all their ſoul, 
there ſhall not fail thee (ſaid he) a man on the throne 
of Iſrael. | „ 

Moreover, thou knoweſt alſo what Joab the ſon of 
Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two cap- 
tains of the hoſts of Iſrael, unto Abner the ſon of Ner 
and unto Amaſa the ſon of Jether, whom he ſlew, 
and ſhed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood 
of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in 
his ſhoes that were on his feet. 


Da 
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Do therefore according to thy wiſdom, and let not 
his hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 

But ſhew kindneſs unto the ſons of Barzillai the Gi- 
leadite, and let them be of thoſe that eat at thy table: 


for ſo they came to me when I fled becauſe of Abſa- 
lom thy brother. 


And behold, thou haſt with thee Shimei the ſon of 
Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which curſed me with 
a grievous curſe, in the day when I went to Maha- 


naim: but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and 


I ſware to him by the Lord, ſaying, I will not put 
thee to death with the ſword. 

Now therefore hold him not guiltleſs: for thou art 
a wiſe man, and knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do 
unto him; but his hoar head bring: thou down to the 
grave with blood. 

So David ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in 
the city of David. 

And the time that he reigned over Iſrael was forty 
years; ſeven years reigned he in Hebron, and thurty 
and three years reigned he in Jeruſalem. 

And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches 
and honour. And Solomon his ſon reigned in his 
ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS axd REFLECTIONS. 


As David was ſenſible that his laſt hours drew nigh, he 
called for his ſon Solomon, that he might with his dying lips 
enforce the admonitions he had formerly given him concern- 
ing obedience to the Lo Rp; and likewiſe inſtruct him in ſome 

rerteneen, 
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particulars, neceſſary to ſecure his peaceable poſſeſſion of the 
throne, 

Joab was a man of a very turbulent ſpirit, who had on ſe. 
veral occaſions reliſted David's authority, and had lately 
joined in a conſpiracy againſt Solomon; it was therefore 
likely, that he would give the young king a great deal of 
trouble, and Solomon perhaps might be induced to ſpare him 
on account of his venerable years, and the high rank he had 
long borne in the army; David therefore exhorted Solomon 
to act towards him as wiſdom fbould dire; and reminded 
his ſon of the former crimes Joab had committed, how fre- 
quently he had oppoſed the lawful commands of his ſove- 
reign, and how treacherouſiy he had murdered Abner and 


Amaſa. 
From David's own words when Joab murdered Abner, we 


may conclude, that he certainly would have called him to his 
trial immediately; but he feared that by attempting it, he 
might occaſion more bloodſhed amongſt his ſubjects, as Joab 
had great influence in the army: neither was the king in a ſi- 
tuation to admit of his taking vengeance for the death of 
Amaſa, as he was at that time, but juſt returned to the royal 
city, and the Kingdom in the utmoſt contuſion, 

David's general behaviour to his enemies gives us reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that for every private injury, he would readily 
have forgiven Joab; but as KING of Iſrael, he could not par- 


don him without being guilty of a breach of Gop's com- 


mands himſelf; for the law was very ſtrong againſt 2v/fiul 
murder, and admitted of no atonement for it by ſacrifices and 
prayers. Suppoſing that the anger of Gop could be ap- 
peaſed by humiliation, it is wnpoſtible to make reſtitution to 
the dead; for this reaſon the Lo RD commanded, that he who 
killed another, ſhould forfeit his own life. Beſides, “ in the 
image of GOD made he man; therefore it is js for any 
one to deftroy that body in which the CREATOR has placed an 


immortal Sou, ſince the Supreme Being alone has a right to 
; diſpenſe 
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diſpenſe life and death, Beſides the land of Iſrael was pecu- 
liarly ſanctiſied by the v;/ible manifeftation of the PRRSENCE 
of Gop, who had ſaid (by the mouth of Moſes) “ YT Ball 
not pollute the land wherein I dwell, for blood defileth the land, 
which cannot be cleanſed of the blood that ts ſhed therein, but by 
the blogd of him that ſhed uv. Defile not therefore the land 
wherein I dwell, for I the Lord davell amongſi the children of 
Ifracl.”* Ss that the king, who ſuffered a wilful marderer to 
live, endangered the bringing a curſe upon his kingdom, and 
was anſwerable in a great meaſure for any ſubſequent mur- 
ders the offender might commit. The Iſraelites it is true 
ſlew a great number in war, but they were perſons who had 
themſelves defaced the image of Gor by their abominable 
practices, and had forfeited their lives by their crimes; in re- 
ſpect to theſe therefore, the Ifraclites were but the inſtru - 
ments of divine juſtice, and acted by God's expreſs com- 
mand. And ſo did thoſe who put to death ſuch as were 
guilty of capital offences; for Go» had ordained the puniſh 
ment, and it was the duty of the magiſtrate to put it in execu- 
tion. It was for the ſake of public juſtice, and not to gratity 
private reſentment, that David adviſed Solomon ““ not to let 
Foab's hear head go doxvn to the grave in peace.” 

Some learned authors“ are of opinion, that the text relat- 


ing to Shimei is not properly tranſlated, and that it ſhould ' 
have been rendered, “ Now therefore hold him net guiltleſs, 


(for thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt What thou oughteſt to do 


unto him) N OR his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with 
blood.” If this is the right interpretation of the paſ- 


ſage, (which Solomon's treatment of Shimei confirms) 
then we may underſtand, that David only intended to cau- 
tion his ſon to keep a ſtrict eye upon Shimei, as his loyalty 
was by no means to be depended on; neither was it conſiſtent 
with wiſdom and policy to permit ſuch a ſeditious perſon to 


* Chandler's and Delany's Life of David. 
| enjoy 
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enjoy tlie ſame privileges in every reſpect, as his faithful ſub- 
jects did. 

When David had given all requiſite inſtructions to Solo- 
mon, his buſineſs on earth was finiſhed ; and as the faculties: 
of his mind were unimpaired, there is no doubt but he paſſed. 
his laſt moments in pious meditations, 

David had ſet the Lok D always before him, therefore 
In (even in this tremendous hour) his heart was glad, and 57 
1 glory (or immortal ſpirit) rejoiced; for he firmly truſted that 
J it would not be left for ever in the place of the dead, but that 
even his body ſhould riſe again; and that Gop would redeem 
his Soul from the power of the grave, and not ſuffer him, 
who had been ſanctified by the inſpiration of the holy Spirit, 
to ſee corruption; but would ſhew him the path of life, 
which leadeth to the preſence of Gop, where is fulneſs of 


Joy, and at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for ever- 
more! | 
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* See Pſalm xvi. 8, Kc. and xlix. 15. 
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A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE CHARACTER OF KING : 
Davin, THE MAN AFTER Gop's OWN HEART. 5 


We have now gone entirely through the hiſtory of king 
David, which affords great entertainment and inſtruction; 
he certainly was one of the beſt men that ever lived upon 

earth, and none of the boaſted heroes“ of antiquity are wor- N 
thy to ſtand in any degree of competition with him, either for F 
courage or virtues; and yet we often hear, among thoſe who 
call themſelves learned and polite, the character of this king 
vilified in the moſt opprobrious terms, becauſe he is ſtiled in 
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| #* See in Dr, Delany's Life of David, a parallel between this king and 
| | the heroes of profane hiſtory, 
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ſcripture, the man after Gop's own heart, though he was 
guilty of great violations of the moral law; it is therefore ne- 


ceſſary to explain, how we are to underſtand this expreſſion. 


A ſhort time after Saul was made king, he broke through 
the conditions on which he had been raiſed 70 / on the throne 
of the LORD over Tract, and arrogated to himfelf the ſupreme 
power, inſtead of acting as Gop's wicegerent; and for this 
cauſe, the prophet Samuel was ſent to tell him, that he was 
rejected as captain of the Lord's inheritance, and that his 
kingdom ſhould not deſcend to his poſterity, for the LoRD had 


ſought him a man after his own heart; that 1s to ſay, one who 


would never forget that he received his authority from the 
1,08D, and was bound to govern himſelf agreeably to Gop's 
commands. David, when a humble ſhepherd, was remark - 
able for his picty and amiable diſpoſition, and therefore juſti- 
lied the preference which was given to hum at that time. 

We are told, that immediately after he was anointed captain 
ef the Lonkv's inheritance, and had the promiſe of the king— 
dom given to him, the Spirit of the Lord came on him, and 
we read of his performing many acts that required ſupernatural 
aſſiſtance: all the ſucceſs which the Iſraelites had againſt the 
Philiſtines during the remainder of Saul's reign, was under 
David; from which Saul was led to ſuſpect, that he would alſo 
ſuperſede him in the throne; till at laſt, his jealouſy was ſo 
inveterate, that he reſolved, if poſſible, to deſtroy him: 
David, however, was protected by an Almighty arm, for 
(notwithſtanding it muſt be acknowledged, that he committed 
many errors, which ſhew that he was ſubject to human imper- 
fection) he preſerved the higheſt reverence for Gop, and 
zeal for the honour of religion, and therefore he was delivered 
from the moſt imminent dangers by the interpoſition of Pr- 
VINE PROVIDENCE, being ftill in the general tenor of his 
conduct, à man after Gop's own heart, When he gave way 


to the 7mpety 2 ity of paſſion, he was 5 always unfortunate ; but ade 
verſity 
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yerſity had its proper effect on his mind; he prayed for par- 
don, and the Shirit of the Lo RD again aſſiſted him: at length, 
after a variety of trials, he was anointed king over all Iſrael ; 
at which time he entered into a covenant, that he would con- 
ſider the people as ſheep committed to his care by the Lo Rp, 
would provide for their ſafety, and rule them with tenderneſs; 
and as captain of the LoRD's inheritance, would help them to 
ſubdue their enemies: we may alſo collect from many of his 
pſalms, that the LoR D had made a eovenant with David; and 
aſſured him by his holy Spirit, that if he continued faithful to 
the truſt repoſed in him, he would eſtabliſh his kingdom for 
ever; and that if his poſterity were obedient to the Lorn, 
they ſhould reign after him, in regular ſucceſhon, till a prince 
ſhould be born of David's race, that ſhould rule over all the 


kingdoms of the earth. David underſtood this promile as re- 


lating to the Mrss1AaH, and though many ycars before our 
Saviour appeared on earth, acknowicdged him to be his Lok p, 
which proves that he had perfjef faith in Gop. 

As ſoon as David was ſettled on the throne, his great ſtudy 
was to ſhew forth the GLORY Of Gop, and to promote the 
proſperity of Iſracl; for theſe purpoſes, he eſtabliſhed public 


worſhip, reſtored the law of Moſes, and made moſt excellent 


regulations in the government, He ſubdued all the 1dolatrous 
nations that profeſſed enmity to the Lond Jeaovan, and al- 
ways imputed his ſucceſs to Gop. During the whole of his 
reign, he governed his people with the utmoſt clemency and 
juſtice, and was beloved and honoured by them to the end of 
his life; and his hiſtory abounds with inſtances of lis gene- 
roſity, benevolence, mildneſs, and magnanimity. In refpect 
to Uriah, David certainly was a great offender againſt the 
moral law, and by that law, bis life was forſeired; however, 
in conſideration of his exemplary fenitence, and lus general 
fidelity, it pleaſed Gop (who had an undoubted right to do 
it) to pardon him; but that no one might be encouraged to 

| | {uppole 
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ſuppoſe wickedations were excuſable, he was condemned to ſuf- 
fer ſuch afflictions as /ould deter others ſrom committing the ſame 
crimes; and we may judge, from the conſolations he received 
by the Holy Spirit, that his behaviour under theſe chaſtiſe- 
ments, was ſuch as became the man after Gon's own. beart. 
As ſoon as the end for which the puniſhment was inflicted on 
him was anſwered, he vas once more reſtored to peace, and 

amitted to the holy Tabernacle; where he poured forth his 
01 in thankful acknowledgments of the goodneſs of the 
LORD, and promiſes of future obedience. 

When David found his latter end approaching, he made 
known to his people that Solomon was appointed to ſucceed 
lim in the throne, cauſed him to be anointed in his life time, 
acquainted him with the covenant f the LORD, and exhorted 
him to obſerve the conditions of it. 

Whilſt we are endcavouring to o Ltain a juſt idea of the 
Character of David, we muſt not omit to mention his colleC= 
tion of e a 5 of Divine inſtruction, of ineſtt- 
mable value, which, as long as the world laits, muſt be held 
in the hi 2hefſt eſtimation by pious perſons; ſince they are ſo 


adapted to the common occaſions of lite, that every one, from 
the higlieſt monarch to the meaneſt ſlave, may appropriate 


them to his uſe: they teach us not only % Gop mule be 
worſhipped, but furniſh us with the means of doing it in the 
moſt acceptable manner: the afflicted may pray, the {inner 
expreſs contrition, and the happy rejoice before the Lok, 
in the very words of David: national calamities may be de- 
plored, and national mercies acknowledged by theſe Divine 
compoſitions; the harmonious concert is ſanctified by ſuch 
heavenly ſtrains, and the artleſs notes of the humbleſt chriſti- 
an, dignified by the poetry of the ſweet finger of Tjrae!, 
Many of the plalms begin with prayer or praiſe, and end with 


aſſurances to the humble and penitent, that the LORD will 
preſerve and protect all thoſe who truſt in Him: in ſuch paſ- 


lages, we may clearly diſcern the marks of Divine inſpiration ; 


and 
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and they were certainly dictated by the holy Spirit, for the 
conſolation, not only of David, but of every one elſe who will 
accept of this Divine bounty; and even the crſes which David 
in the character of king of Iſrael, denounced againſt the idola- 
trous nations, may ſerve as admonitions to us, ſince they point 
out the crimes for which thoſe ſinners were deſtroyed; let us 
therefore examine our hearts by them, and if we find there any 
inclination to commit ſuch fins, let us make haſte to repent, 
leſt the Lo RD caſt us out alſo for rebelling againſt him: we 
muſt be careful or to apply theſe eurſes to ſuch os have injured 
us, for no chriſtian can be in the ſituation which David was 
when he penned them; and beſides, we have an exprefs com- 
mand, to love our enemies: to bloſs, and curſe not. 

I think we may learn from David's hiſtory, that a mar af- 
ter Gop's own heart, is one who makes the Divine will the 
general rule of his life; who haus a fervent zeal for the honour 
of GoDp, and a benevolent regard to the happineſs of man- 
kind; who is patient in adverſity, humble in proſperity; who 
examines his own heart, to ſee it there is any way of wicked- 
neſs in him; acknowledges his fins with ſhame and repentance, 
and. avoids the repetition of them; who aſpires after that per- 
fection of goodneſs, which human nature in its preſent ſtate 
cannot attain to; and who truſts to the infinite mercy of Gop 
for pardon, eſteeming bis fawmur as the higheſt bleſſing he can 
enjoy, and longing to be admitted to thoſe bliſsful regions, 
where, freed from his preſent tumultuous paſſions, he may 


render more acceptable ſervice to this beſt of Beings. 


Soy vindicated his honour by ſhewing diſpleaſure againſt 
David for his crimes, and has cauſed his hiſtory to be written 
for the edification of the world; if we turn it into ridicule, 
we deſpiſe the admonitions of the LorkD; and if we harden 
ourſelves in fin, inſtead of amending our lives by David's exam- 
ple, and REPROACH Gop for calling him, the man after his 
00 heart, abe blaſpheme his HoLy NAME; therefore let us 
never join in ſuch profane converſation, as it will prove that 

„ we 
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we are neither well grounded in religion, nor acquainted with 


ſacred hiſtory, and that we want to find pretences for conti- 
nuing in wickedneſs. 


. . 


SOLOMON REIGNETH ADONIJAH PUT TO 
DEATH, 


HEN fat Solomon upon the throne of David 
his father, and his kingdom was eſtabliſhed 
greatly, | | 

And Adonijah the fon of Haggith came to Bath- 
ſheba, the mother of Solomon, and ſhe ſaid, Comet 
thou peaceably ? And he ſaid, Peaccably. | 

He ſaid moreover, I have ſomething to ſay unto 
thee. And ſhe ſaid, Say on. 

Aud he ſaid, Thou knoweſt that the kingdom was 
mine, and that all Iſrael ſet their faces on me, that I 
ſhould reign : howbeit the kingdom is turned about, 
and is become my brother's: for it was his from the 
LoRD. | | 

And now I aſk one petition of thee, deny me not. 
And the ſaid unto him, Say on. 

And he faid, Speak, I pray thee unto Solomon the 
King (for he will not ſay thee nay) that he give: me 
Abiſhag the Shunammite to wife. 

Bath- ſheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to 
ſpeak unto him for Adonijah : and the king roſe up to 
meet her, and bowed himſelf unto her, and fat down 

on 
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on his throne, and cauſed a ſeat to be let for the king's 
mother; and ſhe fat on his right hand. 

Then the ſaid, I defire one ſmall petition of thee, I 
pray thee ſay me not nay, And the king faid unto her, 
Aſk on, my mother, for Iwill not ſay thee nay. 

And ſhe ſaid, Let Abiſhag the Shunammite be gi- 
ven to Adonijah thy brother to Wife. 

And king Solomon anſwered and faid unto his mo- 
ther, And why doſt thou aik Abithag the Shunammite 
for Adonjjah? ak for him the kingdom alſo; (for he 
is mine elder brother) even for him; and for Abiathar 
the prieſt, and for Joab the fon of Zeruiah. 

Then king Solomon {ware by the Lond, ſaying, 
Gop do ſo to me, and more allo, if Adonijah have not 
ſpoken this word againſt his own life.. 

Now therefore, as the Loxp liveth, which hath 
eſtabliſhed me, and ſet me on the throne of David my 
father, and who hath made me an houſe, as he pro- 
mifed, Adonjjah ſhall be put to death this day. 

And king Solomon ent by the hand of Benaiah the 
fon of Jehoiada, and he fell upon him that he died. 

And unto Abiathar the prieſt ſaid the king, Get 
thee to Anaithoth, unto thine own fields, for thou 
art worthy of death: but I will not at this time put 
thee to death, becauſe thou bareſt the ark of the LoRD 
Gop before David my father, and becauſe thou haſt 
been atili-ted in all wherein my father was afflicted. 

So Solomon thruſt out Abiathar from being prieſt 
unto the LorD; that he might fulfil the word of the 


Lorn, which he {pake c Concerning the houſe of Eli in 
Shiloh, + hen 


Then tidings came to Joab, (for Joab had turned 
after Adonijah, though he turned not after Abſalom) 


and Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the LoRD, and 


caught hold on the horns of the altar. 

And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled 
unto the tabernacle of the Lorp, and behold he is 
by the altar: then Solomon ſent Benaiah the fon of 
Jehoiada, faying, Go fall upon him. 

And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lond, 
and faid unto him, Thus faid the king, Come forth. 
And he ſaid, Nay, but I will die here. And Benaiah 
brought the king word again, ſaying, Thus faid Joab, 
and thus he anſwered me. 

And the king ſaid unto him, Do as he hath ſaid, 
and fall upon him, and bury him ; that thou mayeſt 
take away the innocent blood which Joab thed, from 
me, and from the houſe of my father. 

And the LoRD ſhall return his blood upon his own 
head, who fell upon two men more righteous and bet- 
ter than he, and flew them with the ſword, my father 
David not knowing thereof, to wit, Abner the fon of 
Ner, captain of the hoſt of ! ſrael, and Amaſa the fon 
of Jether, captain of the hoſt of Judah. 

Their blood ſhall therefore return upon the head of 
Joab, and upon the head of his ſeed for ever: but 
upon David, and upon his feed, and upon his houſe, 
and upon his throne thall there be Peace for ever from 
the LRD. 

80 Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada went up, and fell 


upon him, and flew him; and he was buried in lus 


own houſe in tic wilderneſs, And 
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And the king put Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada in his 
room over the hoſt; and Zadok the prieſt did the king 
put in the room of Abiathar. 

And the king ſent and called for Shimei, and faid 
unto him, Build thee an houſe in Jeruſalem, and 
dwell there, and go not forth thence any vw hither. 

For it ſhall be, that on the day thou goeſt out, and 
paſſeſt over the brook Kidron, thou ſhalt know for cer- 
tain, that thou thalt ſurely die: thy blood ſhall be upon 
thine own head, 

And Shimei ſaid unto the king, The ſaying is good: 
as my lord the king hath ſaid, ſo will thy ſervant do. 
And Shimei dwelt in Jeruſalem many days. 

And it came to paſs at the end of three years, that 
two of the ſervants of Shimei ran away unto Achiſh 
the ſon of Maachah king of Gath : and they told Shi- 
mei, ſaying, Behold thy ſervants be in Gath. 

And Shimei aroſe and fſad!led his aſs, and went to 
Gath to Achiſh to ſeek !:i> lervants : and Shimei went 
and brought his fer s from Garth, 

And it was d Solomon that Shimci had gone 
from Jeruſa to Gath, and was come again, 

And the ing ſent and called for Shimei, and ſaid 
unto hin, did I not make thee to ſwear by the LoRD 
and proteſted unto thee, ſaying, Know for a certain, 
that on the day thou goeſt out, and walkeſt abroad 
any whither, that thou ſhalt ſurely die? and thou ſaidſt 
unto me, The word that I have heard, is good. 

Why then haſt thou not kept the oaih of the Lok p, 
and the commandment that I have charged thee with? 


The 
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The king ſaid moreover to Shimei, Thou knoweſt all 
the wickedneſs which thine heart is privy to, that thou 
didſt to David my father: therefore the Lond ſhall 


return thy wickedneſs upon thine own head; And 


king Solomon ſhall be bleſſed, and the throne of Da- 
vid ſhall be eſtabliſhed before the Lok for ever, 

So the king commanded Benaiah the fon of Jehoi- 
ada, which went out and fell upon him, that he died: 
and the kingdom was cſtablithed in the hand of Solo- 
mon. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS; 


No ſouner was Solomon ſeated on the throne, than Adoni- 


jali began to renew his ſcheme of diſpoſſeſing him; and with 


this view he deſired to have Abiſhag, who had formerly been 
one of David's wives. Solomon promiſed him, when he fled 
to the altar on a former occaſion, “* that if he would fheww 
himſelf a worthy man, he ſhould remain in fafety: but that, if 
there was any way of wickedneſs in him, he ſhould ſurely die:“ 
therefore Solomon was fully juſtified in cauſing him to be 
put to death, fince tbe velfare of the publick required it; and 
it was Solomon's duty to put the law of Gop exa@ly in cxe- 
cution againſt all offenders, without having reſpect to affinity 
of blood; becauſe he fat in the throne of the LORD JEHO- 
VAH oder Ifracl, and was not at liberty to conſult his own 
inclinations in reſpect to the puniſhment of thoſe who wiſhed 
to diſpoſſeſs the LoRD's wwcegerent. 

As for Joab, he ſoon gave proofs of his n and 
furniſhed Solomon with a fair pretence for condemning him 
to death for treaſonable practices; but it ſeems, that he had 
before reſolved to puniſh him for the murders of Abner and 
Amaſa. Whoever recollects the cruel circumſtances with 

VOI. III. 1 | | which 
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which Jcab perpetrated thoſe crimes, muſt own, that it 
would have been a great encouragement to wickedneſs, if the 
gray hairs of ſuch a notorious ſinner had been ſuffered 70 g5 
dogun to the grave in peace. 

Abiathar, as high prieſt, ſhould have devoted himſelf en- 
tirely to the ſervice of God, inſtead of co-operating with 
thoſe who were endeavouring to ſupercede the king, who was 
appointed by the LoRD, therefore he was unworthy to fill that 
holy office; but, in reverence to the LoxbD, Solomon forbore to 
put him to death. Abiathar was the laſt prieſt of the houſe 
of Eli. Zadok was a deſcendant of Eleazar. We muſt not 
- Juppoſe that there were b high-prieſts in the time of David, 
contrary to the original inſtitution, though Zadok and Abi- 
athar are ſometimes mentioned, together; but probably on 
account of the Ark being in one place, and the brazen altar 
tor burnt-ſacrifices at another, the high-prieſt had an aſſiſ- 
tant. Abiathar ſeems to have had the pre-eminence till the 
latter end of David's reign, when he was rejected for oppoſ- 
ing Gop's will in reſpect to Solomon's ſucceſſion to the 
crown; and Zadok was anointed, but did not take the office 
upon him, till Solomon diveſted Abiathar of it. 

By the reverence which Solomon ſhewed to his mother, we 
may conclude, that he would have complied with her requeſt, 
if it had been lawful for him to do fo: but Bath-ſheba had 
never conſidered the conſequences of it; and therefore, we 
may conclude, readily ablolved him from his promiſe, when 
the was taught to ſee Adonijah's petition in a proper 
light, | | | 
Achiſh, the king of Gath, had been ſo great a friend to Da- 
vid, that though David had conquered the Philiſtines, he 
ſuffered him ſtill to retain the title of a king, and only made 
him tributary; ſo that there was. a friendly correſpondence 
between his city and Jeruſalem, by which means Shime1 
might caiily hear that his ſeryants were there; but ſhould 


have ſent another to ſcek them; for he certainly drew his 


puniſhment 
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puniſhment upon his own head, becauſe he was warned of the 
conſequences of preſuming to go out of Jeruſalem, and gave 
reaſon for ſuſpicions of his having ſeditious purpoſes in view. 

What is ſuppoſed to be the true interpretation of David's 
dying injunction reſpecting Shimei, has been already ex- 
plained; and we find that Solomon, who was the eri/eft o 
men, put the ſame conſtruction on his father's words. His 
treatment of Shimei furniſhes us with a ſufficient anſwer to 
thoſe who cenſure David on this head“. 


*' have hitherto avoided the diſcuſſion of Bathſheba's character, for 
the ſame reaſons which deterred me from entering into every particular 
of David's conduct in reſpect to Uriah; but it may be neceflary to ob- 
ferve, that it appears from Solomon's reſpectful treatment of her, and 
from ſome expreſſions in the Proverbs, that ſhe was in her general be- 
haviour an amiable woman; not that this juſtifies her crime. She cer- 
tainly was a partaker in David's fin ; and, we may conclude, a partner 
alſo in his ſorrow, remorſe, and chaſtiſement. 

It is a needleſs queſtion to enquire, why David was not commanded 
o put her away, fince we have in the New Teſtament clear and expreſs 
laws in reſpe& to adulterers; and therefore have no occaf.2n to refer to 
David's hiſtory in this particular: if we do, it ſhould be with a view to 
obſerve the unhaopy conſequences of his deviations from the marriage 
law, inſtituted at the creation. The cuſtom of the age authoriſed in ſome 
degree a plurality of wives; but whoever conſiders the tenderneſs of Da- 
vid's diſpoſition, and his particular fondneſs for his ſous, may conceive 
that he would have enjoyed more dome{ick happineſs had they been all 
the children of one mother, 
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90LOMON's SACRIFICES AT GIBEON—H1s DREAM, 


ND Solomon the ſon of David was ſtrengthened 
in his kingdom, and the Lok D his Gop was 

with him, and magnified him exceedingly. 
I 2 And 
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And Solomon loved the Lok p, walking in the ſta- 
tutes of David his father: only he ſacrificed and burnt 
incenſe in high places. 

'T hen Solomon ſpake unto all Iſrael, to the captains 
of thouſands and of hundreds, and to the judges, and 
to every governor in all Iſrael, the chief of the fathers. 

So Solomon and all the congregation with him went 
to the high place that was at Gibeon: for there was 
the tabernacle of the congregation of Gop, which 
Moſes the ſervant of the LoRD had made in the wil- 
derneſs. | | | 

Put the ark of Gop had David brought up from 
Kinath-jearim to the place which David had prepared 
for it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jeruſalem. 

Moreover, the brazen altar that Bezaleel the ſon of 
Uri, the fon of Hur had made, he put before the ta- 
bernacle of the LoR D: and Solomon and the congre- 
gation ſought unto it. 

In Gibeon the Lokp appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night: and Gop ſaid, Aſk what I ſhall give 
thee. | 

And Solomon faid, Thou hait ſnewed unto thy 
ſervant David my father great mercy, according as he 
walked before thee in truth and in righteouſneſs, and 


in uprightneſs of heart with thee, and thou haſt kept : 
for him this great Kindneſs, that thou haſt given him 3 
a ſon to fit on his throne, as it is this day. = 
And now, O Lorp my Gop, thou haſt made thy 
ſervant king inſtead of David my father: and I am 
but 
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but as a little child: I know not how to go out or 
come in. 

And thy ſervant is in the midſt of thy people which 
thou haſt choſen, a great people, that cannot be num- 
bered nor counted for multitude. 

Give therefore thy ſervant an underſtanding heart, 
to judge thy people, that I may diſcern between good 
and bad: for who is able to judge this thy fo great a 

people? And the ſpeech pleaſed the 10RD, that Solo- 
mon had aſged this thing. 

And GoD faid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt aſked 
this thing, and haſt not aſked for thyſelf long life, nei- 
ther haſt aſked riches for thyſelf, nor haſt aſxed the life 
of thine enemies, but haſt aſked for thyſelf underſtand- 
ing to diſcern judgment: Behold I have done accord. 
ing to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wife and an 
underitanding heart, ſo that there was none like the? 
before thee, neither after thee ſhall any ariſe like unto 
thee. 

And I have alſo given thee that which thou hat not 
aſked, both riches and honour: fo that there cannot 
be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to Keep my 
ſtatutes and my commandments, as thy father Da- 
vid did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream: 
and he came to Jeruſalem, and ſtood before the ark 
of the covenant of the Loꝶxp, and offered up a thou- 
ſand burnt offerings, and offered peace-offerings, 


and made a feaſt to all his ſervants, 5 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Notwithſtanding David had taken ſuch extraordinary pains 
to eſtabliſh the public worſhip of God at IERUSALEM, it ſtill 
remained irregular in ſome inſtances; particularly in reſpect to 
facrificing en HIGH PLaces, which cuſtom was practiſed by 
Abratam and the reſt of the patriarchs through neceſſity, as 
the wandering lives they led would not admit of a ſettled place. 
Therefore, every high bill and every grove, where theſe 
faithful ſervants aſſembled their families, in order to perform 
their devotions to ALmMiIGnyuTY Gon, was ſanctified by n1s 
acceptance of their offerings, and became, in the general ſenſe 
oi the word, the Housxz of Gob to them. As ſoon as the Ag « 
was depoſited in the TABERNACLE, and holy ordinances were 
appointed by the Lo RD, it became unlawful for the Iſraelites 
to offer burnt-ſacrifices at any other place but the BRAZ Tx 


ALTAR ; and that the people might have an opportunity of 


reſorting to it on proper occaſions, the Tabernacle, with the 


Ark, and all the appurtenances of holy worſhip, were carried 


about and ſet up, wherever the children of Iſrael reſted during 
their journey ings towards the land of Canaan, till at length it 
vas fixed at SHILOH. 

We kave read, how greatly this ſinful people corrupted the 
worihip of GoD, by mixing with idolatrous nations; and know, 
that when the goodneſs of Gop recalled them to a ſenſe of their 
duty by chaſtiſements, they ſoon drew his anger upon them 
again by freſh provocations, ſo that the Divine PRESENCE 
did not conſtantly abide with them; for the ARK was neg- 
lected, and few thoucht, or deſired to have recourſe to it; but, 
inſtead of that, many who profeſſed to adore the zrve Gop, 
worſhipped him according to the cuſtoms and rites which other 
nations practifed toward idols. 

The Iſraelites had preſerved the . with the identi- 


cal brazen altar, &c, made according to the directions of Moſes, 


by 
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by Bezaleel, and fixed it at Gibeon, where the ſons of Eli had 
brought it into difrepute, by their abominable profanations; 
and made the people ſuppoſe, that their ſacrifices might be 
more efficacious, if offered on altars erected where their fore- 
fathers had ſacrifced. Numbers however {tilt reſorted to the 


ſacred Altar; but the ſervice was incomplete, as the Ark was 


ſeparated from it; and even the prophet Samuel, in compli. 
ance wirh che cuſtom of the times, offered ſaciihces on BiGny 


PLACES, 


It has been related, with what ſolemnity David conducted 
the 4r+to Jeruſalem; and there is no doubt but that it was lus 
intention to remove the Tahornncle alfo, hal he been permit- 
ted to execute his purpoſe of building a Temple; but as he was 
commanded to conſign that work to his ton, he contented him- 
ſelf with giving directions concerning every patticular to Solo- 
mon, who continued to follow the uſual mode of worſhip, till 
ſuch time as the Houſe of the Lon p ſhould be built, We find how- 
ever, that he went to GiB E ox, in order to add all poſlible ſo- 
lemnity to his 6REAT ſacrifice, It is ſuppoſed, from the num- 
ber of oxen, &c. which Solomon is {aid to have offered at Grt- 
beon, that he extended the feſtival; and inſtead of keeping it 
ſeven days, as the law required, continued ſacrificing every 
day, till he had offered the number of victims related, 

It is very probable, that during this ſolemnity Solomon 
made thoſe excellent reflections which he has leſt for the in- 
ſtruction of mankind in the Book of WisDow; they are ail 
well worth our ſerious conſideration; ſome of them throw light 
on this particular part of his hiſtory. 


KING SoLouox's MEDITATIONS AND PRA TER“. 


Wiſdom reacheth from one end to another mightily and ſweetly 
doth ſbe order all things, | 
* Wiſdom of Solomon, chap. vin. &e. 
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In that fhe is converſant with Gor, ſhe magnifieth her n45;. 
lity: yea, the LoRD of all things himſelf lowed ber. 

For ſbe is privy 19 the myſteries of the knowledge of Gop, 
aud a lower of his <vorks. 

If riches be à poſſi fron to be deſired in this Iife + at is riche 
wan wiſdom that worketh all things ? 

And if prud-nce work, who of all that arc, is a more cun- 

ing workman than ſhe ? 

And if a man haue righteouſneſs, ber labaurs are virtues? 
for ſte teacheth temperance and prudence, juſtice and fertilude, 
wich are ſuch things as men can have nuthing more projitable 
in their lie. 

If a man difrre much experience, fbe know:1) things F old, 
end conjecturetb aright whnt is to come? ſhe knotweth the fub- 
tilties of ſpeeches, and can expmund dark ſentences: fhe foreſeeth 
frigns and wonders, and the events of feaſens and times, 

Therefore I purpnſe to take her to live with me, knowing that 
he will be a counſellor of good things, and à cgmfort iu cares 
and grief. 

For her fake I. hall have eftimation among the multitude and 
bonour with the elders, though I be young. 

FT fball be found of a quick conceit in judgment, Fay Hall be 
admired in the fight of great men. 

When I held my tongue they ſhall b:de my leiſure; and when 
F ſpeak they ſhall give good car unto me; if I talk much, they 


hall lay their hands upon their mouth, 


Moreover, by the means of her, T ſhall obtain immortality, 
end l-ave behind me an ewvet an memarial to them that come 
aſter me, 

I fhall fet the people in order, and the nations hall be ſub- 
jet unto me. - 

HFerrible tyrants ſhall be of "at: F ks” they do but hear of ue, 
I fhail be found grad among the multitude, and valiant in 
cr. 


Aſter 


. r 
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Afier I am come into mine houſe, I will reps/e myſelf with 
ber: for her converſation hath no bitterneſs; and to live awith her, 
path „9 ſorrow, but mintb and joy. 

Now when I confidered theſe things in myſelf, and pondered 
them in mine heart, how that to be allied unto wiſdom, is immor- 
tality. 

And great pleaſure it is to have her fricuuſbip; aud in the 
do of her hands are myjinte riches, and in the exerciſe of con- 
ference with her, prudence; andin talking with her a good re- 


torts T dent about ſecking bodo to tale her io me, 


* 


Newertheleſs, when I pe reeived that I could not otherwiſe 0h - 


tain her, except GoD gave ber me, {and that it was a point 
of wiſdom alſo to know whoſe pijt {be was) I RP d unto the 
Lonp, and beſought him, and with my whole heart I fad; 

Q Gop of my fathers, and LORD of mercy, Tho haſt mate 
all things with thy word, | | 

And ordained man through thy wiſdom, that be ſhould have 
dominion over the ereatures which thou haſt made, 

And order ihe world according 19 0 and rightco? /ſnefs, and 
EXCCUTE Judgy; zent ⁊olih an upright he: t, 

Grve me wiſdom that ſitteth by bh throac, and rojett me not 
from among thy children: 

For I thy ſervant, and fon of thine bandmaid ,am a jeevle 
perſon, and of a ſhort time, and 129 youns wy "the underſtanding 
of judgment and laWs. 

For thyugh a man h never fo. perjedt among the © e of 
men; yet if thy wiſdom be net with lim, he {hall be uc thi 10 Te 
£ar. d. 

Thau hat choſen mo 19-00 a king of ihy pen le, a a judge? of 
Uh * . T5 and daughte FF. 

7 haft eemmanded me 19 bu Id a temple upon oy ws. maunt, 
ard an altar in the-city avhorein thou dw ll ft, a je nbiance of. 


the holy tabernacle wvhich thou haſt {retard from 10. begluniug: 
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And wiſiom was with thees which knoweth thy works, and 
was preſent when thou madeſt the world, and knew what Was 


acceptable in thy fight, and right in thy commandments, 


O ſend her out of thy holy heavens, and from the throne of thy | 


glory, that being preſent ſhe may labour with me, that I may 
know what is pleaſing unto thee. | 

For fhe knoweth and underſtandeth all things, and fhe Hall 
lead me ſoberly in my doings, and prefſorve me in her power, 

So ſhall my works be acceptable, and then ſhall I judge thy 
People rightcouſly, and be worthy to fit in my father's ſeat. 

For what man is he that can know the counſel of GOD? or wwh9 
can think what the will of the LORD is? 

For the thoughts of mortal men are miſeraòle, and our devices 
are but uncertain. 

For the corruptible body prefſeth down the ſoul, and the cartily 
tabernacle weighnetit do dun the mind tiat miuſeth upon many 
things. 

And hardly do xe gueſs aright at things that are upon earth, 
and with labour do awe find the things that are before us; but 
the things that are in keavin, wie hath ſearched out? 

And tity counſel vo ut known? except thou give wiſdom, 
and ſend ui holy Spirit fram a5ove. 

For fo the ways of them which lived on tne carta were re- 
formed; and men were taught tie things that are pleaſing unto 
tet, and were ſaved tiromgh wiſdom. 


This we may reaſonably conjecture was Solomon's prayer 
when he retired to reſt at Gibeon; and as it was pertectly 
conſiſtent with the Divine will, it pleaſed the Lorp zo keep rhe 
faculties of his UNDERSTANDING awake by a miraculous 
power, after his sENSES were in reſpect to werldly affairs 
locked up in ſleep; by which means Solomon retained the 
IDFAsS that had before occupied his mind, and continued his 
devotions in the manner related in the ſcripture part of this 
tection, (which is exactly to the ſame eftet) on which it 

pleaſed 
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pleaſed the ALvicnuTyY to appear to him. When Solomon 
awaked, he was ſatisfied in reſpect to the reality of this viſion, 
which muſt have been very different from a common dream; 
nor could he poſſibly miſtake, for, withont doubt, thoſe ap- 
pearances by which Gop manifeſted his Drvixs PResENCE, 
were very different from any thing that the creation furniſhes 
to our view, or the moſt lively imagination can conceive. 
We read indeed of Gop's appearing in fre in a cloud, in the 
human form, &c. but the Deity was always diſplayed by 
ſome circumſtance winch ſerved to diſtinguiſh the CREATOR 
from the creature, 

Solomon was farther convinced by the enlargement of his 
capacity, that the Lo RD had granted the deſire of his heart; 
tor he was not only endued with abilities to diſcharge the du- 
ties of his exalted ſtation, but to acquire aſtoniſhing knowledge 
of the whole circle of human arts and ſciences *; and as a far- 
ther reward for his proper requeſt, and encouragement to 
keep in the path of Wis pon, the Lo RD vouchiſafed to renew 
the coverant he had formerly made in ins name with Davin, 

The W1spom for which Solomon prayed, was a patver 79 
diſcern betabcen good and bad, that he might be enabled to act 
on all occaſions, ccuformably to the rules of picty and juſtice; 
this wiſdom he received by the immediate infpiration of Gop 
but even the humbleſt chriſtian may now attain it by the ſtudy 
of the ScrR1PTURES; for Solomon, and other inſpired men, 
were taught the 20i/1 of the LoD, not merely for their own 
ſakes, but that they might teach it to all who are defirous of 
knowing it. That we may judge of the value of WisDo, 
it will be proper, before we proceed in the hiſtory, to con- 
ſider in what it principally conſiſted, and how lughty it was 
prized by Solomon. 


See Wiſdom of Solomon, chan. vii. 
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RING SoLOMON's INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING rr 
VALUE OF TRUE WIS Doux. 


Fear ye children tho inflrafions of a father, and attend 19 
tuo underflanding. For I give 394 good dine, 'forſake you 
not my law. | 

I was my father's ſon, tender and only belyved in the fight cf 
»y mother; he taught me alſo, and ſaid unto me, let thy heart re- 
tain my words, keep my commandments and live. 

Get wiſdom, get underflanding: forſake her not, and ſhe ſhall 
prejerve thee; love her, and ſhe ſball keep thee + fhe fha!l give t3 
thine head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory fhatl ſhe del:- 
der to thee, | | 

Wiſdom is better than rubies ; and all the things that can be de- 
fired, are not to be compared t9 it. 

Be nos wiſe in thine on eyes. fear the LORD, and depart 
from evil. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of xvijdcm; 
and the knowledge of the HoLY tis und-rflanding. The fear of 
e LORD 2s to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy,. 

Truft in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not to thine 

ton uuderſtandlinge in all thy aways acknowledge bim; and he 
Hall direct thy paths. Put away from thee a froward mouth ; 
and pereerſe lips put far from thee ; that thou mayeſt wal inthe 

Way 5f good men, and keep the path of the righteous. 

Toe xvay of the wicked is as darkneſs, they know not at what 
bey fumble; but the path of the juſt, is as the ſhining light, 
which ſbineth more and more unte the perfet day. 

The curſe of the LORD i in the houſe of the wicked ; * but be 
Meth the batitation' of the juft : ſurely be ſeorneth the feorne 
vu givelh grace unto the loxbly. | 

Keep found xviſdom and diſcretion, fo fball they be life unto thy. 
foul: then ſbali thou walk in thy away ſafely, and thy foot ſhall not 
fumble, 


* 
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tumble. When thou lieft dagen thou ſhalt not be afraid; yea, thou 
Halt lie dodun and thy fleep ſhall be feveet? for the LorRD ſhall 
be thy confidence. 

Happy is the man that findeth Wisp OM, and the man that get- 
teth ON Y RS TAN DING. Length of days are in her right hand; 
and in ber left hand, m hes and honour. Her ways ire ways of 
pleajanineſs; and ail har paths are peace. She 1s a tree of life 
t9 them that lay hold Son her; and bay is every one that re- 
tameth ber, 

What we have juſt read, is a ſmall portion of the Book of 
Proverbs,. winch conſiſts of a collection of wife maxims, writ- 
ten by King Solomon: the whole deſerves the moſt attentive 
and diligent peruſal : but it will be ſufficient to point out at 
preſent, that by Wispou and UNDERSTANDING, Solomon 
evidently meant Rr11G610Uus Wispou; that is to ſay, a 
knowledge of the will of Gop, and of the various duties he 
requires us to perform. By the FraR * sf the Lok, which 
is ſaid to be the beginning of this Wispon, we are to unde; 
ſtand, à juſt and proper notion and conception of Go, 
founded on reverence, admiration, honour and love of 
Gon; which will incline us to ſeek his protection and favour, 
and induce us to put our whole truſt and confidence in his in- 
finite mercy and goodneſs. This TRUST in Gov will natu- 
rally be productive of peace and tranquility of mind, and 
will certainly obtain the bleſſing of Gop, which will render 
the practice of REticious Doris pleaſant and delightful 
to us; and lead us at length, to the attainment of EVERLAST= 
ING happineſs: ſo that Solomon might truly ſay, “ RRELI- 
GION is a TREE OH LIFE 29 all that lay hold uon her, and 
happy is every one g retaineth ber!“ 

Such is the value of true wiſdom ; let us therefore earneſtly 
endeavour to learn its precepts: they are fcattzred through 
the FaCre« | writings, like ſtars in the firmament; each ſepa- 


* Biſhop Sherlock's Sermons, 
rately 
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rately viewed, affords only a gentle glimmering light; but if 
we can collect their rays, they will enlighten our minds, ſo 
that we cannot miſtake the path that leads to the regions 
of bliſs. May that ALqICHTY BeinG, who is the fountain 
of all wis pon, aſliſt us in the important purſuit! 


FEET 
RING SOLOMON'S WISE JUDGMENT. 


HEN came two women unto the king, and 
ſtood before him. 

And one woman ſaid, O my lord, this woman and 
I dwell in one houſe: and we were together, and 
there was no ſtranger with us in the houſe. 

And this woman's child dicd in the night ; becauſe 
ſhe overlaid it. 

And ſhe aroſe at midnight, and took my ſon from 

| beſide me, while thine handmaid Rept, and laid it in 
her boſom, and laid her dead child in my boſom, 

And when I roſe in the morning to give my child 
ſuck, behold it was dead : but when I had conſidered 
it in the morning, behold, it was not my ſon, which | 
I did bear. 

And the other womàn ſaid, Nay; but the living is 
my ſon, and the dead is thy ſon: and this faid, No; 
but the dead is thy ſon, and the living is my ſon. 
Thus they ſpake hefore the king. 

Then faid the king, The one ſaith, This is my ſon 
that liveth, and thy ſon is the dead: and the other 
faith, Nay; but thy ſon is the dead, and my fon 1s 7 
the living, And F 
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And the king ſaid, Bring me a ſword, And they 
brought a ſword before the king, 

And the king ſaid, Divide the living child in two, 
and give half to the one, and half to the other, 

Then ſpake the woman whoſe the living child was, 
unto the king, (for her bowels vearned upon her ſon) 
and ſhe ſaid, O my lord, give her the living child, 
and in no wiſe ſlay it: but the other ſaid, Let it be 

either mine nor thine, but divide it, 

Then the king anſwered and faid, Give her the 
living child, and in no wiſe ſlay it: the is the mother 
thereof. | 

And all Ifrael heard of the judgment which the 
king had judged, and they teared the king : for they 
faw that the wiſdom of GoD was in him to do judg- 
meat, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


The diſpute between the two women was of ſuch an intri- 
cate nature, as to require uncommon penetration to unravel 
it; for each aſſerted her right to the living child with equal 
carneſtneſs, and there were no witneſſes to ſtrengthen the 
claim of either party : Solomon, however, thought of an ex- 
pedient which effectually diſcovered the real parent. That 
careleſs wretch, who had overlaid her own child, and, to co- 
ver her guilt, had ſtolen her neighbour's, readily conſented to 
the propoſal of dividing the infant; but parental love abhor- 
reth the ſhocking idea; and the tender mother, ſolicitous at 
all events, to preſerve the life of her little darling, ſubmitted, 
though not without tlie ſevereſt pangs, to reſign it to her ad- 
verſary. From what a weight of woe was her afflicted mind 

relieved, 
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relicved, when ſhe heard the king's gracious commands to 
deliver the child to her; which ſhe doubtleſs preſſed to her 
boſom with raptures of delight, whilit her grateful tongue im- 
plored bleſſings on Solomon! 

The young king gained great reputation by this wiſe deci. 
ſion, which procured him the reverence of his ſubjeCts, who 
were afraid of doing an unjuſt thing, when they ſaw that . 
aviſdom with which GOD had promiſed to endue him, was i; 
bim; and on this account they both loved and f2arcd him. 


J 


SoLOMON's Wisbon—His PRINCES— HIS DAIIL v 
PROvISIONS— THE LE XTENT. OF HIs KAING- 
Dou. 


ND Solomon was king over all Iſrael. And 

God gave Solomon wiidom and underſtanding, 

exceeding much, and largeneſs of heart, even as the 
ſand that is on the fea-thore, 

And Solomon's wiſdom excelled the wiſdom of all 
the children of the eaſt country, and all the wiſdom 
of Egypt. 

Fer he was wiſer than all men; than Ethan the 
Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the 
ſons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round 
about. | 1 

And he ſpake three thouſand proverbs: and his 
ſongs were a thouſand and five. £ 

And he ſpake of trees from the cedar-tree that is in 
Lebanon, even unto the hyſſop that ſpringeth out of 
the 
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the wall: he ſpake alſo of beaſts, and of fowl, and of 
creeping t ings, and of fiſhes, 

And there came of all people to hear the wiſdom of 
Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had 
heard of his wiſdom, 

And theſe were the princes which he had, Aza- 


riah the ſon of Zadok the prieſt, Elihoreph and Ahi- 


ah the ſons of Shiſha, ſcribes. Jehoſhaphat the ſon 
of Ahilad, the recorder. 

And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada was over the 
hoſt: and Zadok was high-prieſt. And Azariah the 
fon of Nathan was over the oficers : and Zabud the 
ſon of Nathan was principal officer, and the king's 
friend. 

And Ahiſha was over the houſehold: and Ado- 
niram the fon of Abda was over the tribute. 

And Solomon had wrelve officers over all Iſrael, 
which provided victuals for the king's houſehold, 
and for all that came to king Solomon's table; each 
man his month in a year. Parley and ſtraw alſo for 
the horſes and dromedaries, brought they unto the 
place where the officers were, each man according to 
his charge. | | 

And Solomon's proviſion for one day, was tiurty 

neaſures of fine flour, and threeſcore meaſures. of 
11 

Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the paſtures, 
and an hundred ſheep beſide harts and roe-bucks, tal- 


low-deer, and fatted fowl, 


Tucal 
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Judah and Iſrael were many, as the ſand which is 
by the ſea in multitude, cating and drinking, and 
making merry. 

And Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, every man under 
his vine, and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to 
Beer-ſheba, all the days of Solomon. 

And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms, from thc 
river unto the land of the Philiſtines, and unto the 
border of Egypt: they brought preſents, and ſerved 
Solomon all the days of his life. And he had peace 
on all ſides round about him. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The Egyptians and Chaldeans were, in the days of Sclo- | 


mon, renowned for wiſdom, and yet he excelled them all: 
for the LoD enabled him, without the uſual toil of ſtudy, 
to underſtand every branch of knowledge to which he ap- 
plied his mind. He had likewiſe an extraordinary power of 
judging in reſpect to matters of prudence and policy, which 
he diſplayed in the arrangement of domeſtic affairs, and the 
regulation of his kingdom. By having purveyors in every 
diviſion of it, 'who provided for the king's houſehold in re- 
_ gular rotation, induſtry was encouraged, and wealth dif- 
fuſed amongſt his ſubjects, becauſe all had their turn in re- 
ſpect to the ſale of their different commodities; and every 

man dwelt fafcly, for the king invaded no one's property. 
The number of kings, who were tributary to Solomon, 
added alſo to the riches and grandeur ot luis kingdom; none 
of them offered to give him diſturbance, but were happy in 
their dependance on ſuch a monarch, His native ſubjects 
rejoiced in the ample performance of the promiſes made to 
Abraham, 
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Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob; for they were multiplied to an 
aſtoniſhing degree, and put in poſſeilion of every means of 
happineſs this world could afford; ſo that they had no cauſe 


to be ſolicitous for any thing, but to ſecure the ng of the 
Lokp, which they had been repeatedly aſſured would re- 


ward their obedience, and this bleſting included the promiſe 
of EVERLASTING FELICITY. Happy were the prople wbo 


aber in ſuch a caſe ; yea, blefſ-d were the people who had the 
LoRD for their Gob! | 


9.6. . NI. 


IR AM Kind OF TVN E SENDETH TO CONGRA- 
TULATE. SOLOMON=—"T HEY MAKE AN ALLI- 
ANCE TOGETHER. 


ND Hiram king of Tyre ſent his ſervants unto 

Solomon; (for he had heard that they had 

anointed him king in the room or his father) for Hi- 
ram was ever a lover of David, 

And Solomon ſent to Hiram, feying, Behold I 
build an houſe for the name of the LorD. my Gop, 
to dedicate it to him, | 

Thou knoweſt how that David my father could not 
build an houſe unto the name of the Lozy his Gop, 
for the wars which were about him on every ſide, 
until the Lokp put them under the ſoles of his feet. 
ut now the Lox my God hath given me reſt on 


every ſide, ſo that there is neither adverſary, nor evil 


occurrent, 


And 


188 SOLOMONs LETTER. 


And behold, I propoſe to build an houſe unto the 
name of the LoRD my Gon, as the Lok p ſpake unte 
David my father, ſaying, Thy fon, whom I will {+ 
upon thy throne in thy room, he ſhall build an hon 
unto my name. And the houſe which I build is 
great: for great is our Gop above all gods. 

But who is able to build him an houſe, ſecing 
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain 
him? who am I then that I ſhould build him an 
houſe, fave only to burn ſacrifice before him ? Send 
me now therefore a man cunning to work in gold, 
and in ſilver, and in braſs, and in iron, and in pur- 
ple, and crimion, and blue, and that can {kill to 
grave wich the cunning men that are with me in Ju- 
dah and in Jeruſalem, whom David my father did 
provide. 

Send me allo cedar-trees, fir-trees, and algum-trees, 
out of Lebanon; for I know that thy ſervants can fill 
to cut timber in Lebanon: and behold my ſervants 
ſhall be with thy ſervants, even to prepare me timber 
in abundance: for the houſe which I am abont to 
build, ſhall be wonderfully great. 

And behold, I will give to thy ſervants, the hew- 
ers that cut timber, twenty thouſand meaſures of 

beaten wheat, and twenty thouſand meaſures of bar- 
| ley, and twenty thouſand bachs of wine, and twenty 
thouſand baths of oil, 
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As thou didlt deal with David my father, and didſt 
ſend him cedars to build him an houſe to dwell there- 
in, even ſo deal with me. | 

And it came to paſs when Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, that he rcoiced greatly, and he anſwered 
in writing, ſaying, Becauſe the Loren hath loved his 
people, he hath made ee king over them. 

Bleſſed be the Lokxd Gon of Ifracl that made hea- 
ven and earth, who hath given to David the king 
a wiſe fon, endued with prudence and underſtand- 
ing, that he might build an houſe for the Loxn, and 
an houſe or his kingdom. 

I have conſidered the things that thou ſenteſt to 
me for: and 1 will do all thy deſire concerning tim- 
ber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. 

And now I have ſent Huram a cunning man, endued 
with underſtanding, of Hiram my father's; the fon of 
a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a - 
man of Tyre; 1kilful to work in gold and in fiiver, in 
braſs, in iron, in tone, and in timber, in purple, in 
blue, and in fine linen, and in crimſon; alio to grave 
any manner of graving, and to find out every device 
which thall be put to him, with thy cunning men, and 
with the cunning men of my lord David thy father. 

Now therefore the wheat, and the barley, the oil, 
and the wine which my lord hath ſpoken of, let him 
ſend unto his ſervants: and we will cut wood out of 
Lebanon, as much as-thou ſhalt need: and we will 
bring it to thee in floats by ſea, to Joppa; and thou 
ſhalt carry it up to Jeruſalem. 

80 
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So Hiram gave Solomon cedar- trees, and fir- trees, 
according to all his deſire. 
And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thouſand mea- 


ſures of wheat for food to his houſehold, and twenty 


meaſures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram 
year by year. | | 

And they two made a league together. And king 
Solomon raifed a levy out of all Iſrael; and the levy 
was thirty thouſand men. 

And he ſent them to Lebanon, ten thouſand a month 
by courſes: a month they were in Lebanon, and two 
months at home: and Adoniram was over the levy. 

And Solomon numbered all the ſtrangers that were 
in the land of Iſrael, after the numbering wherewith 
David his father had numbered them; and they were 
found an hundred and fifty thouſand and three thou- 
ſand and ſix hundred, 

And he ſet threeſcore and ten thouſand of them to 


be bearers of burdens and fourſcore thouſand to be 


hewers in the mountain, and three thouſand and ſix 
hundred overſeers to ſet the people to work. 

And all the people that were left of the Amorites, 
 Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebuſites, which 
were not of the children of Iſrael, their children that 
were left after them in the land, whom the children of 


Ifrael alſo were not able utterly to deſtroy, upon thoſe 


did Solomon levy a tribute of bond ſervice unto this 
day. | 


But of the children of Iſrael did Solomon make no 


bond-men: but they were men of war, and his ſer- 
| vants 
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vants, and his princes, and his captains, and rulers of 
his chariots, and his horſemen. 

And the king commanded, and they brought great 
ſtones, coſtly ſtones, and hewed ſtones, to lay the 
foundation of the houſe. 

And Solomon's builders, and Hiram's builders did 


| hew them, and the ſtone-ſquarers: ſo they prepared 


timber and ſtones to build the houſe. 

And Hiram king of Tyre furniſhed Solomon with 
gold according to his deſire. 

And king Solomon made a navy of ſhips in Ezion- 
geber, which is beſide Eloth, on the ſhore of the 
Red-ſea, in the land of Edom. 

And Hiram ſent in the navy his ſervants, ſhipmen 
that had knowledge of the ſea, with the ſervants of 
Solomon. 

And they came to Ophir, and fetched from therice 
gold four hundred and twenty talents, and brought it 
to king Solomon. | 

And the navy alſo of Hiram that brought gold from 
Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of algum- 
trees, and precious ſtones. 

And Solomon had linen yarn brought out of Egypt: 
the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a 
price. | 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It has been already mentioned, that Tyre and Sidon were 
famous trading cities; they lay near the ſea, in the border ot 
Iſrael. Their inhabitants had never been at enmity with II- 

= racl 
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rae!, excepting when they joined the general confederacy, 
and David was not commiſſioned to deſtroy them. It is ſaid 
of Hiram their king, (who is ſuppoſed to have been the ſon 
of that monarch who ſupplied David with materials for his 
city) that he was ever a lower of David; and we have reaſon 
to think that he was a worſhipper of the tre Gop, though 
he might not have had power to reform his ſubjects, 

Lebanon was a noble foreſt in the north of Canaan, in- 
cluded in the grant of that land to Iſrael, ſo that Solomon 
was a proprietor of all its. products; but his ſubjects, who 
had been moſtly trained to war in David's time, were now 
chiefly employed in cultivating and diſpenſing the plenty of 
their land, and therefore, not ſkilled like the Sidonians, in 
arts and manufactures; but they were able to ſpare corn and 
other valuable commodities, in return for the aſſiſtance they 
required from their neighbours, 

The alliance with Hiram was convenient to Solomon in 
another pariicular, of great conſequence to his work; which 
was, the ſkill of the Tyrians in maritime affairs, in which it 
ſeems the Iſraelites were deficient. No nation in thoſe days 
was ſo well acquainted with navigation as we are at this time; 
for the uſe of the loadſtone was as yet undiſcovered, and 
having no compaſſes, they could not venture tar out to ſea, 
but made only coaſting voyages, us they are called, 

Huram, the man who was ſent by Hiram, ſeems like Be- 
zuleel, to have been enducd with peculiar ingenuity, in or— 
der to qualify him for preparing the ornaments of the tem- 
ple; his aſſiſtance muſt have been eſteemed by Solomon a 
valuable acquiſition, | 
_ Thole among the Canaanites, who had embraced the true 
religion, were allowed to dwell with the Iſraelites, and there 
is no doubt but their lives were made comfortable to them; 
and by being employed in preparations for the temple, they 
were in ſome meaſure ſanckiſied; for though a laborious, it 
was an honourable buſineſs; and on this account the Iſracl- 

ites 
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ites thought it no diſgrace to hew timber, and cut marble 
and ſtone, to he wrought by the Tyrian maſons and carvers. 
Different workmen were employed in levelling mount Mo— 
riah, in order to prepare it for the foundation of the tem- 
ple. 

From the interchange of commodities between Solomon 
and Hiram, we may take occaſion to obſerve the great ad- 
vantages of COMMERCE. Gop has ſcattered his bounty 
among all lands; but every country produces ſomething pe- 
culiar to itſelf, and deſirable to others, which leads men to 
travel from place to place, in order to procure thoſe conve— 
mencies and delicacies, which are not to be found at home; 
and as they carry with them what others with to poſſeſs, they 
are joyfully received, and willingly ſupplied : by this means 
the earth might become one great family, receiving aſſiſtance 
from their brethren, and ſharing amongſt them the gifts of 
their HeavexLy FATHER. Thole nations who live ſe- 
cluded, are generally ſavage and ferocious; but commerce 
introduces the arts of civilization, and ſerves as a means of 
propagating true religion and humanity. 


S: EC . 
THE BUILDING OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. 


A ND it came to paſs in the four hundred and 
eightieth year after the children of Iſrael were 
come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon's reign over Iſrael, in the month Zif, which 
is the ſecond month, that he began to build the houſe 
of the LORD. 


Vor. III. LE In 
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In mount Moriah, where the Lon p appeared unto 
David his father, in the thrething-floor of Ornan the 
Jebuſite. 

David had given to Solomon his ſon the pattern 
of all that he had received by the Spirit, alſo gold and 
lilver by weight, for all inſtruments of every kind oi 
ſervice. | 

And the houſe when it was in building, was bull 
of ſtone, made ready before it was brought thither: 
ſo that there was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any 
tool of iron heard 1 in the houſe, while it was in build- 
ing. 

And the word of the Lok p came to Solomon, ſay- 
ing, Concerning this houſe which thou art in build- 
ing, if thou wilt walk in my ſtatutes, and execute 
my judgments, and keep all my commandments to 
walk in them: then will I perform my word with. 
thee, which J ſpake unto David thy father. 

And I will dwell among the children of Iſrael, and 
will not forſake my people Iſrael. 

And Solomon built the walls of the houſe within wit!! 
boards of cedar, both the floor of the houſe, and the 
walls of the ceiling: and he covered them on the in- 
fide with wood, and covered the floor of the houte 
with planks of fir. 


And the cedar of the houſe within was carved with 


knops, and open flowers: all was cedar, there was“ 
no ſtone ſeen; and he overlaid the houſe within with | 


pure gold, 


And 
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made chambers round about. 


BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 193 

And he garniſhed the houſe with precious ſtones 
for beauty and the gold was gold of Parvaim. 

And the oracle he prepared in the houſe within, to 
ſet there the ark of the covenant of the LoR D. 

And in the moſt holy houſe he made two cheru— 
bims of image work, and overlaid them with gold. 

The wings of theſe cherubims ſpread theniſelves 
forth twenty cubits: and they ſtood on their fest, 
and their faces were in ward. 

And he made a partition before the oracle witty 
chains of gold. 

And he made the vail of blue, and purple, and 
crimſon, and fine linen, and wrought. cicrulinis 
thereon. 

And he made allo ten candleſticks of pure gold, and 
ſet five on the right hand, and five 


ON the left, WW; TE 1 


their lamps before the oracle. 


And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of 
olive-tree. 

And againſt the wall of the houſe he built chambers 
round about, againſt the walls of the houſe round 
about, both of the temple, and of the oracle: and te 
And Solomon built a 
porch before the temple. I 

And he caſt two pillars of braſs, and two chapiters 
of molten braſs, to ſet upon the tops of the pillars; 


and nets of chequer work, and wreaths of chain work, 


ſeven for one chapiter, and ſeven for the other, 


with pomegranates: and the chapiters were of lily 
work. | 


And 
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And he ſet up the pillars in the porch of the tem- 
ple: and he ſet up the right pillar, and called the 
name thereof Jachin: and he ſet up the left pillar, and 
called the name thereof Boaz. 

Moreover he made an altar of braſs; alſo a molten 
ſea, and under it was the ſimilitude of oxen; it ſtood 
upon twelve, three looking towards the north, three 
towards the weſt, three towards the ſouth, and three 
towards the eaſt, 

He made allo ten lavers, and put five on the right 
hend, and five on the left, to waſh in them: ſuch 
things as they offered for the burnt-offering they 
waſhed in them; but the ſea was for the prieſts to 
waſh in. | | 

He made alſo ten tables, and placed them in the 
temple, five on the right ſide, and five on the left, 
And he made an hundred bafons of gold, and veſſels 
in great abundance. 

Furthermore he made the court of the prieſts, and 
the great court, and doors for the court overlaid with 
braſs. 

And he built the inner court round about with 


three rows of hewed ſtones, and a row of cedar 


beams. | 

And Solomon built the chambers round about, and 
the treaſures of the houſe of Gop, and of the dedi- 
cared things, namely, The meat-offerings, the frank- 
incenſe, and the veſſels, the tithes of the corn, the 
new win? and the oil, and the offerings of the prieſts. 


And 
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And Solomon made a brazen ſcaffold, and ſet it in 
the midſt of the court. 

In the fourth year was the foundation of the houte 
of the Loeb laid, in the month Zif. 

And the eleventh year, in the inonth Bul, (which 
is the eighth month) was the houſe finiſhed, through - 
out all the parts thereof, and according to all the fa- 
ſhion of it: ſo was he ſeven years in building it. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Ve have now read a deſcription of the magnifi-ent temple 
v. hich Solomon erected to the name of the Lony in Jeruſa- 
lem. 

The ſecond day of the month Zif, on which it was begun, 
anſwered to our 27th of April. Mount Moriah, where it 
was ſituated, was either a part of mount Sion, or « hill of leis 
compaſs near it, The front of the temple was turned to- 
wards the eaſt, 

It is not material to explain the exact dimenſions of its ſe- 
veral parts; we may judge, from this general account of 
it, that it was very capacious; but a few particulars require 
explanation. 5 

There was great reſemblance between the TABERNACLE 
which was made in the days of Moſes, and Solomon's Tem- 
PLE; only, as the former was deligned to be occaſionally re- 


moved, and the latter to be fixed, one was made ot more 


durable materials than the other: their uſe was the ſame, to 
ſerve as a repoſitory for the ARK of the TESTIMONY, Which 
might be conſidered as God's ear thly throne, on which he 

maniteſted his Divine PRESENCE. 
Inſtead of the curtains and boards which öinpered the dif- 
ferent apartments and courts of the tabernacle, the Temple 
4 5 Was 
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was built with the moſt coſtly ſtones and timber that could be 
procured, and ornamented with gold, ſilver, and jewels, 
purchaſed with the natural produce of that land which the 
LoRD had ſanctified; and with theſe commodities were tlie 
toreign artificers alſo paid. 

What is called the Hovust or TewmPLry, anſwered to the 
Holy Plc, or SANCTUARY in tlie tabernacle. Thc 
ORACLE built for the reception of the Ark, was a ſquare 
room within the CET The Vain ferved to divide the 
Holy PLACE from the Mosr Hor, pn there was a door 
beſides. Tlie PORCH which ſtood before the tem: bie, added 
grandeur to the building; and it is ſuppoſed that there u as a 
wall to ſeparate them, ſo that tlie PEM LE might Rand wholly: 
by itſelf, and alſo be {hut up occaſinnally, 

In reſpect to the number and uics of the CHAMBERS whicu 
were built azainſt the wall of the houſe, it is not poſitle to 
come to any certainty; but as there was a ſtair-caſe froin the 
temple, it is ſuppoſed that ſoine of the ſacred things were de- 
poſited there; and alſo that they ſerved for the accommoda- 
ion of the prieſts, to keep the utenſils of the TEA IRE, and 
the ſacred veſtments; and alſo for the prieſts to eat their por- 
tion of the ſacrifices in. Beſides the chambers adjoining 
to the temple, there were others in the courts for various. 
uſes. 

The two large pillars which Solomon erected, are fup 
poſed to have been infcribed with the words Jacht h 
2904az, from whence. they took their names. JACHIN, ſig- 
n:fed RE all eſtalliſuù. Boaz, Strength is in HIM ; intended 
to remind the king and people of their entire dependance on 
the LORD. | 

The PRIESTS” court was ſeparated from the court of the 
CONGREGATION, by a low wall, ſufficient to keep the peo- 
ple from obſtructing the buſineſs of the prieſts, but low 
enough for them to fee without, what was doing within. 

The 


* 
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The BRAZZEN Sta and. LAvERS were for the waſhings and 


purifications, which the law required to be performed; and 


there were a great number of veilels beſides; but it is not 
material to enlarge on their uſes, as our religion does not en- 
join us to offer ſacrifices, We ſhall, in the next ſection, read 
tor what purpoſe the BRAZEN SCAFFOLD was erected, 

As no ſteps were allowed to go up to the altar, which was 
placed in the midft of the court, it is ſuppoſed that there were 
ealy A5CENTS to it, both for the king and people; the en- 
trances to which were by GaTes, of theſe there were three on 
three ſides of the temple, eaſt, north, aud ſouth; and two on: 


4 


_ 


the welt, At one of the weſtern gates was the KING's aſcent, 
built in a very ſuperb and coſtiy manner; at the other weſtern 
gate was a way for the people in general: at the ſouth gate 
was the Hovuse or As5UuPPim, ſuppoſed to be the place 
where the prieſts and Levites aſſembled at times, about buſi- 
neſs relating to the temple. 

Solomon mult have had great pleaſure in erecting this no- 
ble edifice for ſuch holy purpoſes ; eſpecially as the LorD 
vouchfafed to aſſure him, that, on condition he would be 
mindful of the covenant made with David, Eis Divine PRE 
SEXCE would certainly dwell amongit his people, and neve: 
forſabe them. 


N SSA: 


THE DEDICATION oF SoLomoN's TEMPLE. 


HUS. all the work that Solomon made for the 

| houſe of the LoRD was finiſhed: and Solomon 
brought in all the things that David his father had de- 
dicated; and the filver and the gold, and all the in- 
K 4 ſtruments 
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ſtruments put he among the treaſures of the houſe of 


(30D. 

Then Solomon aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, and all 
the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the 
children of Ifracl unto Jeruſalem, to bring up the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD out of ihe city of David, 
which is Zion. | 

Wherefore all the men of Iſracl aſſembled them- 
ſelves unto the king in the feaſt, which was in tae ſe- 
venih month, 

And all the ciders of Iſrael came; and the Levites 
took up the ark. 

And they brought up the ark, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and all the holy veſſels that were in 
the tabernacle, theſe did the prieſts and the Levites 
bring up. 

Alſo king Solomon and all the congregation of Iſrael 
that were aſſembled unto him before the ark, ſacrificed 


ſheep and oxen which could not be told or numbered 


for multitude, | 
And the prieſts brought in the ark of the covenant of 

the Lord unto his place, to the oracle of the houſe, 

into the moſt holy place, even under the wings of the 

cherubims. 

For the cherubims foread forth their wings over the 


place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark 


and the ſtaves thereof above. 
And they drew out the ſtaves of the ark, that the 
ends of the ſtaves were ſeen from the ark before the 


oracle; 
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oracle; but they were not ſeen without. And there 


it is unto this day. 

There was nothing in the ark fave the two tables 
which Moſes put therein at Horeb, when the Lozn 
made a covenant with the children of Iſrael, when they 


came out of Egypt. 
And all the prieſts that were preſent were ſanRiſied, 


and did not then wait by courſe: Alſo the Levites 


which were the fingers, all of them of Aſaph, of He- 
man, of Jeduthun, with their ſons and their brethren, 
being arrayed in white linen, having cyuchels and 
plalteries'and harps, ſtood at the eaſt end of the altar, 
and with them an hundred and twenty prieſts ſounding 
with trumpets: 

It came even to paſs, when the prieſts that were 
come out of the Holy Place, and as the trumpeters 
and fingers were as one, to make one ſound to be 
heard in praiſing and thanking the Lokp; and hen 
they lift up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals, 
and inſtruments of muſic, and praiſed the Loy fay- 
ing, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: 


that then the houſe was filled with a cloud, even the 


houſe of the Loxp; 
So that the prieſts could not fand to miner by rea- 


ſon of the cloud: for the glory of the Loxp had 
filled tne houſe of Gop. N 


' ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS., 


David conducted the ARK to JERUSALEM with every teſti. 


mony of reſpect that it was in his power to fh; bat the mag- 


| n:fcence 
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niſicence of the preſent ſolemnity, far exceeded that of the for- 
mer. David bad himfel: provided for tins, by appointing the 
timber and oflices ot the attendants on the temple ſervice, 
When David aſſembled the princes, &c. a little before his. 
death“, the Levites amounted to 38,000, . 24,000 were to for- 
ward the work of the HovsE He LORD; 6,000 were officers 
and judges; 4, oo were the guards of the TEMPLE; and 4,00 
were to praiſe. the Lord with muſical inſtraments; and as 
more would be wanted after the Temple was built, inſtead of 
waiting till they were thirty years old, they were, for the fu- 
ture, to enter on their employments at twenty. David di- 
rected that the prieſts and Levites ſhould be divided into 


twenty-four courſes by lot; each courſc to give a weekly atten- 


dance at the Temple in their turns. The men who were ſkil- 
ful in ſinging, amounted at that time to 283: twelve of thel: 
were to ſtand with cymbals, and pſalterles, and harps on com 
mon days, every morning and evening to praile the LORD, 
2nd to be joined by at leaſt 166 citheir brethren, who played 
upon various muſical inſtruments. | 

On the ercut feſtivals all the ſingers attended, to ſing and 
play ſucceiively, and atleaſt 4,coo muſicians... We find, that 
the whole body of prieſts and Levites were aſſembled at the de- 
dicatiot of the Temple. 

What a grand and folemn ſervice mult this have been! eſ- 
pecialty with the addition of David's pſalms, which were given, 
co the cLict muſician, to be {ot to muſick i? ſung in order to 
eo mmemorate the ſignal mercies of Gob to David and his peo- 
ple; and alſo to preſerve the prophecies co ontained in them, 
wich were inſpired by the Holy Srikir. Singing th di- 
ne hymns made a very agrezable part of publick worſhip, 
enilery20 at once to publiſh David's gratitude, and to excite 


So 


the lame ſentiments in the minds of the people. Many of them 


FY 


e {0 p. rticularly applicable to this occation, that they aſliſt the 


* 


* 1 Chron, XxIi. 24, 2 


Th Ja, zinati 


t] 


THANKSGIVING PSALMS. 203 
imagination, in forming an idea of the ſolemnity, and of reve- 
rence, and holy tranſports, which ruſt have filled the hearts 
of thole who aſſiſted at it. 

It islikely, that on taking up the Ar 1 they made uſe of th 


uſual form of words. 


Let Gop ariſe, and let his enemies be ſcaitered; let them alſò 
that hate him, ee before him, Cc. 


When they approached the temple, we may ſuppoſe. 


they * ſang as follows ; 


O come, let us ſing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noiſe to 
the rock of our ſalvation. 

Let us come before his preſence with thiaus giving, and make a 
Joyful noiſe unto him with palms. 

For the LoRD is a great GoD, and a great king above all 
gods. 

In his hand are the deep places of the earih: the fircngth of the 
hulls is his alſo. 

The ſea is his, and he made it: and his hands te mad the dry 
tand. 

O come let us wworſhip and bow down: let us Ineel before the 
LORD our maker. 

For he is our GOD, and we are the people of his þ ure, and 
the ſheep of his hand: to-day if ye will hear his voice, 

Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the 
day of temptation in the wilderaeſs : 

When your fathers tempted me, proved we and ſaw my 
nr. | 

Forty years long vas I grieved with this generation, and ſaid, 
Tt ts a people a do err in their . ww for tlie have not Reon 

"Y RCD fo 

Unto <vhom I fware in my. wrath, that they ſfruld not enter 

into my ret. | 


* Pſalm xcv, 
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When they reached the gates, it is likely the following 
pſalur“ was ſung. 
Make a j»;ful nie unto the LORD, all ye lands. 
Serve tt LORD with pladneſs : come before his preſence with 
ſinging. 
Know ye that the LORD he ts GOD, it is he that hath made 
ts, and not ce ourjelves ; ve are his people, and the ſuce of 
his paſture. 
Euter into his gates with thankſgiving, and into his courts 
ee1i// praiſe, be thankful unts him, and bleſs his name. 


For the LORD ts good; his mercy is everlefling : and his truth 


endureth to ail generations. 


As ſoon as they had depoſited the Ark, we may imagine, 
that the whole choir of muſicians brake forth into joyful 
{trains like the following Þ : 


O ſins unto the LORD @ new v ſong : ing unto the LoRD all 


the earth. 

Sing unto the LORD, Bleſs his name: ſhew —— kis ſalva- 
tion jrom day to day, 

Decl ire his glory among the heathen, his wonders . all 
t&ople. 

For the LORD ig great, and greatly to be praiſed: he is to be 
Seared abowe all gods 

For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LoRD made 
the heavens. 


Honour and majifly are before him: Re 'h and beauty are | 


in his ſanRuary. 
Give unto the LorD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unte 
the LORD glory and fircngth. we 
Gi ve unto ile LORD the g/:ry due unto his name: bring an 
offering, and come into his courts. 


* Pſalm c. 5 Pſalms xcvi. 
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dh ip the LORD in the beauty of holineſs: fear before 
kim all the earth. 

Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth : the world 
alſo ſail be eflabli/aed that it ſhall not be moved; he ſhall judge 
the people righteoufly. 

O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy 
endureith for ever. 

O give thanks unto the GOD of gods: for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

O give thanks unto the GOD of heaven : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever, Vc. ; 


At the concluſion of this pious thankſgiving, we may ſuppoſe 
the LoRD graciouſly ſhewed His acceptance of His people's 
ſervices by a glorious CLoup, like that which their fathers 
had been taught to acknowledge as a manifeftation of his Di- 
VINE PRESENCE, It certainly muſt have been a moſt aw- 

ful, as well as affecting ſight, to behold ſuch a wi/ible token 
of the favour of the GREAT CREATOR, 


E ENVT, 


SoLOMON'S PRAYER AT THE DEDICATION OF 
THE I EMPLE. 


HEN faid Solomon, the Lord hath ſaid, that 

- he would dwell in the thick darkneſs. 

But I have built an houſe of habitation for thee, 
and a place for thy dwelling for ever. 

And the king turned his face and bleſſed the whole 
congregation of Iſrael; and all the congregation of 
Iſrael ſtood, 

And 
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And he ſaid, Bleſſed be the LORD Gop of Iſrael 
who hath with his hands fulfilled that which he ſpake 
with his mouth to my father David, ſaying, 

Since the day that 1 brought forth my people out of 
the land of Egypt, I choſe no city among all the tribes 
of Iſrael to build an houſe in, that my name might be 
there; neither choſe I any man to be ruler over my 
people Iſrael: | 


But I have choſen Jeruſalem that my name might 


be there: and have choſen David to be over my people 
Iſrael: 
Now it was in the heart of David my father to build 
an houſe for the name of the LoRD Goh of Iſrael. 
But the Lord ſaid to David my father, Foraſmuch 
as it was in thine heart to build an houſe for my 
name, thou didſt well in that it was in thine heart: 
Notwithſtanding, thou ſhalt not build the houſe; 
but thy ſon which ſhall come forth out of thy loins, 
he ſhall build the houſe for my name. 
The Lord therefore hath performed his word that 


he hath ſpoken: for I am riſen up in the room of 


David my father, and am ſet on me throne of Iſrael, 
as the Lok p promiſed, and have built this houſe for 
the name of the LoxD Gupb of Iſrael. 


And in it have I put the ark; wherein is the cove- 


nant of the Logp, that he made with the children of 
Iſrael, 


And he ſtood before the altar of the Lono in the 


preſence of all the congre ation of Iſrael, and fpread 


forth his hands; 


For 
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For Solomon had made a brazen ſcaffold, of five 
cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits 
high, and had ſet it in the midit of the court: and 
upon it he Rood, and knecled down upon his knees 
before all tlie congregation of Iſrael, and ſpread forth 
his hands towards heaven, | 

And faid, O Lord Gop of Iſracl, there is no God 
like thee in heaven, nor in the earth; which keepeſt 
covenant, and theweſt mercy unto thy ſervants, that 
Walk before thee with all their hearts: 

Thou which haſt kept with thy ſervant David my 
father that which thou haſt promiled him; and ſpakeſt 
with thy mouth, and haſt fulfilled it with thine land, 
as It is this day. 

Now therefore, O Lonp Gop of Ifracl, keep with 
thy ſervant David, my father, that which thou haſt 
promiſed him, faying, There ſhall not fail thee a man 
in my fight to fit upon the throne of { ſrael; yet fo that 
thy children take hced to their way to walk in my law, 
as thou haſt walked before me. 

Now then, O Lonn Gop of Iſrael, let thy word 
be verified waich thou haſt ſpoken unto thy ſervant 
David. 

But will God in very deed dwell with men on the 
earth! behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee; how much leſs this houſe which 
J have built? | | 
_ Have reſpect therefore to the prayer of thy ſervant, 
and to his ſupplication, O Lorxp my Gop, to hearken 

5 unto 
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unto the cry and the prayer which thy ſervant prayeth 
before thee: 

That thine eyes may be open upon this houſe day 
and night, upon the place whereof thou haſt ſaid, that 
thou wouldeſt put thy name there; to hearken unto 
the prayer which thy ſervant prayeth towards this 
place. 

Hearken therefore unto the ſupplications of thy ſer- 
vant and of thy people Iſrael, which they ſhall make 


towards this piace: hear thou from thy dwelling-place, 


even from heaven; and when thou heareſt, forgive. 

If a man fin againſt his neighbour, and an oath be 
laid upon him to make him ſwear, and the oath come 
before thine altar in this houſe; 

Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge 
thy ſervants, by requiting the wicked, by recom - 
penſing his way upon his own head, and by juſtifying 
the righteous, by giving him according to his righte- 
ouſnels. _ 

And if thy people Iſrael be put to the worſe before 
the enemy, becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; 
and ſhall return and confeſs thy name, and pray and 
make ſupplication before thee in this houſe; then hear 


thou from the heavens, and forgive the ſin of thy 


people Iſrael, and bring them again unto the land 

which thou gaveſt to them and to their fathers. 
When the heaven is ſhut up, and there is no rain, 

becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; yet if they pray 


towards this place and confeſs thy name, and turn from 


their 
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their ſin when thou doſt afflit them, then hear thou 
from heaven, and forgive the fin of thy ſervants, and 
of thy people Iſrael, when thou hait caught them the 
good way wherein they ſhould walk; and fend rain 
upon thy land which thou haſt given unto thy people 
for an inheritance, 

If there be dearth in the land, if there be peſtilence, 
if there be blaſting, or mildew, locuſts, or caterpillars : 
if their enemies beſiege them in the cities of their land; 
whatſoever fore, or whatlocver ſiekneſs there be: 

Then what prayer or what ſupplication ſoever ſhall 
be made of any man, or of all thy people Iſrael, when 
every one ſhall know his own tore and his own grief, 
and ſhall ſpread forth his hands in this houſe: 

'Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling-place, 
and forgive, and render unto every man according 
unto all his ways, whole heart thou knoweſt; (for 
thou only knoweſt the hearts of the children of men): 

That they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, ſo 
long as they live in the land which thou gavelt unto. 
our fathers. 

Moreover concerning the ſtranger, which is not of 
thy. people Ifrael, but is come from a far country for 
thy great name's ſake, and thy mighty hand, and thy 
ſtretched out arm; if they come and pray in this 
houſe: 

Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling-place, and do according to all that the ſtranger 
alleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may 

know 
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know thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy people 
Iſrael, and may know that this houſe which I have 
built is called by thy name. 

If thy people go out to war againſt their enemies by 
the way that thou ihalt ſend them, and they pray unto 
thee toward this city which thou haft choſen, and the 
houſe which I have built for thy name; then hear 
thou from the heavens, their prayer and tlicir ſuppli- 
cation, and maintain their cauſe. 

If they ſin againſt thee, (for there is no man which 
ſinneth not), and thou be angry with them, and de- 
liver them over before their enemies, and they carry 
them away captives unto a land far off or near; 

Yet if they bethink themiclves in the land whither 
they are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee 
in the land of their captivity, ſaying, We have ſinned, 
we have done amiſs, and have dealt 8 

If they return to thee with all their heart and with 
all their foul in the land of their captivity, n they 


have carried them captives, and pray towards their 


land which thou gaveſt unto their fathers, and toward 
the city which thou haſt choſen, and toward the houle 
which I have built for thy name : 

Then hear thou their prayer and their ſupplication 
in heaven thy dwelling-place, and maintain their cauſe, 
and forgive thy people that have ſinned againſt * 


and all their tranſgreſſions wherein they have tranſ- 


greſſed againſt thee, and give them compaſſion before 


them who carried them captiv e, that they may have 


compaſſion on them: 


For 
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For they be thy people and thine inheritance, which 
thou broughteſt forth out of Egypt, from the midſt of 
the furnace of iron: 

That thine eyes may be open unto the ſupplication 
of thy ſervant, and unto the ſupplication of thy people 

ſrael, to hearken unto them in all that they call for 
unto thee. 

Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling- place, their prayer and their ſupplications, 
and maintain their cauſe, an forgive thy people which 
have ſinned againſt thee, | 

Now my God, let, 1 beſecch thee, thine eyes be 
Open, and let thine cars he attent unto the Prayer that 
is made in this place. 

Now tlierefore ariſe, © 3.02D Gop, into thy reſt- 
ing-place, thou, and the ark of thy ſtrength: let thy 
prieſts, O LORD Gop be cloathed with ſalvation, and 
lot thy ſaints rejoice in goodneſs. 

() Lat Zorn, turn not away the face of thine 
anointed: remember the mercies of David thy ſer- 


For thou didſt ſeparate them from among all the 
people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou 
ſaake!! by the hand of Moſes thy ſervant, when thou 
broughteſt our fathers out of Egypt, O LoRD Gop. 

And it was fo, that when Solomon had made an 
end of praying all this prayer and ſupplication unto.the 
LoxD, ne aroſe from before the altar of the LoRD, 


from knezling on his knees, with his hands ſpread up 
10 heaven, Ang 


Ids SOLOMONs BLESSING. 


And he ſtood, and bleſſed all the congregation of Iſ- 
rael, with a loud voice, ſaying, 7 

Bleſſed be the Lonn, that hath given reſt unto his 
people Iſrael, according to all that he promiled: there 
hath not failed one word of all his good promiſe, 
which he promiſed by the hand of Moles his ſervant. 

The Lord our Gop be with us, as he was with 
our fathers: let him not leave us nor forſake us: 


That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in 


all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his 
ſtatutes, and his judgments, which he commanded 
our fathers, 

And let theſe my words wherewith I have made ſup- 
plication before the Lonp, be nigh unto the LORD 
our Gop day ard night, that he maintain the cauſe 
of his ſervant, and the cauſe of his people Iſrael at 
all times, as the matter ſhall require: that all the peo- 
ple of the earth may know that the Lord is Gon, 
and that there is none elſe. 


Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD 


our Gon, to walk in his ſtatutes, and to keep bis 


commandments, as at this day. 
And the king, and all Iſrael with him, offered ſa- 
erifice before the Loop. | 
Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, 
the fire came down from heaven and conſumed the 
burnt-offeting and the ſacrifices; and the glory « of the 


Lord filled the houſe. 


And the prieſts could not enter into the houſe of the 


Log, becauſe the glory of the Lorp had filled the 


Lok p's houſe, _ Oe And 


THE GLORY OF THE LORD. 213 


And when all the children of Iſrael ſaw how the 
fire came down, and the glory of the LorD upon the 
houſe, they bowed themſelves with their faces to the 
ground upon the payement, and worſhipped, and 
praiſed the LorD, ſaying, For he is good; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

Then the king, and all the people offered ſacrifices 
before the Lond. 

And the prieſts waited on their offices: the Levites 
alſo with inſtruments of muſic of the Loxp, which 
David the king had made to praiſe the Lo pp, becauſe 
his mercy endureth for ever, when David praifed by 
their miniſtry: and the prieſts ſounded trumpets be- 
fore them, and all Iſrael ſtood. 

Moreover, Solomon hallowed the middle of the 
court that was before the houſe of the Lord: for 
there he offered burnt offerings, and the fat of the 
peace-offcrings, becauſe the brazen altar which Solo- 
mon had made was not able to receive the burnt-offer- 
ings, and the meat-offerings, and the fat. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The king had cauſed a place to be erected near the altar, 
raiſed above the people, that he might be heard and feen by 
all of them, whillt he was ſetting an example of paying adora- 
tion to the Kix d Kings, and LoRD of Lords. 

The prayer which Solomon offered up on this occaſion is ſo 
clear and comprehenſive, that there is no need of an explana- 
tion. It was perfectly conſiſtent with that true wiſdom 
which has | piety for its foundation; and ſerved to teach the 
people 
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people for what they ſhould pray, and how they ought to ad. 
dreſs the SUPREME BEING; and from the humility with 


'which the king entreated the Lo RD to ſhew forth his GLR 


in the houſe which he had built, they were inſtructed, that as 
no fabrick, however magnificent, was in reality fit for the 
habitation of the ALvicaTy, they ſhould receive the mani. 
feftation of his glirious PRESENCE, as an inſtance of infinite 
goodneſs and condeſcenſion. | 

Solomon's prayer is a molt excellent pattern of public de- 
votion ; conſiſting of petitions for national bleſſings, /piritual 
and temporal; forgiveneſs of fins, and deliverance from the 
evil conſequences of diem: to which he added, interceſſion 
for thoſe who were not yet converted to the true religion. 

As a token that the ſacrifices offered at this time were ac- 
ceptable, it pleaſed the Lord to ſend holy fire (as at the dedi- 
cation of the tabernacle) to conſume them; on which the peo- 
ple fell proſtrate to the earth, overcome with fear, love, and 
reverence for their keavenly KING; acknowledging that 
there was no Being in the univerſe worthy to be compared 
to him: David had furniſhed them with words to exprets 
their pious raptures as follows“: 


The LORD reigneth, let the earih rejoice: let the multitude of 
ies be glad thereof. 

Clouds and darkneſs are round about him : righteouſneſs and 
Judgment are the habitation of his throne. 

A fire goeth = hum, and burneth up his enemies round 
about. 

His lightnings eniightcened 5 world: the earth ſaw and 
trembled. | | 

The hills melted like wax at the preſence of the LORD : at the 
profence of the LORD of the abhele earth. 

"The heavens declare his righteouſneſs: : and all the people ſee his 
glory. 

* Pſalms xcvil, xcvili, and xlvij, 


Confounded 


7 


- 
A 
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Confounded be all they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt 
themſelves of idols: worſhip him all ye gods. 

Zion heard, and «was glad, and the daughters of Judah re- 
jaiced; becauſe of thy judgments, O Lok p. 

Fer thiu, Lok D, art high above all the carth : thou art ex- 
alted far above all gods. | | 

Ye that love the Lox p, hate evil: he preſerveth the ſouls of 
his ſaints, he delivereth them out of the hand of the avid. 

Light is ſown for the righteous, and gladnefs for the upright 
in heart. 

Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous: and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holineſs. 

Make a joyful noiſe unto the LORD, all the earth: make à loud 
noiſe, and rejoice, and jing praiſe. 

Sing unto the LORD Wwit/ the harp; with the harp and the 
ootce of a palm. 


With trumpets and ſyund of cor net mate a joyful noiſe oy the. 
LORD, the king. 


O clap your hands, al! ye people, ſhout unto GoD with the 
voice of triamph : | 

For the Lo RD moſt hign is terrible; he is @ great king over 
all the earth. | 

He ſhall ſubdue the People under us, ond the nations under our 
Jeet. 

He fhall chooſe our inheritance for us, the excellency of Te 
whom he loved. 

GOD is gone up with a ſhout, the LORD with the ſound of a 
trumpet. | NN 

Sing praiſes to Gop, 2 ing praiſes : fi ing praiſes unto our king, 
Aug praiſes. 

For Gop ts the king of all the earth, 2 ye praiſes with un- 

derſlanding. 
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The whole ſolemnity might properly end with the ſame 
bleſſing which David pronounced on the people. 


Gop“ be merciful unto us, and _ us: and cauſe his face 
to ſhine uſ on us. 

That thy way may be known _ earth, thy ſaving health 
among all nations. 


Let the people praiſe thee, O Gon ; let all the people praiſe 


thee. 

O let the nations be glad and A ing for jay: for thou ſhalt judge 
the people riglittouſiy, and govern the nations upon earth, 

Let the people praiſe thee, O GOD; let all the peeple praiſe 
thee. 

Then ſhall the earth yield her increaſe ; and GoD, even cur 
own GOD Hall bleſs us. 

Gop /hall bleſs us, and all the ends of the earth ſhall fear 
him. 


Though onr mode of worſhip differs greatly from that of 
the Iſraelites, we Chriſtians may, notwithſtanding, collect a 
great deal of valuable inſtruction from the account of the 
dedication of Solomon's Temple. | 

The ſentiments which Solomon entertained of the majeſty 
and goodneſs of Gop are ſuch, as every one ſhould endea- 
vour to poſſeſs, whilſt they are engaged in public worſhip. 
Solomon is likewiſe worthy of imitation in his benevolent 
ſolicitude for the welfare of Gop's people, and the propa- 
gation of religion. In reſpect to burnt-ſacrifices, we have 
no occaſion to follow his example ; neither is it with us a 
point of duty to build ſtately edifices to his honour. 

As the LoRp vouchſafed to make his PRESENCE evident 
in the land of Iſrael, it was proper that a Temple ſhould be 
erected in the place which he had choſen, to fix his name there; 
in order to keep up a perpetual remembrance of his relation 


* Pialm Ixvii. c 


to 
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to this people as their Kix, and likewiſe to ſhew forth his 
G1.0RY and MajesTyY to the ſurrounding nations; who 
hearing that the /iving Gop had actually manifeſted Himfelf 
in a v;/Able manner at Feruſalem, nught forſake idols, and 
embrace His holy religion. 
Whoever conſiders the greatneſs and excellency of the 
SUPREME BEIN, would be ready to exclaim with Solo- 
mon, Will Gob in very deed davell upon earth? Behold the 
heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannet contain thee, how 
much leſs a houſe which is built with hands! We cannot, is 
is true, add to the GLory of Gop by any human means, 
He is infinitely perfect and happy in Hiniſelf, and the foun- 
tain of all happineſs in the whole univerſe: all the ſervice 
we can pay Him, therefore, is, to proclaim His power, 
wiſdom, goodneſs, mercy, juſtice, truth, as a means to keep 
up our own fear, love, and veneration towards Him, and to 
invite others, by our example, to do the ſame; and this 
fervice may be performed in an /umble edifice, It is, how- 
ever, no ſin to erect fine churches, and adorn them pro— 
perly; on the contrary, in opulent cities, where the very 
mere hant s dwell in palaces, thoſe buildings which are dedi- 
cated to Divine ſervice, ſhould be proportionably magni - 
cent, provided that the worſhip performed in them is agree 
able to the rules preſcribed by their religion; and this fec- 
tion encourages us to hope, that Gop will be preſent in all 
places dedicated to public worſhip, if the hearts of thoſe, 
who aſſemble in them, are rightly diſpoſed to hold commu - = 
nion with Him, by fervent prayer, for he is no reſpetter ot 
perſons; and as, by the diffuſive propagation of Chriſtianity, 
there are now many congregations of His people, who can- 
not all meet together in one Temple, we may certainly multi— 
ply places of worſhip, and reaſonably expect each to be ſanc- 
tified by His preſence. Our LoRxD Himſelf has ſaid, — 
Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 
Vorl. III. : . 4 
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I in the midſt of them. We muſt not expect, be the building 
ever ſo coſtly, that Gop will appear amongſt vs as he did 
in Iſrael; becauſe we live under a very different diſpenſation ; 
and have the promiſe of thoſe good things, of which the 
ſplendour and magnificence of Solomon's Temple were but 
very imperfect emblems, 
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THE LORD GIVETH A TESTIMONY OF Hs Ac- 
| CEPTANCE OF SOLOMON's PRAYER. 


AE the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, 
and faid unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and 
have choſen this place to myſelf for an houſe of facri- 
fice. 

If I ſhut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I 
command the locuſts to devour the land, or if I ſend 
peſtilence among my people: 

If my people which are called by my name, ſhall 
humble themſelves and pray, and ſeek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their ſin, and will heal their 
land. | 

Now mine eyes ſhall be open, and mine ears attent 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. 

For now I have choſen and ſanciified this houſe, 
that my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes 
and mine heart ttall be there perpetually. 

And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as Da- 
vid thy ſather walked, and do according to all that I. 
5 have 
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have commanded thee, and ſhalt obſerve my ſtatutes 
and my judgments ; Then will I ſtabliſh the throne 
of thy kingdom, according as I have covenanted with 
David thy father, ſaying, There ſhall not fail thee a 
man to he ruler in Iſrael, 

But if ye turn away and forſake my ſtatutes and my 
commandments which I have ſet before you, and ſhall 
go and ſerve other gods, and worſhip them. 

Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of my 
land, which I have given them; and this houſe which 
I have ſanctified for my name, will I caſt out of my 
ſight, and will make it to be a proverb and a by- word 
among all nations. 

And this houſe, which is high, ſhall be an aſtoniſh- 
ment to every one that paſſeth by it; ſo that he ſhall 
ſay, Why hath the LorD done thus unto this land, 
and unto this houſe? And it ſhall be anſwered, Be- 
cauſe they forſook the LoRD Gop of their fathers, 
which brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, 
and laid hold on other gods, and worſhipped them and 
ſerved them : therefore hath he Wen all this evil 
upon them. 

Then Solomon offered burnt- offerings unto the 
Lord on the altar of the LoR D, which he had built 
before the porch ; even after a certain rate every day, 
offering according to the commandment of Moſes, on 
the ſabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the ſo- 

lemn feaſts, three times in the year, even in the feaſt 
of unleavened bread, and in the feaſt of weeks, and | in 


the feaſt of tabernacles. 
L 2 | And 
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And he appointed, according to the order of David 
his father, the courſes of the prieſts to their ſervice, 
and the Levites to their charges, to praiſe and miniſter 
before the prieſts, as the duty of every day required: the 
porters alſo by their courſes, at every gate; for ſo had 
David the man of Gop commanded. 

And they departed not from the commandment of 
the king unto the prieſts and Levites, concerning any 
matter, or concerning the treaſures. 

For the cherubims ſpread forth their wings over 
the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the 
ark and the ſtaves thereof above. 

And they drew out the ſtaves of the ark, that the 
ends of the ſtaves were ſeen from the ark before the 
oracle; but they were not ſeen without. And there it 
is unto this day. 

T here was nothing in the ark ſave the two tables 
Which Moſes put therein at Horeb, when the LoRD 
made a covenant with the children of Iſrael, when 
they came out of Egypt. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


We find from the anſwer, which the LorxD vouchſated 
to make to Solomon's prayer, that it was perfectly agreeable 
to the Divine will, and therefore may ſafely be adopted as a 
model of public devotion, It will afford great ſatisfaction to 
compare the various parts of it, with the prayers, which are 
in our church ſervice, as they will be found to agree per- 
fectly in ſubſtance. It is to be obſerved, that the Lorp 
entered into a perſonal covenant with Solomon, when he 
appeared to him from; the cenditions of which we may 

underſtand 
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underſtand, that neither king nor people in any nation, are 
to expect the continuance of the divine blefling, if they are 
diſobedient to the divine law, | 

It muſt have been a great ſatisfaction to Solomon to receive 
fo undoubted a teſtimony, that the Loxp had heard his pe- 
titions, and that they were acceptable to Him, 


SE: Fe,” KAAYI 


Tris Bvir.diInG or SoLOMox's HousE— TE 
HoubsE Or LEBANON — IHE HoUsEt roR PA- 
RAOH'S DAUGHTER-—H:s Lino E, &c. 


8 was building his houſe thirteen 
years. He built alſo the houſe of the foreſt of 
Lebanon. 

And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter and brought her 
into the city of David, until he had made an end of 
building his own houſe, and the houſe of the Logo, 
and the wall of Jeruſalem round about. | 

'Then he made a porch for the throne, where he 
migbt judge, even the porch of judgment: and it was 
covered with cedar from one fide of the floor to the 
other. | Go 

And his houſe, where he dwelt, had another court 
within the porch, which was of the like work. Solo- 
mon made alſo an houſe for Pharaoh's daughter, 
{whom he had taken to wife) like unto this porch, 
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All theſe were of coſtly ſtones, according to the 


meaſures of hewed ſtones, ſawed with faws, within 


and without, even from the foundation unto the cop- 
ing, and ſo on the outſide toward the great court. 

Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, 
and overlaid it with the beſt gold, 

The throne had ſix ſteps, and the top of the throne 
was round behind: and there were ſtays on either fide 
on the place of the ſeat, and two lions ſtood beſide 
the ſtays. 

And twelve lions ſtood there on the one ſide and 
and on the other upon the ſix ſteps: chere was not 


the like made in any kingdom. 


And king Solomon made two hundred targets of 
beaten gold: ſix hundred ſhekels of __ went to one 
target. 

And he made three hundred ſhields of beaten gold ; 
three pound of gold went to one ſhield: and the king 
put them in the houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon. 

And all King Solomon's drinking veſſels were of 
gold, and all the veſſels of the houſe of the foreſt of Le- 
banon were of pure gold, none were of filyer; it was 
nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. 

Now the weizht of gold that came to, Solomon in 
one year, Was fix hundred threeſcore and fix talents of 
gold. | 

For the king hd at fea a navy of Tarſhiſh, with 


the navy of Hiram: once in three years came the 
nayy of Tarſhiſh, bringing gold and ſilyer, ivory, 


and apes, aad pe acocks. 
And 
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And king Solomon made a navy of ſhips in Ezion- 
geber, which is beſide Eloth, on the ſhore of the 
Red-ſea, in the land of Edom, 

'Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to Eloth, 
at the ſea-ſide in the land of Edom. 

And it came to pals at the end of twenty years, 
when Solomon had built the two houſes, the houſe of 
the Lok, and the king's houſe, 

(Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furniſhed So- 
lomon with cedar-trees, and fir-trees, and with gold, 
according to all his defire) that then king Solomon 
gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. - 

And Hiram came out from Tyre to ſee the cities 
which Solomon had given him, and they pleaſed him 
not. 

And he ſaid, What cities are theſe which thou haſt 
givon me, my brother? And he called them the land 
of Cabul unt) this day. 

And Hiram ſent to the king fix ſcore talents of old. 

And this is the reaſon of the levy which king Solo- 
mon raiſed for to build the houſe of the Lord, and 
his own houſe, and Millo, and the wall of Jeruſalem, 
and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer. 

For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and ta- 
ken Jezer, and burnt it with fire, and ſlain the Ca- 
naanites that dwelt in the city, and given it ior a pre- 
ſent unto his daughter, Solomon" s wife. 

And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth- horon the 
nether. And Baalath, and Tadmor in the wilder- | 
neſs, in the land. 
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And the cities which Hiram had reſtored to Solo- 


mon, Solomon built them, and cauſed the children 
of Iſracl to dwell there. 


He built alſo ſtore-cities, and chariot-cities, and 


cities of the horſemen. And Solomon had horſes 
Þrought out of Egypt. 


And Solomon brought up the daughter of Pharaoh 
oat of the city of David unto the houſe that he had 
built for her: for he ſaid, My wife ſhall not dwell in 
the houſe of David king of Iſrael, becauſe the places 
are holy, whereunto the ark of the Lox D hath come. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


When King Solomon had built the Temple of the Loxp, 
he cauſed a ſtately palace to be erected for his own reſidence, 
to adorn the land of Iſrael, and procure him that reſpect. 
wh:ch was due from all the nations of the earth, to the king 
of Gop's appointment. We find that this building was 
much longer in hand than the Houſe of che LoRD, which ſhes, 
that Solomon preferred the honour of 60D to Ius own gran- 
&2ur, 

The houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon, is ſuppoſed to have 
been built as a pleaſant retreat from the fatigues of ſtate 
affairs. 7 | 

It is aſtoniſhing to reflect on the riches of Solomon; but 
the ſacred hiſtorian accounts for his poſſeſſing ſuch ſtores of 
wealth, by acquainting us with his numerous reſources, 

It has already been mentioned, how David gained the ports 

of Eloth and Ezon-geber. The trade carried on from theſe 

places, was the ſame which is now in the hands of our Eaſt- 

India merchants. It is not exactly deſcribed where Ooh 
| an 
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and Tarſhiſh were ſituated ; neither 1s 1t important to us. 
It is well known, that the eaſtern territories abound with 
treaſures even in theſe days, and it is URS that they were 
much more plentiful formerly. 

Solomon finding the traffick ſo profitable, went to Eloth 
and Ezion-geber, in order to direct the increaſe of his navy, 
and to furnith thoſe ports with inhabitants well (killed in this 
kind of merchandize ; theſe he ſelected from the Tyrians 
Hiram had ſent him for hewing timber, &c. for the 
Temple. From the cordiality which afterwards ſubſiſtcd 
between Hiram and Solomon, we may conclude, that the 
cities which the latter offered to his friend, were by no means 
inſignificant ; for Solomon had too enlarged a mind, to think 
of making him trifling preſents: but theſe cities, which were 
in the outſkirts of Iſrael, and had been, till Solomon took 
poſſeſſion of them, in the hands of the natives, were moſt 
likely encompaſſed with corn ficlds, and paſtures, and there- 
fore not acceptable to a Tyrian Prince, whoſe ſubjects were 
unſkilled in the culture of the earth, and had learnt to under- 
value the choiceſt gifts of nature, and to prefer luxury and 
pomp to the more ſubſtantial advantages of rural ſimplicity. 

Another branch of coramerce which Solomon carried on, 
was with Egypt. It ſeems as if, on account of his alliance with 
Pharaoh's daughter, he was ſupplied from thence with cha- 
riots &c. at a cheaper rate tlian the neighbouring nations 
for Solomon fold them again to advantage. Ilow he came 
to reſerve ſuch a number for himſelf, cannot certainly be ac- 
counted for; but it appears probable, that Gop's command 
which forvad kings to multiply horſes to themſelves, was limited 
to times of war; and as Solomon had a promiſe of peace du- 
ring his whole reign, he was at liberty, if he refrained from 
purning bis truſt in them, to indulge in every article of magni- 
ficence, that the neighbouring princes regarded as marks of 
royalty; and had a right to ſurpaſs them in every temporal 

4 poſſeſſion, 
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poſſeſſion, becauſe his grandeur ſerved at that period to diſplay 
the ſuperiority of the LORD JEHOVAH, who they muſt per- 
ceive was able to beſtow wealth and wiſdom without mea- 
ſure, | 

It is not exactly aſcertained, at what time Solomon mar- 
ried Pharaoh's daughter; but we will venture to ſuppoſe, 
that it was after he had built the Temple : for it is reaſonable 
to imagine, that his whole attention was engaged by that im- 
portant buſineſs, and that the fame of his wiſdom made this 
princeſs ambitious of an alliance with him, and induced her 
to become profeſſedly a proſelyte to the true religion, other- 
wiſe it would have been unlawful for him to have married 
her; nor would he have brought an beathen into the HoLY 
Ci rx, at a time when piety and devotion had entire poſſeſ- 
ſion of his heart: it appears as if ſhe ſoon began to diſcover 
ſome inclination for idolatry, by his thinking it improper 


for her to dwell any longer in a place peculiarly ſanctified by 
the Lorp. 


— —— —_— — — — 
— — 


Solomon had reaſon to ſay, that the merchandize of wiſdom, 


avas better than the merchandize of filver e and the gain thereof, 
than fine gold for he had not only a greater portion of worldly 
advantages, than any man was ever able to acquire by his own 
induſtry; but muſt neceſſarily have had a fund of mental 
delights, infinitely ſupecior to all the enjoyments that wealth 
can purchaſe, | | 


\ 


T. XIX. 
IRT QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITs KING SOLOMON, 


ASD when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon, concerning the name of the Loxp, 
the came to prove him with hard queſtions, 
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And ſhe came to Jeruſalem with a very great train, 
with camels that bare ſpices, and very much gold, 
and precious ſtones: and when ſhe was come to Solo- 
mon, ſhe communed with him of all that was in her 
heart. 

And Solomon told her all her queſtions: there was 
not any thing hid from the king, which he told her 
nor. 

And when the queen of Sheba had ſeen all Solo- 
mon's wiſdom, and the houſe that he had built, and 
the meat of his table, and the ſitting of his ſervants, 
and the attendance of his miniſters and their apparel, 
and his up- bearers, and his aſcent by which he went 
up unto the houſe of the LORD: there was no more 
ſpirit in her. 

And the faid to the king, It was a true report that 
I heard in mine own land, of thy acts, and of thy 
wiſdom. 

Howbeit, I believed not the words, until I came, 
and mine eyes had ſeen it: and behold, the half 
was not told me: thy wiſdom and pro! 'perity ex- 
ceedeth the fame which I heard. 

Happy are thy men, happy are theſe thy ſervants, 
which ſtand continually before thee, and that hear | 
thy wiſdom. 

Bleſſed be the Log» thy Gon which de Jighteth in 
thee, to ſet thee on the throne of Iſrael; becauſe the 
LoD loved Ifrael for ever, therefore made he ches 
king to do judgment and juſtice. 2 


| And 
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And ſhe gave the King an hundred and twenty ta- 
lents of gold, and of ſpices very great ſtore, and pre- 
cious ſtones: there came no more ſuch abundance of 
ſpices, as theſe, which the queen of Sheba gave to 
king Solomon 

And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba, 
all her defire whatſoever ſhe aſked, befides that which 
Solomon gave her of his royal bounty : ſo the turned 
and went to her own country, ſhe and her ſervants. 

And all the kings of Arabia, and governors of the 
country brought gold and ſilver. 

And all the kings of the earth ſought the preſ. nce 
of Solomon, to hear his wiſdom, that Gop had put 
in his heart, 

And Solomon had four thouſand ſtalls for horſes 

and chariots, and twelve thouſand horſemen; whom 
| he beſtowed in the chariot-cities, and with the king 
at Jeruſalem. 

And he reigned over all the kings, from the river 
even unto the land of the Philiſtines, and to the bor- 
der of Egypt. 

And all the earth ſought to Solomon, to hear the 
wiſdom which Gop had put in his heart. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The ſurrounding nations preferred worldly pomp and 
graadeur to every intellectual bleſſing; and being poſſeſſed of 
5 | a large 
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a large ſhare of the treaſures of the carth, they were enabled 
to appear with great outward ſplendor; on which account, 
they would have deſpiſed the LORD's choſen people, if they 
had been inferior to themſelves in this particular. It pleaſed 
God therefore, to raiſe the kingdom of Iſrael in a moſt won- 
derful manner, by degrees, from a ſtate of abject ſlavery, ro 
the higheſt pitch of magnificence ; and to occaſion all other 
nations to pay tribute and homage to the king of his appoint- 
ment; by which means, the Divine BEING proved himſelf 
to be, beyond diſpute, KING Kings, and LoRD of Lords. 

The qucen of Sheba, who viſited Solomon, is ſuppoſed to 
have been ſovereign of ſome part of Arabia, and originally 
deſcended from Keturah, Abraham's ſecond wife; ſo that it 
is very likely, the knowledge of the true Go had been tranſ- 
mitted to her by her pious anceſtors ; though his holy worſhip 
was in her kingdom, as in other countries, 0 and cor- 
rupted by the introduction of idolatry. 

It appears, by her taking ſuch a long journey to hear the 
wiſdom of Solomon, that this Princeſs was deſirous of being 
thoroughly acquainted with the Divixe WILL; for ſhe did 
not go to Jeruſalem merely to ſee the glory of Solomon, and 
vie with him in ſplendor; but to prove, whether he were in 
reality poſſeſſed of ſuch extraordinary endowments as fame 
reported ; and whether it was certainly true, that Gop had 
manifeſted himſelf in Iſrael. The inhabitants of the eaſt 
country were remarkable for their wit and ingenuity ;_ but 
Solomon was reputed: to excel them all. It was cuſtomary 
for the learned to amuſe themſelves with difficult queſtions, 
which required a knowledge of profound ſciences to propoſe 
and to explain; in compliance with this cuſtom, the queen of 
Sheba had furniſhed herſelf with problems of this kind from 
wiſe men in her kingdom, that ſhe might, by the anſwers ſhe 
carried back, confirm the truth of the extraordinary reports 
they had heard of Solomon's ſuperior underſtanding. We 
find that ſhe received ample ſatisfaction in every particular, 


and 
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and returned to her own country full of admiration of Solo. 
mon's glory, and reverence for that ALMIGHTY BEIN, 
who alone could exalt the human mind ſo near to perfection ; 
and beſtow with unbounded liberality, thoſe treaſures, which 


mankind in general ſtrive to accumulate with inceſſant toil, 


and enjoy not without the interruption of many anxious 
cares. We learn from the New Teſtament, that the deſire 
_ which the queen of Sheba had to know the true Gop pro- 
cured her the Divine favour, and obtained her a preference 
to many lukewarm Chriſtians *. 


* Mat. Xil, 4 5» 
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The ſacred hiſtorian refers us to the books of Nathan the 
prophet and others, for the records of the laſt acts of Solo- 
mon's reign ; but theſe writings are loſt to the world, and 
therefore we can come to no certainty in reſpect to the events 
of many years; we may however infer, from the Book of 
Eccleſiaſtes, written by Solomon himſelf, that ke ſoon became 
elated with proſperity, and grew unmindful from whence it 
was derived, and for what purpoſe it was beſtowed. He 
found himſelf at the very ſummit of greatneſs, and thinking 
that he had judgment ſufficient to guide himſelf, threw off 
his confidence in Gop, and began to form ſchemes for per- 
petuating his enjoyments ; with this view, he employed his 
mind in vain reſearches after permanent happineſs, indepen. 
dent of the Sur REME BeinG ; but when he no longer 
employed his wi/dem in the ſervice of Gop, and the good 
of mankind, it was only productive of fatigue and diſap- 
pointment. h | 


He then deſpiſed wWispou, and reſolving to try what 


PLEASURE would produce, gave himſelf up to mirth and 
feſtivity, thinking to drive away reflection, by a conſtant 
round 
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round of diſſipation; but theſe purſuits ended alſo in diſcon- 


tent; and he ſoon ſaid of laughter it is mad, and of mirth what 
dorth it? 


Solomon ſuppoſed that the means of happineſs were till in 
his power; and recollecting (it is likely) the delight he had 
formerly experienced in inſpecting the progreſs of arts, re- 
ſolved to employ his wealth in hing and planting ; he there- 
fore ſpared no expence, but even taxed his ſubjects to adorn + 
his kingdom with magnificent edifices, and beautiful gardens, 
but again miſſed his aim. When theſe works were com- 
pleated, he endeavoured to procure content by increaſing his 
RiCHEs: this was alſo wvaniry and wexation of Spirit; for 
the thoughts that he muſt die, and leave all his poſſeſſions 
behind him to a ſon very unfit to rule, embittered his hours, 
and abated the reliſh of every enjoyment. 

The idolatrous nations were the profeſſed votaries of ſen- 
ſuality ; he therefore formed connections with them, by mar- 
rying wives from amongſt them, in hopes (we may ſuppoſe) 
of learning refinements of luxury unknown in Iſrael: in this 
ſcheme he was too ſucceſsful ; but it was attended with un- 
happy conſequences, inſtead of procuring ſatisfaction, 


d. . 


SOLOMON's APosTACY—His DEATH. 


D king Solomon loved many ſtrange women, 
(together with the daughter of Pharaoh) women 
of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians 
and Hittites: . of the nations concerning which the 
Lord ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, Ye ſhall not go 
in to them, neither ſhall they come in unto you, for 
ſurely they will turn away your heart after their gods: 
Solomon clave unto theſe in love, 
And 
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And it came to paſs when Solomon was old his 
wives turned away his heart. 

Then did Solomon build an high place for Che- 

moſh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is 
before Jeruſalem; and for Molech, the abomination 
of the children of Ammon. 

And likewiſe did he for all his ſtrange wives, which 
burnt incenſe, and ſacrificed unto their gods. 

And the Lorp was angry with Solomon, becauſe 
his heart was turned from the Loxp Gop of Iſrael, 
which had appeared unto him twice, and had com- 
manded him concerning this thing, that he ſhould not 
go after other gods: but he kept not that which the 
LorD commanded, | 

Wherefore the Loxp ſaid unto Solomon, Foraſ- 
much as this is done of thee, and thou haſt not kept 
my covenant and my ſtatutes Which I have com- 
manded thee, I will ſurely rend the kingdom from 
thee, and will give it to thy ſervant, 

Notwithſtanding in thy days I will not do it, for 
David thy father's ſake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy ſon. | 
Hovwbeit, I will not rend away all the 8 

but I will give one tribe to thy ſon, for David my 
ſervant's ſake, and for Jeruſalem's ſake which I have 
choſen. 

And the Lorp Rlrred up an adverſary unto So- 
lomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was of the king's 
ſeed in Edom. | 


And 
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And Gop ſtirred him up another adverſary, Rezon, 
the fon of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hada- 
dezer king of Zobah. 

And he was an adverſary to Iſrael all the latter days 
of Solomon, beſide the miſchief that Hadad did, and 
he abhorred Iſrael, and reigned over Syria. 

And Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, an Ephrathite of 
Zereda, Solomon's ſervant, (whoſe mother's name 
was Zeruah, a widow woman) even he lift up his 
hand againſt the king. 

And this was the cauſe that he lift up his hand 
againſt the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David his father. 

And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of va- 
lour: and Solomon ſeeing the young man that he was 
induſtrious, made him ruler over all the charge of 
the houſe of Joſeph, 

And it came to paſs at that time when Jervhoam 
went out of ſeruſalem, that the prophet Ahyah the 
Shilonite found him in the way: and he had clad 
himſelf with a new garment; and they two were alone 
in the field. | 

And Ahijah caught the new garment that was On 
him, and rent it in twelve pieces. 

And he ſaid to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: 
for nus faith the Lord, the Gop of Iſrael, Behold, 
I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, 
and will give ten tribes to thee: 

(But he ſhall have one tribe for my ſervant David's 
fake, and for Jeruſalem's ſake, the city which I have 
choſen out of all the tribes of Iſrael) Becauſe 
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Becauſe that they have forſaken me, and have wor- 
ſhipped Aſhtoreth the goddeſs of the Zidonians, Che- 
moſh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god 
of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in 
my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and 
to keep my ſtatutes and my judgments, as did David 
his father, | 

Howbeit, I will not take the whole kingdom out of 
his hand: but I will make him prince all the days of 
his life, for David my ſervant's fake, whom I choſe, 
becauſe he kept my commandments and my ſtatutes: 
but I will take the kingdom out of his ſon's hand, and 
will give it unto thee, even ten tribes. | | 

And unto his ſon will I give one tribe, that David 
my ſervant may have a light alway before me in Jeru- 
falem, the city which I have choſen me to put my 
name there, 

And I will take thee, and thou ſhalt reign according 

to all that thy ſoul deſireth, and ſhalt be king over 
Iſrael, | e 

And it ſhall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that 
which is right in my ſight, to keep my ſtatutes and my 
commandments, as David my ſervant did; that I will 
be with thee, and build thee a ſure houſe, as I built 
for David, and will give Iſrael unto thee. 

And I will for this afflict the ſeed of David, but not 
for ever. = 

Solomon ſought therefore to kill Jeroboam: and 
Jeroboam aroſe, and fled into Egypt, unto Shiſhak 

king 
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king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of 
Solomon. | 


And the time that Soloman reigned in Jeruſalem, 
over all Iſrael, was forty years. 


ANNOTATICNS AND REFLECTIONS, 


If we had not been able to collect from Solomon's own 
writings the cauſe of his apoſtacy, we ſhould be at a loſs to 
account for it; but when we read that he turned his back 
upon religion, and depended merely on human reaſon, our won- 
ger ceaſes, for he became like a ſhip without a pilot in a Can- 
gerous ocean, full of rocks and quickſands, 

It is needleſs to uſe arguments to prove the juſtice of God's 
dealings with this ungrateful prince; it will. be ſufficient to 
look back to the promiſes repeatedly made to him and his fa- 
ther: they were all conditional, ſo that Solomon was ſuffici. 
ently warned, that the kingdom would not be continued to his 
pofterity, if he departed from his duty. | 

It was impoſlible that Solomon could be ignorant of the 
finfulneſs of erecting Temples to idols, in that very land eſpe- 
eially, wherein he had been employed to build one to the 
name of the LORD JzHovan; and as his reputation for vi- 
dom was univerſally known, his example was very contagious, 
becauſe every one might think himſelf juſtified iu his imitation 
of the wiſe KING SOLOMON. 

The unhappy effects of his permitting idolatry and luxury 
to be introduced, were ſoon felt by his people: domeſtick 
- joys, which had, till this period, made every one happy under 
his wine and under his fig-tree, were exchanged for riot and 
diſſipation; and conſequently the education of youth muſt have 
been neclected, and the ſervice of Gop eſteemed a burden; 
the proſperity of Iſrael declined, and foreign powers were en- 
couraged to attack them. 

| Hadad 
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Hadad was the young prince who fled from Edom inte 
Egypt, from Joab's victorious arms. He had found favour in 
the fight of the king, and was married to the queen, Re- 
zon, with whom Hadad entered into a league againſt Solo- 
mon, was the man who deſerted from Hadadezar king of Zo- 
bah, and was made king of Damaſcus; but David diſpoſſeſſed 
him; however, he had lately recovered it, 

The neceſſity of defending the kingdom againſt theſe adver- 
faries, and the various ſervices the Iſraelites were obliged to 
render to the king on account of his numerous alliances, made 
the latter end of his reign grievous to them, and his glory 
was tarniſhed in the eyes of all the world. 

- Whilſt Solomon continued rel;giows, he undoubtedly was 
a happy monarch; there were neither diſcontent or faction 
under his government; he knew not the ſorrow of loſing 
thoufands of his ſubjects by war, nor had he cauſe to fear, 
whilſt he was under the peculiar direction of Gop, that any 
of his plans for the good of the nation would fail of ſucceſs. 

_ Solomon's life, in all probability, was ſhortened by his ex- 
ceſſes, for he was no more than 58 years old when he died. 
There is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that he had a proper ſenſe of 
his crimes: but it was too late for him to bring about a refor- 
mation in his kingdom; for the affection of his people was ali- 
enated from him, and his wives whom he had increaſed to 
the number of one thouſand, had gained ſuch an aſcendancy, 
that no efforts of his own would have prevailed againſt their 
different parties; and neither he nor his ſubjects could hope, 
that the Lok, whoſe honour was ſo greatly affronted by 
them, would work a miracle to change their minds. They 
ſlighted Gop, and preferred idols; therefore, they were juſtly 
left to the conſequences they had been repeatedly warned to 
expect, 8 . wy 

From Solomon's hiſtory we may learn, that Wispom, 
Pow, and Ricnrs, are blefings only to thoſe who uſe them 

properly; when received with thankfulneſs, enjoyed with mo- 
| deration, 
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deration, and employed in relieving the diſtreſſes of the indi- 
gent, or encouraging honeſt induſtry, they are productive of 
great ſatisfaction; but when they are made ſubſervient to 
vice, they render their poſſeſſors deſpicable and unhappy. 

Whatſoever SOLOMON'S eyes defired, be kept not from them; 
neither witheld he his heart from any joy*: but experience taught 
him, that there was no profit in any worldly enjoyment; and his 
ſearch aſter HaPpPINEss, concluded with a thorough con- 
viction, that it was only to be obtained by fearing Gop, and 
keeping his commandments. 

Jeroboam had diſtinguiſhed lümſelf by his valour and in- 
duſtry, which induced Solomon to fix upon him as a proper 
perſon for the poſt he had aſſigned him. He ſeeins to have 
been of a very aſpiring temper, and to have entertained a 
ſecret wiſh to reign over Iſrael. This wiſh would have been 
fruitleſs, if Solomon had not forfeited the Divine protection. 
That Jeroboam miglit not, however, ſuppoſe he had gained 
dominion over the LoR D's people by his own courage or abili- 
ties, a PROPHET was ſent to declare the Lok D's intention of 
rending the kingdom, and giving the government of ten 
tribes to him; and at the ſame time to inform him, why So- 
lomon's memory was diſgraced, and to promiſe Jeroboam 
the eſtabliſhment of the kingdom of Iſrael in his family, if he 
would imitate David in his piety and obedience to the com- 
mands of GoD. 

Ahijah, it is ſuppoſed, clad himſelf in a new garment, in 
order to give Jeroboam a ſign; for it was cuſtomary for pro- 
phets to make uſe of ſuch methods, that their predictions 
might be more ftriking : in the preſent inſtance, the ten pieces 
given in the Lorp's name to Jeroboam, were a toten of con- 
weyance of the tribes to him. 


* Eccleſiaſtes. 
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SECT NIX. 


THE ISRAELITES ASSEMBLE TO CROWN REno- 
BOAM—TEN I RIBES REVOLT AND MAKE IE. 
ROBOAM KING OVER ISRAEL. 


ND after the death of Solomon, Rehoboam 
went to Shechem: for all Iſrael were come to 


Shechem to make him king. 

And it came to paſs when Jeroboam the ſon 
of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for 
he was fled from the preſence of king Solomon, and 
Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt) 

T hat they ſent and called him: and Jeroboam 
and all the congregation of Iſrael came, and ſpake 
unto Rehoboam, ſaying, Thy father made our yoke 
prievous: now therefore make thou the grievous ſer- 
vice of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put 
upon us, lighter, and we will ſerve thee. 

And he ſaid unto them, Depart yet for three days, 
then come again to me. And the people departed. 
And king Rehoboam conſulted with the old men 
that ſtood before Solomon his father, while he yet 


lived, and faid, How do you adviſe, that I may an- 


{wer this people? 

And they ſpake unto him, ſaying, If thou wilt be 

a ſervant unto this people this day, and wilt ſerve 

them and anſwer them, and ſpeak good words to 

them, then they will be thy ſervants for ever. 2 
| | ut 
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But he forſook the counſel of the old men, which 
they had given him, and conſulted with the young 
men that were grown up with him, and which ſtood 
up before him: and he faid unto them, What coun- 
ſel give ye, that we may anſwer this people, Who 
have ſpoken to me, ſaying, Make the yoke which 
thy father did put upon us, lighter ? 

And the young men that were grown up with him, 
ſpake unto him, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſpeak unto 
this people that ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Thy father 
made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto 
us; thus ſhalt thou ſay unto them, My little finger 
ſhall be thicker than my father's loins, 

And now whereas my father did lade you with a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father hath 
chaſtiſed you with whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with 
ſcorpions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam 

the third day, as the king had appointed, ſaying, 
Come to me again the third day. 
And the king anſwered the people roughly, and 
forſook the old men's counſel that they gave him; 
and ſpake to them after the counſel of the young men, 
ſaying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will | 
add to your yoke ; my father alſo chaſtiſed you with 
whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. 

Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; 
for the cauſe was from the LoRD, that he might 
perform his ſaying, which the Lox D ſpake by Abyah 
the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. 
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So when all Iſrael ſaw that the king hearkened not 
unto them, the people anſwered the king, ſaying, 
What portion have we in David? neither have we 
inheritance in the ſon. of Jeſſe: to your tents O I. 
rael: now ſee to thine own houſe, David. S0 Iſracl 
departed unto their tents, 

But as for the children of Iſrael which dwelt in the 
cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

Then king Rehoboam ſent Adoram, who was over 
the tribute; and all Iſrael ſtoned him with ſtones, 
that he died: therefore king Rehoboam made ſpeed 
to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jeruſalem. 

So Iſrael rebelled againſt the houſe of David unto 
this day. 

And it came to paſs when all Ifrae] heard that Je- 
roboam was come again, that they ſent and called 
him unto the congregation, and made him king over 
all Ifrael : there was none that followed the houſe of 
David, but the tribe of Judah only. 


And when Rehoboam was come to Jeruſalem, he 
aſſembled all the houſe of Judah, with the tribe of 
Berjamin, an hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen 
men, which were warriors, to fight againſt the houſe 
of Iſrael, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam 
the ſon of Solomon. | 

But the word of Gop came unto Shemaiah the 
man of Gon, ſaying, Speak unto Rehoboam the 
fon of Solomon king of Judah, and unto all the 
bouſe of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant 


of 
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of the people, faying, Thus faith the Loxp, Ye ſhall 


not go up, nor fight againſt your brethren the chil. 
dren of Iſrael: return every man to his houſe, for 
this thing is from me. 

They hearkened therefore to the word of the 
LoRD, and returned to depart, according to the 
word of the LRD. And Rehoboam dwelt in Jeru- 
ſalem, and built cities for defence in Judah. 

And he fortified the ſtrong holds, and put captains ' 
in them, and ſtore of victuals, and of oil and wine. 

And in every ſeveral city he put ſhields and ſpears, 
and made them exceeding ſtrong, having Judah and 
Benjamin on his ſide. 

And the prieſts and the Levites, that were in all 
Iſrael, reſorted to him out of all their coaſts, 

So they ſtrengthened the kingdom of Judah, and 
made Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon ſtrong, three 
years : for three years they walked | in the way of Da- 
vid and Solomon. 

And Rehoboam made Abijah the fon of Maachah 
the chief, to be.raler among his brethren: for he 
thought to make him king. 

And he dealt- wiſely, and diſperſed of all his chil- 


dren throughout all the countries of Judah and Ben- 


jamin, unto every fenced city: and he gave them 
victual in abundance. And he deſired many wives, 

And it came to pals when Rehoboam had e'ta- 
bliſhed the kingdom, and had ſtrengthened himſelf, he 
forſook the law of the Lorp, and all Hrael with 


him. | 
Vox. III. M | And 
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And it came to paſs that in the fifth year of kins 
Rehoboam, Shiſhak king of Egypt came up againſt 
Jeruſalem, (becauſe they had tranſgreſſed againſt the 
Lord) with twelve hundred chariots, and threeſcore 
thouſand horſemen : and the people were without 
number that came with him out of Egypt, the Lu- 
bims, the Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians. 

And he took the fenced cities which pertained to 
Judah, and came to Jeruſalem. 

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, 
and to the princes of Judah that were gathered toge- 
ther to Jeruſalem becauſe of Shiſhak, and faid unto 
them, Thus faith the Loxp, Ye have forſaken me, 
and therefore, have I alſo left you in the hand of 
Shiſhak. 

Whereupon the princes of Iſrael and the king hum- 
bled themſelves : and they ſaid, The Lox is righteous. 

And when the Lord faw. that they humbled them- 
ſelves, the word of the Loxd came to Shemaiah, fay- 
ing, They have humbled themſelves, therefore I wil 
not deſtroy them, but I will grant them ſome delive- 
rance: and my wrath ſhall not be poured out upon 
Jeruſalem by the hand of Shiſhak. 

Nevertheleſs, they ſhall be his ſervants : that they 
may know my ſervice, and the ſervice of the king⸗ 
doms of the countries. 

So Shiſhak king of Egypt came up againſt Jeruſa- 
lem, and took away the treaſures of the houſe of the 
LorD, and the treaſures of the king's houſe; he took 
all: he carried away alſo the ſhields of gold which 
Solomon had made. Inſtead 
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Inſtead of which king Rehoboam made ſhields of 
braſs, and committed them to the hands of the chief 
of the guard, that kept the entrance of the king's 
houſe. | 
And when the king entered into the houſe of the 
Lokp, the guard came and fetched them, and 
brought them again into the guard-chamber. 

And when he humbled himſelf, the wrath of the 
LorD turned from him, that he would not deſtroy 
him altogether; and alſo in Judah things went well. 

So king Rehoboam ſtrengthened himſelf in Jeruſa- 
lem, and reigned. Rehoboam was one and forty 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned ſe- 
venteen years in Jeruſalem, the city which the LoRD 
had choſen out of all the tribes of Ifrael to put his 
name there. And his mother's name was Naamah 
an Ammonitels, 

And he did evil, becauſe he preparcd not his heart 
to ſeck the Lon. 

And there was war between Rehoboar and Jero- 
boam all their days. 

And Rehoboam flept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David. And Abyah luis {on 
reigned in his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


The men whom Rehoboam conſulted, were perſons who 
bad been educated with him, and quite unſkilled in ſtate af- 
fairs. Rehoboam ſeems to have been a very imprudent prince, 

Ms: or 
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or he would not have preferred the advice of ſuch ignorant 
perſons, to the counſel of thoſe, whom age and experience had 
taught wiſdom ; beſides, if he had taken a little time for reflec. 
tion, his own reaſon would have ſuggeſted, that ſuch kind ot 
threatenings as he made uſe of, were more likely to aggravate 
than to appeaſe the diſcontent. of the people. Of what nature 
the grievances they complained of were, we Cannot exactly 
tell; but it is likely, that Solomon had demanded contribu- 
tions of them, towards his unhounded expences, which they 
murmured to pay. 

Rehoboam did not endeavour to procure the favour of the 
LORD; inſtead of that, he left JERUSALEM, . where the Tru— 
PLE was, and repared to Shechem; this ſhews, that he was not 
a religious prince. The people, it is likely, ſent for Jero- 
boam from Egypt, to intimidate Rehoboam. When his ſub- 
jects revolted, the King employed a very unpromiſing method 
to conciliate them; for Adoram was collector of the tribute, and 
therefore the moſt obnoxious perſon he could ſend; as it ap- 
peared that he came to demand, what they had already refuſed 
to pay; ſo that it was natural to expect he would fall a victim 
to their rage, 

In mercy to the houſe of David, and in remembrance of his 
covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob, the Lo RD did not 
utterly forſake his people, but from this time frequently made 
known his will by means of his PROPHETS; and on the preſent 
occaſion, graciouſly ſent Shemaiah to preveht any farther con- 
teſts between the tribes, as it would be in vain for Ju to 
ſtrive againſt the Divine WILL; neither would Gop permit 
Iſrael to cut off the branch of Davin. 

We muſt not ſuppoſe, that JEROBOAM' Ss ambition, or Rt - 
14 0BOAM'S zz7prudence, were from the LORD; the original cauſe 
&f this unhappy revolution was, the introduction of IDOLATRY. 
into the land. While the king of Iſrael was careful of preſerv- 
ing the N of GoD pure and undeſiltd, he was conſidered 
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u the LoRL'5 wicegerent; and, according to the connart which 


the LoRD had graciouſly made, had reaſun in all important a- 


fairs, to expect diredlion from him by which he was bound to 


act, The SUPREM: BEIN certainly Knoweth before hand 

what every perſon <wwl do, but does not incline any one to 

vil; on the contrary, Ile has taught men the conſequences 

of good and exit; it they are objects of mercy, His PROVI- 
PENCE interpoſes for their happineſs; but if, on the contrary, 

they are im and gpprofiuic, and reject the warning he ha- 

cauſed tobe given, He Kae, them at laſt to fall into d fruition, 

The ſon of Solomon vas diffrraced, not only ior his fat her's 
apoliacy, but for neglecting to deſtray the idols, and to ſolicit 
for himſelf tlie favour of Cop; and Jeroboam's ambition was 
ſuffered to ſucceed, as the other tribes were unworthy of a 
better King, 

Temporal rewards and puniſhments are not ſo equally diſ- 
penſed as formerly, either towards kingdoms or particular 
individuals, for we are now taught to look for retribution in 
a future ſtate; but the Kingdom of Iſracl had pecaliar pro- 
miſes that no wickedneſs ſhould ſucceed againſt them, whilſt 
they continued to ſhew forth the glory of Gon; and they 
had alſo threatenings of ſevere puniſhments, if they brought 
diſhonour upon His HoLy NAME, by putting 7 idols in com- 
petition with the LORD GOD. 

Inſtead of removing the abominations, which provoked 
me LorD to withdraw His glorious PRESENCE from this once 


happy land, Rchoboam was only intent on ſtrengthening his 


kingdom by human means, and both he and his people 1n- 
creaſed in wickedneſs; but the Lokp was fill mindful of 
His covenant with David, and for hs ſake prevented the ruin 
which threatened Judah, by reſtraining Shiſhak from de- 
ſtroying them; and, that they might Know that 1t was the 


power of the Lorp that delivered them, the prophet was 
ſent beforehand to bring them to repentance, Happily for Ju- 
M 3 dah, 
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dah, they liſtened to his remonſtrances. Shiſhak was how. 
ever permitted to take the golden ſhields, which had beey 
the pride of Solomon and Rehoboam ; and alſo to deſpoil 
the Temple, which had already loſt its greateſt GLORY. 

Rehoboam ſeems to have been affected with this deliver- 
ance, and to have frequented the Temple afterwards ; but 
{till his ſervice was deficient, for he prepared not his heart 10 
do the will of the Lok. ; 

As we lately read that Solomon was married to Pharaoh's 
daughter, it appears ſtrange, that Shiſhak, king of Egypt, 
Huld come againſt his ſon ; but about this time there hap- 
pencd a revolution in Egypt, when that race of kings, from 
„hom Solomon's father-in-law deſcended, was diſpoſſeſſed 
of the throne, and was ſucceeded by another, of whom 
Slüthak was the firſt monarch. 

How was the glory of Iſrael eclipſed by the aiviſion of the 
kingdom !—Yet it was perfectly conſiſtent with Divine juſ- 
tice, that it ſhould be fo, for both Rehoboam and the people 
were undeſerving of Gop's favour. 

After the death of Solomon, we read no more of the 
(31,02y of the Lorp: appearing in the Tabernacle. From 
the time of his apoſtacy, the will of the Lornp was made 
known by Prophets, to whom, it is ſaid, the WorD of rhe 
LoRD came. The exact meaning of this expreſſion cannot 
be known, but it is underſtood to fignify, that, on particu- 
lar occaſions, the WoRD oF THE LoRD, or the Lonp 
Gop, was ſo immediately preſent with the Prophets, as to 
Tpeak by them, or employ their organs of ſpeech, to declare 
His Will, inſtead of their own ſentiments; and that the 
LoRD allo exerted a Divine energy, which directed the 
Prophets where to go, and what to do, inſtead of leaving 
thera to conſult their own reaſon for expedients, in caſes re- 
ting to their prophetic office. 
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8 E C "F- XLII. 
TAE REiGN oF JtRoBOAM KING OF LsgAERL. 


1 EN jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephra- 
im, and dwelt therein, and went out from 
thence, and built Penuel. | 
And Jeroboam ſaid in his 
dom return to the houſe of David: it this people go 
up to do ſacrifice in the houſe of the Lokp at Jeru- 
ſalem, then fhall the heart of this people turn again 
unto their lord, even to Rchoboam king of Judali, 
and they thall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam 


heart, now ſhall the king- 


king of Judah. 


Whereupon the king took counſel, and made two 
calves of gold, and ſaid unto the people, It is too much 
for you to go up to Jeruſalem : behold thy gods, O 
Iſrael, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

And he ſet the one in Beth-el, and the otiier put 
he in Dan. | LY 

And this thing became a fin : for the people went 
to worſhip before the one, even unto Dan. 

And he made an houſe of high places, and made 
prieſts of the loweſt of the people, which were not ot 
the ſons of Levi. 

And Jeroboam ordained a feait in the eighth month, 
on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feaſt 
that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar, (ſo | 
did he in Beth-el) ſacrificing unto the calves that he 

* 4 had 
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had made: and he placed in Beth-el the prieſts of the 
high places which he had made. 

So he offered upon the altar which he had made i: 
Beth-el, the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even 
in the month which he had deviſed of his own heart : 
and ordained a feaſt unto the children of Ifrae!, 
and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incenſe. 

And behold there came a man of Gop out of Ju- 
dah, by the word of the Loxp unto Beth-el: and 
Jeroboam: ftood by the altar to burn incenſe. 

And he cried againſt the altar in the word of the 
Lord, and ſaid, O altar, altar, thus faith the Lozb, 
Beno!d, a child ſhall be born unto the houſe of David, 
Joſiah by name, and upon thee ſhall he offer the 
prieſts of the high places that burn incenſe upon thee, 
and men's bones ſhall be burnt upon thee. 

And he gave a ſign the ſame day ſaying, This is 
the ſign which the Loxp hath ſpoken; Behold, the 
altar ſhall be rent, and the aſhes that are upon it ſhall 
be poured out. | 

And it came to paſs when king Jeroboam heard the 
ſaying of the man of Gor, which had cried againſt 
the altar in Beth-el, that he put forth his hand from 
the altar, ſaying, Lay hold on him. And his hand 
which he put forth againſt him, dried up, ſo that he 
could not pull it in again to him. | | 
The altar alſo was rent, and the aſhes poured out 
from the altar, according to the ſign which the man of 
Gop had given by the word of the Loa, 


And 
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And the king anſwered and faid unto the man of 
Gon, Intreat now the face of the LORD thy Gop, 
and pray for me, that my hand may be reſtored me 
again. And the man of Gop beſought the Lorp, 
and the king's hand was reſtored him again, and be- 
came as it was before. 

And the king ſaid unto the man of Gop, Come 
home with me and refreſh thyſelf, ana I will give thee 
a reward. 

And the man of God ſaid unto the king, If thou 
wilt give me half thine houſe, I will not go in with 
thee, neither will I eat bread, nor drink water in tlus 
place. | 

For fo was it charged me by the word of the Lon, 
laying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again 
by the ſame way that thou cameſt. 

So he went another way, and returned not by the 
way that he came to Beth-el. 

After this thing, Jeroboam returned not from his 
evil way, but made again of the loweſt of the people, 
prieſts of the high places: whoſoever would, he con- 


ſecrated him, and he became one of the prieſts of the 


high places. 

And this thing became ſin unto the houſe of Jero- 
boam, even to cut it off, and to deſtroy it from off 
the face of the earth. 

At that time Abijah the ſon of Jeroboam fell ſick. 

And Jeroboam ſaid to his wife, Arie, I pray thee, 
and diſguiſe thyſelf, that thou be not known to be the 
wife of Jeroboam: and get thee to Shiloh; behold, 

M 5 there 
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there is Ahijah the prophet, which told me that 1 
ſhould be king over this people. 

And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and 
a cruſe of honey, and go to him: he ſhall tell thee 
what ſhall become of the child. 

And Jeroboam's wife did fo, and aroſe and went to 
Shiloh, and came to the houſe of Ahijah: but Ahi- 
jah could not ſee, for his eyes were ſet by reaſon of 
his age. 

And the Lox p ſaid, unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife 
of Jeroboam cometh to aſk a thing of thee for her 
ſon, for he is fick: thus and thus ſhalt thou ſay unto 

her: for it ſhall be when ſhe cometh in, that ſhe ſhall 
feign herſelf to be another woman. 

And it was ſo, when Ahijah heard the ſound of her 
feet, and ſhe came in at the door, that he ſaid, Come 

in, thou wife of Jeroboam, why feigneſt thou thyſelf 
to be another? for I am ſeat to thee with heavy tid- 
ings. 5 

Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus faith the LoRD Gop of 
Ifracl, Foraſmuch as I exalted thee from among the 
people, and made thee prince over my people Iſrael. 

And rent the kingdom away from the houſe of 
David, and gave it thee; and yet thou haſt not been 
as my ſervant David, who kept my commandments, | 
and who followed me with all his heart, to do that 
only which was right in mine eyes, But haſt done 

I evil above all that were before thee: for thou haſt 
5 gone and made tliee other gods, and molten images, 
| | | 10 
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fo provoke me to anger, and haſt caſt me behind thy 


back: 
Therefore behold, I will bring evil upon the houſe 


of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every 


man, and him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, and 
will take away the remnant of the houſe of ſero- 
boam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be all 


gone. 8 


Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city, ſhall the 
dogs eat: and him that dieth in the field, ſhall tile 
towls of the air eat: for the Lord hath ſpoken it. 

Ariſe thou, therefore, get thee to thine own houſe: 
and when thy feet enter into the city, the child ſhall 
die. 55 | 

And all Iſrael ſhall mourn for him, and bury him: 
for he only of Jeroboam ſhall come to the grave, be- 
cauſe in him there is found ſome good thing toward 
the LoxD Gon of Iſrael, in the houſe of Jeroboam. 

Moreover, the Lord ſhall raiſe him up a king over 


Iſrael, who ſhall cut off the houſe of Jeroboam that 


day: For the LokD ſhall fmite Iſrael, as a reed is 
ſhaken in the water, and he thall root up Iſrael out of 


this good land, which he gave to their fathers, and 


ſhall ſcatter them beyond the river, becauſe they have 

made their groves, provoking the Lord to anger. 
And he ſhall give Iſrael up, becauſe of the fin of 

Jeroboam, who did fin, and who made Iſrael to ſin. 
And Jeroboam's wife aroſe, and departed, and 


came to Iirzah: and when ſhe came to the threſhold 


of the door, the child died. 2 
| iS VI 6 | And 
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And they buried him, and all Ifrael mourned for 
him, according to the word of the Lorp, which he 
ſpake by the hand of his ſervant Ahijah the prophet. 
And the days which Jeroboam reigned, were two 
and twenty years: and he ſlept with his fathers, and 
Nadab his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Jeroboam ſoon forgot the admonitions of the prophet, and 
brought the curſe of Gop upon himſelf by the abominable 
practice of idolatry, It ſeems that he apprehended Reho- 
boam would have the advantage, and entice the people back 
to himſelt, if Iſrael continued to reſort to the Temple at 
TeRUSALEM ; he therefore ſtudied for an expedient to pre— 
vent them, 

In Solomon's reign the people built them high places on every 
high hill, and under every green tree; and did according to all 
the abaminations of the nations, which the LORD caſt out, before 
the children of Ifracl; they were therefore eaſily induced to 
forſake the Lo RD. I. 

Jeroboam knew that he had not means to build a temple to 
vie with that of Solomon, but ſomething he thought he muſt 
do to prevent the deſertion of his people. Having reſided for 
a long time in Egypt, he wiſhed to form an alliance with that 
country, with a view to ſtrengthen his power. The Egyptians 
had two oxen which they worſhipped ; one at the city of 
Memphis, called Apis; the other at Hierapolis, called 
Mnepis ; that he might therefore gain the favour of this peo- 
ple, he matle idols in the form of theirs, and placed them 
likewiſe in different parts of his kingdom. Dan was fa- 
mous in the time of Micah, for his Teraphim ; and Bethel 
was eſteemed a ſacred place on account of Jacob's viſion of 
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the ladder, and the Loxb's frequent appearance to him; Je- 
roboam therefore contrived to pleale the Egyptians, by let- 
ting up a form of worlhip like theirs, and to gratify his own 
ſubjects in the choice of ſuch places as had long been reputed 
ſacred. 

Zoan, the city at which the new race of Egyptian kings 
reſided, was not far from the borders of Canaan, It was the 
intereſt of former kings to be upon good terms with David's 
race; but Shiſhak had cauſe to fear, that Solomon's ſon 
would be ready to join the depoſed family in Egypt; for 
this reaſon, it was politick for him to encourage Jeroboam, 
who was an uſurper alſo. | 

All the order of priefts and Levites adhered to the Tem- | 
ple ſervice, therefore they drew the diſpleaſure of Jeroboam 
upon them; and having, occaſion for miniſters, he choſe ſuch 
as we read of, This was a great act of preſumption, but. 
Jeroboam ſtopt at nothing to effect his ambitious views; 
for without the leaſt regard to the ordinances of the LoRD, 
he inſtituted new feſtivals; ſo that he totally ſubverted the 
public worſhip, and the people plunged themſelves headlong 
into the grolleſt idolatry, and entirely forſook the Loxp; 
but the Sur REME BRING, in his infinite mercy, vouchſafed 
to call them to repentance, by ſending a prophet, and work- 
ing ſuch miracles as, one would have thought, muſt have 
converted them. 

The mercy of Gop was ſhewn to Jeroboam, in warning 
him of the deſtruction he would bring on his family; and alſo 
to his ſon the good youth Abijah, by taking him into a hap- 
pier ſtate; tlvs death, which was a puniſhment to the parent, 
was a bleſſing to rhe child. | | 

The Loxp threatened by the mouth of his prophet, that 
& be would give Iſrael up, becauſe of the fin of Feroboam, who 
ad fin, and who made Iſrael to fin.” We muſt not from this 
ſuppoſe, that Iſrael would have been puniſhed for the wicked- | 

| Ts neſs, 


25% THE PROPHET's PUNISHMENT. 


nefs of their ſovereign, if the people had adhered to their duty, 
They well knew that Jeroboam's proceedings were directly 
contrary to the law of Gop; yet they willingly made them- 
ſelves partaters of his crime, and therefore deſerved to be 
given up. It is called Feroboam's fin, becauſe he introduced 
it; but the people muſt have been inclined to idolatry, or 
they would not have been fo eaſily influenced by him. 

Jeroboam and the Ifraelites were as wndeſerwving as the peo- 
ple of Judah, of Gop's Favour; and one is loſt in admira— 
tion of the divine forbearance, that they were ſuffered to re. 
mam on the face of the earth ! 
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The prediction which the prophet delivered reſpecting 
JosiAk, was a very remarkable one, and it was afterwards 
exactly accompliſhed *. We are told, that this young pro- 
phet came to a very untimely end; for he ſuffered himſelf 
to be perſuaded by another prophet, who [pretended to be 
alſo inſpired, to go to hig houſe, inſtead of obeying the Lok D's 
commands, which he had received himſelf by divine inſpira- 
tion to puniſh him for thus inconſiderately preferring the 
word of @ man to the word of Gop, he was torn to-pieces 
by a lion (to ſave him from which, he was perhaps directed 
to return home another way.) This puniſhment appears 
very ſevere, becauſe it ſeems that he really thought the old 
prophet ſpake truth; but we may ſuppoſe, Gop permitted 
him to be Main for a warning to others, which was particu- 
larly neceſſary in the land of Iſrael in thoſe times; and when- 
ever it is the Diving WILL to inflict judgments, which to 
human apprehenſion appear undeſerved; we mult recollect, 
that his life is not the whole of our exiſtence, but there is a 
future flate, where GoD will bring every work into judgment; 
aud curry ſecret thought, whether it be good, or aubether it be evil, 


* 1 Kings xiil. 20, &c. 
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SET. II. 


TAE REICN or ABIJAM, CALLED ALSO ABIJAH 
KING or JUDAHN. 


OW in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, reigned Abyam over Ju- 


Three years reigned he in Jeruſalem; and he 
walked in all the fins of his father, which he had done 
before him: and his heart was not perfect with the 
Lord his Gop, as the heart of David his father. 

Nevertheleſs, for David's ſake did the LoR PD his 
Gop give him a lamp in Jeruſalem, to ſet up his 
ſon after him, and to eſtabliſh Jeruſalem : becauſe 
David did that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lok, and turned not aſide from any thing that he 
commanded him all the days of his lite, fave only in 
the matter of Uriah the Hittite. | 

And there was war between Rehoboam and Jero- 
boam all the days of his life, 

And Abijam ſet the battle in array with an army 
of valiant men of war, even four hundred thouſand 
choſen men. Jeroboam alſo ſet the battle in array 
againſt him with eight hundred thouſand choſen men, 
being mighty men of valour, 

And Abijam ſtood up upon mount Zemaraim, 
which is in mount Ephraim, and faid, Hear me, 
thou Jeroboam, and all Iſrael, 

Ought 
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Ought ye not to know, that the Loxy Go of If- 
rael gave the kingdom over Iſrael to Lavid for ever, 
even to him and to his ſons by a covenant of falt ? 

Yet Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, the ſervant of So- 
lomon the ſon of David, is riſen up and hath rebelled 
againſt his lord. 

And there are gathered unto him vain men the chil- 
dren of Belial, and have ſtrengthened themſelves 
againſt Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon, when Reho- 
boam was young and tender-hearted, and could not 
withſtand them. 

And now ye think to withſtand the kingdom of 
the LokD in the hand of the ſons of David; and ye 
be a great multitude, and there are with you golden 
calves, which Jeroboam made you for gods. 

Have ye not caſt out the prieſts of the Loxp the 
ſons of Aaron, and the Levites, and have made you 
prieſts after the manner of the nations of other lands? 
ſo that whoſoever cometh to coniecrate himſelf with 
a young bullock and ſeven rams, the fame may be a 
prieſt of them that are no gods, 

But as for us, the LoRD is our Gon, and we 
have not forfaken him : and the prieſts which miniſ- 
ter unto the LoxD are the ſons of Aaron, and the Le- 
vites wait upon their buiinels : And they burn unto 
the Lorp every morning and every evening burnt- 
ſacrifices and ſweet incenſe: the ſhew-bread alſo ſet 
they in order upon the pure table ; and the candle- 

ſtick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn every 
evening: 
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evening: for we keep the charge of the Lok p our 
Gop: but ye have forfaken him. 

And behold, Gop himſelf is with us for our cap- 
tain, and his prieſts with ſounding trumpets to cry 
alarm againſt you. O children of Iſrael, figlit ye not 
again! the Lozp Gop of your fathers ? for ye ſhall 
not proſper, 

But Jeroboam cauſed an ambuſhment to come 
about behind them : for they were before q udah, and 
the ambuſhment was behind them. 

And when Judah looked back, behold, the battle 
was before and behind: and they cried unto the Log p, 
and the prieſts ſounded n the trumpets. 

Then the men of Judah gave a ſhout: and as the 
men of Judah ſhoutec, it came to paſs, that Gop 
{mote jeroboam and al! Ifrael before Abijam and 
Tudali, 

And the children of }ſrael led before Judah: and 
Gop delivered them into their hand, 

And Abjjam and his people flew them with a great 
ſlaughter : ſo there fell down ſlain of Iſrael five hun- 
dred thouſand choſen men. 

Thus the children of iſrael were brought under at 
that time, and the children of Judah prevailed, be- 
cauſe they relied upon the Lord Gor of their 
fathers. | | 

And Abijam pur 3 after Jeroboam, and took 
cities from him, Bethel with the towns thereof, and 
Jeſhano} with the towns thereof, and Ephrain with 
the towns thereof, 
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Neither did Jeroboam recover ſtrength again in the 
days of Abijam, and the Loxp ſtruck him, and he 
died. | 

But Abyam waxed mighty, and married fourteen 
wives, and had twenty and two ſons, and ſixteen 
daughters, | 

And the reſt of the acts of Abyam, and his ways 
and his ſayings, are written in the ſtory of the prophet 
Iddo. 7 

And Abyam flept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city of David; and Aſa his fon reigned in 
his ſtead. | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


In the ſpeech which Abijam addreſſed to Jeroboam and the 


Iſraelites, calling upon them in the name of the Lord to forſake 
 1dolatry, and return to their duty, he acted agreeably to the 


will of God, and as became the deſcendant of David: Jero- 
boam on the contrary, preſumpruouyfly oppoſed the LoRD, and 
depending on his ſuperior army, reſolved to attempt the deſ- 
truction of Judah, though he had formerly been forbidden by a 
divine command, to lift up his hand againſt the race of Da- 
vid: the Lox, therefore not only delivered Judah, but 
enabled Abijam, by His Almighty power, to obtain a won» 


derful victory over the Iſraelites ; and we are taught to re- 


gard the Divine interpaſition on this occaiion, as a proof of 
Gop's remembrance of David, to whom he had promiſed, 
that his fidelity ſhould be finally rewarded by bleſſings on his 
poſterity, though for reaſons which muſt appear juſt, they 

would be afllicted for a time. | 
If Abijam and the people of Judah had continued ſteadfaſt 
in the principles which ſeem to have actuated them on this 
| occaſion, 


19 1 
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occaſion, the favour of the Lokp would have remained with 
them for their own ſakes: but we are told, that this king 
tballed in all the fins of his father, for he removed not the 
high places, neither did he deſtroy idolatry, as he might 
have done, when he had Bethel in his power ; and found by 
experience, that not only his people would ſtand by him in 
the attempt, but that he had the greateſt reaſon to expect, 
that the LorD: would Himſelf afliſt him in the vindication of 
Ilis honour: for this neglect, it is likely that the LozD 
fhortened the days of Abijam. 


S E CT, XIIV. 


Tk REIGN of NADAB KING Or ISRAEL, 


ND Nadab the fon of feroboam began to reign 

A over Iſrael, in the ſecond year of Afa king of 
Judah, and reigned over Iſrael two years. 

And he did evil in the fight of the Lord, and 

walked in the way of his father, and in his fin where- 


with he made Iſrael to fin, 
And Baaſha the fon of Ahijah, of the houſe of Iſſa- 


char, conſpired againſt him; and Baaſha ſmote him 


at Gibbethon, which belongeth to the Philiſtines, 
(for Nadab, and all Iſrael laid ſiege to Gibbethon) 


IHE REICN of BAASHA, KING OF ISRAEL. 


And Baaſha did evil in the geht of the LorD, and 
walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his fin where- 
with he made [Iſrael to ſin, 


And 


360 THE LORD's THREATENINGS. 


And it came to pals when he reigned, that he ſinote 
all the houſe of jeroboam, he let not to jeroboam 
any that breathed, until he had d-itroyed him, accord- 
ing unto the fayirg of the Loxp, which he ſpake by 
his ſervant Ahijah the Shilonite. 

Becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam which he ſinned, 
and which he made iſrael to fin, by his provocation 
wherewith he provoked the Lond Go of AHracl to 
anger. 

And there was war between Afa and Baaſha king 
of lirael all their days. 

Then the word of the Lox vo came to Jehu the fon 
of Hanani, againſt Baaſha, ſaying, Foraſmuch as 1 
exalted thee out of the duſt, and made thee prince over 
my people Iſrael, and thou ha walked in the way or 
Jeroboam, and haſt made my people iſrael to fin, to 
provoke me to anger with their fins: 

Behold, I will take away the poſterity of Baaſha, 
and the poſterity of his houſe; and will make thy 
houſe like the houſe of ſeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 

Him that dieth of Baaſha in the city, ſhall the dogs 
eat: and him that dieth of his in the fields, ſhall the 
fowls of the air cat. 

So Baaſha ſlept with his fathers, and was b in 
Tirzah, and Elah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

And alſo by the hand of the prophet Jehu the ſon 
of Hanani, came the word of the Lonp againſt Ba- 
aſha, and againſt his houſe, even for all the evil that 
he did in the fight of the Lonp, in provoking him to 


anger 
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anger with the work of his hands, in being like the 
houſe of jeroboam, and becaule he killed him. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Nadab's wicked reizn was of ſhort duration, for he ſhut 
himſelf totally out from Gop's favour by idolatrous practices 
and hardened obduracy, and therefore the treachery of Baaſha 
was ſuffered to ſucceed againſt him. The cruelty of this am- 
bitious man in deſtroying fo many of his predeceſſor 5 relations, 
proceeded from his own had heart, and was therefore reckoned 
amongſt the crimes for which he was cut off. Baaſha did not 
act in conſequence of any expreſs command from Gop to de- 
ſtroy the poſterity of Jeroboam, but in order to uſurp the 
" throne, and was therefore guilty of murder. We muſt not ſup- 
pole that he was 7»/f;gared by Gop, but only that he was nor 
reſtrained, as he would have been, if Jeroboam and his family 
had endeavoured to ſecure the Divine protection. We have 
already met with in{tances in the courſe of this hiſtory, of 
the Lokp's taking compaſſion on repentant ſinners, and pre- 
venting that deſtruction which would have fallen on them if 
they had perſiſted in their fin, particularly in the caſe of 
David. Jeroboam and his race wo d have been preſerved 
in like manner, if they had imitated David's example: ſo that 
the LokD might jultly ſay to Baaſha, by the mouth of his pro- 
phet, Foraſmuch as T exalted thee out of the duft, and made thee 
prince over my people Tfrael, &c. becauſe it would have been 
impoſſible for Baaſha to have exalted himf-lf, contrary to the 
Divine WILL. | 

We have cauſe to admire the goodneſs and juſtice of Gop 
in every inſtance, for they were both diſplayed, even in his 
diſpenſations towards thoſe bad Kings, who reliſted his autho- 
rity and detpiſed his power. | 


8. E. e I. 
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T. XV. 
Tre REIGN of AsA KING or JuDan. 


80 Abijam ſlept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city of David. And Aſa his fon 
reigned in his ſtead. In his days the land was quiet 
ten years. 

And Afa did that which was good and right in the 


eyes of the Logp his Gop. 
For he took away the altars of the ſtrange gods, and 


the high places, and brake down the images, and cut 


down the groves. 
And commanded Judah to ſeek the Loxd Gop of 


their fathers, and to do the law and the command- 


ment. 


Alſo he took away out of all the cities of Judah the 
high places and the images: and the kingdom was 
quiet before him. 

And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land 
had reſt, and he had no war in thoſe —_ 3 becauſe 


the LoRp had given him reſt, 
Therefore he {aid unto Judah let us build theſe 


cities; and make about them walls and towers, gates 
and bars, while the land is yet before us; becauſe we 
have ſought the LORD our Gop, we have ſought 
him, and he hath given us reſt on every ſide. So they 
built and proſpered. 


And 


AS A's PRAYER. 263 


And Aſa had an army of men that bare targets and 
ſpears, out of Judah three hundred thouſand, and out 
of Benjamin, that bare ſhields and drew bows, two 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand: all theſe were mighty 
men of valour. 

And there came out againſt them Zerah the Ethi- 
opian with an hoſt of a thouſand thouſand, and 
three hundred chariots: and he came unto Ma- 
reſhah. 

Then Aſa went out againſt him, and they ſet the 
battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mare- 
ſhah. 

And Afa cried unto the LoR D his Gop, and ſaid, 
Lo, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with . them that have no power, help us, 
O LoxD our Gon, for we reſt on thee, and in thy 
name we go againſt this multitude, O Loy, thou 
art our Gop; let not man prevail againſt thee. 

So the LorD ſmote the Ethiopians before Aſa, and 
before Judah: and the Ethiopians fled, 

And Aſa and the people that were with him purſued 
them unto Gerar: and the Ethiopians were over- 
thrown, that they could not recover themſelves: for 
they were deſtroyed before the LORD and before his 
hoſt; and they carried away very much ſpoil. _ 

And they ſmote all the cities round about Gerar; 
for the fear of the LoxD came upon them: and they 
ipotled all the cities: for there was exceeding much 

ſpoil in them. e 3585 
They 
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They ſmote allo the tents of cattle, and carried away 
ſheep and camels in abundance, and returned to Jeru- 
ſalem. | 

And the Spirit of Gop came upon Azariah the fon 
of Odcd. 

And he went out to meet Aſa, and faid unto him, 
Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah and Benjamin; the 
Lord is with you, while ye be with him, and if ye 
ſeek him, he will be found of you, but if ye forſake 
him, he will forſake you. 

Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael hath been without the 


true Gop, and without a teaching prieſt, and with- 


out law. 
But when they in their trouble did turn unto the 


Lorp Gop of iſrael, and ſought him, he was found 


of them. 

And in thoſe times there was no peace to him that 
went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexa- 
tions were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. 

And nation was deliroyed of nation, and city of 
city: for Gop did vex them with all adverſity. _ 

Be ye ſtrong therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak: for your work ſhali be rewarded. 

And when Aſa heard theſe words, and the prophecy 
of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away 
the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and 
Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken 
from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the 
LoRD that was before the porch of the Lok p. 


And 
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And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the 
ſtrangers with them out of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, 
and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Iſrael 
in abundance, when they ſaw that the Lon» his Gop 
was with him. 

So they gathered themſelves together in Jeruſalem 
in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign + 
of Aſa. 

And they offered unto the Lon the ſame time, 
of the ſpoil which they had brought, ſeven hundred 
oxen, and {even thouſand ſheep. 

And they entered into a covenant to ſeek the Loꝝx v 
Gop of their fathers, with all their heart and with 
all their ſoul; that whoſocver would not feck the 
Lorp Gop of Iſrael, ſhould be put to death, whe- 
ther ſmall or great, whether man or woman, 

And they iware unto the Lorp with a loud voice, 
and with ſhouting, and with trumpets, and with 
cornets. 

And all Judah rgoiced at the oath: for they had 
ſworn with all their heart, and ſought him with their 
« whole deſire, and he was found of them: and the 
Lon gave them reſt round about, | 

And alſo concerning Maachah the mother of Af 
the king, he removed her from being queen, becauſe 
ſhe had made an idol in a grove : and Aſa cut down 


her idol and ſtamped it, and burned ! it at the braok 
Kidron. 
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But the high places were not taken away out of Iſ- 
rael : nevertheleſs, the heart of Aſa was perfect all 
his days. | 

And there was no more war unto the five and thir- 
tieth year of the reign of Aſa. 

In the fix and thirtieth year of the reign of Aſa, 
Baaſha king of Iſrael came up againſt Judah, and 
built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none 
go out or come in to Aſa king of Judah. 


Then Aſa brought out filver and gold out of the 


treaſures of the houſe of the LozD, and of the king's 
houſe, and ſent to Benhadad, king of Syria, that 
dwelt at Damaſcus, ſaying, There is a league be- 
tween me and thee, as there was between my father 
and thy father : bchold, I have ſent thee filver and 
gold; go break thy league with Baaſha, king of Iſ- 
racy, tnat he may depart from me. 

And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Aſa, and 


ſent the captains of his armies againſt the cities of 
Iſrael: and they ſmote Ton and Dan, and Abel- 


maim, and all the ſtore cities of Naphthali. 
And it came to paſs, when Baaſha heard it, that 
he left off building of Ramah, and let his work ceaſe. 


'Then'Afa the king took all Judah; and they car- 


ried away the ſtones of Ramah, and the timber there- 
of, v-herewith Baaſha was building; and he built 
therewith Geba and Mizpah. 


And at that time Hanani the ſeer came to Aſa king 
of Judah, and faid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt relied | 


on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy 


Gon, 


7777 ates WG. a 


THE DEATH OF ASA. 267 


Gop, therefore is the hoſt of the king of Syria eſca- 
ped out of thine hand, 

Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge 
hoſt, with very many chariots and horſemen ? yet, 
becauſe thou didſt rely on the Lokp, he delivered 
them into thine hand, 

For the eyes of the LoRD run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf 
of them whoſe heart is perfect towards him. Herein 
thou haſt done fooliſhly : therefore from henceforth 
thou ſhalt have wars. | 

Then Aſa was wroth with the ſeer, and put him 
in a priſon-houſe; for he was in a rage with him be- 
cauſe of this thing. And Aſa oppreſſed ſome of the 
people the ſame time. | 
And Aſa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign 
was diſeaſed in his feet, until his diſeaſe was exceed- 
ing great: yet in his diſeaſe he ſought not to the 
LorD, but to the phylicians. 

And Aſa flept with his fathers, and died in the 
one and fortieth year of his reign. 

And they buried him in his own ſepulchres, which 
he had made for himſelf in the city of David, and laid 
him in the bed which was filled with ſweet odours and 
divers kinds of ſpices prepared by the apothecaries 
art : and they made a very great burning for him, 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Happily for himſelf, as well as for the land of Judah, Ata 
was, in the beginning of his reign, a prince of a very differ. 
ent diſpoſition from his father Abijam. He employed the 
peace with which he was bleſſed, in reforming many abuſes, 
and made great advances towards extirpating idolatry, and 
tor this purpoſe deſtroyed all the high places in which there 
were any altars erected to ſtrange gods“, but did not venture 
to take away thoſe where Gop alone was worſhipped, be- 
cauſe they were at that time regarded as ſacred, on account 
of the tormer appearance of Gop, or ſome other miraculous 
event, | 

Maachah, the mother of Afa, is ſuppoſed to have been 
not only an idolatreſs, but a pricſtels to one of the idols: the 
King's behaviour to her was therefore perfectly conſiſtent 
with his duty to Go. 

It ſeems that Abifall in his reign, had ſet aſide, according 
to uſual cuſtom, ſome of the ſpoil to be dedicated to the 
LoKD; but his piety did not continue long enough for him 
to compleat his purpole, 

Zerah, the king who invaded Jeruſalem, is ſuppoſed to 
have come from Arabia: notwithſtanding he brought ſuch 
an aſtoniſhing army, his attempt was fruitleſs; for as lirac! 
confided in the Loxp, the rack of their ſolvation, it was in 
vain for h::man power to Erive againſt them. Though Gop 
did not in thoſe days honour his people with a e teten 
of His immediate PRESENCE in the Tabernacle, He {till gave 


repeated proofs that He was near at hand, to hear their pray- 


ers, and lend them afliſtance, if they would but feek Him 
with a willing heart, His ſervants, the prophets, were oC- 


* This explanation accounts ſor the ſeeming diſagreement between 


ch. xiv. ver. 2, of the 24 of Chron. and ch. xv. ver. 12. of the iſt 


ct Kings. Sce Patrick's Comment. 
| caſionally 


1 
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caſionally ſent to admoniſh and encourage them, that they 
might not forget the promiſes made to their forefathers, nor 
fall into deſpair from the apprehenſion, that Gop had ut- 
terly forſaken them. 

As long as Aſa continued to rely on the T,0RD, he was 
blefled with proſperity ; but we find his zeal abated, and in- 
ſtcad of applving to Gop, as on a former occaſion, he en- 
gaged the aid vi the king of Syria, by means ot ſome of the 
treaſures of the Houſe of Gop. In this Aſa committed a 
creat fin ; for though, in caſes of extreme neceility, the peo- 
ple of Gobp were allowed to employ tlungs ſacred in the 
defence of their country, tiey had no. ſuch .pretence here. 
Gop had wonderfully protected them againſt the Ethiopian 
king, why, thereiore, ſhould Afa doubt the efficacy of Di- 
vine power to overcome Baaſha? Beſides, it was an act 
unworthy of-a king of Judah, to bribe any one to break a 
league or covenant; and we learn, that if he had not taken 
this ſtep, the Lorp would have delivered the Syrians into 
his hand: for in reſpect to the riſe and fall of kingdoms, no- 
thing happens by chance; the cyes of the LORD run 70 and 
fro throughout the waoLe EARTH, io e h:mpelf ſtrong in 
behalf of thoſe whoſe heart is perfect towards him, 

The prophet Hanani was ſent to reprove Aſa: he did not 
receive this prophet with thankfulneſs, as he onght to have 
done; but affronted the honour of the LoRD, by behaving 
with cruelty to his ſervant, and proceeded to the oppreſſion 
of his ſubjects alſo. The King was, it ſeems, afflicted with 
a diſeaſe in his feet, ſuppoſed to have been the gout; this 
made him fretful and impatient; but no excuſe can be made 
for his diſtruſting Gop, and depending entirely on the phy- 
ſicians, becauſe medicines can only prove efficacious by 
God's bleſſing; if we pray for that, we may hope for relief 
by the means He has graciouſly appointed, to exſe our pains, 
and reſtore health to the body, | 
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In one part of this ſection, it is ſaid, that A/a's heart gb, 
Perfect all his days. We are not to underſtand from this, th: 
he made no deviations from his duty: on the contrary, we 
find he committed great offences: this expreſſion therefore 
means, that he never diſcovered any inclination to for. 
take the worſhip of the Lob, but continued, to the end 

F his life, to diſcountenance idolatry. 

We are told that a great burning was made for Afi; 5) 
which is ſuppoſed to be meant, that he ordered his body tv 
be burnt with a great quantity of ſpices and perfumes, and 
his bones and aſhes to be collected and buried in a ſepulchre 
which he had provided, inſtead of being interred, as the 
cuſtom of the Jews then was. 


EF. IV. 
TER REION OF ELan, King or ISRAEL. 


15. the twenty and ſixth year of Aſa king of Judah, 
began Elah the ſon of Baaſha to reign over ur ac! 
in Tirzah. 

And his ſervant Zimri (captain of half his chariots) 
conſpired againſt him as he was in Tirzah, drinking 
himſelf drunk in the houſe of Arza ſteward of his houſe 
in Tirzah. | 

And Zimri went in and ſmote him, and killed him, 
in the twenty and ſeventh year of Aſa king of Judah, 
| and reigned in his ſtead, 

Nov the reſt of the acts of Elah, and all that he 
did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Ilrae! ? 

THE 


{ 
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And it came to paſs when Zimri began to reign, as 
ſoon as he ſat on the throne, he flew all the men of 
the houſe of Baaſha, he left him not one either of his 
kinsfolk or of his friends. 

Thus did Zimri deſtroy all the houle of Baaſha, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lorp, which he ſpake 
againſt Baaſha by Jehu the prophet; For all the ſins 
of Baaſha, and the ſins of Elah his fon, by which they 
ſinned, and by which they made Iſrael to ſin, in pro- 
voking the Loxzd Gop of Iſrael to anger with their 
vanities. | 

In the twenty and ſeventh year of Afa king of Ju- 
dah, did Zimri reign ſeven days in Tirzah: and the 
people were encamped againſt Gibbethon, which be- 
longed to the Fhiliſtines. 

And the people that were encamped heard ſay, 
Eimri hath conſpired, and hath alſo flain the king: 
wherefore all Iſrael made Omri the captain of the hoſt, 
king over Iſrael that day in the camp. 

And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Iſrael 
with him, and they beſieged Tirzah. 

And it came to paſs when Zimri ſaw that the city 
was taken, that he went into the palace of the king's 
houſe, and burnt the king's houſe over him with fire, 
and died, for his fins which he ſinned in doing evil 
in the ſight of the Lox, in walking in the way of Je- 
roboam, and in his fin which he did to make Iſracl 
ſin. 
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Now the reſt of the acts of Zimri, and his treafotr 


that he wrought, are they not written in the book of 


the chronicles of the king's of Iſrael? 


OMRI AND TIBENI KINGS oF ISRAEL. 


Then were the people of Iſrael divided into two 
parts: half of the people followed Fibni the fon of Gi- 
nath, to make him king; and halt followed Omri. 

But the people that followed Omri, prevailed 
againit the people that followed T'ibni the ſon of 
Ginath : fo Lübni died, and Omri reigned. 

In the thirty-firſt year of Aſa king of Judah began 
mri to reign over Iſraęl twelve years: 
reigned lie in Lirzah. 

And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer, for 
two talents of ſilver, and built on the hill, and called 
thename of the city which he built, after the name of 


{ix ) Car 2 


Shemer, owner of the hill Samaria. 


But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Loxp, 
2nd did worſe than all that were betore him. 

For he walked in all the ways of Jeroboam the fon 
of Nebat, and in his fin wherewith he made Iſrael to 
ſin, to provoke the LoRD Gop of Iſrael to anger with 
their vanities. 

So Omri ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in 
Samaria, and Ahab his fon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOT ATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


The threatning which the LorD denounced by the prophet 


Fehu the ſon of Hanani, againſt the family of BARNS, that thay 


Heal 


ſhould be cut off Itke the houſe of Jeroboam, was ſoon exactly ful- 
filled; but Zimri, who deſtroyed them, imitated wicked je- 
roboam in his idolatrous practices, for which his life and reign 
were ſhortened. He died by his own hand, but might ſtill be 
faid zo be cut off by the LoRD, becauſe he would have been pre- 
ſerved from deſpair, if he had not given himſelf up to incorri- 
gible wickedneſs, 

Is is ſaid of Omri, that he did worſe than all who were be- 
fore him; from whence we may conjecture, that he intro- 
duced more abominable idolatries than even Jeroboam did, 
and compelled the Iſraelites to worſhip the calves, and by 


ſevere laws, (called in another part of {cripturc the ffatutes of 


Omri reſtrained them from going to Jeruſalem to worſhip, 


All the kings who had reigned over Iſracl from the time of 


the diviſion of the kingdom, were remarkable for their 1m- 


piety. 
. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF JEHosHA- 
PHAT KING Or JUDAH. 


ND Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Aſa reigned in the 


ſtead of his father, and ſtrengthened himſelf 


againſt Iſrael. 

And he placed forces in all the fencedcities of Judah 
and ſet garriſons in all the land of Judah, and in the ct- 
ties of Ephraimwhich Afa his father had taken. 

And the Loxp was with Jchoſhaphat, becauſe he 
walked in the firſt ways of his father Aſa, and fought 


not unto Baalim; But ſought to the LoRD GOD of 


his father David, and walked in his commandments, 
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Therefore the Lok p eſtabliſhed the kingdom in his 
hand; and all Judah brought to Jehoſhaphat preſents; 


and he had riches and honour in abundance. 


And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Log p: 
moreover, he took away the high places and groves 
out of Judah. 

And Jehoſhaphat waxed great exceedingly: and he 
built in Judah caſtles, and cities of ſtore. 

And he had much buſineſs in the cities of Judah: 
and the men of war, mighty men of valour, Were in 


Jeruſalem, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


We find, that GoD was perfefly true to his promiſes; for 
whenever the king and people, either of Iſrael or Judah, were 
mindful of their duty, he bleſſed them with proſperity ; and as 
conſtantly brought adverſity upon them, when they forſook his 
cob : if they would but have been a righreovs people, what 
happineſs might they have enjoyed! what miſeries would they 
have eſcaped! 


NT. 


Jehoſhaphat ſeems to have been educated with great care, 
and to have received from his father“, early impreſſions of pi- 
ety, He began his reign with that diſpoſition of mind which 
his ſtation required, and endeavoured to bring about a tho— 
rough reformation in Judah. He not only took away the high 
places, but ſent to his princes, to teach in the cities of Judah, 
and with them he ſent prieſts and Lewvites, who had the book * the 
law with them. 


It is ſuppoſed that the word Aſa, ſhould be ſubſtituted for David, 
in the xviiith ch. of 2d Chron. 


It 
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It* is ſuppoſed that the princes admoniſhed the people, and 
required them to obſerve the Law, which the prieſts and Le- 
vites came to explain; obliging them to treat thoſe who were 

ſent by the king's command on ſo important an errand, with 

reſpect, and hear them with attention. In thoſe days there 
was, what is properly called by one of the prophets, a ſpirirzal 
famine. There were then no publick ſynagogues, nor pub- 
lick teachers, as there were afterwards inſtituted; and the 
people were fallen into ſuch a ſtate of general ignorance, 
that there was ſcarcely a copy of the law to be found in the 
whole country; for which reaſon it was thought adviſeable 
and necellary, for the prieſts and Levites to carry one with 
them. 

We read, that Jehoſhaphat's ſubjects amounted to an aſto- 
niſhing number; his valiant men are computed at 1,190,090. 
His dominions included not only Judah and Benjamin (which 
were incorporated fo as to become one tribe) but reached into 
the tribes of Dan, Ephraim, and Simcon, into Arabia, and 
the country of the Philiſtines : in a word, from Beerſheba to 
the mountains of Ephraim one way, from Jordan to the Medi- 
terrancan Sea another, The Levites alſo, whom Jeroboam 
thruſt ont, joined themſelves to Judah; and multitudes of 
other perions who abhorred idolatry, followed them from all 
parts of iſrael. There were, betides, great numbers of f9- 
reigners in Judah; ſo that we may eaſily conceive, Jero290- 
um's kingdom to have been a3 populous as it is repreſented, 

The great pains this good king took to propagate religion, 
not only procured him the favour of Gop, but gained the 
hearts of his ſubje&ts; and the Lo Rx ſtruck ſuch a dread of 
him into his enemies, that inſteat of invading his dominions, 
the Philiſtines came voluntarily, and paid hima tribute which 
had been ſuſpended for many years; and the Arabians alfo 
{ent a great number of flocks and herds, as an acknowledg- 
ment of their howage. 

* See Stackhouſe on the Bible, 
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TE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF AHAB KinG 
oF ISRRAEL—AND oF THE LITE OF EL1Jan 
THE PROPHET. 


AND in the thirty-cighth year of Aſa king of Ju- 
dah, began Ahab the ſon of Omri to reign 
over Iſrael in Samaria. 

And Ahab the ſon of Omri did evil in the fight of 
the LoRD, above all that were before him. 

And it came to paſs, as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the ſins of Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat; that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of 
Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and ferved 
Baal, and worthipped him. 

And he reared up an altar for Baal, in the houſe of 
Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 


And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to. 
provoke the LORD Gop of Iſrael to anger, than al! 
the kings of Iſrael that were before him. 

In his days did Hiel the Berth-elite build Jericho: 
he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram, his firſt- 
born, and ſet up the gates thereof in his youngeſt ſon 
Segub, according to the word of the Lord which he 
ſpake by Joſhua the ſon of Nun. 

And Elijah the Tithbite who was of the inhabitants 
ct Gilead, ſaid unto Ahab, As the LoxD Gop of 

Iſrael 
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Iſrael liveth, before whom I ſtand, there ſhall not be 
dew nor rain theſe years, but according to my word. 
And the word of the LORD came unto Elijah, ſay- 
ing, Get thee hence, and turn thee eaſtward, and hide 
thyſelf by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordon, 
And it ſhall be that thou ſhalt drink of the brook, 
and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there, 
do he went, and did according unto the word of the 
Lonp: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, 
{nat is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
bread and fleſh in the morning, and bread and fleth 
in the evening: and he drank of the brook. 
And it came to paſs after a while that the brook 
dried up, becaule there had been no rain in the land. 
And Jezebel ſent to deſtroy all the prophets in the 
land. And Obadiah hid a hundred of them in a 
cave, and fed them with bread and water. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


We find, that there was at this time a creat contraſt be- 
tween the ro kingdoms ; for whilit the king of Judah was 
excrting every means for propagating true religion, the king of 
Ll frael employed himſelf in exal:ing idols. Ahab not only con- 
tinued the worſhip of the calves, which Jeroboam had ſet up, 
but married Jezebel, the daugltter of Ethbaal, king of Tyre, 
whom he ſuffered to introduce new abominations; and to 
gratify her impiety, he built an altar to Baal. 

That Ahab might not plead the example of his father, 
and pretend ignorance of the LORD, Elijah the prophet was 
oracioully ſent to warn and admoniſh him. Theſbe, the 
birth-place of this extraordinary perſon, was on the other fide 
Jordan in the land of Gad. He is ſuppoſed to have been the 

| | father 
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father or chief of the prophets of the age, a man of a great and 
elevated ſoul, of a generous and undaunted ſpirit, a zealous 
defender of the laws of Gop, and ajuſt avenger of a viol- 
tion of his honour. 


It was the Lokp's will to ſend a famine on Iſrael; and 


that Ahab might not impute it to natural cauſes, Elijah in- 
formed him, that it was the hand of Gop, who denied the 
uſual refreſhments to the earth, for the wickedneſs of him 
and his people, and that the drought ſhoutd continue. 

As the Lo Rp foreſaw that the completion of this prediction 
would draw Ahab's reſentment upon Elijah, in order to pre- 
ſerve this prophet from the cruel effetis of the king's rage, 
and to ſhew his almighty power, Goo commanded Elijah to 
retire to the brook Cherith, which was near the river Jordan, 

If we had not been told that the Loxp ſent the ravens, 
which fed Elijah, it would be quite aſtoniſhing to think, 
that creatures ſo voracious, and ſeemingly of ſuch a crue! 
nature, fhould perform ſo kind an office; but with this ex- 
planation the wonder ceaſes, for all things are pofjible 10 GOD, 
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ELIIAH AND THE Wibow of ZAREPHATH. 


A ND the word of the Lord came unto Elijjak, 
ſaying, Ariſe, get thee to Zarephath, which 
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there, behold I have 
commmanded a widow woman there to ſuſtain thee. 

So he aroſe, and went to Zarephath: and when he 
came to the gate of the city, behold the widow woman 
was there gatheling of ſticks: and he called to her, 
and ſaid, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a 


veſſel, that I may drink, 
as Bites * Al 
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And as ſhe was going to fetch it, he called to her, 
and ſaid, Bring me, I pray thee, a morſel of bread in 
thine hand. 

And ſhe ſaid, As the Lokp thy Gop liveth, I 
have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, 
and a little oil in a cruſe: and behold, I am gather- 
ing two flicks, that I may go in, and dreſs it for me 
and my ſon, that we may eat it, and die, 

And Elijah ſaid unto her, Fear not; go and do as 
thou haſt ſaid: but make me thereof a little cake firſt, 
and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for 
thy ſon. 8 

For thus ſaith the Loxd Gop of Iſrael, The bar- 
rel of meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the cruſe of oil 
fail, until the day that the Logp ſendeth rain upon 
the earth. 

And the went and did according to the ſaying of 
Elijah: and ſhe and her houſe did eat many dayͤs. 

And the barrel of meal waſted not, neither did the 
cruſe of oil fail, according the word of the Logo which 
. he ſpakeby Elijah. 

And it came to paſs after theſe things, that the 
ſon of the woman, the miſtreſs of the houſe fell ſick, 
and his ſickneſs was fo ſore, that there was no breath _ 
left in him. a 

And ſhe ſaid unto Elijah, What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of Gop ? art thou come unto me to 
call my ſin to remembrance, and to ſlay my ſon? 


And 
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And he ſaid unto her, Give me thy ſon. And. he 
took him out of her boſom, and carried him up into 
a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own 
bed. 

And he cried unto the Loxp, and ſaid, O Lorn 
my Gop, haſt thou alſo brought evil upon the wi- 
dow, with whom I ſojourn, by ſlaying her ſon ? 

And he ſtretched himſelf upon the child thrc2 

times, and cried unto the Lord, and faid, O Lorn 
my God, I pray thee, let this child's ſoul come into 
him again. 

And the Loxp heard the voice of Elijah, and the 
ſoul of the child. came into him again, and he re- 
vived. | 

And Elijah took the child, and brought him down. 
out of the chamber into the houſe, and delivered him 
unto his mother: and Elijah ſaid, See, thy ſon liv- 
eth. 

And the woman faid to Elijah, Now by this I know 
that thou art a man of Gop, and that the word of the 
Loxrp in thy mouth is truth. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The place to which Elijah was ſent, was a city of Sidon, or 
Zidon. Our Savioux Himſelf intimates, that there was 
ſomething in the character of the widow of Zarephath, which 
rendered her an object of Divine compaſſion, in preference 


to all the widows in Zidon*; and the Apoſtle to the Hebrews . 


ſeems to refer to her as an example of faith f; we may there- 
* Luke iv. 25, 26, ＋ Heb, xi, 35. 


fore 
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tore reaſonably ſuppoſe, that it was for her ſake, as well as 
his own, that the prophet was directed to go to Zidon. | 

Elijah had before given ſtriking proofs, that he had a ſted- 
faſt faith in the power of Gop; and it muſt have influenced 
his conduct, when, in conſequence of the Divine command, 
accompanied by a promiſe that he ſhould be ſuſtained there, 
he ſet off for Zarephath, a city in that very country, which 
had given birth to the cruel Queen, from wiioſe prefence he 
vas before commanded to flee, that he might fruſtrate her re- 
ſentment, which burnt againſt him on account of his predic- 
tion; who, in conſequence of its completion, had ſought for 
him in every place, where there was the leaſt probability cf 
Ending him; and who would certainly have exerted her in- 
fluence with her countrymen, either to execute her ven- 
geance on one, whom ſhe regarded as her declared enemy, or 
to deliver him into her own hands. 

This faith in the Divine promiſes, muſt alſo have operated 
ſtrongly in Elijal's mind, when knowing, by a Divine im- 
pulſe, that the poor woman he ſaw picking uy ſticks, was his 
intended benefactreſs, he applied to her for relief; tor there 
could be nothing in her appearance, at that time, to encourag?2 
him to expect ſuſtenance from her hands; on the contrary, 
he might rather have ſuppoſed, that ſh2 would have required 
a recompence from him. | | 

As the ALuisurx, to whom all hearts are opon, knows 
the good and bad qualities of cach, and always chuſes fit in- 
ſtruments to effect His purpoſes, and ſo orders events, that 
n cr. il virtues ſhall conduce to their own r-nward, as well as vice 
to its own puniſhment, we may reaſonably infer, that this poor 
widow was of a very charitable diſpoſition, and had in her 
better days delighted in acts of beneficence, Her readineſs 
to fetch water for the prophet, before he had given any inti- 
mation of the Lord's intended kindneſs to her, proves, that 
ſhe was of this amiable temper; for it was certainly a great 
inſtance of charity, to attend to the neceſſities of another, when 

| 5 rer 
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her own were ſo preſſing; when her mind was torn with z 
thouſand anxieties for her only child. Thus far, the widow 
of Zarephath acted according to the rule of right reaſon and 
genuine humanity, and muſt be allowed to have ſet a pattern, 
worthy of the intimation even of Chriſtians, 

After having with charitable readineſs, agreed to do for 
| the ſtranger what was in her power, fetch him a little water 
F to allay his thirſt,” — the widow of Zarephatli modeſtly excuſ. d 
| herſelf from giving him any farther relief, but in a manner 
| which implied a tender commiſeration of his diſtreſs, and a 
wiſh that her ability to ſerve him was greater, This is the 
very diſpoſition of mind which Gop approves. —This is the 
charity. of the extreme indigent.—She was a true object of 
Divine compaſſion, and the prophet was commiſſioned to re- 
lieve her from deſpondency by a Divine promiſe of miraculous 
interpoſition, to deliver her and her child from impending 
death.“ Fear not, {ſaid the holy man) the evil you dread 
will be averted. Thou mayeſt ſafely indulge thy darling pro- 
penſity to benevolence.”* Convinced, by the concluſion of 
his ſpeech, that the ſtranger was a meſſenger of the LoRD, 
(which ſhe might before have gueſſed from his appearance) the 
good woman obeyed, without hefitation, in full confidence on 
the Divine promiſe. —This was an act of faith, —of a rational 
faith founded on the previous perſuaſion of the exiſtence and 
power of the LORD Gop*®. 

The intercourſe which the Sidonians had long had with the 
Iſraelites, had brought to her knowledge the name of the 
LorD JEHO VAE; and it is no improbable conjecture, that, 
finding the incapacity of the idols of her own country to re- 
lieve their votaries, her heart turned from them to the /;2/1ng 
Gop, whom ſhe might in ſecret have implored to be her 
Gop:—Whether this conjecture is right or not, certain it is, 
that before the Divine meſſage was delivered to her, ſhe be- 
lieved His exiſtence; for ſhe ſaid to the prophet, “ As the 

* Heb. xi, 6, 


* 
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LoRD % Gop liveth,” &c. and it is evident, that ſhe be- 
lie ved Him to be a rexwarder of them that ſerve and obey Him- 
for without any information en this head from Elijah, ſhe no 
ſooner heard the Divine promiſe, than ſhe placed her whole 
truſt in the LoR D, and haſted to do honour to His prophet, 
From one expreſſion in the paſlage of Scripture we are con- 
ſidering, it may be ſuppc ed, that the Lorp had, by the ſe- 
cret energy of His SPikir, mplanted faith as a ſupernatural 
principal. Get thee, (aid the Loxd to Elijah) to Zare- 
phath, for I have commanded a widow woman there to ſuſtain 
thee.” — This certainly means no more, than that the LoRD 
had erdained that ſhe ſhould give him relief; for it does not 
appear, from the hiſtory, that the woman was prepared by a 
Divine revelation, to expect the prophet, as he was to expect 
her. The widow's faith therefore was nat an inſtantaneous 
irrcſ/tible Divine impulſe, but (as before ot erved) a rational 


Fuaiib, and ſhe teſtified this faith by works of obedience, and it 


was rewarded accordingly. 

But it may be aſked “ where was this faith when her ſor 
dicd, and ſhe challenged the prophet as the author of her 
misfortune,” There is nothing in the hiſtory, which implies 
that it had forſaken her, or that the meant to reproach Elijah, 
on the coatrary, we may infer, from her behaviour, that 
ſhe believed the Lo RD to be mighty to deſtroy, as well as zo 
. 15 

For ſome time, this woman had, through Divine goodnefs, 
lived in eaſe and abundance, happy in poſſeſſing the favour of 
Gop, and miniſtering to His prophet. It is likely that this 
proſperity might have occaſioned her to be remiſs in the prac- 
tice of ſome duty, and therefore when her darling fon, who 
before was preſerved to her by a nuracle, was taken away by 
a ſudden ſtroke of Providence, her conſcience immediately 


| ſuggeſted, that this calamity was a judgment inflicted for her 


ſin; and ſhe regarded the prophet, who had before been the 
miniſter of good to her, as the miniſter of Divine vengeance. 


: Art 
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Art thou come unto me (ſaid ſhe) to call my fin to remembrance, 
and to flay my ſen? Her reſigning the dead child to Elijah, 
ſhewed, that ſhe had hopes that he might yet be reſtored to 
her; and from an expreſſion in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
(beſorealluded to*) we may judge that her child was reſtored 
to her on account of her taith in the pozwer of Gon. Andit 


is certain that Elijah himſelf exerciſed a great deal of faith on 


this occaſion. It does not appear that he had received any in- 
timation, that the child would be reſtored to life, but he was 
confident the LoRD could raiſe him, and in this conſitlence, he 
prayed that He ewwrld do. fo. - This was @ rational fait in 
him, who had alrcady feen ſuch wonderiul miracles wrong 
by Divine power. 

It has been repeatedly obſerved, that the nation of the Jens 
was not ſelected from the reſt of the: werld, to confine the 
knowledge of the Lord to themſelves only, or to exclude 
others from ſerving Him; but, that by the fame of the mighty. 
works wrought among them, diſtant nations might be invited 
to ſeek the LorD; and by the cftabliſhment of a pure and 
holy worſhip, all who were inclined, might learn how to 
ſerve Him. 

The King of Iſrael, in conſequence of his marriage with 
the widow of a Zidonian monarch, had introduced the wor— 
ſhip of Baal (the principal idol of the Zidonians) into Sama- 
1ia,—ſo that Baal may be regarded as the rival of the Lo RD. 
Gop; and it was on account of the king and people forfaking 
the LoRD, and worſhipping Baal, that the drought and conle- 
quent famine, which Elijah had predicted, were ſent upon the 
Iſraelites. It extended alſo, as we find, to the land of Zidon, 
Elijah was the perſon appointed to aſſert the honour of the 
LokD; and-it was a very remarkable Providence, that he 
ſhould be ſent to Zidon, and that a woman of that country 
Mould have the honour of ſuſtaining him. This eircumſtance 
helps to confirm the Apoſtle's declaration, that in every na- 
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tron, thoſe who fear GOD, and work righteouſneſs, are accepted 
by Him. 

This tranſaction proves that Gop actually is, as the ſcrip- 
tures repreſent him to be, a FATHER to the fatherleſs, and a 


HusBAND 79 the widgz; and the relation of it muſt afford 


comfort to all perſons in extreme neceſlity, ſince it proves, 
that no condition is ſo hopeleſs, but the providence of Gop 
can afford relief. 

It is ſcarcely poſſible for any perſon to be in more indi- 
gent circumſtances than the poor widow of Zarephath, In 
loſing her huſband, ſhe ſeems to have been deprived of every 
carthly friend, and knew not where even to procure a little 
fuel, to dreſs the laſt morſel of nouriſhment ſhe had a proſpect 
of obtaining for the ſuſtenance of herſelf and child. She lived 
in a country, where the inhabitants were fo devoted to vice 
and ſenſuality as to be inſenſible, even in plentiful times, 
to the diſtreſſes of a tellow -creature; for we find, the heathen 
deſcribed by David, as opprefing the fatherleſs and widow ; 
and therefore we may ſuppoſe them, during the famine, whol- 
ly intent on their own preſervation. | 

Her trial was great, and great was alſo her reward; tor the 
Lo Rp graciouſly made her a partaker of the miraculous ſup- 
port which he vouchſafed to his choſen ſervant; and not only 
relieved the neceſſities of herſelf and child, but gave her an op- 
portunity of exerciſing the benevolence of her mind, in doing 
good offices for a worthy friend. There is no doubt, but Eli- 
jah alſo received great comfort from the converſation of this 
worthy woman, and rewarded her kindneſs by teaching her 
l:ow to praiſe and adore their Diving BENEHTAC TOR. 

It is true, we have no PROPHETS in theſe days, neither 


does the ALMIGHTY relieve our diſtreſſes by ſupernatural 


means; but, to a conſidering mind, the annual increaſe of 
corn, from a ſmall quantity of grain, is full as wonderful as the 


multiplying of the widow's meal and oil; and we may daily 


hear 
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hear of perſons being relieved from diſtreſs by the moſt unex- 
pected means. To a common eye, theſe things appear acci- 
dental ; but by the hiſtory of Elijah, and the widow of Zare- 
phath, we are taught to aſcribe them to the goodneſs of Gop; 
ſince what he has done for one, we may conclude he will do 
for ALL his creatures, in ſome way or other, if they do not 
_ forfeit his mercy, by miſtruſt and impiety. 

This incident was alſo particularly calculated to encourage 
all thoſe, who ſhould afterwards be employed as Elijah was, 
in the immediate ſervice of the Loxp, to expect miraculous 
ſupplies in caſes of extreme neceſſity; and to admonith al! 
others, to treat the LoRD's prophets with reſpect, 


. AL VM 
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2 it came to paſs after many days, that the 
word of the LoRD came to Elijah in the third 
year, ſaying, Go ſhew thyſelf to Ahab; and 1 will 
ſend rain upon the earth. 

And Eljah went to ſhew himſelf to Ahab: and 
there was a ſore famine in Samaria. 

And Ahab called Obadiah which was the governor 
of his houſe: (now Obadiah feared the Lord 
greatly. 

And Ahab faid unto Obadiah, Go into the land, 
unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks : per- 

adven- 
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adventure we may find graſs to ſave the horſes and 
mules alive, that we loſe not all the beaſts, 

So they divided the land between them to paſs 
throughout it: Ahab went one way by himſelf, and 
Obadiah went another way by himſelf. 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah 
met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and 
ſaid, Art thou that my lord Elijah? And he anſwer- 
ed him, I am: go tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is 
here. 

And he faid, What have I ſinned, that thou would- 
eſt deliver thy ſervant into the hand of Ahab, to flay 
me? As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation 
or kingdom, whither my lord hath not ſent to ſeek 
thee: and when they ſaid, He is not there: he took 
an oath of the ER and nation that they found 
thee not. 

And now thou ſayeſt, Go tell 17 lord, Behold, 
Elijah is here. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, as Goh as I am gone 
from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord ſhall carry 
thee whither I know not; and ſo when I come and 
tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he ſhall ſlay me: 
but I thy ſervant fear the Loxp from my youth. 

Was it it not told my lord, what I did when Jeze- 
bel flew the prophets of the LoRD? how I hid an 
hundred men of the Lorp's prophets by fifty in a 
cave, and fed them with bread and water? 


And 
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And now thou ſayeſt, Go tell thy lord, Behold, 
Eljah is here: and he ſhall ſlay me. 
And Elijah ſaid, As the Lorp of hoſts liveth, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, I will ſurely ſnew myſelf unto him 
to Cay. 
So Obadiah went tomdet Ahab, and told him: 
and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 
And it came to paſs when Ahab ſaw Elijah, that 
Ahab ſaid unto him Art thou he that troubleth II- 
rael. ä 
And he anſwered, I have not troubled Iſrael, but 
thou and thy father's houſe, in that ye have forſaken 
the commandments of the Lorp, and thou haſt fol- 
lowed Baalam, 
Now therefore ſend, and gather to me all Ifrae! 
unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four 
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four 
hundred, which cat at fezebel's table. 
So Ahab ſent unto all the children of Iſrael, and 
gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 
And Elijah came unto all the people, and ſaid, 
How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LoD 
be Gop, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. 
And the people anſwered him not a word. 
Then ſaid Elijah unto the people, I, even I only 
remain a prophet of the LoRD; but Eaal's prophets 
are four hundred and fifty men. 
Let them therefore give us two bullocks, and let 
them chooſe one bullock for themſelves, and cut it in 


pieces, and lay it on weed, and put no fire under: 
£ . And 


* = * 3 * — 4 
- — 4 el *, —. 12 — . * < * > © Jn = Aa" * — % 7 
P —— >> 4 a Tas . 8 — N 8 * - — — — — R — 
— = —— —„—-—t — — RR = * n — 4 — — * _ a 
I. - — 2 „ * oF. * FW - — * —_— - . 
— — by” 4 ers ELM Ar AT. . Us n ” 
— — 2 - I — a * 5 2 ” — 
« — — - 4 P — — — -” — — — — _ + | cant tn 3 * 8 7 3 2 5 TE _ 
u 2 2 2 93 . 2 r - . P — — — = — 


þ SD a 
_— > * 


* =_ — — 
— p=2 he 
— — — — II. — — ä * = 
a+ & "Ss 4 — — * 


— ———— 


VR "wa 


ELIJAWs PROPOSAL. 289 
And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will 


call on the name of the LoR D: and the god that an- 


{wereth by fire, let him be Gop. And all the people 
anſwered, and faid, It is well ſpoken. 

And Elijah faid unto the prophets of Baal, Chooſe 
you one bullock for yourſelves, and drels it firſt; for 


ye are many: and call on the name of your gods, but 


put no fire under, | 
And they took the bullock which was given therh, 
and they dreſſed it, and called on the name of Baal 


from morning even until noon, ſaving, O Baal, hear 


us. But there was no voice, nor any that anſwered, 


And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 


And it came to paſs at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and ſaid, Cry aloud: for he is a god, either 
he is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is in a journey, 
or peradventure he ſleepeth, and muſt be awaked. 

And they cried aloud, and cut themſelves after their 


manner with knives, and lancets, till the blood guſhed 


out upon them. 

And it came to paſs, when mid-day was paſt, and 
they propheſied until the time of the offering of the 
evening- ſacrifice; that there was neither voice, nor 
any to anſwer, nor any that regarded. 

And Elijah faid unto all the people, Come near 
unto me. And all the people came near unto him: 
and he repaired the altar of the LoxD that was bro- 


ken down. 


And Elijah took twelve ſtones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the ſons of Jacob, unto whom 
Vol. III. 0 the 
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tlie word of the Lorp came, ſaying, Iſrael ſhall be 
thy name. 

And with the ſtones he built an altar in the name of 
the Lox D: and he made a trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two meaſures of ſeed. 

And he put the wood in order, and cut the bul- 
lock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and faid, 
Fill four barrels with water, and pour 1t on the burnt- 
ſacrifice, and on the wood, 

And he ſaid, Do it the ſecond time: and they did 
it the ſecond time. And he ſaid, Do it the third 
time: and they did it the third time. 

And the water ran round about the altar, and he 
filled the trench alſo with water. 

And it came to paſs at the time of the offering of 
the evening-ſacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came 
near and ſaid, Lox D Gop of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
of Iſrael, let it be known this day, that thou art Gop 
in Iſrael, and that I am thy ſervant, and that I have 
done all theſe things at thy word. 

Hear me, O LoxD, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou art the Lon Gop, and that thou 
haſt turned their heart back again. | 

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and conſumed the 
burnt-ſacrifice, and the wood, and the ſtones, and 

the duſt, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. | 

And when all the people ſaw it, they fell on Me 


faces: and they ſaid, the Lozp He is the Gop; the 
B e 
Lord, He is the Gop. 


. 


And 
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And Elijah ſaid unto them, take the prophets of 


Baal, let not one of them eſcape: and they took 


them, and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kiſhon, and flew them there. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


The famine muſt have been very grievous in the land ot 
Iſrael, to make it neceſſary for the King to go himſelf in 
ſcarch of forage for the cattle. 

Obadiah ſeems to have been a very religious man, and had 


performed an action which teſtified his zeal for the Lokp, 


as well as the humanity of his diſpoſition, 
The prophets whom Jezebel deſtreyed, are ſuppoſed to 


have been perſons who privately inſtructed thoſe that were 


pot worſhippers of Baal, in their duty to Gop, and encou- 
raged them to the performance of it. They had not the /-. 
rit of prophecy, like Elijah, nor did they offer ſacrifices, or 
burn incenſe, but were moſt likely diſciples (uſually ſtiled 


ſons ) of the prophets belonging to the ichools, which Samuel 


is thought to have firſt inſtituted, and which, it is imagined, 

Jezebel intended to deſtroy. _ 
It may ſeem ſtrange, that ſo pious a man as Obadiah was, 
ſhould be preferred to an high office by Ahab; but it is 
probable, that he was diſtinguiſhed for his integrity and abi- 
lities, which made it the king's intere to employ him: we 
may ſuppole that Ahab had not compelled him to bow tlc 
knee to Baal; Obadiah therefore was under no necellity 
of declining the appointment; beſides, he might hope to be 
an inſtrument of good, in the hand of Providence, to the 
faithful ſervants of Gop, of whom there were il] many. 
-emaining in the land of Iſrael. Indeed, we may venture 
to conclude, that the Divine DisPOSER of all events over- 
O 2 ruled 


„„ HAPPINESS or THE GOOD. 


ruled Ahab, in raiſing the good Obadiah to this exalted ſta- 
tion, for the very purpoſe of counteracting Jezebel's wicked 
ſcheme of extirpating all the prophets, It is true, ſhe put 
numbers to death ; but there is no doubt of Gop's having 
recompenſed them for the loſs of life in a better world : thoſe 
who were left behind in ſuch unſettled times, were the moſt 
to be pitied; but their preſervation was neceſſary for the 
propagation of religion ; and they had reaſon to hope, that, 
after a few more tranſient years, they ſhould join their bre- 
thren in a happier ſtate: for Solomon, and other inſpired 
writers, had taught them, that the Souls of the righteous 


are in the hand of Gop, and that there fhall no torment touch 
them. 


For though in the fight of the unwiſe they ew to die + and 
their departure is taken for miſery, _ / 


And their going from us to be utter deftrudtion : yet they are 
in peace. 

For though they be puniſhed in the fight of men; yet is their 
hope full of immortality. | 

And hating been a little chaſtifed, they ball be greatly re- 
warded for GOD proved them, and found them I" for 
himfelf. 


As gold in the furnace hath he 15 ied them, and received them 
as a burnt offering. 
And in the time of their viſitation 4 Dall ſbine, and run tc 
and ro like ſparks among the ſtubble. 
They ſhall judge the nations, and have dominion over the be. 
ple, and their LORD Hall reign for ewer“. 


It was in vain for Ahab to purſue Elijah; the fame Divine 
power, which was ſo miraculouſly exerted in ſuſtaining him, 
prevented Ahab from diſcovering the place of his retreat. 
He was, without doubt, greatly ſurprized, when he was told 


© Wiſdom of Solomon, ch. ili. 


that 


re 
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that Elijah, whom he had ſo lately ſought, was coming to 
meet him. Though Ahab muſt have been an eye, witneſs 
of many unhappy conſequences of the famine, they had made 

no proper impreſſions on his mind, 

The prieſts of Baal amounted to a very conſiderable num - 
ber: Ahab aſſembled them at Elijah's deſire, in hopes, per- 
haps, that he ſhould prevail on the prophet to bring rain on 
the earth. Elijah reproved the people for mixing the wor— 


ſhip of Gop and the worſhip of Baal together. More than 


one GOD there could not poſſibly be, for this name is ſa- 
cred, or ſet apart for the SUPREME BEIN, and when ap- 
plied to any other, is profancd; the queſtion therefore was, 
which was the CREATOR and UNIVERSAL LORD? If JE. 
HOVAH, why did they put any one in competition with 


Him, ſince He alone could be worthy of their adoration? If 


that ſenſeleſs idol Baal was the Gop, why did they derogate 


| from his honour, by dividing their ſervices ? 


The Iſraelites, one would ſuppoſe, could not be ignorant 
of. the majefly and omuipotence of the LORD JEHOVAH, 
which had been ſo frequently diſplayed to their forefathers, 
and even in their own days wonderful things had been 
wrought by his ALNMIGRTY POWER; they thereiore, by 
forſaking his worſhip, provoked hun to deſtroy them; but in 
remembrance of his covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, Gop yet had compaſſion on their deſcendants, and on 
this occaſion condeſcended to prove, in the manner related, 
that a vain idol was not worthy to be compared with Him. 
— Theprieſts of Baal could not decline ſuch a propoſal as Eli- 
jah made to them, without diſgracing themſelves in the eyes 
of the king and people; and as they were numerous, and 
feared not the LORD, they thought to have had the advan- 
tage of Elijah, who had no one to join with him. 

As the prophet could not bring the Ifraclites to the Temple 
at Jeruſalem, he repaired the Altar of the LoRD at Carmel; 

O 3 this 


* 
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this Altar is ſuppoſed to have been one of thoſe built in the 
time of the judges, when there were no buildings for publick 
worſhip.—It is needleſs to give any farther explanation of this 
miracle, as ſo much has been ſaid of former ones. We may 
ſuppoſe, that Ahab and all the worthippers of Baal, were 
truck with conſternation; therefore it was eaſy for the reſt of 
the peo ple to ſeize the idolatrous prieſts, and Elijah was fully 
juſtified in cauſing them to be put to death; eſpecially as o 
many of God's fervants, the prophets, had been flain by the 
command of Jezebel: beſides, there was an expreſs law *, 
that all thoſe who attempted to draw people away from the 
worſkip of the true and only God, ſhould be put to death, It 
is imagined, that the prophers ef the groves (ſuppoſed to have 
been Sidomans) did not attend, 

We are in theſe days under no temptation to worſhip Baal; 
our danger ariſes from the allurements of Riches and Pleaſure. 
Theſe are the idols of this nation. Our Saviour has told us, 
that we cannot ſerve Gop and Iammon. Let us, therefore, 
give to the Lo xD the honour due unto His name, and ſuffer 
nothing to draw our affections from Him, who is the author of 
all the good things that we enjoy. | 


by Deut. xlii. 111. 
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ConTINUATION OF THE HISTORIES OF AHAB 
KinG oF ISRAEL, AND ELIJAH THE PROPHET. 
q ND Eljah faid unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat 
and drink: for there is a found of abundance. 


of rain. 


80 
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So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah 
went up to the top of Carmel; and he caſt himſelf 
down upon the earth, and put his face between his 
knees, and faid to his ſervant, Go up now, look to- 
ward the fea, And he went up, and looked, and 
ſaid, There is nothing. And he laid, Go again ſeven. 
times. c 

And it came to paſs at the ſeventh time, that he 
ſaid, Behold, there ariſeth a little cloud out of the fea 
like a man's hand. And he ſaid, Go up, ſay unto 
Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that 
the rain ſtop thee not. 

And it came to paſs in the mean while, that rhe 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there 
was a great rain, And Ahab rode and went to jez- 
reel, | 

And the hand of the Lox D was on Elijah: and he 
girded up his loins, and ran n before Ahab to the en- 
trance of Jezreel. 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had ons 
and withal how he had lain all the prophets with the 
{word. | 

Then Jezebel ſent a Wee unto Eli jah, ſaying, 
So let the gods do to me, and more allo, if I make 
not thy life as the life of one of them, by to-morrow 

about this time. | 

And when he faw that, he aroſe, and went for his 
life, and came to Beer-ſheba, which belongeth to Ju- 8 
dah, and left his ſervant there. 


O 4 3 


26 FLIJAH SUSTAINED. 

But he himſelf went a day's journey into the wil. 
derneſs, and came and fat down under a juniper- 
tree: and he requeſted for himſelf that he might die, 
and ſaid, It is enough, now, O Lox, take away my 
life: for I am not better than my fathers. 

And as he lay and ſlept under a juniper- tree, behold 
then, an angel touched him, and faid unto him, Ariſe 
and eat. | ! 

And helooked, and behold, there was a cake baken 
on the coals, and a cruſe of water at his head: and 
he did eat and drink, and laid him down again. 

And the angel of the LorD came again the ſecond 
time, and touched him, and ſaid, Ariſe, and eat, be- 
cauſe the journey 1s too great for thee. 

And he aroſe, and did eat, and drink, and went in. 
the flrength of that meat forty days and forty nights, 
unto Horeb the mount of GO. 

And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; 
and behold, the Worp of the Lord came to him, 
and He ſaid unto him, What doeſt thou here Eljah? 
And Elijah ſaid, I have been very jealous for the 
Lord Gop of hoſts: for the children of Iſrael have 
forſaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
lain thy prophets with the ſword; and I, even I only, 
am left; and they ſeek my life to take it away. 

And the Word of the Lord ſaid, Go forth, and 
land upon the mount before the LORD. And be- 
hold, the Lord paſled by, and a great and ſtrong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the. 
rocks before the LORD; but the LoxD was not in the 
be | wind: 
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wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the 
LorD was not in the earthquake: and after the earth- 
quake a fire; but the LoRD was not in the fire: and 
after the fire, a ſtill ſmall voice, 

And it was ſo, when Elijah heard it, that he wrap- 
ped his face in his mantle, and went out, and ſtood 
in the entering in of the cave: and behold, there came 
a voice unto him, and faid, What doeſt thou here 
Elijah? | 

And he ſaid, I have been very jealous for the Lozp 
Gop of hoſts: becauſe the children of Iſrael have for- 
ſaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
ſlain thy prophets with the ſword; and I, even I only, 
am left; and they ſeek my life, to take it away. 

And the Lord faid unto him, Go, return on thy 
way to the wilderneſs of Damaſcus: and when thou 
comeſt, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 

And Jehu the ſon of Nimſhi ſhalt thou anoint to 
be king over Iſrael: and Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat of 
Abel-meholah ſhalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy 
room. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that him that eſcapeth 
the ſword of Hazael, ſhall Jehu flay: and him that 
eſcapeth from the ſword of Jehu, ſhall Eliſha ſlay. 

Yet have I left me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the 
knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 


mouth which hath not kiſſed him. 


So he departed thence and found Eliſha the ſon of 
Shaphat, Who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen 
| | 0 5 before 
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before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah Ou 
by him, and caft his mantle upon him. 

And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and 
ſaid, Let me, I pray thee, kiſs my, father and my 
mother, and then I will follow thee. And he ſaid 
unto him, Go back again; for what have I done to 
thee? 

And he returned back from him, and took a yoke 
of oxen, and flew them, and boiled their fleth with 
the inſtruments of the oxen, and gave unto the peo- 
ple, and they did eat: then he aroſe, and went after 
Elijah, and miniſtered unto him. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


As ſoon as the people had confeſſed the Lord to be Gop, 
and ſlain the prieſts of Baal, Elijah was commanded to pro- 
miſe them rain; and Ahab, who had faſted all day, was ad- 
viſed to eat and drink with joyfulneſs, as the LoRD would 
again fertilize the earth. It had been revealed to Elijah, and 
he had declared to Ahab, that there ſhould be neither dew nor 
rain for years, but according to his word; that is, (we may 
judge) this bleſſing would follow his prayer, in order to gain 
him eſteem, and to magnify his office, which at that time was 
greatly depreciated in the land of Ifrael, The prophet of the 
LoRD could not, without diſhonouring the Diving BEIN, 
intercede for a nation of idolators; but as ſoon as Baal was 
diſgraced, and the majeſty of the LoRD JEHOVAH vindi- 
cated, Elijah knew that his prayers would be accepted, and 
therefore immediately addreſſed himſelf to the ALMIGHT y 
Gop with the utmoſt earneſtneſs of interceſſion, as we may 
judge by the humble poſture he made uſe of, and his eagerneſs 
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to know, whether the LoRD regarded his petitions: as ſoon 
as he found that the bleſſing he prayed for was at hand, he not 
only diſpatched his ſervant with a meſſage to Ahab, but to 
ſhew that he was far from being his enemy, and only deſired 
that he would become a worſhipper of the true God, Elijah 
girded up his veſt, as was the cuſtom when any one wanted to 
make expedition, and ran before the king like an humble at- 
tendant. | 

Jezebel, we find, was enraged to a degree of fury, when 
ſhe heard that the prielts of her idols were ſlain, and vowed in- 
ſtant revenge. It ſeems inconſiſtent, that Elijah, who had 
hitherto been ſuſtained and protected by the miraculous power 
of Gop, and whoſe behaviour to Ahab was full of intrepidity, 
ſhould be intimidated by the threatniagsof this impious queen, 
Theextraordinary courage which he had before diſplayed, was 
certainly inſpired by the Loxp; Elijah, when he was not un 
der the influence of the HoLy SePiRiT, was a man of like 
paſſions with ourſelves* ; and perhaps might have grown vain 
and arrogant, on account of the miracles wrought for him, 
had not the Lo RD, to make him ſenſible of his natural weak - 
neſs, withdrawn that courage with which he had hitherto 
tortified the mind of this prophet. 

Elijah certainly was very impatient, but his trial was a great 
one; for he had reafon to expect, that Ahab and the people 
would have returned to the worthip of Gop, and honoured 
him as the prophet of the Lorp: when he found the con- 
trary, he grew tired of his office, deſpaired of ever being ſer— 
viceable to them, and ſeeing no chance of ſettling any where 


in peace and comfort, wiſhed to lay down his weary head in 


the grave; but the Lorp had compaſſion on his infirmities, 
and again reſtored his mind to tranquillity and confidence, by 
oraciouſly ſending an angel with food for his refreſhment, 


* flames v. 17. 
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It is wonderful to obſerve, by what various means Gos 
ſuſtained thoſe ſacred perſons, who were ſet apart for the im- 
portant purpoſe of calling others to righteouſneſs ; but we 
are not to infer from this circumſtance, that Gop was partial 
to them; for in order to convince the world that He was not 
ſo, they were expoſed to a variety of diſtreſſes; only he 
wrought their deliverance openly, and by miraculous means, 
(to diſtinguiſh them as his ſervants, and to encourage their 
faith) inſtead of relieving them by the ordinary metheds of 
providence, 

It appears aſtoniſbing, that Elijah ſhould be ſupported for 
forty days by only two meals of bread and water ; but it 1s 
not at all incredible, ſince we are told they were ſent by the 
great CREATOR. We can no otherwiſe account for our own 
bodies being nouriſhed in the uſual way, than by imputing it 
to the power of GoD,.who can as eaſily make food effica- 
cious for a longer, as a ſhorter time. 

The mountain of Horeb, to which we may ſuppoſe the 
angel directed Elijah to go, was not above one hundred and 
fifty miles from Beerſheba, and therefore if the prophet tra- 
velled ſtraight on, he might eaſily have reached it in a ſhort 
time; but finding that he was ſuſtained without food, as Mo- 
ſes had formerly been, he might think it his duty to remain 
there, till he received command from Gop to go to ſome 
ether place. 

Moſes had a glorious viſion of the Loxp on this mountain; 
but on the preſent occaſion, Gob was pleaſed to reveal 
| himſelf by a ſmall ft#] wvorce, The prophet received this ma- 
nifeſtation of the DI VIVE PRESENCE with becoming reve- 
rence, having been led to expect it by the Word of zhe 
LoRD, or the unuſual method of Divine revelation to the. 
prophets; 

1 think we may underſtand, that Elijah's zeal had eh 
tranſported him beyond proper bounds, and that he had 

wiſhed 
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withed for ſome ſudden deſtruction on the land of Ifrael. To 
reprove him for this, perhaps, the LoRD now taught him 
by external ſigns, that though He had all nature at his com- 
mand, and could root out idolators at once, by a wind, an 
earthquake, or a fire, He was mercifully inclined to uſe le- 
nity towards them; and as there were yet many who had not 
bowed the knee to Baal, He would for their ſakes preſerve 
the land; but that all who perſiſted in idolatry ſhould be cut 
off at His appointed time by Hazael, Jehu, and Eliſha. 

Eliſha, who was choſen to ſucceed Elijah, appears to 
have been a man of conſiderable property, (or he would not 
have been maſter of twelve yoke of oxen;) notwithſtanding 


this, he willingly left the management of his farm, and from 


that day devoted himſelf entirely to the ſervice of Gop, and 
perſonal attendance upon the LoRD's prophet. | 

Elijah did not proceed to Damaſcus to anoint Hazael ; but 
we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe, that this prophet, who was ſo 
zealous for the honour of the Lo RD, would wilfully neglect 


to obey the divine command. It may therefore be conjec- 


tured, that not being limited to any particular time for. 
anointing Hazael and Jehu, he deferred it, in hopes that 
Ahab and his idolatrous people would repent; and was al- 
lowed to transfer the act to his ſucceſſor in caſe they did not 

do ſo, | 


EMS T1 


ConTINUATION oF THE HisTORY oF ARHAR 
_ KingG OF ISRAEL. 


ND Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all 

- his hoſt together, and there were thirty and 
two kings with him, and horſes and chariots ; and 
he 
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he went up and beſieged Samaria, and warred againſt 
it. 
And he ſent meſſengers to Ahab king of Iſrael into 
the city, and faid unto him, Thus faith Ben- hadad, 
thy ſilver and thy gold is mine, thy wives alſo and 
thy children, even the goodlieſt are mine. 

And the king of Ifrael anſwered and ſaid, My lord, 
O king, according to thy ſaying, I am thine, and all 
that I have. | 

And the meſſengers came again, and ſaid, Thus 
ſpeaketh Ben-hadad, ſaying, Although I have ſent 
unto thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt deliver me thy ſilver 
and thy gold, and thy wives and thy children: yet I 
will ſend my ſervants unto thee to-morrow about this 
time, and they ſhall ſearch thine houſe, and the houſes 
of thy ſervants; and it ſhall be that whatſoever is 
pleaſant in thine eyes, they ſhall put it in their hand, 
and take it away. | 

'Then the king of Ifrael called all the elders of the 
land, and ſaid, Mark, I pray you, and ſee how this 
man ſeeketh miſchief: for he ſent unto me for my 
wives, and for my children, and for my filver, and 
for my gold, and I denied him not. 

And all the elders, and all the people ſaid unto 
lim, Hearken not unto him, nor conſent. 

Wherefore he faid unto the meſſengers of Ben- 
hadad, Tell my lord the king, All that thou didſt 
ſend for to thy ſervant at the firſt, I will do: but this 
thing I may not do. And the meſſengers departed, . 


and brought him word again. 
i ol And 
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And Ben-hadad ſent unto him, and ſaid, The gods 
do ſo unto me, and more alſo, if the duſt of Samaria 
ſhall ſuffice for handfuls for all the people that follow 
me. 

And the king of Iſrael anſwered and ſaid, Tell him, 
Let not him that girdeth on his harneſs, boaſt him- 
ſelf as he that putteth it off. 

And it came to paſs when Ben-hadad heard this 
meſſage (as he was drinking, he and the kings in the 


pavilions) that he ſaid unto his ſervants, Set your- 
ſelves in array: and they ſet themſelves in array 
againſt the city. 

And behold there came a prophet unto Ahab king 
of Iſrael, ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp, Haſt thou 
ſeen all this great multitude? behold, I will deliver it 
into thine hand this day, and thou ſhalt know that I 
am the LoRD. 

And Ahab ſaid, By whom? And he ſaid, Thus 
faith the Loxp, even by the young men of the prin- 
ces of the provinces. Then he faid, Who ſhall or- 
der the battle? And he anſwered, Thou. 

Then he numbered the young men of the princes 
of the provinces, and they were two hundred and 
thirty-two : and after them he numbered all the peo- 
ple, even all the children of Iſrael, being ſeven thou- 
ſand. 

And they went out at noon: but Ben-hadad was 
ra himſelf drunk in the pavilions, he and the 
kings, the thirty and two kings that helped him. 
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And the young men of the princes of the provin- 
ces, went out firſt, and Ben-hadad ſent out, and they 
told him, ſaying, There are men come out of Sa- 
maria. | | 

And he ſaid, Whether they be come out for peace, 
take them alive: or whether they be come out for 
war, take them alive. 

So theſe young men of the princes of the provinces 
came out of the city, and the army which followed 
them. 

And they, ſlew every one his man: and the Sy- 
rians fled, and Iſrael purſued them: and Ben-hadad 
the king of Syria eſcaped on an horſe, with the horſe- 
men. 

And the king of Iſrael went out, and ſmote the 
horſes and chariots, and flew the Syrians with a great 
ſlaughter. 


ANNOTATIONS aN D REFLFCTIONS. 


Ben-hadad the Syrian king who invaded Samaria, was the 
fon of that monarch who was formerly hired by Aſa king of 


Judah, to make war upon Baaſha king of Iſrael; from whom 


he took Ijon, Dan, Abel Maachah, Naphtali, and Chemoſh, 
What was Ben-hadad's pretence for this invaſion we are not 


informed: Ahab was in no condition to oppoſe him, for he 


could not put confidence in Baal, whoſe impotence had been 


ſo lately expoſed; neither did he ſeek by repentance to re- 


gain the favour of the LoRD: his ſubjects were not very nu- 
merous, and he had no allies. Though the Syrians were 
totally ſubdued, and made tributary by David, Gop had, 
on account of Iſrael's apoſtacy, rendered them formidable 


again. W 
e 
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We have read, that there were in Iſrael ſeven thouſand 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal ; we may therefore ſup- 
poſe, that for their ſakes in particular, agreeable to the co- 
venant with Jacob, Gop circumvented the deſigns of Ben- 
hadad, and prevented the ruin of Iſrael, We are not told 
the name of the prophet who came to Ahab on this occaſion, 
Elijah was not employed in this inſtance : it might be the 
Lokbp's pleaſure to ſhew, that notwithſtanding Jezebel's im- 
pious attempts to deſtroy all the prophets, there were ſtill 
others remaining beſides him, and likewiſe that it was the 
ALMIGHTY himfelf, and not Elijah, who wrought the for- 
mer miracles, which Ahab attributed to the art and malice 
of this prophet, 

I think it appears likely, that Ahab for ſome time after the 
ſtaughter of the heathen prieſts, forbore to ſacrifice to Baal, 
and repoſed confidence in the aid of the LORD IEHO VAE. 


D 


HISTORY OF AHAB CONTINUED, 


ND the prophet came to the king of Iſrael, and 
ſaid unto him, Go ſtrengthen thyſelf, and mark 
and ſee what thou doeſt: for at the return of the 
year, the king of Syria will come up againſt thee, 
And the ſervants of the king of Syria ſaid unto him, 
Their gods are gods of the hills, therefore they were- 
ſtronger than we: but let us fight againſt. them in the 
plain, and ſurely we ſhall be ſtronger than they. 
And do this thing, Take the kings away, every 
man out of his place, and put captains in their 
room. 


And 
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306 THE SYRIANS DEFEATED. 


And number thee an army like the army that tnou 
haſt loſt, horſe for horſe, and chariot for chariot: and 
we will fight againſt them in the plain, and ſurely we 
{hall be ſtronger than they. And he hearkened unto 
their voice, and did fo, | 

And it came to paſs at the return of che year, that 
Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, and went up to 
Aphek, to fight againſt Ifraz!, 

And the children of Ifrael were numbered, arid 
were all preſent, and went againſt them: and the 
children of Iſrael pitched before them, like two little 
flocks of kids; but the Syrians filled the country. 

And there came a man of Gop, and ſpake unto: 
the king of Iſrael, and ſaid, Thus faith the Lozn, 
Becauſe the Syrians have faid, The Lord is Gop of 
the hills, but he is not Gon of the valleys: therefore 
will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, 
and ye ſhall know that I am the Lonp. 

And they pitched one over againſt the other ſeven 
days; and fo it was, that in the ſeventh day the battle 
was joined: and the children of Iſrael flew of the Sy- 
rians an hundred thouſand footmen in one day. 


But the reſt fled to Aphek, into the city; and there 


a wall fell upon twenty and ſeven thouſand of the 


men that were left: and Ben-hadad fled, and came 


into the city, into an inner chamber. 

And his ſervants ſaid unto him, Behold now, we 
have heard that the kings of the houſe of Iſrael are 
merciful kings: let us I pray thee, put ſackcloth on 
aur 
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AH A B's COVENANT, 309 


our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go out to 
the king of Iſrael; peradventure he will fave thy life. 

So they girded ſackcloth on their loins, and put 
ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Iſrael, 
and faid, 'T hy ſervant Ben-hadad faith, I pray thee, 
let me live. And he ſaid, Is he yet alive? he is my 
brother. 

Now the men did diligently obſerve whether any 
thing would come from him, and did haſtily catch it: 


and they faid, Thy brother Ben-hadad. Then he 


faid, Go ye, bring him. Then Ben-hadad came 
forth to him; and he cauſed hiin to come up into the 


chariot, 7 
And Ben-hadad ſaid unto him, The cities which 


my father took from thy father, I will reſtore, and 
thou ſhalt make ſtreets for thee in Damaſcus, as my 
father made in Samaria. Then ſaid Ahab, I will fend 
thee away with this covenant. So he made a cove- 
nant with him, and ſent him away. 

And a certain man of the ſons of the prophets ſaid 
unto his neighbour in the word of the Lonp, Smite 
me, I pray thee. And the man refuſed to ſmite 


him. 
Then faid he unto him, Becauſe thou haſt not 


obeyed the voice of the LoxD, behold, as ſoon as 
thou art departed from me, a lion ſhall flay thee. 
And ſoon as he was departed from him, a lion found 
him and ſlew him. 

Then he found another man, and ſaid, Smite me, 
I pray thee. And the man ſmote him, ſo that in 
imiting he wounded him, 80 


— aloe. 
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308 AHA B's DISPLEASURE, 


So the prophet departed, and waited for the king 
by the way, and diſguiſed himſelf with aſnes upon his 
face. 

And as the king paſſed by, he cried unto the king: 
and he ſaid, Thy ſervant went out into the midſt of 
the battle, and behold, a man turned aſide, and 
brought a man unto nie, and ſaid, Keep this man: 


if by any means he be miſling, then ſhall thy life be 


for his life, or elſe thou ſhalt pay a talent of ſilver. 

And as thy ſervant was buſy here and there, he was 
gone. And the king of Iſrael faid unto him, So ſhall 
thy judgment be, thou thyſelf haſt decided it. 

And he haſted, and took the afhes away from his 
face, and the king of Iſrael diſcerned him that he was 
of the prophets, 

And he faid unto him, Thus faith the Lox, Be- 
cauſe thou haſt let go out of thy hand, a man whom 
L appointed to utter deſtruction, therefore thy life ſhall 
go for his life, and thy people for his people. 

And the king of Iſrael went to his houſe heavy and 
diſpleaſed, and came to Samaria. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The counſel which Benhadad's ſervants gave, in reſpect | 


to fighting on a plain inſtead of a hill, ſhews us what abſurd 
notions idolatrous nations entertained of their deities ; “ that 


there were many gods which had each their particular charge. 


or juriſdiction; that ſome preſided over whole countries, 
others over particular places, ſome over rivers, &c. As 
the Iſraclites lacrificed on high Places, built their zemple on a 


Bill 


— ad Sto ws ond oo on 


THE PROPHET's EXPEDIENT. 329 


l, and received their law on mount Sinai, the Syrians ſup- 
poſed that JEHovan was a Gop of the hills.“ . How much 
more rational is it to believe, as the ſcriptures teach us, that 
the whole univerſe was created, and has ever been ſuſtained 
and governed by one SUPREME ALMIGHTY LORD, who 
knows all things, who 1s every where preſent, and will hear 
the prayers of thoſe that call upon him faithfully, and will 
bleſs them for faith and obedience : who alſo overlooks the 
moſt ſecret deſigns of the wicked, and will puniſh them for 
ſin. The Syrians were taught by their own defeat, that the 
LoRD was Gop of the plains as well as of the hills, and able 
to put all thoſe to confuſion who truſted in vain idols. 


Aphek, near which the Syrians encamped, was a city in 


the tribe of Aſher, which it is ſuppoſed Benhadad's father had 
taken from the Iſraelites. It is imagined, that the wall was 
thrown down by an earthquake ; ſo that what they truſted 
in as a defence, proved the inſtrument of their ruin. How 
greatly was the impious king-of Syria humbled by the Lo RD! 
but Ahab's folly in not purſuing his conqueſt, and turning it 
to advantage, is quite amazing. 

The method which the prophet made uſe of to convince 
Ahab of his crime in ſparing Ben-hadad, was a very extraor- 
dinary one; but without doubt, the puniſhment which fell 


upon the man who refuſed to ſmite this prophet, was juſt, _ 


as he was bound to do whatever he was convinced was com- 
manded by the LoRD: but as we are not all liable to com- 
mit the ſame kind of offence, it is to no purpole to examine 
every particu lar of this relation; ſince we may be ſure Gop 
would not have ſuffered the man to be ſlain by the lion, if 
it had not been in that caſe neceſſary for the vindication of 
his honour, on which the happineſs of his faithful people 
chiefly depended. 

Inſtead of triumphing for this memorable victory, Ahab 
returned to his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed ; he had acted con- 


trary 
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3 NAB OTH ACCUSE D. 


trary to his duty, but would not receive the prophet's re. 
proof with kindneſs and humility ; for he was enraged with 
him, and exaſperated againſt Gop, as if the SuereNTt 
JupcE had been too ſevere in the ſentence paſſed on him. 


VVV 


THE His rORY OF NABOTH. 


Naboth the Jezreclite had a vineyard contiguous to tl 
king's palace, which Ahab Was deſirous of poſſeſſing; he 
therefore deſired that Naboth\could either ſell it to him, ©: 
exchange it for another; but he refuſed to comply with the 
king's requeſt, who was ſo enraged with him, that he re- 
turned to his houſe angry and diſappointed, retired to his bed, 
and refuſed food. Jezebel underitanding the cauſe of Ahab's 
uneaſineſs, reproached him with want of ſpirit ; and obtain- 
ing from him the royal ſignet, engaged to put him in pol- 
ſeſſion of the vineyard : in order to do ſo, ſhe wrote letters 
in Ahab's name to the governors of the place where Naboth 
lived, to proclaim a faſt; as if they were apprehenſive of an 
impending judgment from G op on account of ſome concealed 
oftender, which could only be averted by public humiliation, 
and the death of the impious wretch, who, like Achan, pro- 
voked the LoRD to ſend a curſe on the city: thoſe to whom 
the letters were addreſſed, were wicked enough to comply 
with the contents. Naboth was pointed out as the ſuſpected 
perſon ; he was therefore brought to the uſual place of trial, 
and falſe witneſſes were eaſily procured, who accuſed him of 
blaſpheming Gon and the king : by the former crime, if it 
could be proved, his life was forfeited ; and by the latter, 
his eſtate confiſcated to the crown. Being furniſhed with no 
means of defence, Naboth was convicted by his unjuſt judges, 
and condemned to be ſtoned to death ; there is reaſon to be- 

lie ve, 


LAW OF INHERITANCE. 3171 


lieve, that his family were all deſtroyed likewiſe ; but hap- 
pily for them, their perſecutors had no power over their 
ſouls; and therefore we may hope, that the LoRD, who ſuf- 
fered them to be cut off, removed them to a ſtate of felicity, 
where their inheritance will remain ſecure to endleſs ages. 

In order to underſtand the nature of Ahab's crime in reſpect 
to Nabotli's vineyard, it is neceſſary to mention a particular 
part of the Jewiſh law, of which it was a violation. 

Amongſt a variety of other commands which Moſes received 
from Gop on mount Sinai, were ſome relating to the ſecurity 
of inheritances from one generation to another, agreeably to 
the firſt diviſion of them, which was to be fettled before the 
Iſraelites took entire poſſeſſion of the land. The intent of theſe 
laws was, to teach the Iſraelites to conſider Canaan not as their 
own abſolute right, but as a place ſacred to the LorD, for the 
habitation of the people he had ſeparated to himſelf; and a3 
the MEssSI1AH was to proceed from a particular tribe, it was 
neceſſary, in order to trace his. genealogy, that all the tribes 
ſhould remain unmixed; and alſo that they ſhould tranſmit 
their allotted portion to their deſcendants, leſt ſome tribes 
ſhould accumulate lands to the impoveriſhment of others ; 
but as Gop foreſaw that occaſions would ariſe, which would 


oblige many to ſell their lands, in order to ſupply thoſe wants 


which their own imprudence, or divine chaſtiſement, ſhould re- 
duce them to; he graciouſly ordained ſor the ſake of poſterity, 
that none ſhould be permitted to alienate his land to any but 
one of his own tribe; nor for a longer term than forty-nine 


years, at which time it was to be reſtored, without expence, 


to the lawful heir. 

Naboth ſeems to have been in very good circumſtances, and 
to have made it a point of conſcience to preſerve his portion 
entire for his children. Ahab, who was amply provided for, 
had no right to expect Naboth's compliance, eſpecially as this 
king was an open idolator, and a contemner of all divine inſti- 
tutions; which made it very unlikely that Naboth's poſterity 


would 
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312 AHAPB's CRIME. 
would be allowed to claim the reſtoration of their land at tha 
appointed time, if it were annexed to the royal gardens. 

It is probable, that Naboth was one of the ſeven thouſan:! 
who had not bowed the knee to- Baal; we cannot therefore 
wonder at Jezebel's inveterate malice towards him, when we 
conſider her character. Ahab teſtified his approbation of Je- 
zebel's conduct in this ſhocking tranſaction, by which he made 
himſelfa partner in her guilt. He certainly muſt know, when 
ſhe obtained his ſeal, that it was for ſome fatal purpoſe; and 
when ſhe invited him to take poſſeſſion of the vineyard, he 
would naturally ſuppoſe the had cauſed Naboth to be put to 
death; yet with ſavage joy he obeyed her ſummons, and went 
it ſeems, triumphantly, as if it was juſtly forfeited to him by 
the crimes of the late poſſeſſor. Ahab was ſoon reminded 
thatall his actions, and the wicked motives of them, were open 
to the eye of Gop, who ſent his prophet Elijah to accuſe him 
of the murder of Naboth and his family on the very ſpot; and 
to denounce a ſentence, which muſt be particularly ſhocking 
to ſo proud a man; that the Lo R would bring evil upon him, 
would cut off his poſterity, and that dogs ſhould lick his blood; 


and alſo that dogs ſhould cat Fezebel by the wall of Fezreel. Ahab 


ſhewed great ſigns of repentance for he rent his choatlis, and 
put on ſackcloth, and humbled himſelf before the Lox, 
who, on this account, was pleaſed to ſuſpend the execution 
of it; and had Ahab improved this bleſſed opportunity, 
by continuing humble, and reſolving to forſake his evil 


ways and root out idolatry, he would have been pardoned, and 


the curſe entirely removed. This inſtance of divine forbear- 
ance, ſhews the great mercy and goodneſs of the Sur RENE 
BEING, who willeth not the death of a ſinner, but rather that he 
ſhould turn from his wickedneſs and live. 


SECT: 
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Tyr REICN oF AHAB Kino or ISRAEL cox- 
CLUDED. 


\ ND they continued three years without war be- 
| tween Syria and Iſrael. 


And it came to paſs in the third year, that Jeho- 
ſhaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of 
Iſrael, | | 

Now Jchoſhaphat had riches and honour in abun- 
dance, and joined affinity with Ahab, 

(And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto his ſervants, Know 
ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be till, and 

take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?) And 
he ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, Wilt thou go with me to 
battle to Ramoth-Gilead ? And Jehoſhaphat ſaid to 
the king of Iſrael, I am as thou art, my people as 
thy people, my horſes as thy horſes. 

And Jehoſhaphat ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, En- 
quire, I pray thee at the word of the LoRD to day. 
Then the king of Iſrael gathered the propliets toge- 
ther about four hundred men, and ſaid unto them, 
Shall I go againſt Ramoth-gilead to battle, or ſhall I 
forbear? And they ſaid, Go up; for the Lord ſhall 
deliver it into the hand of the king. 

And Jchoſhaphat ſaid, Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lokp beſides, that we might enquire of him? 

Vor. Ill. P And 
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And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, There 


is yet one man (Micaiah the fon of Imlah) by whom 
we may enquire of the LoRD; but I hate him, for he 
doth not propheſy good concerning me, but evil, 
And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, Let not the king fay ſo. 

Then the king of Iſrael called an officer, and faid, 
Haſten hither Micaiah the fon of Imlah. 

And the king of Iſrael, and Jehoſhaphat the king 
of Judah ſat each on his throne, having put on their 
robes in a void place in the entrance of the gate of Sa- 
maria, and all the prophets propheſied before them. 

And Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah made him horns 
of iron: and, he ſaid, Thus faith the LORD, With 
theſe ſhalt thou puſh the Syrians, until thou have con- 
ſumed them. | 

And all the prophets propheſied fo, ſaying, Go up 
to Ramoth-gilead, and proſper: for the LoRD fhal! 
deliver it into the king's hand. 

And the meſſenger that was gone to call Micaiah, 
ſpake unto him ſaying, Behold now, the words of the 


prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: 


let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of 
thera, and ſpeak that which is good. 


And Micaiah ſaid, As the Log liveth, what the 


Lord faith unto me, that will I ſpeak. 
So he came to the king, and the king ſaid unto 


him, Micaiah, ſhall we go againſt Ramoth-gilead to 


battle, or ſhall we forbear? And he anſwered him, Go, 
and proſper: for the Lond ſhall deliver it into the 
hand of the king. 


| And 


MICAIAHWs PREDICTION. 315 


And the king ſaid unto him, How many times ſhall 
I aqjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that which 
is true in the name of the Lord? And Micaiah ſaid, 
I faw all Ifrael ſcattered upon the hills, as ſheep that 
have not a ſhepherd. And the Loxp faid, Theſe 
have no maſter: let them return every man to his 
houſe in peace. 

And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, Did I 
not tell thee, that he would propheſy no good concern- 
ing me, but evil? And Micaiah ſaid, Hear thou there- 
fore the word of the LorD: I faw the Lorp ſitting 
on his throne, and all the hoſt of heaven ſtanding by 
him, on his right hand and on his left: And the Lok 
ſaid, Who ſhall perſuade Ahab, that he may go up 
and fall at Ramoth-gilead? and one ſaid on this man- 
ner, and another ſaid on that manner. 

And there came forth a ſpirit, and ſtood before the 
LoRD, and faid, I will perſuade him. 

And the LoxrD ſaid unto him, Wherewith? and he 
ſaid, I will go forth, and I will be a lying ſpirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets. And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
perſuade him, and prevail alſo: go forth, and do fo. 

Now therefore behold, the Lokp hath put a lying 
| ſpirit in the mouth of all theſe thy prophets, and the 
Lorp hath ſpoken evil concerning thee, 
But Zedekiah the ſon of Chenaanah went near, 
and ſmote Micaiah on the cheek, and ſaid, Which 
way went the Spirit of the LoRD from me to ſpeak 
unto thee? 


9 | And 


316 AHA B's RESENTMENT. 
And Micaiah faid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee in that 


day, when thou ſhalt go into an inner-chamber tg 
hide thyſelf, 


And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Take Micaiah and carry 


him back unto Ammon the governor of the city, and 
to Joaſh the king's fon; and fay, "Thus faith the 
king, Put this fellow in the priſon, and feed him 
with bread of affliction, and with water of affliction, 
until I come in peace. 

And Micaiah faid, If thou return at all in peace, 
the Lord hath not ſpoken by me. And he faid, 
Hcarken, O people, every one of you. | 


So the king of Iſrael and Jehoſhaphat the king of 


Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead, 

And the king of Iſrael faid unto Jehothaphat, ] 
will diſguiſe myſelf and enter into the battle, but put 
thou on thy robes. And the king of Iſrael diſguiſed 
himſelf, and went into the battle. 

But the king of Syria commanded his thirty-two 
captains that had rule over his chariots, ſaying, Fight 
neither with {mall nor great, fave only with the king 
of Iſrael. 

And it came to paſs when the captains of the cha- 
riots ſaw Jehoſhaphat, that they ſaid, ſurely, It is 
the king of Iſrael: therefore they compaſſed about 
him to fight: but Jehoſhaphat cried out, and the 
Lokp helped him, and Gop moved them to depart 
trom him, 

And it came to paſs, when the captains of the cha- 
riots perceived that it was not the king of Iſrael, that 


they turned back trom purſuing him. And 


— 
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And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and 
ſmote the king of Iſrael between the joints of the 
harneſs: wherefore he ſaid unto the driver of his cha- 
riot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the hoſt; 
for I am wounded, 

And the battle increaſed that day: and the king 
was ſtayed up in his chariot againſt the Syrians, and 
died at even: and the blood ran out of the wound into 
the midſt of the chariot, 

And there went a proclamation throughout the 
hoſt about the going down of the ſun, ſaying, Every 
man to his city, and every man to his own country. 

So the king died, and was brought to Samaria, and 
they buried the king in Samaria. 

And one waſhed tlie chariot in the pool of Sama- 
ria; and the dogs licked up his blood; and they 
waſhed his armour; according unto the word of the 
Lord which he ſpake. 

So Ahab ſlept with his fathers; and Ahaziah his 
fon reigned in his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS, 


It is probable that Jehoſhaphat, when he went to viſit 


Ahab, ſuppoſed him to have been a convert, and thought 


that it would be to the advantage of the kingdom of Judah, if 


he formed an alliance with the king of Iſrael, as it was likely 


to produce harmony amongſt thoſe tribes, who had for ſome - 


time been eſtranged from each other; and he planned a ſcheme 


for ſtrengthening the connection, by a marriage between luis 
ſon and r Aanchter; in this inſtance Jehoſhaphat pro- 
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218 JEHOSHAPHAT's CAUTION. 


ceeded according to the rules of wo;/dly policy, without con. 
ſulting he will of the LoRD, as he ought to have done; but 


ſince he did it inconſiderately, and not preſumptuouſly, he 


was only reproved for it, as we read afterwards. 

When Ahab obtained his memorable victory over the Sy. 
rians, Benhadad entered into a covenant, to reſtore all the 
cities which his father had formerly taken from the Ifraelites: 
whether he performed any part of this engagement or not is 
uncertain, but it is evident he did not completely. fulfil it; for 


Ramoth-Gilead originally belonged to the tribe of Gad: Je- 


hoſhaphat too eaſily gave way to the benevolence of lis diſpo- 
ſition. We find, however, that he would not go out to bat- 
tle till he had enquired. the will of the LorD ; neither would 
he hearken to the prophets or pricits of the groves, who aſſu— 
red Ahab of ſucceſs. Zedekiah was a leading man amongſt 
them, and to give force to his prediEtions, he made uſe of a ſign 
i 1mitation of the practice of true prophets. By the horns ot 
ron he meant to repreſent, that the Iſraelites ſhouJd defeat the 
Syrians with irreſiſtible force. Jehoſhaphat was apprehenſive 
of fallacy in theſe, and required more ſatisfactory encourage- 
ment before he would proceed to battle. | 

Ahab, with great reluctance, ſent for Micaiah, whom it 
ſeems he had impriſoned from the time that he had rebuked 
the king on account of his clemency to Benhadad; this ſeverity 
had not intimidated the prophet, but he delivered his metlage 
with fidelity and confidence: Micaiah's prophecy is not to be 


underſtood entirely in a literal ſenſe. The beginning of it is 


certainly ironical; © Go ard proſper, &c.” (as much as to fav, 
if you will ſuffer yourſelf to be deluded, you muſt take the 
conſequences; for Gon will not reſtrain you by violent 
canis) and Ahab underſtood it fo: what followed were un- 
loubtedly the words of divine inſpiration, and contained the 
prophet's commiſſion from the LoRD to foretel Ahab's death. 
« 1 {av all Iſrael ſcattered upon the hills, &c.” the remainder 
appears 
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appears to have been a kind of parable ſpoken by the prophet, 
for the admonition of Ahab and his people, and therefore we 
muſt not ſuppoſe that he had an aFual view of the Al. 
MIGHTY on the throne of heaven, But in reſpect to ſuch dith- 


cult paſſages as theſe, we can go no iarther than conjecture, 


which ſhould always be formed on ſome clear texts of ſerip- 
ture; now it may be proved *, from many places in the bible, 
that Go b. hates liars, and has declared he will cut them oft; 
and has alſo commanded, that all talſe prophets ſhould be put 
to death; fo that we may venture to conclude, that Micaiah 


knowing by divine inſpiration, that the Lorp would make 


theſe lying prieſts inſtruments of punithment to Ahab for retu- 
ling to hear his ſervants, only endeavoured to give force to 
lis exhortations by this familiar reprefentation ; which feems 
to have been ſuited to the conceptions which Ahab and his peo- 
ple entertained of the SUPREME BEING. 

It is not neceſſary, for us to puzzle ourſelves with attempt- 
ing a farther explication of Micaiah's prophecy, as no chriſtian 
will infer from it that the LORD cagſed theſe prophets to tell 
lies, and then jyſtified them in it; neither could the Iſraelites 
have imagined fo, if they had properly conſidered the ways of 
the LoRD, whole juftice was remarkably diſplayed even in the 
preſent inſtance. Had Ahab lent a willing ear to the divine 
warning, he would not have gone on an expedition that was 


likely to prove fatal to him; as he deſpiſed it, the Lord left 


him to the conſequences of his preſumption and impiety. 

It is rather ſurpriſing that Jehoſhaphat ſhould go with Ahab, 
notwithſtanding Micaiah's predictions; perhaps he might 
think it right to keep his engagement, as the prophet had not 
forbidden him, and Ahab's fall only was predicted, Ahab 
ſeems to have gone into the field of battle with great apprehen- 
ſions, and ſtrove to avoid his fate by diſguiſing his perſon. Je- 
hoſhaphat's too eaſy compliance would in all probability have 


* Sec Eſſay for a new Tranſlation. 
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coſt him his life, had he not in the inſtant of danger cried unto 
the Lord for help; who knowing the good diſpoſition of his 
heart, pardoned his errors, and protected him from the def. 
troying ſword, | 

Micaiah's prophecy was now in a great meaſure fulfilled; 
for on Ahab's death the Iſraelites were ſcattered on the moun- 
tains of Gilead, like ſheep having no ſhepherd ; we find Elijah's 
prediction accompliſhed alſo N the dogs licking the 
dlood of this impious king. 

The hiſtory of Ahab affords a variety of instruction con- 
cerning a particular providence, and the juſtice of Gop's deal- 
ings with mankind; we may inter from many paſſages in it, 
that no events happen by chance; bleſſings are undoubtedly 
direced by the will of Gob, and misfortunes can never happen 
without D1ving permifion. To the Supreme Diſpoſer of all 
things, therefore, we ſhould be thankful for every circum- 
ſtanse of our felicity; and to him ſhould we addreſs our prayers 
tor deliverance from danger, and ſupport in affliction, 


EQ r. 


IHE CoxnTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF JEHo- 
SHAPHAT KING OF JUDAH. 


ND Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah returned to 
his houſe at Jeruſalem in peace. | 
And Jehu the fon of Hanani the ſeer went out to 
meet him, and faid to king Jehoſhaphat, Shouldeſt 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 
Lonp? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 

Loap. 


Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, there are good things found in thee, 
in that thou haſt taken away the groves out of the 
land, and haſt prepared thine heart to ſeek Gop. 

And Jehoſhaphat dwelt at Jeruſalem: and he went 
out again through the people, from Beer-ſheba to 
mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the 
Logp Gop of their fathers. 

And he ſet judges in the land throughout all the 
fenced cities of Judah, city by city. 

And ſaid to the judges, Lake heed what ve do: 
for yejudge not for man, but for the Lord, who 1s 
with you 1n the judgment. 

Wherefore now let the fear of the Logp be upon 
you; take heed, and do it: for there is no iniquity 
with the LoRD our Gop, nor reſpect of perſons, nor 
taking of gifts, 

Moreover, in Jeruſalem did Jehoſhaphat ſet of the 
Levites, and of the prieſts, and of the chicf of the fa- 
thers of Iſrael, for the judgment of the Lorp, and 
for controverſies, when they returned to Jeruſalem. 
And he charged them, ſaying, Thus ſhall ye do in 
the fear of the Lon p, faithfully, and with a perfect 
heart. 6 

And what cauſe ſoever ſhall come to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and 
blood, between law and commandment, ſtatutes and 
_ judgments, ye ſhall even warn them that they treſ- 


paſs not againſt the Lok D, and ſo wrath come upon 
you, and your brethren: this as, and ye ſhall not 


treſpaſs, 


. And 
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And behold, Amariah the chief prieſt is over you 
in all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the ton of 
Iſhmael, the ruler of the houſe of Judah, for all the 
king's matters: alſo the Levites ſhall be officers before 
you. Deal courageouſly, and the LoR D ſhall be with 
the good, 


ANNOTATIONS Ax p REFLECTIONS. 


It may be conſidered as a great inſtance of the mercy of 
Gop, that Jehoſhaphat returned to his houſe in peace, from 
an expedition which he had ſo inconſiderately undertaken ; 
but we underſtand, that he did not entertain the leaſt inclina- 
tion for idolatry; on the contrary, in the day of battle hie 
put his whole truſt and confidence in the Lo RD, and earneſtly 
implored divine aſſiſtance; he was however deſerving of re- 
buke, and therefore the prophet Jehu was graciouſly ſent, to 
ſhew him how he had expoſed himſelf to the divine diſplea- 
lure. 

Jehoſhaphat did not like Ahab, return to his houſe heavy 
and diſpleaſed at the admonitions of the LoR D; but received 
it with becoming humility, and -reſolved to viſit every part 
of his dominions, that he might perſonally exhort his ſub- 
jects to live agrecably to the commands of GoD : he had 
formerly ſent preachers to in{truct them, and now appointed 
judges, whoſe buſineſs it was to puniſh the violators of the 
law, and decide controverſies between man and man, 

By the prophet's reproof to Jehoſhaphat, we are taught to 
avoid the ſociety of impious men, leſt we encourage fin by 
appearing to countenance it, and endanger the corruption of 
our own principles. 

We likewiſe learn, that Gop is not extreme to mark what 
we do amiſs, and to puniſh for every offence ; neither doth 
he withdraw his protection every time men forfeit it: we 

muſt 
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muſt not however preſume on the forbearance of the Lokb, 
but imitate the example of Jehoſhaphat, who repented of his 
ſin, and endeavoured to repair the injury it might have done 
to religion, or the ſouls of others. | 

The charge which Jchoſhaphat gave to his judges, contains 
excellent inſtructions to all magiſtrates, teaching them to exa- 
mine every cauſe that comes before them with caution and 
impartiality ; to conſider themſelves as the miniſters of Gop 
tor the puniſhment of evil-doers, and the protection of the 
innocent; and to remember that they ought, as far as the in— 


firmities of human nature will admit, to imitate the AL- 


MIGHTY in his adminiſtration of Juſtice. 


TEHOSHAPHAT'S ALLIANCE WITH AHAZIAH. 


ND after this did Jchoſhaphat king of Judah join 

himſelf with Ahaziah king of Iſrael, who did 

very wickedly : and he joined himſelf with him to 

make ſhips to go to Tarſhiſh: and ey made the ſhips 
in Ezion-geber. 

Then Eliezer the fon of Dodavah of Mareſhah pro- 
pheſied againſt Ichoſhaphat, ſaying 7, Becauſe thou haſt 
joined thyſelf with Ahaziah, the Loxp hath broken 
thy works. And the ſhips were broken, that they 
were not able to go to 'Tarſhiſh. 

Then ſaid Ahaziah the ſon of Ahab unto jehoſha- 
phat, Let my ſervants go with thy ſervants in the ſhips. 
But Jehoſhaphat would not. | 

There was then no king in Edom: a deputy was 


king. | 
P 5 ARNO. 


| 
| 
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AXNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS... 


It appears that Jehoſhaphat ſtill retained a kindneſs for 
Ahab's family; and as his alliance with them by the mar- 
riage between his ſon and Ahab's daughter had (we may ſup- 
poſe) been a condition of their promoting each others inte- 
reſt ; this induced him to admit Ahaziah as a partner in the 
profitable trade which he carried on to Ophir ; but as Jeho- 
ſhaphat was very blameable in this particular, he was re- 
proved and puniſhed for it; and warned, by the breaking of 
his ſhips, to break off his alliance with Ahaziah, and it ſeems 
he took the warning. 

This ſection affords another inſtance of the great danger 
there is in forming connections and alliances with impious 
wicked perſons, 


1 


Tue REICN OF AHAZzIAH KING OF ISRAEL. 


A HA Z1AH the ſon Ahab began to reign over Iſ- 
rae] in Samaria the ſeventeenth year of Jehoſha- 
phat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Iſ- 
rael. | = 
And he did evil in the fight of the Lord, and 
walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his 
mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 
bat, who made Iſrael to fin : 
For he ſerved Baal, and worſhipped him, and pro- 
voked to anger the LoRx D Gop of Iſrael, according to 


all that his father had done. 
| — | Then 
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Then Moab rebelled againſt Iſrael, after the death 
of Ahab. 

And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his up- 
per chamber that was in Samaria, and was ſick: and 
he ſent meſſengers, and ſaid unto them, Go enquire 
of Baal-zebub the God of Ekron, whether 1 ſhall re- 
cover of this diſeaſe. 

But the angel of the Loxp ſaid to Elijah the Tiſh- 
bite, Ariſe, Go up to meet the meſſengers of the king 
of Samaria, and ſay unto them, Is it not becauſe 


there is not a God in Iſrael, that ye go to enquire of 


Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus 
faith the Loxp, Thou ſhalt not come down from 
that bed on which thou art gone up, but ſhalt ſurely 
die. And Elijah departed. 

And when the meſſengers turned back unto him, 
he ſaid unto them, Why are ye now turned back? 
And they faid unto him, There came a man up to 
meet us, and ſaid unto us, Go, turn again unto the 
king that ſent you, and ſay unto him, Thus faith the 
| Lok, Is it not becauſe there is not a God in Iſrael, 
that thou ſendeſt to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron? therefore thou ſhalt not come down from 
that bed on which thou art gone up, but ſhalt ſurely 
die. 

And he ſaid unto them, What manner of man 
was he which came up to meet you, and told you theſe 
words? And they anſwered him, He was an hairy 
man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins, 


And he ſaid, It is Elijah the Tiſhbite, 
N Then 
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Then the king ſent unto him a captain of fifty, with 
his fifty. And he went up to him. And behold, he 
ſat on the top of an hill. And he ſpake unto him, 
Thou man of Gop, the king hath ſaid, Come 
down. 

And Elijah anſwered, and ſaid to the captain of 
fifty, If I be a man of Gop, then let fire come down 
from heaven, and conſume thee and thy fifty. And 
there came down fire from heaven, and conſumed him 
and his fifty, | 

Again alſo he ſent unto him another captain of fifty 
with his fifty. And he anſwered and faid unto him, 
O man of Gop: thus hath the king ſaid, Come down 
quickly, 

And Elyah inbred and ſaid unto them, If I be a 
man of Gop, let fire come down from heaven, and 
conſume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of Gop 
came down from heaven, and conſumed him and his 

And he ſent again a captain of the third fifty, with 
his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, and 
came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and beſought 
him, and faid unto him, O man of Gop, I pray thee, 
let my life, and the life of theſe fifty thy ſervants be 
precious in thy ſight, 

_ Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and 


burned up the two captains of the former fifties, with 


their fifties; therefore let my life now be precious in 
thy ſight, 


And 
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And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto Elijah, Go 
down with him; be not afraid of him. And he aroſe 
and went down with him unto the king. 

And he ſaid unto him, Thus faith the Lord, For- 
aſmuch as thou haſt ſeat meſſengers to enquire of Baal- 
zebub the god of Ekron; is it not becauſe there is no 
Gop in Iſrael to enquire of his word? therefore thou 
ſhalt not come down off that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die. 

So he died according to the word of the Lokp 
which Elijah had ſpoken. And Jehoram reigned in 
his ſtead, becauſe Ahaziah had no fon. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Weread, that king David gained a fignal victory over the 
Moabites: this people continued in ſubjection to Solomon and 
Rehoboam ; but after the revolt of the ten tribes, they became 
tributaries to the Kings of Iſrael, though they had ſtill kings 


of their own, but theſe were little better than viceroys. We 
are not told the exact time when they rebelled ; but may con- 


clude, that it was at the latter end of Ahaziah's reign, as we 
read of no battle fought at this period. 

Though Ahaziah was the ſon of Ahab and Jezebel, and 
conſequently muſt have had a very bad education; yet it 
might have been expected he would have taken warning from 
the deſtruction in which his father had been involved, by 
crediting the prophets of Baal; but inſtead of doing fo, he fol- 
lowed the wicked example of his parents: however, he was 
ſoon ſtopt in his ſinful career by a fatal accident. Baal-zebub, 
the name of the idol he ſent to conſult, ſignifies the lord of 


Nies; 
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Nies; given him, perhaps, on account of ſome deliverance the 
inhabitants of the place had received from a plague of flies, 
which they fooliſhly attributed to the power of this idol. 

It was impoſſible for Ahaziah to diſhonour the Logp ] +110. 
VAH ina greater degree than he did by this action, and there- 
fore we muſt acknowledge the juftice of the Lok inthe ſevere 
meſſage he ſent him by his prophet; neither muſt we over. 
look the mercy of God in this inſtance ; for there is the greate(: 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that though Ahaziah was threatened wit! 
death for ſending to enquire of a dumb idol, yet it he ha! 
humbled- himſelt and ſought the Ii Gop, the ſentence 
might have been remitted; inſtead of doing ſo, he defied the 
LoRD, and ſent three parties of ſoldiers to ſeize the prophet 
by violence, and bring him into his preſence. | 

Ahaziah was well acquainted with the perſon of Elijah, and 

judged, from the deſcription his meſſenger gave, that it was- 
certainly he who ſent them back. The captains who com-. 
manded the two firſt bands, ſeem to have had the ſame bad 
principles with their ſovereign; for inſtead of addreſſing Elijal 
with reverence, they impioufly preſumed to command the ſer- 
vant of the Lord JeRoOvVan to attend their wicked prince : 
this was ſuch an open defiance of God, as called for immediate 
vengeance; and therefore the LoRp ſent fire from heaven to 
deſtroy theſe wicked blaſphemers and their followers. We 
muſt not ſuppoſe, that Elijah had the command ofthe elements, 
and could deal forth deſtruction according to his own will and 
pleaſure on all who offended him by perſonal inſults; neither 
would ſo good a man have taken ſuch ſevere revenge for pri- 
vate injuries done to himſelf, becauſe he would in ſuch a caſe, 
have acted contrary to his duty; but on this occaſion he ſpake 
as the LoRD inſpired him, who cauſed him to pronounce 
thoſe words before the judgment was inflicted, in order to 
prove that he was, as he profeſſed to be, the man or prophc: 
of GOD; who would not ſuffer his ſervants to be perſecuted as 

: | ſuch 


ELIJAHs CONFIDENCE. 329 


ſuch with impunity, ſince forbearance would have given room 
for idolators to triumph, and would have brought diſgrace on 
true religion. There was no wantonnefs or cruelty in the Su- 


PREME BEING; on the contrary, the captain who humbly . 


deprecated the wrath of GopD was ſpared, and Elijah was or- 
dered to accompany him; by which means this officer was ſe- 
cured from the puniſhment which the king would moſt likely 
have condemned him to, it he had returned without executing 
his royal commands. 

Elijah did not endeavour to conceal himſelf from Ahaziah; 
for repeated deliverances had taught him to repoſe confidence 


inthe PROVIDENCE of Gop; neither did he ſeek to gain reſ- 


pect by his outward appearance: for his beſt attire, as we may 
judge by the mellenger's deſcription, was a hairy garment, 
faſtened with a leathern girdle; yet, in this meaa garb, how 
truly honourable was he; enlightened by the Hor SPIRIT, 
ſuſtained by miracles, and commiſlioned to reprove kings! 
Elijah did not enter the apartment of the monarch as a pri- 
ſoner, but in the ſpirit and power of the LORD, boldly to per- 
form the prophetic office, and declare to Ahaziah's face, the 


ſentence he had been commanded by Gop to pronounce upon 


him. The fear of the Lo Ro fell on this wicked king and all pre- 


ſent, which reſtrained them from offering violence to Elijah; 


and he ſoon ſaw the accompliſhment of his prophecy in the 
death of Ahaziah, who reigned only two vears, | 


. 


Tuk TRANSLATION OF ELIJAY THE PROPHET, 


A NDit came to paſs when the LoRD would take 
up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Eli- 
jah went with Eliſha from Gilgal, 


And 


— . » 
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And Elijah ſaid unto Eliſha, '"Tarry here, I pray 
thee : for the Lon p hath ſent me to Beth-el. And 
Eliſha ſaid unto him, As the Lorp liveth; and as 
thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went 
down to Beth-el, 

And the ſons of the prophets that were at Beth-e! 
came forth to Eliſha, and faid unto him, Knoweſt 
thou that the Lok D will take away thy maſter from 
thy head to day? and he ſaid, Yea, I know it ; hold 
you your peace. | : 

And Elijah faid unto Eliſha,” tarry here, I pray 
thee; for the Lond hath ſeat me to Jericho. And 
he ſaid, As the Lok p liveth, and as thy foul liveth, 
I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 

And the ſons of the prophets that were at Jericho 

came to Eliſha, and ſaid unto him, Knoweſt thou that 
the Lon n will take away thy maſter from thy head 
to-day ? and he anſwered, Yea, I know it ; hold you 
your peace. 
And Elijah ſaid unto kim, Tarry, I pray thee, 
here; for the Loxp hath ſent me to Jordan. And 
he faid, As the Lord liveth, and as thy ſoul liveth, 
I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 

And fifty men of the ſons of the prophets went, 
and ſtood to view afar off: an xd. they two ſtood by 
Jordan. 

And Eljjah took his mantle, and wrapped it toge- 
ther, and ſmote the waters, and they were divided 


_ hither and thither, ſo that they two went over on dry 
ground, 


And 
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I 
And it came to pats when they were gone over, that 
Elijah ſaid unto Eliſha, Aft vhat I ſhall do for thee, 
before I be taken away from thee. And Eliſha ſaid, 
| pray thee, let a double portion of thy ſpirit be upon 
me. 

And he ſaid, Thou haſt ated a hard thing: ne- 
vertheleſs, if thou ſee me when I am taken from thee, 
it ſhall be ſo. unto thee; but if not, it ſhall not be 
0. 

NCR it came to paſs as they ſtill went on, and 
talked, that behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, 
and ke of fire, and parted them both aſander 
and Elijah went un by a Khirleand into heaven. 

And Eliſha ſaw it, and he cried, My father, my fa- 
ther, the chariot of iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. 
And he faw him no more: and he took hold of his 
own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 

He took up alſo the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and went back, and ftood by the bank of Jor- 
dan, and he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
hira, and ſmote the waters, and ſaid, Where is the 
Lonn Gon of Elijah? and when he alſo had ſmitten 
the waters, they parted hither and thither : and Eliſha 
went over. 

And when the ſons of the prophets which were to 
view at Jericho ſaw him, they faid, The ſpirit of Eli- 
jah doth reſt 'on Eliſha. And they came to meet 
him, and bowed th zenvelves to the ground before 
him. 


And 
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And they ſaid unto him, Behold now, there be 
with thy ſervants fifty ſtrong men; let them go, we 
pray thee, and ſeek thy maſter : leſt peradventure the 
ſpirit of the Lord hath taken him up, and caſt him 
upon ſome mountain, or into ſome valley. And he 
ſaid, Ye ſhall not ſend. | 

And when they urged him till he was aſhamed, he 
ſaid, Send. They ſent therefore fifty men ; and they 

ſought three days, but found him not. 

And when they came again to him (for they tarried 
at Jericho) he faid unto them, Did I not ſay unto 
you, Go not? 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


It appears that the LoxD had made known to Elijah, that 
he ſhould ſoon be removed from this world; on which account 
he viſited the ſons of the prophets in their ſchools or colleges, 
in order to admonith, inſtruct, and bleſs them, before his de- 
parture: there is no doubt but the thoughts of loſing the ad- 
vantage of his direction and example, muſt have filled them 
all with great concern; but Eliſha was particularly affected 
on this occaſion, four he not only honoured Elijah on account 
of his high office, but alſo entertained great affection and 
eſteem for him, as a man of ſingular virtue and piety, the loſs 
of whoſe company he ſhould moſt likely have daily cauſe to 
deplore; he therefore reſolved to attend him to the laſt, be- 
ing deſirous of receiving as much advantage as poſſible, from 
his converſation; for this reaſon, he was diſpleaſed with the 
interruption of thoſe, who could only tell him, what he al- 
ready knew to his ſorrow, 

Conſidering the great maſſacre w hich Jezebel had a few years 
before made of the prophets, it is ſurprizing to read of there 


being 
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being ſuch numbers of them at this period. But it was an act 
of Gob's particular providence, “ to preſerve the ſchools“, 
where men were trained and employed in the exerciſes of reli. 
gion and devotion, and to which good people reſorted, to ſo- 
lemnize the appointed feaſts with prayer and praiſes, when they 
had not conveniencies for ſacrifice or incenſe, and were pre- 
vented from going to the Temple at Jeruſalem: and thus re- 
ligion was kept up in a time of general apoſtacy.” 

It is likely, that thoſe who ſtood to view afar off, were de- 
ſirous of attending Elijah; but kept at a diſtance when they 
found that Eliſha wiſhed to be alone with his maſter; they were 
however ſufficiently near to be eye-witneſles of the event. 

It may be ſuppoſed, that the dividing of the river Jor- 
dan was ordered by the LoxD, for an aſſurance to Elijah, 
that he would as certainly tranſlate him to a place of happineſs, 
as he had conducted the Iſraelites to the land of Canaan.” 

Elijah being pleaſed with the conſtancy of Eliſha's affection 
and attendance, permitted him to aſk what lie ſhould do for 
him. Eliſha, knowing that he was anointed to ſucceed his maſ- 
ter as chief or FATHER of the PROPHETS, earneſtly deſired 
to be eminently qualified for the important ſervices he might 
be required to perform. He well knew that the Hol SPIRIT 
which inſpired Elijah, was the gift of Gop; but begged for 
this prophet's interceſſion with the LORD, that he might have a 
double portion of it; for as Elijah had, in thoſe intervals wherein 
he was left t himſelf, committed errors, Eliſha wiſhed to be 
at all times under the guidance of DIVIN E DIRECTION; from 
an humble ſenſe of the infirmities of his nature, and the expec- 
tation he had of great oppoſition from the impious king, Who 
at that time reigned over Iſrael. Elijah could not give his 
friend immediate ſatisfaction, but adviſed him to continue his 
attendance, that he might be prepared, and in a proper diſ- 
poſition of mind, to receive this diſtinguiſhing honour. He 
had aſked a hard thing, what was indeed, beyond this great 


* Henry's Annotations. + Ibid. 
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prophet's power to beſtow as his oxwn right; all he could do, 
was, to intreat the Lo Rp to transfer to his ſucceſſor the inc!. 
timable gift he himſelf had ſo long enjoyed, in ſuch a degree 
as ſhould ſeem good to infinite wiſdom. We may ſuppole, 
that Elijah ſpake prophezically when he told Eliſha, that if he 
ſhould fee him, when he was taken from him, he might conſi- 
der this circumſtance as n that the LoR D would grant his 
deſire. The event happened agreeable to his wiſhes. He ſaw 
his dear maſter taken up triumphantly to heaven; yet, “ not- 
withſtanding“ he received the appointed token, that his reque(t 
would be granted, he could not refrain his ſorrow for his own 
and Iſrael's loſs, but brake forth into pathetic lamentations; 
my father! my father! the chariot of Iſrael and the horſemen 
thereof! Eliſha conſidered himſelf as a fatherleſs child, thrown 
on the wide world, for Elijah had been the guide of his 
youth. The people of Iſrael had loſt their beſt guard; for 
this prophet, by his counſel, reproofs, and prayers, had kept 
off the judgments of Gop, which their wickedneſs would 
otherwiſe have provoked, and was, on this account, better to 
them than the frongeft force of horſes and charints: the de- 
parture therefore of this holy man, was, like the routing of 
an army, an irreparable loſs.” | 
The miraculous manner in which Elijah was taken from 
earth is very aſtoniſhing; and it is impoſlible to give a more 
ſatisfactory explanation of it, than that which we find in the 
ſcriptures; becauſe there is no accounting for it by natural 
means, as it was an extraordinary act of ALMIGHTY POWER, 
exerted for a peculiar purpoſe. | 
Numbers of the prophets had been permitted by Gop to 
come to untimely ends, which had given occaſion to wicked 
men to exult over their ſurvivers, and to diſpute the power 
and goodneſs of the Lorp, as he had not interpoſed to pre- 
ſerve his ſervants from the rage of their enemies. That re- 
maining prophets, therefore, might not be intimidated from 


* Henry's Annotations. : 
| diſcharging 
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diſcharging their duty, by the miſerable fate of their prede- 
ceſſors, it pleaſed Gop to convince them, that there was 
another world, in which they would be ſecure from the per- 
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ſecutions of their enemies, and receive a recompence for all 
the ſufferings they ſhould endure on earth. Nothing could 
more eftectually anſwer this purpoſe, than the a7/ble tranſla- 
tion of Elijah; as it pointed out to the faithful, that thoſe 
holy men who went before, were exalted to a ſlate of happi- 
neſs, though their exaltation was not apparent to mortal eyes, 
becauſe they left their bodzes behind them; but we may rea- 
ſonably conjecture, (from many texts in ſcripture) that their 
deaths had been made eaſy to them by the comforts of the 
HoLyY SPIRIT; and that their ſouls were honoured in the 
ſight of angels, who conducted them to that paradiſe of reſt ap- 
pointed by the SUPREME BEIN, for thoſe, who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory and immortality. If 
any one amongſt the prophets deſerved to be exemp- 
ted from death as @ reward, ſurely it was Elijah; who 
had ſo often boldly expoſed his lite, in the diſcharge of the 
duties of his office. How his body was changed, and rendered 
fit for a celeſtial exiſtence, is a vain enquiry, for it is impoſli- 
ble for us to know. | 

Eliſha, when his tranſport of grief was over, cad himſelf 
in Elijah's mantle, which he received as a token of the deſcent 
of the HoLy S21R1T upon him; and willing to try whether 
he was alſo inveſted with the power of Elijah, he {mote the 
waters of Jordan, earneſtly ſeeking the aid of the Lo xD, and 
received the ſame favour as had been lately granted to his 
maſter. This miracle was a convincing proof to the ſons ot 
the prophets, who were ſpectators of it, that the Spirit which 
inſpired Elijal:, did reſt upon Eliſha, and that he was entitled 
to the ſame reſpect as they had been accuſtomed to pay to 
his predeceflor; they therefore readily ſubmitted to lim as 
their chief or father, which no doubt was a great encourage- 


ment to Eliſha. 
'The 
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The propoſal which the prophets made to ſearch for Elijah, 
might proceed from their affection for him, which inclined 
them to hope that he would yet be reſtored to them; or they 
might think it neceſſary to make this ſearch, in order to juſtify 
to the people their acceptance of Eliſha in his ſtead. Elifh: 
was at laſt a/hamed to oppoſe them, leſt he ſhould be thought 
wanting in reſpect to his old maſter, or reluctant to reſign his 


mantle, 
Elijah left this world in the beginning of the reign of Jeho. 
ram king of Iſrael, 


C 


ELISHA HEALETH THE WATERS OF JERICHO— 
THE CHILDREN OF BETHEL SLAIN BY BEARS. 


A the men of the city ſaid unto Eliſha, Be- | 
hold, I pray thee, the ſituation of this city is 
pleaſant, as my lord ſeeth : but the water is naught, t 
and the ground barren. 
And he ſaid, bring me a new cruſe, and put falt ; 
therein. And they brought it to him. : 
And he went forth unto the ſpring of the waters, 
and caſt the ſalt in there, and ſaid, Thus faith the \ 
LoRp, I have healed theſe waters; there ſhall not be 
from thence any more dearth, or barren land. _ 
So the waters were healed unto this day, accord- _ 
ing to the ſaying of Eliſha which he ſpake. ; 
And he went up from thence unto Bethel :. and as 2 
he was going up by the way, there came forth lit- 
tle 
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tle children out of the city, and mocked him, and 
faid unto him, Go up, thou bald-head, go up, thou 
bald-head. | | 
And he turned back, and looked on them, and 
curſed them in the name of the LORD. And there 
came forth two ſhe-bears out of the wood, and tare 
torty and two children of them. 

And he went from thence to mount Carmel, and 
from thence he returned to Samaria, 


z 
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Eliſha, it feems, went on to Jericho; here he waited whilſt 
the fifty men went in fearch of Elijah, The inhabitants of 
the place, willing perhaps to prove his power, informed him 
of the unwholeſomeneſs of the water, and the barrenneſs of 
the ſoil. | 

Jericho“ was the firſt city which the Iſraelites took, after 
they paſſed the river Jordan. There is reaſon to ſuppole, that 
the inhabitants were incorrigibly wicked, for they were all 
extirpated by the command of the LorD, excepting Rahab 
the harlot and her relations. The Iſraelites were ſtrictly 
enjoined to deſtroy the city, and every thing in it, but the 
veſſels of ſilver and gold, which were conſecrated to the ſer- 
vice of the Tabernacle; and that the ruins of Jericho might 
remain as a monument of Gop's wrath againſt the Canaaa- 
ites, and of his mercy to his choſen people, Joſhua, in the 
name of the Lo RD, forbad them to rebuild it; aſſuring them, 
that whoever ſhould attempt it, avould lay the foundation in | 
his firſt-born; and in his youngeſt ſen ſhould he ſet up the gates 
ef it, This threatening (which implied that the whole poſ- 
„„ | * Sect. 30, vol. ii. 9 
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terity of the man, who preſumed to build on that ſpot, 
ſhould be cut oft) proved effectual for a great number of 
years ; but at length, in the days of Ahab king of Iſrael, 
Hie! *, one of the idolatrous inhabitants of the city of Bethel, 
in defiance of the curſe well-known in Iſrael, began to build 
it. His eldeſt ſon died immediately, as Joſhua had foretold; 
but Hiel proceeded in contempt of the Divine wrath, 
and gradually loſt all his children, the youngeſt of whom was 


cut off juſt as he had compleated his impious work. The 


bleſſing of the Lo RD was however denied to the city, till it 
pleaſed Gop to reſtore, by the hand of Eliſha, wholeſome- 
neſs to the water, and fertility to the ſoil, for the benefit of 
his ſervants the prophets, who had a ſchool there. 

Atter this acceptable ſervice was performed for the city of 
Jericho, Eliſha departed thence, in order to viſit another 
ſchool of the prophets at Bethel. In this city was one of the 
golden calves, which Jeroboam ſet up as an object of wor— 
ſhip; to which abominable idolatry the inhabitants of the 


place ſtill adhered. There is reaſon to think, that they had 


received intimation of Eliſha's approach, and regarding him 
as their profeſſed adverſary, reſolved to treat him with deri- 
ſion and contempt. For this purpoſe they ſent their children, 
or young menÞ, to inſult him, not merely as an old man, but 
as the ſervant of the LORD JEHovan. The indignity was 
not intended againſt Eliſha alone: they did not only reflect 


* See Sect. 3o, vol. ii. 
+ Theſe comments on the death of the children of Bethel are taken 


from the vindication of Eliſha's conduct towards them, which may be 
found in Dr. Gregory Sharpe's Second Argument in Defence of Chriſ- 


tianisy, Sc. This learned author informs us, that the Hebrew word, 
here rendered LITTLE, is a general term for quantity or quality; 
which, when applied to the offspring of men, does not always imply 
little, or ſmall in ſtature, but is oftentimes uſed to diſtinguiſh them 
from the more a«wanced in years, as the young from the old. The otker 
word is in very many places uſed for young men and ſervants. 


upon 
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upon his age, perſon, and character, by calling him nA 
HEAD, but upon his maſter Elijah, and in him upon the ſer- 
vice and ſervants of Gor, and even upon Gop Himſelf. 
For when they ſaid to Eliſha, co ve, and repeated it, they 
meant to bid him aſcend as his maſter had done before him, 
who went up by a whirlwind into heaven. It is very likely, 
that theſe impious youths, who came forth out of the city 
and mocked, would have gone farther, and might have kil- 
led the good old man: we cannot therefore wonder, that 
Fliſha vas commanded to curſe (or doom them to deſtruc— 
tion) by the authority of the LoRD; nor that ſo dreadful a 
judgment was inflicted on them; for the honour of Gop 
was concerned in the preſervation of his holy prophet; and 
the puniſhment of ſuch open infulters of his choſen ſervant, 

We ſhall find that Eliſha, in every inſtance of his life 
which is recorded, appears to have been of a mild, benevo- 
lent diſpoſition; from whence there 1s reaſon to conclude, 
that he would have forgiven any perſonal affront to himſelf: 


and therefore we cannot ſuppoſe that he would have been 


ſo ſevere, as to have curled a number of little boys and girls, 


who were playing innocently in the ſtreets, merely for ob- 


ſerving the naked appearance of his head, and deſiring him 
to paſs on, and not diſturb their mirthful ſport : though 
even little children would have been deſerving of rebuke and 
chaſtiſement, if their parents had taught them the reverence 
due to the aged; but if the inhabitants of Bethel brought up 
their children from their early intancy, to deſpiſe and {coiF 
at the miniſters of the LorD; they certainly provoked Gon 
to ſend judgments upon zhemſelves: and no circumſtance 
could have afflicted theſe ſinners more, than having their 
little ones torn to pieces by a furious wild beaſt, ſince even 
wicked perſons uſually have great affection for their offspring. 
As for the poor children, death could not be an e to them 
in ſuch a caſe, but a mercy, ſince it did but remove them 

Q 2 from 
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from a world where tliey were devoted to vice and impicty, 
into a ſtate of perfect happineſs. So that, whether thoſe who 
were flain by the bears were young men or little children, the 
juſtice of God clearly appears, and the prophet is vindi- 
cated from the imputation of cruelty. May the hiſtory of 
this dreadful viſitation influence children and youths to re- 
gulate their own conduct by it, both in relation to the re- 
ſpect which it becomes them to pay to perſons grown ve- 
nerable by experience and a good life, and the reverence 
which is due to the miniſters of Gop 


r ., 


TuE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF JEHORAM, 
(CALLED ALSO JoRAM) KING oF ISRAEL, 


MI Jehoram the ſon of Ahab began to reign 
over Iſrael in Samaria, in the eighteenth year 
of Jehothaphat king of Judah. 

And he wrought evil in the ſight of the Lorp; 
but not like his father, and like his mother: for he 
put away the image of Baal that his father had made. 

Nevertheleſs, he cleaved unto the fins of Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, which made Iſrael to ſin; he de- 
parted not therefrom. 

And Meſha king of Moab was a ſheep-maſter, and 
rendered unto the king of Iſrael an hundred thouſand 
lambs, and an hundred thouſand rams with the wool. 

But it came to paſs when Ahab was dead, that 
the king of Moab rebelled againſt the king of Iſrael. 


And 
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And Jehoram ſent to Jehoſhaphat the king of 
Judah, ſaying, The king of Moab hath rebelled 
againſt me: wilt thou go with me againſt Moab to 
battle? and he ſaid, I will go up: I am as thou art, 
my people as thy people, and my horſes as thy horſes. 

And he faid, Which way {hall we go up? and he 
anſwered, The way through the wildernels of dom. 

So the king of Iſrael went, and the king of Judah, 
and the king of Edom, and they fetched a conpals of 
ſeven days journey: and there was no water tor the 
hoſt, and for the catile that followed them, 

And the king of Ifracl fad, Alas, that the Lorn- 
hath called theſe three kings together to deliver them 
into the hand of Moab. 

But Jehoſhaphat ſaid, Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lorp, that we may enquire of the Lozp by 
him? and one of the king of Iſrael's ſervants anſwered 
and ſaid, Here is Elifha the ſon of Shaphat, which 
poured water on the hands of Elijah. 

And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, The word of the Log is 
with him. So the king of Iſrael, and Jehoſhaphat, 
and the king of Edom went down to him. 

And Eliſha ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, What have 
I to do with thee? get thee to the prophets of thy fa- 
ther, and to the prophets of thy mother. And the 
king of Iſrael ſaid unto him, Nay: for the Lonp hath 
called theſe three kings together, to deliver them into 

the hand of Moab. | 

And Eliſha ſaid, As the LoRD of hoſts liveth, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, furely, were it not that I regard 
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the preſence of Jehoſhophat the king of Judah, I 
would not look toward thee, nor ſee thee. 

But now bring me a minſirel. And it came to paſs 
when the minſtrel played, that the R of the LoRD 
came upon him. 

And he faid, Thus faith the Lon p, Make this val 
ley full of ditches. 

For thus ſaith the Lok p, Ye ſhall not ſee wind, 
neither ſhall ye ſee rain; yet that valley ſhall be filled 
with water, that ye may drink, both ye and your cat- 
| tle, and your beaſts. 

And this is but a light thing in the fight of the 
LokD: he will deliver the Moabites alſo into your 
hand. | 

And ye ſhall ſmite every fenced city and every choice 
city, and ſhall {ell every good tree, and ſtop all wells 
of water, and mar every good piece of land with 
ſtones. 

And it came to paſs in the morning „when the meat- 
offering was offered, that behold chers came water by 


the way of Edom, and the country was filled with 


water. 

And when all the Moabites heard that the kings 
were come up to fight againſt them, they gathered all 
that were able to put on armour, and 8 and 
ſtood ini the border. 


And they roſe up early in the morning, and the ſun 


ſhone upon the water, and the Moabites ſaw the wa- 
ter on the other ſide as red as blood; 


And 


— — — — 


THE KING OF MOAB's SACRIFICE. 343 


And they ſaid, This is blood: the kings are ſurely 
ſlain, and they have ſmitten one another: now there- 
fore, Moab to the ſpoil. | 

And when they came to the camp of Ifrael, the 
Iſraclites roſe up and ſmote the Moabites, ſo that they 
fled before them; but they went forward ſiniting the 
Moabites, even in their country. 


And they beat down the cities, and on every good 
piece of land caſt every man his tone, and filled it; 
and they ſtopped all the wells of water, and felled all 
the good trees: only in Kir-haraſeth left they the 
ſtones thereof; howbeit, the lingers went about it, 
and ſmote it. 

And when the king of Moab ſaw that the battle 
was too ſore for him, he took with him ſeven hundred 
men that drew ſwords to break through even unto the 
king of Edom: but they could not. 

Then he took his eldeſt fon that ſhould have reigned 
in his ſtead, and offered him for a burnt offering upon 

the wall. And there was great indignation againſt 
Iſrael: and they departed from him, and returned to 
their own land, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


fiehoram, we find, put away the image of Baal; perhaps Je- 
hoſhaphat had influenced him in this particular; but he (tilt 
1 retained thoſe abominations by which Jeroboam the ſon of 
I Nebat, had originally provoked the anger of the Lo Rp. 
The rebellion of the Moabites was mentioned in a former 
I ſection; but we do not find that Ahaziah made any attempt to 
Bo Ty . Q.4 | + NEQUCE 
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reduce them, notwithſtanding the tribute which the king of 
Moab paid was a conſiderable revenue to the crown. Jehoran, 
ſenſible of the folly of his predeceſfor, reſolved to chaſtiſe the 
rebels, and having a juſt opinion of Jehoſhaphat's merit, ſv. 
licited him to be his confederate, which he readily conſented 
to. I think we may conclude, from the general tenor of Je- 
hoſhaphat's conduct, that he thought it his duty to afliſt the 
king of Iſrael in ſuch a, cauſe, as he had reaſon to think he 
had renounced idolatry, Jehoſhaphat did not firſt enquire 
the will of the LoRD, ſuppoſing, perhaps, that the king of 
Iſrael would do ſo; and therefore turned his attention toward, 
collecting all the forces he could; and for this purpoſe de- 
manded the aid of the king of Edom, who was no more than 
a deputy under him. The plan which Jchoſhaphat propoſe, 
appeared a very politic one; hut the execution of it brought 
the three kings into ſuch diſtreſs, as nothing but the provi-- 
dence of Gop could deliver them from. The king of Iſrael 
began to reproach the Loxp as the author of their misfor- 
tune; but Jehoſhaphat wiſely and piouſly wiſhed to enquire 
by the mouth of {ome holy prophet, by what means they 
might be relieved in this unhappy ſituation, and whether the 
preſent enterprize was agreeable to the Divine will. 

We may ſuppoſe that Elifha attended this tedious march by 
the appointment of Gop, that he might prove by his counſels 
and direction, the chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof, 
as Elijah had formerly been“. It is likely that there were 
many in this combined army to whom the prophet was known, 
though he kept himſelf concealed from the Kings, till they 
ſhould wiſh for his preſence. 

Jehoſhaphat had ſuch honour for a prophet with whom the 
word of the Lo RD was, that he willingly condeſcended to viſit 
Eliſha in perſon, inſtead of ſending to fetch him. The other 
two kings were compelled by their neceſſities to attend them; 


* See Section 55. 
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for they could not expect the prophet would obey their ſum- 
mons, as they were idolators. 

Eliſha knew that Jehoram was not reformed, though he had 
with intereſted views put away theimage of Baal; he therefore 
beheld him with a holy indignation, which ſo much diſturbed 
his mind, that he required a π in to be ſent for; who, by 
playing on a harp and ſinging pſalms, calmed the tumult of 
his ſpirits: from this circumſtance we may judge, that it is 
proper for thoſe who deſire communion with Gor, to keep 
their ſpirits quiet and ſerene, ſince they are not prepared even 
for prayer and praiſe till they can lift up their thoughts to 
heaven. Eliſha was however guilty of no fin in his behaviour 
to Jehoram, as he kept his anger within due bounds, and 
diſmifled it ſo ſoon, 

The order which the prophet gave to the ſuppitant kings, 
to make the valley full of ditches, was to try their faith and 
obedience. The ſupply of water, he foretold, could not come 
by natural means; and therefore, when it came, was an earneſt 
of the victory which was alſo promiſed.” It is ſuppoſed, that 
on this occaſion the water miraculoufly ſprang from ſome of 
the fountains of the great deep; (the Anyss, which is thought 
to be in the center of the carth) which, like e waters abowe 
the firmament, are under the controul and direction of the 
GREAT CREATOR, | 

It is obſervable, that this relief came juſt at the time of 
offering the morning ſacrifice at the Temple ia Jeruſalem. 


This was in thoſe days a fixcd hour of prayer; and it ſeems to 


have been the cuſtom of theſe amongſt Gop's faithful people, 


who were at a diſtance from the Holy Altar, to preſent their 


petitions to the ALMIGHTY atthe ſame hour; by which means 


they, in a ſpirizual ſenſe, joined the congregation. 

The Moabites knew the valley was a dry one, and as there 
nad not been any rain, they had no thoughts of its heing full 
of water; and as they were not only un;uſt in their revolt from 

A5 Iſrael, 
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Iſrael, but contemners of God's holy religion, they were per- 
mitted to deceive tbemſelmes to their deſtruction. 

The action of the king of Moab, in ſacrificing his eldeſt 
ſon, fills us with horror. It is ſuppoſed he did it to obtain the 
favour of Chemoth, his idol. There was great indignation 
againſt Iſrael for driving him to this extremity ; and the people 
of the LokD, unwilling to be ſpectators of ſuch ſcenes of un- 
natural barbarity and impious abominations, withdrew their 
forces, and returned to their own land. 


. Lb. 


THE CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF JEHOSHA- 
PHAT KING OF JUDAH. 


T came to paſs after this alſo, that the children of 
Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with 
them other beſides the Ammonites, came againſt Je- 
hoſhaphat to battle. 
Then there came ſome that told Jehoſhaphat, ſay- 
ing, There cometh a great multitude againſt thee 
from beyond the ſea on this ſide Syria, and behold, 
they be in Hazazon-tamar, which is in En-gedi. 

And Jehoſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the 
Los, and proclaimed a faſt throughout all Judah. _ 
And Judah gathered themſelves together to atk help 
ef the LoR PD: even out of all the cities of Judah they 

came to ſeek the Lorp. | 
And Jehoſhaphat ſtood in the congregation of Ju- 
dah and Jeruſalem, in the houſe of the LORD before 
1 


. oO 
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the new court, And ſaid, O Loxp Gop of our fathers, 
Art not thou Gop in heaven; and ruleſt not thou over 
all the kingdoms of tbe heathen; and in thine hand 
is not there power and might, ſo that none is able to 
withſtand thee? 

Art not thou our Gop, who didſt drive out the in- 
habitants of this land before thy people Iſrael, and 
gaveſt it to the ſeed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 
And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a ſanctu- 
ary therein for thy name, ſaying, If when evil cometh 
upon us, as the ſword, judgment, or peſtilence, or fa- 
mine, we ſtand before this houſe, and in thy preſence, 
(for thy name is in this houſe) and cry unto the in 
our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help ? | 

And now behold, the children of Ammon, and 
Moab, and mount Seir, whom thou wouldeſt not let 
Iſrael invade when they came out of the land of Egypt 
but they turned from them, and deſtroyed thera not; 
Behold, I ſay, how they reward us, to come to caſt us 
out of thy poſſeſſion, which thou haſt given us to inhe- 
At.. | 

O our Gon, wilt thou not judge them? for we 
have no might againſt this great company that cometh 
againſt us; neither know we what to do; but our 
eyes are upon thee. | 

And all Judah ſtood before the Lond, with their 


little ones, their wives and their children. 


Then upon Jahazel the ſon of Zechariah, the ſon of 


 Benaiah, the ſon of ſeiel, the fon of Mattaniah, a Le- 


2 6 vite 
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vite of the ſons of Aſaph, came the ſpirit of the Lonn 
in the midſt of the congregation; And he ſaid, 
Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
tem, and thou king Jehoſhaphat. Thus ſaith the 
Loꝝx p unto you, Be not afraid nor diſmayed, by rea- 
fon of this great multitude ; for the battle is not yours, 
but Gop's. 

Jo morrow go ye down againſt them; behold, the; 
come up by the cliff of Ziz, and ye ſhall find them at 
the end of the brook, before the wilderneſs of Je- 
ruel. 8 OB 

Ye ſhall not need to fight in this battle: ſet your- 
ſelves, ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of the Lon» 
with you, O Judah and Jeruſalem: fear not, nor bc 
diſmayed: to morrow go out againſt them: for the 
LoRD will be with you. 

And Jehoſhaphat bowed his head with his face to 
the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem fell before the LoR D, worſhipping the Lon. 

And the Levites of the children of the Kohathites, 
and of the children of the Korhites, ſtood up to praiſe 
the LozDd Gop of Ifrael with a loud voice on high. 

And they roſe carly in the moraing, and went forth 
into the wilderneſs of 'Tekoa: and as they went forth, 
Jehoſhaphat ſtood, and ſaid, Hear me, O Judah, and 
ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem; Believe in the LoRD 
your G.op, fo fhall ye be eſtabliſhed: believe his Ang 
phets, ſo ſhall ye proſper. 

And when he had conſulted with the people, he 
apf ointed fingers unto the Lozp, that ſhould praiſe 


the 
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the beauty of holineſs as they went out before the 
army, and fay, Praiſe the Lon D; for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. 

And when they began to ſing and to praiſe, the 
Lonp ſet ambuſhments againſt the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come againſt 
Judah; and they were ſmitten. 

For the children of Ammon and Moab ſtood up 
againſt the inhabitauts of mount Seir, utterly to ſlay 
and deſtroy them: and when they had made an end of 
the inhabitants of Seir every one helped to deſtroy. ano- 
ther. | 

And when Judah came toward the watch-tower in 
the wilderneſs, they looked unto the multitude, and 
behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and 


none eſcaped. 


And when Jehoſhaphat and his people came to take 


away the ſpoil of them, they found among them in 


abundance both riches with the dead bodics, and pre- 
cious jewels, which they ſtripped off for themſelves, 
more than they could carry away: and they were three 
days in gathering of the ſpoil: it was ſo much. 

And on the fourth day they aſſembled themſelves in 
the valley of Berachah: for there they bleſſed the 
Loxp. Therefore the name of the ſame place was 
called, The valley of Berachah unto this day. 

Then they returned every man of Judah and Jeru- 
ſalem, and Jehoſhaphat in the fore-front of them, to 
go again to Jeruſalem with joy: for the Loxp had 
made them to rejoice over their enemies, 


And 
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And they came to Jeruſalem with pſalteries, and 
harps, and trumpets, unto the houſe of the Loxp. 

And the fear of Gop was on all the kingdoms of 
thoſe countries, when they had heard that the LoRD 
fought againſt the enemies of Iſrael. 

So the realm of Jehoſhaphat was quiet: for his 
Go gave him reſt round about, 

And Jehoſhaphat reigned over Judah: he was 
thirty and five years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned twenty and five years in Jeruſalem. And 
his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of 
Shilhi. 

And he walked in the way of Aſa his father, and 
departed not from it, doing that which was right in 
the ſight of the LoRD. 

Howbeit, the high places were not taken away: for 
as yet the people had not prepared their hearts unto- 
the Gop of their fathers. 

Now Jehoſhaphat ſlept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David. And 
Jehoram his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS Av REFLECTIONS. 


Before Jehoſhaphat went with Jehoram king of Iſrael on the 
expedition againſt the Moabites, he had taken great pains 
for the reformation of his own people, and the due adminiſ- 
tration of juſtice in his kingdom; and we have reaſon to be- 
heve, that he renewed his attention to theſe important ob- 
jects when he returned to Jeruſalem, and therefore it is likely, 
Me Shes the uſual bleſlings of peace and proſperity ; how- 
ever, 
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ever, he was alarmed with a powerful invaſion from the 
Moabites, who in revenge for his aſliſting Jchoram, col- 
lected a confederate army, and marched within a few miles 
of his capital before he had notice of their deſign, His con- 
duct on this occaſion was truly conſiſtent with his duty as 
king of Judah; for he did not begin with warlike prepara- 

tions, but was ſolicitous firſt to ſecure the favour of Gop by 
humiltation and prayer, 'The people readily aſſembled to join 
with him, earneſtly ſecking the aid of the Lox. 

The prayer which Jchoſhaphat offered up on this oc- 
caſion, is deſervedly accounted one of the moſt excellent that 
we meet with in ſacred hiſtory®.” 

Gop vouchſafed to give an immediate and gracious anſwer 
to the humble ſupplications of this pious king and his peo- 
ple, by the mouth of the prophet Jehaziel a Levite : whether 
Jehazicl was a prophet before is not certain. 

The manner in which Jehoſhaphat and his people received 
this welcome prediction, and obeyed the direction of the 
LoRD, needs no comment or explanation: the king and 
people of Judah ſoon found, by joyful experience, how ſafe 
it was to put their whole truſt and confidence in the ſalvation 
of the LokD, who certainly would not have permitted theſe 
haughty foes ro invade His land, when the king was faithful 
and the people obedient; if he had not intended to convince 
them by a miraculous deliverance, that none ſhould prevail 
againſt them if they believed his holy word, and ſerved him 
with a willing mind. 

It is ſuppoſed that the combined army were lying in am- 
buſh in different parts, to ſurprize the Iſraelites, when the 
Lo Ro ſtruck them with ſuch terror and confuſion, that they 
knew not friends from foes, but deſtroyed each other“. 

It muſt have been a moſt tranſporting fight to the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, to behold Jehoſhaphat and his troops re- 


* See Patrick's Commentary. + Ibid. 
turn 


turn laden with coſtly ſpoils, triumphantly ſinging the praiſes 
of the LoRD 
The honour which the king of Judah had loſt in the eyes 


of the ſurrounding nations by joining himſelf with Ahab and 


Ahaziah, was now reſtored, and peace, with all its train of 
bleſſings, crowned the end of his days. 

Jehoſhaphat himſelf continued ſteadfaſt in the ſervice of 
Gop, and did every thing in his power to compleat the re. 
formation of his people. But though his authority obliged 


them to attend to the ordinances of religion, and they were 


on ſome occaſions influenced by his exhortations and exam 
ple, to turn to the LoRD with ſincerity, piety had not taken 
deep root in their hearts, or they certainly would have been 
ſolicitous to remove the high places, and ſerve God iu a 
manner perfectly agrecable to his divine inſtitutions; as 
they had not only the Temple to reſort to, but in various 
places, prieſts and Levites attended to expound the law. 

The good king Jehoſhaphat, certainly was one of the bell 
monarchs that. ever fat on the throne of Judah: he never 
diſcovered the leaſt inclination to idolatry, nor do we read 
of his committing any ſin, excepting that of forming alliances 
with the wicked kings of Iſrael, into which he ſeems to have 
fallen through the want of conſideration, owing to a precipi- 
tate diſpoſition of mind, or a too ready deſire of obliging 
others; but the leaſt remonſtrance or reproof brought him, 
to a ſenſe of his duty, and he haſted to repent and regain the 
favour of Gop. His behaviour, in reſpect to the invaſion ol 
the Moabites, abounds with inſtruction worthy of the atten- 
tion of all the kings of the earth. 


8 p ee 2 E 3 
Tar nern OF NAAMAN THE SYRIAN: 


Naaman the Syrian, is ſuppoſed to have been the genera 
who commanded in mat memorable battle wherein Ahab 


king 


1 
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hab 
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king of Iſrael was ſlain; he is ſaid to have been à great man 
with his maſter, and honourable, becruſe by him the LORD had 
given deliverance unto Syria he was alſo a mighty man in va- 
lour, but he was a leper. The Syrians, in ſome of their ex- 
curſions into the land of Iſrael, had taken captive a Hebrew 
naid, wlio waited upon Naaman's wife; ſhe was treated with 
great kindneſs, which engaged her gratitude, and was a fer- 
vant of the true Gop; conſequently, ſolicituus to make his 
glory known, Eliſha never had cleanſed a leper, yet this 
little maid, from his other miracles inferred, that he could 
heal her mater ; and from his uſual bens ficence that he 0 d 
do fo, ſhe therefore expreſſed to Naa nan's wife, a with that 
her LokD was with the prophet in Ifrael. Naaman gave a 
ready ear to his ſervant's relation of the wonderful miracles 
wrought by the hand of Eliſha, and appears to have formed 
an immediate deſign of applying to this famous prophet, 
But as he reſided in an eneray's country, it was neceſſary 
that Naaman ſhould firſt obtain the permiſſion of his ſove- 
reign, The king of Syria, in order to do honour to his ge- 
neral, gave him a letter to the king of Ifrael, requeſting 
that he would cure Naaman; being, as we may ſuppoſe, too 
haughty to addreſs himſelf to Eliſha, and thinking that Jeho- 
ram could command the prophet to exert his {-]] in Naaman's 
favour. The king of Iſrael, tliough an idolator, was ſhocked 
at this application ; and was likewiſe alarmed, leſt Ben-hadad 
ſhould make luis rc*uſal to comply with his requeſt, a pretence 
for a war with hm 

If Jehoram 124! entertained proper notions of the power 
of the Lo Rp, le would immediately have referred Naaman 


to Eliſha for relief; however, the Divine BEIN, who 


made known to Eliſha that Naaman ſhould be cured, di- 
rected him alſo to defire the king to fend the Syrian general 
to him, „ Naaman* came with a magnificent retinue to the 


* Henrv's Annotations. 
door 
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door of the prophet, expecting to be treated with that dic. 
tinction which he thought due to his rank and quality, and 
that his cure would be performed with great pomp and ce- 
remony ; and was therefore highly enraged, when he received 
only a meſſage from Eliſha, 2% qu ſeven times in Jordan, 
and be clean. He had never heard any medicinal quality at- 
tributed to the water of this river, and thought it a contempt 
put upon Syria, by preterring it to thoſe which flowed thro” 
that country; but was eaſily prevailed on by his attendants, to 
lay aſide his rage, and make the experiment,and immediately 
Irs ſkin became like that of a little child, Convinced now ot 
the power of the Gop of [/racl, and willing to ſhew his gra- 
titude for the prophet's prayers, he offered him rich gifts; 
but Eliſha nobly refuſed them, that the Syrians might know, 
the ſervants of the God of Iſrael looked upon the wealth o! 
this world with contempt. In order to repair his fault, in 
deſpiſing the waters of Jordan, Naaman deſired to carry ſome 
of the earth of the land of Iſrael with him, thinking an altar 
of that would be moſt acceptable; or perhaps, intending to 
erect it in his own country as a monument of his cure, and 
to invite his countrymen to pay their adoration at it ; but 
this requeſt was not granted, becauſe it proceeded from 
ſuperſtition. He now regretted that he had ever entered the 
temple of Rimmon, and was apprehenſive his having done ſo 
was an unpardonable act; but the prophet deſired him to go 
in peace; and he departed, in order to return to his own 
country “. 
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Some of the learned are of opinion, that the text reſpeting Naa- 
man's bowing himſelf in the houſe of R1iMmMon, is tranſlated wrong, 
and that it ſhould have been rendered as follows: In this thing the 
Lokn pardon thy ſervant, that wwhen my maſter WENT into the houſe of 
Rimmon to worſhip there, and E LEANED in my hand, and I BowED 
myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon the Lon p pardon thy ſervant in this 
thing: that I BOW ED myſelf in the kouſe of Rimmon, It is obſerved, 

that 


Gn Denon. 


Gehazi, the ſervant of Eliſha, thought that his maſter was 
very wrong in refuſing the gifts which had been offered by 
the Syrian general; he therefore reſolved to obtain them for 
himſelf, and ran with all poflible ſpeed after Naaman, whom 
he ſoon overtook, and told him, that ſome young men, ſons 
of the prophets, were come to his maſter, who ſtood in need 
of aſſiſtance; and that Elita requeſted he would fend him 
two talents of ſilver, and two changes of garments. Na- 
aman immediately complied with his demand, and Gehazi 
went back to his maſter, from whom he intended to conceal 
what he had done; 3 but as this was an affair in which the þo- 
ror of GOD was concerned, the LORD revealed it to Eliſha, 
who, as ſoon as Gehazi entered the r dom; demanded where 
he had been ; he replied, Thy ſervant acht mo aubhitber; on 
which Eliſha ſaid, [Vent not my heart 26119 thee when the man 
turned again from his chariot to mect the? The leproſy of Na- 
aman fhall cleave unto thee, and to thy feed fer ever: and Ge- 
haz! went out of his preſence a leper as white as ſnow, Ge- 
kazi's crime certainly merited the judgment which was in- 
flicted upon him: this wicked ſervant was ſoon convinced 
that the HoLY Gop, whole ſpirit inſpired Eliſha, could not 
be deceived; and that „ thoſe who get wealth by fraud: and 


injuſtice, cannot expect either the comfort or continuance 


of it. | \ 

« The general inſtruction that m. iy be collected from the 
hiſtory of Naaman, is this, that no ſtate of life is exempt 
from misfortune; and that what we eſteem the fevereſt ca- 
lamities, are often productive of the greateſt benefits, Had 
Naaman enjoyed health, as well as honour and ſucceſs ; had 


that this conſtruction ſeems beſt to agree with the ret of Naaman's 
diſcourſe may it not therefore be inferred from it, that this General 

ever went by choice into the idol's temple, but worſhipped in private 
the unknown Gop; who, as a reward for his good intentions, revealed 
himſelf to him in fo graciuus and wonderful a manner ? 


he 
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he had nothing to divide his attention but the triumphs of 
the field and the pleaſures of the court, he might inde] 
have continued a favourite with his prince, and an idol «+ 


the people; but he would ever have remained a ſtranger tc 
to his Gop. 


„There is nothing but religion that can make us tru!y 


honourable ; nothing but the favour of the SUPREME Br. 
ING that can make us truly happy.” 


TR ConTiInUaTION OF THE REIGN oF Jrno- 
RAM (OR JorRam) KINO or ISRAEL. 


HEN the king of Syria warred againſt Iſrael, 


and took counſel. with his ſervants, ſaying, in 


ſuch and ſuch place ſhall be my camp. 

And the man of Gop ſent unto the king of Iſrael, 
ſaying, Beware that thou paſs not ſuch a place; for 
thither the Syrians are come down, 

And the king of Iſrael ſent to the place which the 
man of Gop told him and warned him of, and ſaved 
himſelf there not once nor twice. 

Therefore the heart of the king. of Syria was ſore 
troubled for this thing; and he called his ſervants, and 


ſaid unto them, Will ye not ſhew me which of us 1s 
for the king of Iſrael? 


And one of ſervants ſaid, None, my lord, O 


king: but Eliſha the prophet, that is in Iſrael, tel- 


leth the king of Iſrael the words that thou ſpeakeſt in 
thy bed-chamber, 


Ang 
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And he faid, Go, and [py where he is, that I may 
ſend and fetch him. And it was told him, ſaying, 
Behold, he 1s in Dothan. | 

Therefore ſent he thither horſes and chariots, and 
a great hoſt: and they came by night, and compaſſed 
the city about, 

And when the ſervant of the man of GoD was riſen 
early, and gone forth, behold an hoſt encompaſſed 
the city, both horſes and chariots. And his ſer- 
vant faid unto him, Alas my maſter! how ſhall we 
do? 

And he anſwered, Fear not: for they that be with 
us are more than they that be with them, 

And Eliſha, prayed, and ſaid, Lok, I pray thee, 
open his eyes that he may ſee. And the Lorp 
opened the eyes of the young man: and he ſaw: and 
behold the mountain was full of horſes and chariots 
of fire round about Eliſha. 

And when they came down to him, Eliſha prayed 
_ unto the LorD, and faid, Smite this people I pray 
thee with blindneſs. And he ſmote them with blind- 
neſs, according to the word of Eliſha. 

And Eliſha faid unto them, This is not the way, 
neither is this the city, follow me, and I will bring 
you to the man whom ye ſeek, But he led them to 
Samaria. 

And it came to paſs when they were come into Sa- 
maria, that Eliſha ſaid, Lox, open the eyes of theſe 
men that they may ſee. And the LoRD opened their 

eyes 
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eyes, and they ſaw: and behold they were in the 
midſt of Samaria. 


And the king of Iſrael ſaid, unto Eliſha, when he 


ſaw them, My father, Shall I ſmite them; ſhall I 
ſmite them? and he anſwered, Thou ſhalt not ſmite 
them: wouldeſt thou ſmite thoſe whom thou haſt 
taken captive with thy ſword and with thy bow? Set 
bread and water before them that they may eat and 
drink, and go to their maſter, 

And he prepared great proviſion for them: and when 
they had eaten and drunk, he ſent them away, aud 
they went to their maſter. So the bands of Syria 
came no more into the land of Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


There is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Naaman en his return to 
Syria, was removed from the command of the army, either 
for refuſing to attend his ſovereign into the temple of Rim- 
mon; or from a ſuſpicion that he would favour a people, in 
whoſe land he had received ſo extraordinary a mercy. The 
fame of Eliſha was doubtleſs ſpread amongſt the Syrians by 
Naaman, and thoſe who had been witneſſes of his cure; and 
therefore it was natural for them to imagine, that this pro- 
phet was endued with ſuch a degree of knowledge, as to be 
able to diſconcert all the ſecret deſigns of Ben-hadad. 

Eliſha at this time reſided at Dothan, which was not far 


from Samaria. The king of Syria was reſolved. to ſeize him, 


and therefore ſent a great army to encompaſs the city, that 
he might not make his eſcape from any part of it. The pro- 
phet's ſervant being up early, was the firſt to obſerve them, 
and was greatly alarmed; but Eliſha, who was already ap- 

prized 
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prized of their motions by divine inſpiration, received his in- 
telligence with perfect ſerenity, knowing that he was guarded 
by a heavenly hoſt; who we are told, in ſcripture, encamp 
about thoſe that fear the Lo Ry to deliver them. Mortal eyes 
indeed, cannot behold theſe heavenly guardians, unleſs 
opened by the miraculous power of Gop, as in the caſe of 
Eliſha and his ſervant; but as it is recorded in holy writ that 
they have been made viſible to ſuch choſen witneſſes, we may 
ſafely believe the truth of their exiſtence and miniſtry, 

The ſame Almighty Being, who enlightened the eyes of 
the prophet and his attendant, darkened thoſe of Ben-hadad's 
army: not that they were ſeized with actual blindneſs, but 
their ſenſes and undeſtandings were ſo confuſed, that they 
were unable to diſtinguiſh one thing from another. Theſe 
perſons had received command to go ro rhe city where Eliſha 
was, not merely to Dothan, but without doubt to purſue 
him if he ſhould eſcape to another place: the prophet there- 
fore told them no falſity, when he ſaid that was NOT rhe city, 
becauſe he whom they ſought was not then in it ; and as the 
event proves that he had no ill deſign againſt them, he is ac- 
quitted of fin in leading them on to Samaria: if he had com- 
manded the inhabitants to put them to the ſword, he might 
perhaps have been accuſed of treachery ; though I believe 
the practice of all nations towards their enemies, will juſtify 

is policy in thus deluding thoſe who came with a deſign to 
deſtroy kim, as a preparation to the deſtruction of kzs coun- 
try, 
It muſt have been a great ſurprize to the king of Iſrael, to 
| behold the Syrian hoſt thus conducted by Eliſha into the midſt 
of his capital; but as he perceived it was miraculous, he re- 
ſtrained his deſire of cutting them off, and conſidering the 
prophet as his father and protector, gladly ſubmitted to his 
direction, | 

* Pſalm xxxiv. 7. 
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Eliſha, by the providence of Gop, gained a glorious tri- 
umph over his perſecutors, and employed his advantage, 
even like a chriſtian. His behaviour had a natural tendency to 
turn their hatred againſt Iſrael into eſteem, and to convert 
them to the worthip of Iſrael's Gop. It anſwered the pur. 
poſe of putting an end to the intended war; for Ben- hadad 
was intimidated from purſuing his deſign, - and made no 
more attempts to ſeize the perſon of Eliſha in the land of II. 
rael. | 


r. 


ThE ConNTINUATION OF THE HisTORY OF JE- 
HORAM (OR JORAM) KING OF ISRAEL. 


ND it came to paſs after this, that Ben-hadad 
king of Syria gathered all his hoſt, and went up 
and beſieged Samaria. 

And there was a ereat famine in Samaria: and be- 
hold, they beſieged it until an aſs's head was ſold for 
fourſcore pieces of filver, and the fourth part of a cab 
of dove's dung for tive pieces of ſilver. 

And as the king of Ifrae] was paſſing by upon the 
wall, there cried a woman unto him, ſaying, Help, 
my lord, O king. 

And he ſaid, If the Lorp do not help thee, whence 
| ſhall I help thee? out of the barn-floor, or out of the 
wine-prels? And the king ſaid unto her, What aileth 
| thee? and ſhe anſwered, This woman ſaid unto me, 
Give thy ſon, that we may eat him to-day, and we 
will eat my fon to-morrow, 
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So we boiled my ſon, and did eat him: and ] ſaid 
unto her on the next day, Give thy ſon, that we may 
eat him: and ſhe hath hid her ſon. 

And it came to paſs when the king heard the words 
of the woman, that he rent his clothes; and he paſſed 
by upon the wall, and the people looked, and behold 
he had ſack-cloth within upon his fleſh. 

Then he ſaid, God do fo, and more alto to me, if 

the head of Eliſha the {on of Shaphit ſhall ſtand on him 
this day. 

But Eliſha ſat in his houſe ; and the elders fat with 
him: and the king ſent a man from before him: but 
ere the meſſenger came to him, Eliſha ſaid to the el- 
ders, See ye how this lon of a murderer hath ſent to 
takeaway mine head] look, when the meſſenger cometh 
ſhut the door, and hold him faſt at the door: is not 
the ſound of his maſter's feet behind him?. And 
while he yet talked with them, behold, the meſſenger 
came down unto him: and he faid, Behold, this evil 
is of the Loap: what ſhould I wait for the Log any 
longer ? 

Then Eliſha raid, Hear ye the word of the Lon p, 
thus faith the Lord, To-morrow about this time 
{hall a meaſure of fine flour be fold for a ſhekel, and 
two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, in the gate of Sa- 
maria. 

Then a lord on whoſe hand the king leaned, an- 
ſwered the man of Gop, and ſaid, Eehold, if the 
_ Lorp would make windows in heaven, might this 
Vol. III. R thing 
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thing be? and he ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee it with 
thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof. 

And there were four leprous men at the entering in 
at the gate: and they ſaid one to another, Why ſit we 
here until we die? If we ſay, We will enter into the 
city, then the famine is in the city, and we ſhall die 
there: and if we fit {till here, we die alſo. Now there- 
fore come, let us fall unto the hoſt of the Syrians : and 
if they ſave us alive we ſhall live: and if they kill us, 
vie ſhall but die. 

And they roſe up in the twilight to go unto the camp 
of the Syrians: and when they were come to the utter- 
moſt part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no 
man there. | 
For the LorD had made the hoſt of the Syrians to ' 

hear a noiſe of chariots and a noiſe of horſes, even the 
noiſe of a great hoſt : and they ſaid one to another, Lo, 
the king of Iſrael hath hired againſt us the kings of the 
Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians to come upon 
us. | 
Wherefore they aroſe and fled in the twilight, and 
left their tents, and their horſes, and their aſſes, even 
the camp as it was, and fled for their lite. 

And when theſe lepers came to the uttermoſt part 
of the camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and 
drink, and carried thence, filver, and gold, and rai- 
ment, and went and hid it; and came again, and en- 
tered into another tent, and carried thence alſo, and 
went and hid it, 


Then 
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'Fhen they faid one to another, We do not well: 
this day is a day of good tidings and we held our peace; 
if we tarry till the morning light, ſome miſchief will 
come upon us: now therefore come, that we may go 
and tell the king's houſhold. 

So they came, and called unto the porter of the 
city: and they told them faying, We came to the 
camp of the Syrians, and behold, there was no man 
there, neither voice of man, but horſes tied, and aſſes 
tied, and the tents as they were. 

And he called the porters; and they told it to the 
king's houſe within, 

And the king aroſe in the night, and ſaid unto his 
ſervants, I will now ſhew you what the Syrians have 
done to us. They know that we be hungry ; there- 
fore are they gone out of the camp, to hide themſelves 
in the field, ſaying, When they come out of the city, 
we ſhall catch them alive, and get into the city. 

And one of his ſervants anſwered and ſaid, Let ſome 
take, I pray thee, five of the horſes that remain, which 
areleft in the city, (behold they are as all the multitude 

of Iſrael that are left in it: Behold, I ſay, they are 
even as all the multitude of the Iſraelites that are con- 
ſumed) and let us ſend and ſee. 

They took therefore two chariot-horſes, and the 
king ſent after the hoſt of the Syrians, ſaying, Go, 
and ſee. : 

And they went after them unto Jordan : and lo, all 

the way was full of garments and veſſels, which the 
R 2 ' Syrians 
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_ Syrians had caſt away in their haſte. And the meſlen. 
gers returned and told the king. 

And the people went out, and ſpoiled the tents of 
the Syrians, So a mcaſure of fine flour was fold for 
a ſhekel, and two mealures of barley for a ſhekel, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lox D. 

And the king ap; ointed the lord on whoſe hand he 
leaned to have the charge of the gate: and the people 
trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man 
of Gop had ſaid, who ſpake when the king came down 
to him. | | 

And it came to paſs as the man of Gop had ſpoken 
to the King, ſaying, Two meaſures of barley for a ſhe- 
kel, and a meaſure of fine flour for a ſhekel, ſhall be 
to-morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria. 

And that lord anſwered the man of Gop, and ſaid, 
Now behold, if the Lord thould make windows in 
heaven, might ſach a thing be. And he ſaid, Behold, 
thou ſhalt ſce it with thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat there- 
of, | | 

And ſo it fell out unto him: for the people trode 
upon him in the gate, and he died. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 


Ben-hadad entertained an inveterate enmity towards I. 
rael, and therefore his peaceable diſpoſition was of ſhort con- 
tinuance; for the next year he reſolved to renew his hoſti- 
lities, and to beſiege the city of Samaria itſelf; which he did 
ſo effectually, that the iahabitants were reduced to the utmoſt 
extremity 
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extremity of want, as we may judge from their paying the 
value of five pounds for an als's head and to the amount of 
twelve or fifteen ſhillings, for about three Engliſh pints of a 
coarſe kind of corn or pulſe, known then by the name of 
dome s dung, which perhaps it reſembled in appearance; but 
we may form a juſter idea of the miſerable ſtate of the Sama- 
ritans, from the ſhocking circumſtance of a woman's eating 
her own child. Jehoram, though he appears to have been 
moved with compaſtton by this incident, was not properly 
affected with the judgment which the LoRp had cauſed to fall 
on his kingdom. He did indeed, in compliance with the ufual 
cuſtom, in times of publick calamity, put ſackcloth upon his 
fleſh ; but he did not, as the good Jehoſhaphat hid done, endea- 
vour to gain pardon from the SUPREME BEING, by a general 
faſt and humiliation ; neither did he deſtroy the idols which 
ſtill remained in the land of Iſrael. So lar from having re- 
courſe to the prophet for his interceſlion with the 1089, he 
vehemently proteſted that he would immediately put Elitha- 
to death, as the cauſe of all this diſtreſs; repentiog that he had 
followed his advice the preceding. year, in fparing the Syrian 
army, when he had them in his power. His cruel deſign was, 
however, fruſtrated, by the interpoſition of Divine Provi- 
dence; and Elitha informed the good men who were with him 
of the danger which threatened them, and entreated that they 
would detain the meſſenger, till the king ſhould arrive, It 
appears that Eliſha was in expectation of directions from the 
Lo RD, what to ſay to the king of Lirael; but as he did not 
receive any, and the caſe was perfectly clear to him, he thought 
he might venture, without immediate inſpiration, to declare 
to the meſſenger, that he was not the author of the calamity, 
for the thing was from the LoRD. Eliſha appears to have Leen 
inſpired by the Holy Spirit immediately on the king's arrival; 
for he addreſſed himſelf to his ſovereign in that ſolemn form 
of words which prophets made uſe of, as an introduction to 
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their predictions when they ſpake by Divine authority: He 
ye the word of the LoD Thus ſaith the LORD 

It is needleſs to enlarge on the miraculous deliverance 
which it pleaſed Gop to grant to the Samaritans, becauſe we 
have had occaſion to conſider others of a ſimilar nature. The 
terror of the Syrians was cauſed by ſome ſupernatural noiſe, 
which we cannot poſſibly deſcribe; and therefore it is beſt not 
to indulge our minds in fruitleſs conjectures, on a point of 
no concern to vs. I muſt, however, remark the wonderful 
deliverance of the lepers, and the importance of their intelli— 
vence.—They were caſt owt, and left by their countrymen to 
periſh, becauſe they were conſidered as z/ſ-leſs; but the Lord, 
whoſe mercy is over all his works, took compaſſion on theſe 
miſerable creatures, and made them inſtrumental to the re- 
lief of thoſe who had ſo cruelly deſpiſed them! 

W may underſtand from the king's ſuſpicions of a ſtrata- 
gem to betray the city, that he did not believe the predic- 
tion of the prophet, otherwife he would have acted as Je- 
hoſhaphat did, when the Moabites invaded Judah. It ap- 
pears, that the Samaritans had been under the neceſſity either 
of ſtarving their horſes for want of forage, or of eating them 
to ſatisfy their hunger; and that there were no more than five 
left in the city, two only of which were able to go out to the 
Syrian camp. It was not for the righteouſneſs of the king, 
or the people in general, but for the ſake of Gop's faithful 
ſervants, and in remembrance of the covenant with Jacob, 
that Iſrael was delivered. The proud nobleman, who diſbe- 
lieved the word of the Lonp, had reaſon to repent his infi- 
delity. God's juſtice was glorified, and the prediction of 
Eliſha was fulfilled, for he ſaw the plenty, but did not hve 
to taſte it. | 

Though the city of Samaria, which had been ſo particu- 
larly diſtreſſed, was plentifully relieved, there ſeems to have 
been a general ſcarcity in the land of Iſrael; for we are told 
of a famine which laſted ſeven years; and there is reaſon to 

| ſuppaſe 


A FAMINE IN ISRAEL. 367 


ſuppoſe, that Ben-hadad was permitted by the LoRD to be- 
fiege the capital city at this time, in order to humble Jeho- 
ram, and bring him to a ſenſe of his crimes, that he might 
put away idols, and exert his endeavours to reform his people 
from thoſe ſins for which the famine was inflicted. We have 
an account of ſeveral miracles performed through Eliſha, 
moſt of which ſeem» to have been wrought in this time of 


{carcity, 
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Tur Wipow's OIL MULTIPLIED, &c. 


A poor woman, widow of one oi the ſons of the prophets, 
was left with her children, in very indigent circumitances 
for her huſband, in his life time, had contracted debts, and 
did not leave behind him ſubſtance ſufficient to. diſcharge 
them. The creditors were inexorable, and inſiſted, that his 
two ſons ſhould become bondmen to them, for ſeven years, 
in order that by their ſervice, the loſs might be made good, 
The law which authorized this proceeding, ſcems to have been 
made originally to deter the Iſraelites from living beyond 
their income; which no one would have had occabon to do, 
if all the ordinances of Gop had been obſerved in the land, 
becauſe the allotted portion of each family, would have am- 
ply ſupplied their wants. But the revolutions which had hap- 
pened, through the diſobedience of the Lokp's people, had 
altered the caſe ; and numbers became poor by their own fin 
and folly, many by the oppreſlion of others. Ee 

We have read in what manner Jezebel had perſecuted 
the prophets; and there is ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the 
poverty of this woman's huſband, might be the conſequence 
of that queen's tyranny ; however it was, the man had feared 
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the Lory, and therefore his widow and children had a clainr 
to the DIVIN E MrRcy; becaute Gop had graciouſly pro- 
miſed 70 be a father to the fatherleſs, and a huſband to the 
co. | 

The regular method of acceſs to God in Iſrael at that time, 
was by his prophets; the poor woman, therefore, haſted to 
make known to Eliſha her diſtreſsful ſituation, reſolving to 
tollow his directions in every particular. She had nothing in 
her houſe but a little pot of oil, and that ber creditors had a 
right to ſeize: Eliſha therefore commanded her to borrow a 
large number of veilels from her neighbours, and then to 
mut the door upon her and her ſons, to prevent interrupticn; 
they did ſo, and received a moſt miraculous increaſe. The 
oil continued to flow, till all the veſſels were full, and then 
ſtayed. The widow immediately fold a part of it, and dil. 
charged all her huſband's debts. The remainder ſhe diſpoſed 
of in tlie ſupport of herſelt and children, till they were able to 
procure an honeſt livelihood by their own induſtry. The re- 
marks we lately made on the hiſtory of the widow of Zare- 
phath, may be applied, on the preſent occaſion. 


Tyr His TORY OF THz SHUNAMITE. 


In the city of Shunam, which was in the road between Sa- 
maria and mount Carmel, liveda woman, who was rich, and 
of a moſt amiable diſpoſition. She obſerved, that Eliſha fre- 
quently travelled that way, and occaſionally invited him to 
take refreſhment at her houſe. Perceiving, from the ſanctity 
of his life and converſation, that he was a man of Goo, ſhe 
propoſed to her huſband, to prepare an apartment for him, 
and furniſh it with neceſſaries for his uſe: the prophet re- 
ceived the obligation at her hands, with grateful reſpect, and 
wiſhed to return it in the moſt acceptable manner. 

As ſbe feared the LorD, and believed his prophets, ſhe al- 
ready enjoyed the favour of Gop: Eliſha therefore deſired to 
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know, whether he could do her or her huſband any ſervice 
with the king or the captain of the hoſt (as he was at that time 
hich in the favour of his ſovereign) ; but ſhe had learnt to ſet 
bounds to her defires, and having the means of living ſuitably 
to her rank in life, declined his generous offer; thinking it 
ſafer and more agreeable, to live among thoſe friends whoſe 
ſociety ſhe had long been accuſtomed to, than to enter on a 
new ſcene, merely for the gratification Cf ambitious views, 
which, when indulged, are generally found inſatiable. The 
prophet could not but approve her wiſe moderation, but the 
deſire of obliging her yet remained; and he at length diſco— 
vered, by his ſervant's information, that ſhe rexretted the 
want of children; he therefore prayed to tl ie Lo 2D to ſend 
her a ſon, and acquainted the woman that this blefling would 
be granted. She could ſcarcely believe theprophet; however, 
when the promiſe was fulfilled, fhe received the child with 
joy, and reared him with tenderneſs; but ſcarcely had the 
brought him through the firſt ſtage of infancy, when he was 
taken ill in the ficld, ard brought back to his mother, on 
whoſe. knees he ſoon expired. The Shunamite inmediately 
haſtened to find Eliſha, and when ſhe came into his preſence, 
threw herſelf in an agony of grief at his feet. Gehazi, who 
ihen attended him, thinking this action would Aiſplea! e his 
maſter, would have thruſt her away, but thie prophet, judging 
that ſume great diſtreſs avitated her mind, prevented him, 
and ſhe was left at liberty to declare the cauſe ct her ſorrow; 
which ſhe did, in affecting remonſtrances with Eliſha, for vro- 
curing her a bleſſing ſhe had never aſked of him, and which 
it would have been better, ſhe thought, never to have known, 


than to be deprived of it fo foon. The. good old m lan was ex. 


tremely afſected with her loſs, and vi ent, with all the ſpeed he 


could, to Shunam; he aſcended into the chamber where the 


dead child lay, and throwing himfelf upon the body, offered 
up the moſt fervent prayers, that it would pleaſe the LoRY 
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to reſtore the ſoul: his petition was granted, and the tender 
mother once more embraced her little darling, dearer to her 
heart than ever! 

I his tranfaction is ſuppoſed to have happened a ſhort time 
after the deliverance of the kings of Iſrael, Judah and Edom, 
from the Moabites. We are told, that Eliſha warned this Shu— 
namite to go with her houſhold into ſome other country, that 
ſhe might eſcape the miſeries of the famine, wlüch was comin; 
on Iſrael. She accordingly took his advice, and reſided among lt 
the Philiſtines till plenty was reſtored to her native land, Her 
poſſeſſions had been ſeized upon during her abſence, and when 
ſhe returned and found them in the hands of another, ſhe went 
to court in order to ſolicit the king for a reſtoration of them. 
| Jehoram happened at that inſtant to be converſing with Ge- 
hazi, formerly the ſervant of Eliſha, concerning the miracles 
performed by this prophet. Gehazi recollected her perſon, 
and informed his majeſty that ſhe was the very woman whoſe 
child had been raifed to life again by Eliſha's interceſſion; 
and the king readily granted her requeſt ; which, but for this 
accident, ſhe might have had great difficulty to obtain; he 
likewiſe gave orders that ſhe ſhould receive all the arrears, 


Dravly PoTTAGE MADE WHOLESOME BY THE HAND 
| OF ELISHA. | 


The ſons of the prophets were aſſembled at Gilgal, in order 
to receive inſtructions from Eliſha; there was at that time ſo 
great a ſcarcity of proviſions, that Eliſha could procure no- 
thing for the repaſt of his friends but a pottage of ſuch herbs 
as the fields afforded ; and even theſe were ſo difficult to ob- 
tain, that the perſon who was ſent to collect them, was 
tempted to ſupply the deficiency with a kind of wild gourd, 
which he knew not to be of a pernicious quality, but ſuppoſed 
it wholeſome from the reſemblance it bore to a fruit he had 
been accuſtomed to cat, and therefore put it with the reſt into 


the 
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the broth: no ſooner did they taſte of this poiſonous diſh, 
than they diſcovered their danger, and exclaimed with af- 
fright, that here was death in the pot]! Eliſha called for a hand- 
ful of meal, which, by the particular bleſſing of Gop, cured 
the bad taſte, and prevented any ill effects from the pottage, 
which all preſent then partook of with pleaſure and ſafety, 


AN HUNDRED MEN MIRACULOUSLY FED: 


Whilſt the good prophet Eliſha remained at Gilgal, a pre- 
ſent was brought him of twenty barley loaves, ſaid to be of the 
FIRST-FRULITS, Which were, by the law of Moles, dedicated 
to GoD; and therefore the pious perſon who brought this ac- 
ceptable ſupply, could not have diſpoſed of it more agrecably 
to the Divine inſtitution, than by devoting it to the relief of 
God's prophet. When Eliſha received this preſent he had 
a hundred men with him, to each of whom doubtleſs a portion 
of it was defirable, but they had no right to claim it. | Elitha 
was of a compalſiionate and liberal diipoſtton, therefore did 

t deſire to appropriate it to himſelf; on the contrary, wiſhed 
to divide to all a ſhare, truſting that Divine Prop inen en 
ſupply his future wants. The goodneſs of the Lonxp favoured 
his benevolent purpole, and he was afured that te: bread 
ſhould be miraculouſly increaſed ; he then commanded his fer- 
vant to ſer the loaves before the men that ihey gh! eat, They 
were ſurprized at his words; but the event ju{tifi:d Elitha's 
hopes, for the hundred men eat of the twenty 3 and were 


not only ſatisfied, but even an vverplus remained, 


IRoN CAUSED TO SWIM. 


The ſons Lr difc: ple s) of the prophets increaſed in c mmber; 


ſo that the place of their reſidence v I not contain them all; 

they thereſore applied to Eliſha for permil.on to build another 

dwelling, and intreated that he would accompany them to 
R 6 SD the 
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the banks of Jordan, in order to enjoy the advantage of his 
ad vice and direction, whilſt they were making the requiſite 
preparations. They propoled to erect a very humble edi- 
fice, being poſſoſſed of no riches to pay either for materia!“ 
or workmen, and therefore each man agreed to contribute 
his labour in cutting trees and forming them into beams and 
planks; nay, ſo great was their poverty, that ſome of them 
could not even purchaſe proper tools, but borrowed of their 
neighbours. As they were proceeding in their work, one of 
them unfortunately loſt the iron part of his axe in the water, 
which diſtreſſed him exceedingly, becauſe, being of an ho- 
neſt principle, it was his intention to have returned it to the 
owner, who might now be put to inconvenience by the loſs 
of it, and ſuſpect his integrity; he therefore expreſſed his 
ſorrow for the accident in pathetic terms to Eliſha, Alas, 
maſter, for it was borrowed. The loſs of an axe to thoſe, who 
can ſo eaſily procure ſuch an inſtrument, appears very trifling ; 
but when we conſider, that no tree can be felled without 
tools, that it is not improbable the owner of this axe might 
get his own livelihood and provide for a family by cutting 
timber; that the young man who borrowed it was by the 
loſs rendered uſeleſs to his ſociety, and could not claim an 
apartment, without aſliſting in the building ; and above all, 
that his reputation was at ſtake, and even the honour of 
God concerned, that diſgrace ſhould not be brought on re- 
ligion by an appearance of fraud, in one who profeſſed to 
be in a particular manner devoted to his ſervice; when we 
conſider all-this, we cannot wonder that Eliſha ſhould think 
his diſciple's diſtreſs deſerving o? lus interceſſion ; he there- 
fore implored the Divine aid, and commanded the young 
man to throw a ſtick into the river; on his doing winch, 
the iron axe ſwam on the water, and he ſeized it with joy 
and thankfulneſs. | 


We 
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We may conlider this incident as a proof, that Gop will 
afſiit and reward thofe who are honeſt and induſtrious, not 
by miracles indeed, for they have ceaſed, but frequently by 
the moſt unexpected means. 


ECT IM 


BEN--HADAD's MESSAGE To ELISA. 


ND Eliſha came to Damaſcus, and Ben-hadad 
the king of Syria was ſick, and it was told him, 
ſaying, The man of God is come hither, 

And the king faid unto Hazael, Take a preſent in 
thine hand, and go meet the man of Gon, and en- 
quire of the Lord by him, ſaying, ſhall I recover of 
this diſeaſe? So Hazaei went to meet him and took a 
preſent with him, even of every good thing of Damaſ- 
cus, forty camels burden, and came and ſtood before 
him, and faid, Thy fon Ben-hadad king of Syria 
hath ſent me to thee, ſaying, Shall I recover. of this 
diſeaſe? 

And Eliſha ſaid unto THY Go ſay unto him, 
Thou mayeſt certainly recover; howbeit, the LoRD 
hath ſhewed me that he ſhall ſurely die. 

And he ſettled his countenance ſtedfaſtly, until he 
was aſhamed: and the man of Gop wept. | 

And Hazael faid, Why weepeth my lord? and he 
anſwered, Becauſe I know the evil that thou wilt do 


unto the children of Lirae]: their ſtrong holds wilt thou 
ſet 
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ſet on fire, and their young men wilt thou ſlay with the 

ſword, and wilt daſh their children, and rip up their 

women. 
And Hazael ſaid, But what, is thy ſervant a dog 
that he ſhould do this great thing? and Eliſha anſwered, 


The LorD hath ſhewed me that thou ſhalt be king 
over Syria. | | 

So he departed from Eliſha, and came to his maſ- 
ter; who ſaid to him, What ſaid Eliſha to thee? and 
he anſwered, He told me that thou ſhouldeſt ſurely re- 
cover? And it came to paſs on the morrow, that Ha- 
zael took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and 
ſpread it on the king's face, fo that he died. And Ha- 
zael reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


We are not told, for what purpoſe Eliſha went to Damai- 
cus, but may conclude it was by divine appointment. It ap- 
pears ſtrange, that Ben-hadad, who had hitherto been ſo in- 
veterate againſt the prophet, ſhould with to conſult him in his 
illneſs; but the honour and reſpect he paid him at this time, 
ſhew, that he was convinced his late defeat was an act of om- 
nipotent power, and his illneſs another judgment from the 
ſame Almighty hand; and therefore it is likely, he imagined 
the prophet could inform him, what would be the event of 
his diſeaſe, | | 

Hazael, who was ſent with the preſent to Eliſha, 1s ſup- 
poſed to have ſucceeded Naaman in the command of the 
army. He was the perſon whom Elijah had received command 
to anoint king of Syria; but for ſome reaſon, with which we 
are not acquainted, he did not do ſo; nor does it appear to 


ee lun | 
ave been done by Eliſha, The 
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The prophet knew, by dia ine inſpiration, not only that Ha- 
zael would be ſovereign of Syria, and in courſe of time 
bring great miſeries upon Iſrael; but ſeems to have been ac- 
quainted alſo, with the means by which he would aſcend the 
throne; for when he had informed Hazael, that Ben-hadad 
might recover, but would ſurely die; he fixed his eye ſteadfaſtly 
on him, till Hazael, confounded with the thoughts that his 
treacherous deſigns againſt his king were known to the pro- 
phet, was aſhamed; and Eliſha, ſhocked with the view which 
the Lox» gave him of the future calamities that would fall 
upon Ifrael, wePT; which occaſioned Hazael to enquire the 
meaning of the extraordinary emotion: I zs becauſe I know 
(replied the holy man) the ct thou wilt do unto the chil- 
dren of Iſrael ! 

Hazael was not only offended at the prophet's ſuggeſtions, 
but ſurprized that he ſhould think him ſuch a monſter; for 
though he might intend to prevent his king's recovery, he 
did not then ſuppoſe that he ſhould ever be capable of com- 
mitting ſuch horrid barbarities, as could only be practiſed by 
thoſe who have loſt every principle of humanity. Eliſha 
then informed him, this wickedneſs would be the conſe- 
quence of his being king of Syria, Happy would it have been 
tor Hazael as well as for Ifrael, if this prediction had induced 
him to examine his own heart, and endeavour to nip in the 
bud, that fatal ambition, which already tempted him to lift 
his murderous hand againſt his ſovereign! But we find he in- 
formed Ben-hadad, that Eliſha ſaid, he ſhould certainly re- 
cover, and then ſeized the firſt opportunity of putting him 
to death, in ſo private a manner, that it was never even ſuſ- 

pected by the Syrians; for they would ſcarcely have raiſed to 
the throne one whom they knew to be the affaſſin of a mo- 
narch, worthy, in their opinion, to be worſhipped as a deity, 
after his death. | : | 

In this paſſage of ſacred hiſtory, we have two remarkable 
inſtances of the influence which affliction and proſperity have 

| on 
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on the mind. Ben-hadad, who, when he ſuppoſed him- 
ſelf able to command the prophet of the LoRD, and conquer 
all nations, treated Eliſha with inſult, oppreſſion and con. 
tempt. Reduced now to the bed of languiſhment, found 
himſelf a poor helpleſs creature ; and (recollecting, we may 
ſuppoſe, the cure of Naaman) humbled himſelf, to court the 
favour of the prophet by. valuable preſents, in hopes that he 
might be induced to reſtore him alſo; or at leaſt, to acquaint 
him with his fate; but, as he did not diſcover any ſigns of 
repentance and converſion, he had no right to expect comfort 
or interceſſion from the man of GOD; and the time was now 
come, when he was to receive the reward of his own arro- 
gance and impiety, by falling a victim to the ambition of 
another. | | 

Hazacl, whilſt he was a ſubject, ſeems to have been gene- 
rally eſteemed; for we learn, that he was honoured with the 
confidence of his prince; and it appears that he was a favou- 
rite of the people, ſince he was, without oppoſition, choſe: 
to be king of Syria. From whence we may conclude, his con- 
duct had been juſt and upright: and a ſenſe of rectitude re- 
mained ſtrongly impreſſed on his mind, even when Eliſha 
warned him of the danger of aſpiring to the throne : but it is 
plain he did not know himſelf; for when he became poſſeſſed 
of power, he verified the predictions of the prophet in every 
particular. 

This hiſtory teaches us, that it is very dangerous to in- 
dulge ambitious views, ſince no one can poſlibly foreſee the 
guilt they may incur in the execution of them. It inſtructs us: 
_ alſo, to be contented in that ſtation wherein Gop has placed 
us, ſince we have reaſon to ſuppoſe it is the propereſt for us. 
We are likewiſe admoniſhed to commit our ways unto the LORD, 
and intreat him to aſſiſt us by his grace, in the government 


: n | 
of our paſſions, ſince they are too apt to lead us into danger 
and fin, 


SECT. 


. 
THE REIGN oF JEHORAM KinG of JuDpan.. 


ND jchoram the ſon of Jehoſhaphat reigned in 
Judah after his father. 

And he had brethren the ſons of Ichoſhu phat, Aa- 
riah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah, anck 
Michael, and Shephatiah. All theſe were the ſons of 
Jehoſhaphat king of Iſrael, | 

And their father gave them preat gifts of Ffilvera and of 
cold, and of precious things. with fenced cities in Ju- 
dah: but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram; becauſe 
| he was the firſt- born. 

Now when Jehoram was riſen up to the kingdom 
of his father, he ſtrengthened himſelf, and flew all his 
brethren with the ſword, and divers alſo of the princes 
of Iſrael, | | 

Howbeit, the Loup would not deſtroy the houſe of 
David, becauſe of the covenant that he had made with 
David, and as he promiſed to give a light to him and 
to his ſons for ever. | 

In his days the Edomites revoited froin under the 
dominion of Judah, and made theniſ{clves a king. 

Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, and all 
his chariots with him: and he rofe up by night, and 
ſmote the Edomites which compaſſed him in, and the 
captains of the chariots, 


So 
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So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of 
Judah unto this day. The fame time alſo did Libnal: 
revolt from under his hand; becauſe he had forſaken 
the Lord Gop of his fathers, 

Moreover, he made high places in the mountains 
of Judah, and cauſed the inhabitants of Jeruſalem to 
commit idolatry, and compelled Judah thereto. 

And there came a writing to him from Eljah the 
prophet, ſaying, Thus faith the Lond Gop of David 
thy father, Becauſe thou haſt not walked in the ways 
of Jchoſhaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Ala 
king of Judah, but haſt walked in the way of the 
kings of Iſrael, and haſt made Judah and the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem like the houſe of Ahab, and alſo 
haſt flain thy brethren of thy father's houſe, which 
were better than thyſelf : Behold, with a great plague 
will the Loxp ſmite thy people, and thy cluldren, and 

thy wives, and all thy goods. 

And thou ſhalt have great ſickneſs by diſeaſe of thy 
bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reaton of the ſick- 
neſs day by day. 

Moreover, the Lord flirred up againſt Jehoram 
the ſpirit of the Philiſtines, and of the Arabians, that 
were near the Ethiopians. 

And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, 
and carried away all the ſubſtance that was found in 
the king's houſe, and his ſons alſo and his wives; ſo 

that there was never a ſon left him, ſave Jehoahaz the 
| youngeſt of his ſons. 


And. 
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And after all this the Loxp ſmote him in his bow- 
els with an incurable diſeaſe. 

And it came to pals that in proceſs of time, after 
the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reaſon of 
his ſickneſs: ſo he died of ſote diſeaſes. And his 
people made no burning for him, like the burning of 
his fathers. : 

Thirty and two years old was he when he began to 
reign, and he reigned in Jeruſalem eight years, and de- 
parted without being deſired. Howbeit, they buried 
tum in the city of David, but not in the ſepulchres of 

the kings, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


In order to connect the hiſtory of Judah, it will be neceſ- 
fary, to read over again, before we proceed, the ſection 

which contains the latter part of the reign of king Jcho- 
ſhaphat *. . 

Jchoram, had borne a. ſhare in the government with his 
father for four years before the death of Jehoſhaphat. We 
have already rend, that he was married to Ahab's daughter; 
and now we are informed of the unhappy conſequences of this 
improper alliance; for we may conclude, that it was at the 
inſtigation cf Athaliah, that Jehoram flew his brethren, and 
introduced the worſhip of Baal again into Jerufalem, 

It was natural to expect, that the judgments of Gop would 
follow this wickedneſs; and accordingly we find, the Edo- 
mites refuſed to pay the uſual tribute, aud ſet up a king of 
their oun. This revolt compleated the prediction of Iſaac, 

that Eſau's poſterity ſbould ſhake off the yoke of Jacob; which they 
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did 
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did ſo effectually, that the Jews entirely loſt their dominion 
over them. Libnah alſo threw off its allegiance, and the 
Philiſtines and Arabians ravaged the country, plundered the 
king's palace, and even carried away his wives and children, 

It is not eaſy to account for Elijah's ſending a writing to 
Jehoram : it is ſuppoſed that the word Eliſha, ſhould be put 
inſtead of Elijah. This wicked king was permitted to rein 
but a ſhort time, and his death was evidently a judgment 
for his ſins, ſince the manner of it agreed exactly with the 
Prophet's prediction. 

The gracious care of Gop, for perpetuating the King— 
dom of Judah and the houſe of David, in remembrance 
of his covenant, was remarkably diſplayed. It certainly 
was for David's ſake, that ſuch wicked kings were endured. 
For many generations, his name, by a fucceiſfon of mo— 
narchs, deſcended from him, was kept up bright and. 
illuſtrious, as a lamp is kept burning by a conſtant ſupply of 
freſh oil; and we ſhall read, that even when the King and 
people of Judah had ſo highly provoked the Lok p, that he 
ſuſfered them to be carried away from their own land, the 
name of David was ſtill honoured, by promiſes of future and 
everlaſting glory, through a prince, deſcended from him : 
and his family was preſerved, and his tribe had the pre-emi- 
nence till the coming of the Meſſiah. | 

We are told that Jehoram died ⁊vitbout being deſired ; by 
which we may underſtand, that he was hated by tis people, 
who neither wiſhed for his life, nor lamented his death, It 
appears that the people had fallen into the cuſtom of burt- 
ing dead bodies, like ſome of the heathen, 
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THE REIGN OF AHAZIAH (CALLED ALSO * AZ A- 
RIAH AND + JEHOAHAZ) RING Or Juban. 


A ND the inhabitants of Jeruſalem made Ahaziah 
4% Jehoram's youngeſt fon king in his Read. For 
the band of men that came with the Arabians to the 
camp, had ſlain all the eldeſt. So Ahaziah the ſon of 
Jehoram king of Judah reigned. 

Forty and two ycars old was Ahaziah when he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned one year in Jeruſalem, 
His mother's name <l!o was Athaliah the daughter of 
Omri. | 
_ He alſo walked in the ways of the houſe of Ahab: 

for his mother was his counſellor to do wickedly, 

Wherefore he did evil in the ſight of the Lox, 
like the houſe of Ahab: for they were his counſellors 
after the death of his father to his deſtruction. 


* 2 Chron, xxil. 6. I 2 Chron. xxi. 17. and xxv. 23. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The hiſtory of king Ahaziah is ſo interwoven with that of 
Jehoram king of Iſrael, that it is difficult to ſeparate them. 
He is ſaid to have been forty-two years old when he began 
to reign ; but this he could not be, according to his father's 
age; it is therefore ſuppoſed by the learned, that there is 
ſome error in tranſcribing this paſſage, and that he was only 
twenty-two years old, 


* 


| Not- 
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Notwithſtanding his life was preſerved by the particular 


Providence of Gop, when all his brethren were ſlain, he 
ſuffered himſelf to be influenced by bad counſel and example 
to do wickedly. One would have ſuppoſed that the heavy 
judgments which had ſo lately been inflicted on his father, 
would have made ſome impreſſion on the mind of Ahaziah ; 
but he ſeems to have been a confirmed idolator, and to have 
been educated- in an habitual defiance and hatred of the 


LoRD, from his very infancy. 
We muſt now return to the hiſtory of the kings of Iſrael, 
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THE REICN OF JEHU Kino or IsRAEL—THhr 
DEATHS OF JEZ EBEL, JEHORAM KING OF [s- 
RAEL, AND AHAZIAH KING or JUDAH. 


AN D Ahaziah king of Judah went with Jehoram 
the ſon of Ahab to the war againſt Hazael king 
of Syria in Ramoth-gilead: and the Syrians wounded 
Jehoram. 

And king Jehoram went back to be healed in Jez- 
reel of the wounds which the Syrians had given him 
at Ramah, when he fought againſt Hazael king of Sy- 
ria. And Ahaziah king of Judah went down to ſee 
Jehoram the ſon of Ahab in 1 Jezreel, becauſe he was 
ſick. 

And Eliſha the prophet called one of the children 
of the prophets, and ſaid unto him, Gird up thy 
loins, and take this box of oil in ane hand, and go 
to Ramoth-gilead. And 


| 
/ 
) 
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And when thou comeſt thither, look out there Jehu 
the ſon of Jehoſhaphat, the ſon of Nimſhi, and go in, 
and make him ariſe up from among his brethren, and 
carry him to an inner chamber. 

'Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, 
and ſay, Thus faith the Lord, I have anointed thee 
king over Iſrael: then open the door, and flee, and 
tarry not. | 

So the young man, even the young man the pro- 
phet went to Ramoth-gilead. 

And when he came, behold, the captains of the 


| hoſt were fitting; and he ſaid, I have an errand to 
_ thee, O Captain. And Jehu ſaid, Unto which of all 


us? and he ſaid, To thee, O Captain. 

And he aroſe, and went into the houſe; and he 
poured the oil on his head, and faid unto him, Thus 
ſaith the LoRD Gop of Iſrael, I have anointed thee 
king over the people of the Lokp, even over Iſ- 
rael. 

And thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab thy maſ- 
ter, that I may avenge the blood of my ſervants the 
prophets, and the blood of all the ſervants of the 
LorD, at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole houſe 
of Ahab ſhall perith. 

And I will make the race of Ahab like the houſe of 
Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, and like the houſe of Baa- 
ſha the ſon of Ahijah. 

And the dogs ſhall eat Tenchel in the portion of 
Jezreel, and there ſhall be none to bury her. And he 


opened the door and fled, 
And 
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Then Jehu came forth to the ſervants of his lord: 
and one faid unto him, Is all well? wherefore came 
this mad fellow to thee? and he ſaid unto them, Ye 
know the man and his communication, 

And they faid, It is falſe: tell us now. And he 
ſaid, Thus and thus ſpake he to me, ſaying, Thus 
faith the Logp, I have anointed thee king over II- 
rael. 

Then they haſted, and took every man his garment, 
and put it under him on the top of the ſtairs, and blew 
with trumpets, ſaying, Jehu is king. 

So Jehu the ſon of Nimſhi confpired againſt Jeho- 
ram, and Jehu faid, If it be your minds let none go 
forth nor eſcape out of the city to go tell it in Jez- 
reel. | | 

So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel: for 
Jehoram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah was 
come down to {ce jchoram, 

And there ſtood a watchman on the tower in Jez- 
reel, and he ſpied the company of Jehu as he came, 
and ſaid, I ſee a company. And Jehoram ſaid, Lake 
an horſeman, and ſend to meet them, and let him ſay, 
Is it peace? So there went one on horſeback to mcet 
him, and ſaid, Thus faith the king, Is it peace? and 
Jehu ſaid, What haſt thou to do with peace? turn 
thee behind me. And the watchman told, faying, 
The meſſenger came to them, but he cometh not 
8" SEED 08: 5 

Then he ſent out a ſecond on horſeback, which 
came to them, and ſaid, Thus faith the king, Is it 

peace? 
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peace? and Jehu anſwered, What haſt thou to do 
with peace? turn thee behind me. 

And the watchman told, ſaying, He came even 
unto them, and cometh not again: and the driving 
is like the driving of Jehu the ſon of Nimſhi; for he 
driveth furiouſly. 

And Jchoram ſaid, Make ready. And his chariot 
was made ready. And Jehoram king of Iſrael and 
Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, 
and they went out againſt Jehu, and met him in the 
portion of Naboth the Jezreelite, 

And it came to paſs when Jehoram ſaw Jchu, that 
he ſaid, Is it peace, Jehu? and he anſwered, What 
peace, ſo long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jeze- 
bel and her witchcrafts are ſo many? And Jehoram 
turned his hands, and fied, and ſaid to Ahaziah, 
There is treachery, O Ahaziah. 

And Jehu drew) a bow with his full ſtrength, and 
ſmote Jehoram between his arms, and the arrow went 
out at his heart, and he ſunk down in his chariot. _ 

Then ſaid Jehu to Bidkar his captain, "Take up, 
and caſt him in the portion of the field of Naboth the 


Tezreelite. For remember how that when I and thou 
rode together after Ahab his father, the Loxp laid this 
burden upon him? Surely I have ſeen yeſterday the 
blood of Naboth, and the blood of his ſons, faith the 


Lord : and J will requite thee in this plat, ſaith the 


Lord. Now therefore take and caſt him into the 


plat of ground, according to the word of the LoRD. 
Vor. III. 8 e 
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But when Ahaziah the king of Judah ſaw this, he 
fled by the way of the garden-houſe, and Jehu fol- 
lowed after him, and ſaid, Smite him alſo in the cha- 
riot. And they did ſo at the going up to Gur, which 
is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, and died 
there. | | 

And his ſervants carried him in a chariot to Jeruſa- 
lem, and buried him in his ſepulchre with his fathers 
in the city of David. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel 
heard of it, and ſhe painted her face, and tired her 
head, and looked out at a window. | 

And as Jehu entered in at the gate, ſhe ſaid, Had 
Zimri peace who ſlew his maſter? And he lifted up 
his face to the window, and ſaid, Who is on my fide? 
who? and there looked out to him two or three eu- 
nuchs. e | 

And he ſaid, Throw her down. So they threw 
her down: and ſome of her blood was ſprinkled on the 
wall, and on the horſes: and he trod her under foot. 

And when he was come in he did eat and drink, 
and ſaid, Go, fee now this curſed woman, and bury 
her: for the is a king's daughter. | 

And they went to bury her: but they found no more 
of her than the ſkull, and the feet, and the palms of 
her hands. 1 

Wherefore they came again and told him. And 
he ſaid, This is the word of the LoRD which he ſpake 
by his ſervant Elijah the Tiſhbite, ſaying, In the por- 


tion of Jezrcel ſhall dogs eat the fleſh of Jezebel. ; 
| | An 
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And the carcaſe of Jezebel ſhall be as dung upon the 


face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; fo that they 
{hall not ſay, This is Jezebel, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Ramoth-gilead was a place of Jong diſpute between It. 
racl and Syria; Jehoram had lately had an engagement with 
Hazacl king of Syria not far from it, wherein he had received 
ſome very dangerous wounds, and was gone down to Jez- 
reel to be cured of them. His army, however, continued 
the ſiege, under the command of Jchu, who, in the King's 
abſence, acted as captain- general. | 

Jehu ſeems to have had no previous intimation of his ap- 
pointment to the throne of Ifrael; neither do we read that 

he had any intention to raiſe a conſpiracy againſt his ſovereign; 
but when commanded by Gop, it was his duty to obey, 
It is very ſhocking to read of ſuch a dreadful maflacre; but 
if we recollect the great number of juſt and innocent perſons, 
who had been put to death by the houſe of Ahab in defiance 
of God HIMSELF, we cannot but acknowledge the juſtice of 
the SUPREME BrixG, in bringing ſuch judgments upon 
them ; eſpecially as he had caufed his prophet Elijah to warn 
them that he ſhould do ſo, unleſs they would repent, 

Jezebel, and the whole houſe of Ahab, were confirmed 
idolators, notwithſtanding the LoRD had graciouſly employed 
various means to convert them. They had been afifted with 
adverſity to humble their minds; prophets had been ſent, and 
miracles wrought, to deliver them from diſtreſs, yet they 
hardened their hearts; andas their numbers increaſed, would, 
if they had been ſuffered to live, have corrupted many, WS 
were now inſtructed by the miſerable fate of theſe linners, to 
perſevere in the worſhip of the Lord. 

T2 It 
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It is needleſs to comment on the juſtice of Jezebel's fate, 
The prophecy of Elijah was literally fulfilled in every reſpect, 
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Ahab had ſeventy ſons in Samaria. It is ſuppoſed, that thoſe 
who had the care of the young princes, fled with them from 
Jezreel to that city, thinking they would be ſafeſt in the capi- 
tal: but it appears, that Jehu wrotc letters to the rulers of 
that place, ſaying, “ as you have your maſeer*s ſons with you, 
alſo chariots and horſes, and are in a fenced city, ſet up one of 
them fora king, and fight for your maſter's houſe :” theſe letters 
were ironical; for he could not ſuppoſe they would venture, in 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, to ſet up one of Aliab's ſons 
in competition with him, who was proceeding, with ſo much 
impetuoſity, to deſtroy the houſe of Ahab; they were there- 
fore greatly intimidated, and returned him for anſwer, “ that 
they would do that which was good in his eyes;” on which he 
wrote them a ſecond letter, requiring them to bring the head 
of their maſter's ſons to him in Jezreel: they were eaſily indu- 
ced, for their own ſafety, to become themſelves, the execu- 
tioners of the young princes; © thoſe who have been falſe to 
their Gop, are ſoon perſuaded to be falſe to their friends; ” 
and they accordingly flew them all, and ſent their heads in baſ- 
kets to Jezreel, which Jehu commanded to be laid in two 
heaps at the entering of the gate, till the morning; when, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the rulers of Jezreel, he juſtified, from 
their action, his own treatment of the other perſons in Ahab's 
family; for if the guardians of the young princes were blame- 
leſs for killing ſo many perſons by his order, ſurely he was not 
to be condemned for whathe had done by divine command. 

Jehu then proceeded to ſlay the reſt of Ahab's houſe, till 
he left none remaining in Jezreel : purſuing his way to Sa- 
maria, he met ſome of the brethren of Ahaziah, amounting to 

* | forty 
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. forty perſons, who were going to viſit the children of the king 
and the queen of Iſrael; theſe he killed alſo, for they were 
juſtly included in the deſtruction of this wicked race; as their 
father had entered into ſo intimate an alliance with Ahab's 
family, and imitated him in ſome of his worſt crimes—they 
are ſuppoſed to have been ſome of Athaliah's relations, 

Jehu next reſolved to cut off all the worſhippers of Baal; 
for this purpole he cauſed a ſolemn aſſembly to be called, and 
commanded every one to attend, ſaying, ** Abab ſerved Baal 
a little, but I will ſerve him much.” When they were all col- 
lected in the idol's temple, he gave orders to eighty men who 
were without, to put them, without reſerve, to the ſword; 
and then brake down the image, and deſtroyed the houſe. 

Jonadab the ſon of Rechab, was a pious good man, who 
lived a retired liſe; being well acquainted with the prophecies 
againſt Ahab's houſe, he imputed Jehu's conduct to zeal for 
the Loxp, and therefore went to meet him, and gave him 
countenance. | 

Jehu ſeems to have been ſo intoxicated with the power which 
Go had put into his hands, that he did not ſtay to conſider.— 
So he could but eſtabliſh himſelf on the throne, to which the 
deſtruction of Ahab's race, and Baal's worſhippers was neceſ- 
ſary, he would not regard any means; and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that his behaviour to the latter, was treacherous and 
_ falſe; neither was he commiſſioned to cut them offin that man- 
ner; for, as he was king, he might have cauſed falſe worſhip- 
pers to be put to death by the hands of juſtice, in a regular 
way, eſpecially as he would have been detended from * 
tion by Kyi 1 8 5 
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. 
Gonr's PROMIS TO Jrau—His DEATH. 


OWBETIT, from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon 

of Nebat, who made Iſrael to ſin, Jehu de- 

parted not from after them, to wit, the golden calves 
that were in Bethel, and that were in Dan. 

And the Lonp faid unto Jehu, Becauſe thou haſt 
done well in exccuting that which is right in mine 
eyes, in doing unto the houſe of Ahab accord- 
ig to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the 
the fourth generation thall ft on the throne of Iſrael. 

But jchu took no heed to walk in the law of the 
Lord Gop of Ifrael with all his heart; for he de- 
parted not from the ſins of Jeroboam, which made 
Ifracl to fin. | 

In thoſe days the Loxp began to cut Iiracl ſhort; 
and Hazael ſmote them in all the coaſts of Iſrael; from 
Jordan eaſtward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, 
and the Reubenites, and the Manaſſites, from Aroer, 
which is by the river Arnon, even Gilead, and 
Baſhan. | ON: 

And Jehu- ſlept with his fathers; and they buried 
him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his fon reigned in 
his ſtead. 75 

And the time that Jehu reigned over Iſrael in Sama- 
ria was twenty and eight years. | 

| ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Jehu was a man of a furious temper, and therefore a proper 
inſtrument for the execution of divine vengeance: if Iſrael 
had continued faithful to the I. ORD, or would have hearkened 
to the warnings of the prophets, this violent man would never 
have had the power to oppreſs them; but as they were obdu- 
rate, it pleaſed Gop to raiſe him vp for their chaſtiſement. 

That the world might learn, and Jehu himſelf remember, 
that Ahab's race were devoted to deſtruction for their ſins, he 
received the approbation of the LoD, for the punctual exe- 
cution of the divine command, within promile that his family 
ſhould continue on the throne for four generations: it might 
have been expected, that this would have encouraged hit to 
propayate the worſhip of the Loxd, but we find that he retair- 
ed the worſhip of the golden calves; for theſe abominations 
he was puniſhed with an unquiet reign; and his ſubjects, af- 
flicted for their fins by Hazael, the cruel king of Syria, who 
turned his arms againſt them, and is ſuppoſed, at this time, to 
have practiſed ſome of thule barbarities predicted by the pro- 
phet Eliſha. 

Jehu is thought to have deſended his country from its inva- 
ders, with great ſpirit and {kill ; but the records of his reign, 
which are ſaid to have been written in the chronicles of the 


kings of Iſracl, are loſt; and therefore it is impoſlible to obtain 


farther particulars. 


It is eaſy to diſtinguiſh the faults in Jehu's conduct. They 


cannot be imputed to the command of G0, as he certainly 


might have deſtroyed the family of Ahab, aſſiſted as he was, 


by Almighty power, without employing either deceit or trea- 
chery; he might alſo have ſecured his own proſperity, if his 
behaviour had been thoroughly conſiſtent with lis duty, as 
king of Iſrael, and ſervant of the LoRD Jzenovai. 
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EU T. II. 


THE REICN of ATHALIAH QUEEN OF 
Jupan. 


ND when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah ſaw 
that her ſon was dead, ſhe aroſe, and deſtroyed 
all the ſeed royal of the houſe of Judah. 

But Jehoſhabeath the daughter of the king took 
Joaſh the ſon of Ahaziah, and ſtole him from among 
the king's ſons that were flain, and put him and his 
zurſe in a bed-chamher. So jehoſhabeath the daugh- 
ter of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the prieſt 
(for ſhe was the ſiſter of Ahaziah) hid him from 
Athaliah, ſo that ſhe flew him not. 

And he was with her hid in the houſe of the Loxp 
fix years. And Athaliah did reign over the land. 

And the ſeventh year Jehoiada ſent and fetched the 
rulers over hundreds, with the captains and the 
guard, and brought them to him into the houſe of 
the Lorp, and made a covenant with them, and 
took an oath of them in the houſe of the LoRD, and 
ſhewed them the king's ſon. 

And he commanded them, faying, This is the 


thing that ye ſhall do; a third part of you that enter in 


on the ſabbath ſhall even be keepers of the watch of 
the king's houſe; 
And a third part ſhall be at the gate of Sur; and 
a third part at the gate behind the guard: fo ſhall ye 
keep 
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keep the watch of the houſe that it be not broken 
down. 


And two parts of all you that go forth on the ſab- 


bath, even they ſhall keep the watch of the houſe of 
the Lord about the king. 

And he ſhall compaſs the king round about, every 
man with his weapons in his hand: and he that com- 
eth within the ranges, let him be ſlain. And be ys 
with the king as he goeth out, and as he cometh 1n. 

And the captains over the hundreds did according 
to all things that Jehoiada the prieſt commanded: and 
they took every man his men that were to come 
in on the fabbath, with them that ſhould go out on 
the ſabbath, and came to Jehoiada the prieſt. 

And to the captains over hundreds did the prieſt 
give king David's ſpear and ſhields, that were in the 
temple of the Lord, 

And the guard ſtood, every man with his weapons 
in his hand, round about the king, from the right 
corner of the temple to the left corner of the temple, 
along by the altar and the temple. 

And he brought forth the king's ſon, and put the 


crown upon him, and gave him the teſtimony; and 


they made him king, and anointed him; and they 
clapped their hands, and ſaid, Gop fave the king. 
And when Athaliah heard the noiſe of the guard and 


of the people, the came to the people into the temple 


of the Lorp. 
And when ſhe looked, behold, the king ſtood by a 
W a8 the manner was, and che princes and the 
8 5 trum- 
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trumpeters by the king, and all the people of the land 
rejoiced, and blew with trumpets. And Athaliah 
rent her clothes, and cried I reaſon, treaſon. 


But Jehoiada the prieſt commanded the captains of 


the hundreds, the officers of the hoſt, and ſaid unto 
them, Have her forth without the ranges; and him 
that followeth her kill with the ſword. For the 
prieſt had ſaid, Let her not be ſlain in the houſe of 
the Loxp. 

And they laid hands on her, and ſhe went by the 
way, by the which the horſes came into the king's 
| houſe, and there was ſhe ſlain. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and 
between all the people, and between the king, that 
they ſhould be the Loxp's people. 

Then all the people went to the houſe of Baal, and 
brake it down, and brake his altars, and his images 
m pieces, and flew Mattan the prieſt of Baal before. 
the altars. 

Allo Jehoiada appointed the offices of the houſe of 
the Loxp by the hand of the prieſts the Levites, 
whom David had diſtributed in the houſe of the LoRp, 
to offer the burnt offerings of the LoR D, as it is writ- 
ten in the law of Moſes, with rejoicing and with ling- 
ing, as it was ordained by David. 

And he ſet the porters at the gates of the houſe of 
the LoRp, that none which was unclean 1 in any thing 
ſhould enter in. 

And he took the captains of hundreds, and the no- 
| bles, and the governors of the people, and all the peo- 


ple 
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ple of the land, and brought down the king from the 


houſe of the Lord : and they came through the high 
gate into the king's houſe, and ſet the king upon the 


throne of the kingdom. 

And all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city 
was quiet, after that they had ſlain Athaliah with the 
{word. 


ANNOTATIONS AN O REFLECTI ONS. 


In this ſection, we may obſerve the dreadful effects of im- 
piety and ambition. It is remarked, that the affection of pa- 
rents is generally ſtrongeſt to the ſecond generation ; that they 
love their grand children not only on account of the relation 
they bear to themſelves, but for the ſake of thoſe, whoſe im- 
mediate offspring they are; how ſhocking is it to read of 
Athaliah's attempt to cut off the whole race of her's, that ſhe 
might gratify her boundleſs ambition; but, as the Apoſtle to 
the Romans hints“, it is the uſual effect of impiety, to root 
out natural affection 35 and therefore we cannot wonder that 
the, who could counſel her own fon to do wickedly, ſhould 
proceed to this extremity of cruelty.— The juſtice ot Gop, 
in ſuffering her to come to ſuch a wretched end needs no com- 
ment, neither is there occaſion to enlarge on the faithfulneſs 
of the Lo RD Gop, diſplayed in the preſervation of Joaſh,— 
It may however be proper to obſerve, that this young prince 
found in the temple, an aſſylum for his helpleſs innocence, 
when there was no other place of refuge for him, which is 
great encouragement to children to put their truſt in the 
LoRD, and alſo to frequent places of public worſhip. How 
many by neglecting them, to purſue idle ſports, have come 
to untimely ends. | | p 

Romans, I, Xxxi. 
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Tur REIGN or JoAsH (CALLED ALSO Jenoasn) 
King or JuDpan. 


TOASH was ſeven years old when he began to 
reign. 

And Joaſh did that which was right in the fight 
of the LokD all the days of Jehoiada the prieit, and 
he had two wives and ſons and daughters, 

And it came to paſs after this, that Joaſh was 
minded to repair the houſe of the Lorp. 

(For the ſons of Athaliah that wicked woman had 


broken up the houſe of Gop; and alſo all the dedi- 


cated things of the houſe of the Lox D did hey be- 
ſtow upon Baalim.) 

So the workmen wrought, and the work was per- 
fected by them, and they ſet the houſe of Gop in his 
ſtate, and ſtrengthened it. 


But Jehoiada waxed old, ok was full of days 


when he died; an hundred and thirty years old was 


he when he died. 

And they buried him in the city of David among 
the kings, becauſe he had done good in Iſrael, both 
toward Gop, and toward his houſe. 

Now after the death of Jehoiada came the princes 
of Judah, and made obeiſance to the king. Then 
the king hearkened unto them, 


Arid 
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And they left the houſe of the Lokd Gop of their 
fathers, and ſerved groves and idols : and wrath came 
upon Judah and Jeruſalem for this their treſpaſs. 

Yet he ſent prophets to them to bring them again 
unto the Lokp, and they teſtiſied againit them: but 
they would not give ear. 


And the Spirit of Gop came upon Zechariah the 


ſon of Jehoiada the prieſt, which ſtood above the 
people, and ſaid unto them, Thus ſaith Gop, Why 
tranſgreſs ye the commandments of the Loxp that ye 
cannot proſper ? becauſe ye have forſaken the Lok p, 
he hath alſo forſaken you. 

And they conſpired againſt him, and ſtoned him 
with ſtones at the commandment of the king in 
the court of the houſe of the LoRD. 

Thus Joaſh the king remembered not the kindneſs 
which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but flew 
his ſon. And when he died, he ſaid, The Lord look 
upon it, and requite it. 

Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought 


againſt Gath, and took it: and Hazael ſet his face 


to go up to Jeruſalem. 

And Joaſh king of Judah took all the hallowed 
things that Jehoſhaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah, 
his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and his 
own hallowed things, and all the gold that was found 
in the treaſures of the houſe of the LorD, and in the 
king's houſe, and ſent it to Hazael king of Syria: and 
he went away from Jeruſalem, 


And 


3% THE DEATH OF JOAS H. 

And it came to paſs at the end of the year, that the 
hoſt of Syria came up againſt him; and they came to 
Judah and Jeruſalem, and deſtroyed all the princes of 
the people from among the people, and ſent all the 
ſpoil of them unto the king of Damaſcus. 

For the army of the Syrians came with a ſmall com- 
pany of men, and the Logp delivered a very great 
hoſt into their hand, becauſe they had forſaken the 
Lon God of their fathers : ſo they executed judg- 
ment againſt Foaſh. 

And when they were departed from him (for they 


left him in great diſeaſes) his own ſervants conſpired 


againſt him, for the blood of the ſons of Jehoiada the 
prieſt, and ſlew him on his bed; and he died: and 
they buried him in the city of David, but not in the 
ſepulchres of the kings. He reigned forty years, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Joaſh was extremely fortunate in the beginning of his reign, 
in being under the direction of ſo good and pious a man as 
| Jehoida, for both he and his ſubjects experienced the happy 
effects of his excellent management. Whilſt Joaſh continued 
under his influence, he appeared wiſe and amiable, and the 
bleſſing of the Lo RD attended him; but as ſoon as he ſuffered 
| himſelf to be perverted from the worſhip of the Lord, his 


happineſs and proſperity forſook him, for wrath came upon 


him from the Lox D; and the Syrians were PROS" to 
prevail againſt him. 
We may eaſily imagine the miſeries which Judah endured, 


by falling into the cruel hands of Hazael ; yet they could not 


juſtly 
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juſtly reproach Gp for raiſing them up ſuch an enemy, as 
he would undoubtedly haye been reſtrained from hurting 
them, (as he was during the life of Jehoida) if they had not 
provoked the divine chaſtiſement by their apoſtacy. 

Nothing could be a greater inſult to the Lorp, than the 
murder of the prophet Zechariah, whom they ſtoned whilſt 
he was declaring the word of the LoRD, in a place always 
deemed ſacred, the court of the Temple. This wickedneſs 
was too notorious to eſcape tie vengeance of Gop. | 

How does every portion of ſacred hiſtory exemplify tlie ' 
truth, juſtice, wiſdom, and goodneſs of the SurrEME BE- | 
ING! 
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TRE REIGN of JEHOAHAZZ KING OF ISRAEL. 


FO the three and twentieth year of Joaſh the ſon of 
Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz the ſon of Tehu. 
began to reign over Iſrael in Samaria, and reigned 
ſeventeen years. 

And he did that which was evil in the ſight of the 358 
Lokp, and followed the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of | 
Nebat, which made Iſrael to in : he departed not 
therefrom. | 

And the anger of the Lox D was kindled againſt Iſ- | { 
rae}, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael N 
king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben- hadad the 
ſon of Hazael, all their days. 

And Jehoahaz beſought the Lox», and the Loxp 

hearkened unto him: for he ſaw the oppreſſion of Iſ- 


rael, becauſe the king of Syria oppreſſed them. 
Neither 1 
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Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz, 
but fifty horſemen, and ten chariots, and ten thou- 
fand footmen: for the king of Syria had deſtroyed 
them, and had made them like the duſt by threſhing. 

And the Lorp gave Iſrael a ſaviour, fo that they 
went out from under the hand of the Syrians: and 
the children of Iſrael dwelt in their tents, as before- 
tume, 


Nevertheleſs, they departed not from the ſins of the 

houſe of Jeroboam, who made Iſrael to fin, but 
| walked therein: and there remained the grove alſo in 
Samaria. 


And Jehoahaz ſlept with his fathers: and they bu- 


ried him in Samaria. And Jehoaſh his ſon reigned 
in his ſtead, | 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


How ſhocking it is to read of the degeneracy of Iſrael! 
When we compare their abject condition in the days of Jeho- 
ahaz, with their glory and eminence in the reigns of David 
and Solomon, we can ſcarcely believe it to be the ſame na- 
tion which was choſen as the peculiar people of Gop. Whilſt 
they continued faithful to him, the Loxp Himſelf avas their 
| defence, and their help, and the ford of theirexcellency: when 
they forſook him they were ſtripped of their honour, and ex- 
poſed to the inſults of their neighbours; . yet did not the Lo RD 
forget His Covenant, for when they returned unto Him wit! 
true contrition, He never rejected their prayers; a remarka- 
ble inſtance ot which we have in the hiſtory of Jehoakaz, who 
was reſcued from utter deſtruction by a miraculous de- 


hiverance, 
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dverance, at a time when Hazael had gained ſuch advan- 
tages, that had he not been reſtrained by omniporent power, he 
would have entirely extirpated the kingdom of Iſrael; but 
though he was permitted to ſucceed againſt this people, on 
account of their ſins; yet could the ſame ArmicaTty BER. 
ING who ruleth the raging of the ocean, reſtram the turbu- 
lent paſſions of this haughty monarch, and ſay to him hitherto 
falt ihou go and no farther, 


Let this inſtance encourage thoſe who have forſaken the 
LokD, to turn unto Him, who will have mercy upon them. 


E 


Tur REION oF JEHOASH (CALLED ALSO JoAsR) 
KING oF ISRAEL. 


N the thirty and ſeventh year of Joaſh king of Ju- 
dah, began Jehoath the fqn of Jehoahaz to reign 
over Iſrael in Samaria, and reigned with his father. 

And he did that which was evil in the fight of the 
LoRD : he departed not from all the ſins of Jeroboam 
the ton of Nebat, who mage lirael to fn; but he 
walked thcrein, 

Now Eliſha was fallen ſick of his ſickneſs whereof 
he died; and Jehoaſh the king of Iſrael came down 
unto him, and wept over his face, and ſaid, O my 
father, my father, the chariot of Iſrael, and the 
horſemen thereof. 

And Eliſha ſaid unto him, Take bow and arrows. 
And he took unto him bow and arrows. 
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And he faid to the king of Iſrael, Put thine hand 
upon the bow. And he put his hand upon it:, and 
Eliſha put his hands upon the king's hands. 

And he faid, Open the window eaſtward. And he 
opened it. Then Eliſha ſaid, Shoot. And he ſhct. 
And he ſaid, 'The arrow of the Logy's deliverance 
from Syria: for thou ſhall ſmite the Syrians in Aphck 
till thou have conſumed them. 

And he ſaid Take the arrows. And he took them, 
And he faid unto the king of Iſrael, Smite upon the 
ground. And he ſmote thrice, and ſtayed. 

And the man of Gop was wroth with him, and 
faid, Thou ſhouldeft have ſmitten five or ſix times; 
then hadit thou ſmitten Syria till thou hadlt conſumed. 
it: whereas now thou ſhalt ſmite Syria but thrice. 

And Elifha died, and they buried him. And the 
bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming 
in of the year. 

And it came to paſs as they were burying a man, 
that behold, they ſpied a band of men; and they caſt 


the man into the ſepulchre of Eliſha; and when the 
man was let down, . and touched the bones of Elitha, 


he revived, and ſtood up on his feet. 
But Hazael king of Syria oppreſſed Ifrae! all the 
days of Jehoahaz. 

And the Lord was gracious unto | them, and had 
compaſſion on them, and had reſpect unto them, be- 
cauſe of his covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, and would not deſtroy them, neither caſt he them 
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So Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his 
fon reigned in his ſtead, 

And Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz took again out of 
the hand of Ben-hadad the ſon of Hazael, the cities 
which ke had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his 
father by war, three times did jehoaſh beat him, and 
recovered the cities of Iſrael. 

And jchoaſh ſlept with his fathers ; and Je roboam 
fat upon his throne: and Ichoaſli was buried in Sa- 
maria with the kings of Iſrael. 

And the reſt of the acts of ſehoaſh, and all that he 
did, and his might wherewith he fought againſt Ama- 
ziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? 


A KNOTATIONS A&D REFLECTIONS. 


Jehoaſh continued the abominations which Jeroboam had ſa- 
tally introduced into Iſrael, and in that particular did evil in 
the ſight of the Lo RD: yet he had a great perſonal reſpect for 
the prophet Eliſha, and reverenced the Lorp in ſome degree, 
though he did not ſerve Him with a perfect heart, 

Eliſha lived to an advanced age; it was about ſixty years 
ſince he had been called to the prophetic office by Elijah; and 
though we do not read of his having been employed by Gop 
in any particular ſervice for a long time, it is moſt likely he 
continued his admonitions, and had performed ſome good of- 
fices for Iſrael, or Jehoaſh would not have addreſſed him in 
thoſe endearing words which Eliſha himſelf made uſe of when 
Elijah was taken from him; “ my father! my father! the cha- 
riot of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof!” Perhaps Eliſha was the 
fawvinur whom the LoRD is ſaid to have raiſed up to deliver 
them, 
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them, by his interceſſions and prayers, out of the hands of the 
Syrians; this opinion 1s confirmed by Eliſha's laſt action in the 

character of a prophet, he gave the king great aſſurances of 
ſucceſs againſt the Syrians, and encouraged him to proſecute 

the war with vigour, and to animate him gave him a ſign that 

he was commiſſioned to attack them, with a promiſe of ſucceſs. 
« It is,“ ſaid Eliſha, “ the arrow of the LoRD's deliverance 

even the arrow of deliverance, from Syria.“ The prophet 
having in Gop's name, aſſured him of victory over the Syri— 

ans, proved him by another ſign, whether he would purſue 
them with more zeal than Ahab had done : this was the mean- 
ing of his bidding him frike with the arrox on the ground; 
as much as to ſay, “ believe * them brought to the ground by the 

arrow of the LORD, given into your hand; now let me ſee how 
you will improve theſe advantages.” The king ſhewed not that 
eagerneſs and warmth that might have been expected, but 
ſmote thrice and no more; perhaps he contemned the ſign, and 
diſtruſted the prophet; and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that it 
was to confirm the truth of Eliſha's being divinely 1zſpired, 
that the miracle we read of after the account of his death, was 

performed: many of the Iſraelites might have repreſented 
Eliſha as an i-poftor, and thrown aſperfions on his memory; 
tis miracle therefore, ſerved to eſtabliſb his reputation as a PRO- 
PHET, and to give the people confidence in reſpect to the con- 
queſt of the Syrians, which he had predicted. Elijah, was ho- 
noured by the tranſlation of his BODY 79 heaven: Eliſha was 
filled with the ſame HoLy SPIR1IT that had before inſpired his 
maſter, and followed the example of his fidelity to Gop; 

therefore the Lo RD honovred his BODY allo in the fight of the 
world, but in a different way, by making it (after his own ſoul 
was departed from it) an inſtrument of Divine POWER, in 

reſtoring life to a dead man. We muſt not ſuppoſe, that there 
was any inherent virtue in the remains of Eliſha, more than in 

* Henry's Annotations. 

| | | thoſe 
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thoſe of another man: Divins INSPIRATION did not alter 
the nature of prophets, 'whoſe bodies were ſtill ſubject to 
diſeaſes and decay, and their minds liable to paſſions and ſin; 
excepting when they were miraculouſly ſuſtained and illumina- 
ted, by the particular interpoſition of the Sur REME BEING, 
what they ſaid or did in the name of the Lorp, was entirely 
unpremeditated ; they were no farther HOLY than as they were 
facred, or ſet apart for the ſervice of Go, and lived agreeably 
to their holy appointment; yet on theſe accounts they were 
juſtly reverenced, and for the good offices they performed for 
the world, they were entitled to tem. A farther uſe may be 
made of this miracle, by conſidering it as a proof of the immor- 
tality of the ſcul; but this truth we need not attend to here, 
we ſhall find ſtill better evidence as we proceed, 


S8 U P P IL E Ni E N T. 


We have already read, in the hiſtory of the kings of Ju- 


DAH, that Hazael invaded that country, and even thought to 
attempt Jeruſalem, but was diverted from his purpoſe by 
gifts of the treaſures of the Lorp's Houſe, which J-aſh, the 
king, who at that time reigned over Judah, was induced to 
make him through fear. 

« Hazael* having thus ſubdued and tyrannized over the 
kingdoms of Iſracl and Judah, died, and his infatuated people 
paid divine honours to his memory.” 

Though Hazael was a great monarch, he muſt have been 
an unhappy man; for it is impoſſible that a mind like his, 
perpetually hurried by tumultuous paſſions, ſhould know the 
in valuable bleſſing of inward peace and ſatisfaction. 

He left behind him a ſon and ſucceſſor, named Ben-hadad, 
who ſuffered a total reverſe of his father's fortune. Jehoaſh 
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king of Iſrael defeated him thrice, as Eliſha had predicted, 
and recovered from him all that Hazael had taken from II. 
rael. Jehoaſh is ſuppoſed to have divided the government 
of the kingdom with his ſon Jeroboam, for the laſt ten years 
of his reign. 


T. . 


THE REICON of AMaz1an KING oF JuDan. 


3 was twenty and five years old when 
he began to reign, and he did that which was 
right in the ſight of the Loxp, but not with a perfect 
heart. i 

Now it came to paſs when the kingdom was eſta- 
bliſhed to him, that he ſlew his ſervants that had 
killed the king his father: but he flew not their chil- 
dren, but did as it is written in the law in the book of 
Moſes, where the LoxD commanded, faying, The 
fathers ſhall not die for the children, neither ſhall the 
children die for the fathers, but every man ſhall die for 
his own ſin. 

Moreover, Amaziah gathered Judah together; and 
made them captains over thouſands, and captains 


over hundreds, according to the houſes of their fa- 


thers, throughout all Judah and Benjamin: and he 


numbered them from twenty years old and above, 


and found them three hundred thouſand choice men, 


able to go forth to war, that could handle ſpear and 


ſhield, 
He 


_ . oe 


77 


E PHRAIM OFFEN DE D. 409 
He hired alſo an hundred thouſand mighty men of 
valour out of Iſrael for an hundred talents of ſilver. 

But there came a man of Gop to him, ſaying, O 
king, let not the army of Iſrael go with thee, for the 
LokD is not with Iſrael, to wit, with all the children 
of Ephraim. 

But if thou wilt go, do it, be' ſtrong for the bat- 
tle: Gop ſhall make thee fall before the enemy: for 
Gop hath power to help, and to caſt down, 

And Amaziah faid to the man of Gop, But what 
ſhall we do for the hundred talents which I have given 
to the army of Iſrael? and the man of Gop an- 
ſwered, The Lok p is able to give thee much more 
than this. 

Then Amaziah ſeparated them, to wit, the army 
that was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home 
again: wherefore their anger was greatly kindled 


againſt Judah, and they returned home in great . 


anger. 

And Amaziah ſtrengthened himſelf, and led forth 
his people, and went to the valley of ſalt, and ſmote 
of the children of Seir ten thouſand. 

And other ten thouſand left alive did the children of 
Judah carry away captive, and brought them unto 
the top of the rock, and caſt them down from the top 
of the rock, that they were broken all in pieces. 
But the ſoldiers of the army which Amaziah ſent 
back, that they ſhould not go with him to battle, fell 


upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto _ 


Beth- 
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Beth-horon, and ſmote three thouſand of them, and 
took much ſpoil. 

Nov it came to paſs, after that Amaziah was come 
from the ſlaughter of the Edomites, that he brought 
the gods of the children of Seir, and ſet them up to be 
his gods, and bowed down himſelf before them, and 
burned incenſe unto them. 

Wherefore the anger of the LoRxD was kindled 
againſt Amaziah, and he ſent unto him a prophet, 
which ſaid unto him, Why haſt thou ſought after the 
gods of the people, which could not deliver their own 
people out of thine hand? 

And it came to pals as he talked with him, that the 
king faid unto him, art thou made of the king's 
counſel? forbear; why ſhouldeſt thou be ſmitten? 
then the prophet forbare, and ſaid, I know that Gop 
hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt 
done this and haſt not hearkened unto my counſel. 

Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and 
ſent to Jehoaſh, the ſon of Jehoahaz the ſon of Jehu, 
king of Ifrael, ſaying, Come, let us ſee one another 
in the face. 

And Jehoaſh king of Iſrael ſent to Amaziah king of 
Judah, ſaying, The thiſtle that was in Lebanon ſent 
to the cedar that was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy 
daughter to my ſon to wife: and there paſſed by a 


wild beaſt that was in Lebanon, and trode down the 
thiſtle. 


Thou fayeſt, Lo thou haſt ſmitten the Edomites, 
and thine heart lifteth thee up to boaſt : abide now at 


home; 
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home; why ſhouldeſt thou meddle to thine hurt that 
thou ſhouldeſt fall, even thou, and Judah with thee? 

But Amaziah would not hear: for it came of Gop 
that he might deliver them into the hand of their ene- 
mies, becaule they ſought after the gods of Edom. 

So Jchoaſh the king of Iſrael went up; and they 
ſaw one another in the face, both he and Amaziah 
king of Judah at Beth-ſhemeſh, which belongeth 
to Judah, | 

And Judah was put to the worſe before Iſracl, and 
they fled every man to his tent. 

And Jehoaſh the king of Iſrael, took Amaziah king 
of Judah the ſon of jchoaſh the ſon of Jchoahaz at 
Beth-ſhemeſh, and brought him to Jeruſalem, and. 
brake down the wall of Jeruſalem from the gate of 
Ephraim to the corner gate, four hundred cubits, 

And he took all the gold and the ſilver, and all the 
veſſels that were found in the houſe of Gop with 
Obed- edom, and the treaſures of the king's houſe, the 
hoſtages alſo, and returned to Samaria, 

And Amaziah the ſon of Jehoaſh king of Judah 
lived after the death of Jehoaſh, ſon of Jehoahaz king 
of Iſrael, fifteen years. And he reigned twenty and 
nine years in Jeruſalem. | 

Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away 
from following the Lok, they made a conſpiracy 
againſt him in Jeruſalem; and he fled to Lachiſh: but 
they ſent to Lachiſh after him, and flew him there, 

And they brought him upon horſes, and buried him 


with his fathers in the city of Judah, 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


Amaziah had lately ſeen ſuch ſevere judgments inflicted 
upon his father Jehoaſh, for his apoſtacy, that he was inti- 
midated from following idels. He worſhipped the true Gop, 
and kept up the Temple ſervice, but he had not a perfect heart ; 
from which we may underſtand, that he was not a man of ſe. 
rious piety himſelf, nor had he any zeal for the exerciſes of 
religion. He was not an enemy, but a cool and indifferent 
friend. 

It was Amaziah's duty to call his father's murderers to ac- 


count; for though they intended to avenge the death of the 


prophet Zechariah, they were not authorized to kill their ſove- 
reign. | 
We read, in the hiſtory of Jehoram king of Judah, that the 


Edomites (who from the days of David had been governed by 
a deputy) revolted, and ſet up a king of their own. Amaziah | 


reſolved to attempt reducing them; and thinking his own 
army inſufficient *, reſolved to hire auxiliaries, The proper 
ſtep for him to have taken in ſucha caſe, would have been to 


conſult a prophet of the LoRD. That he might not run head- 


long into deſtruction, a prophet was, notwithſtanding his neg- 
lect, graciouſly ſent to warn him of the danger of an alliance 
with Iſrael, and he diſmiſſed the troops. His obedience was 
rewarded with ſucceſs againſt the Edomites, 
Why Gop permitted the Iſraelites to commit ſuch devaſ. 
tations, in their return home, we are not told; but may ſup- 
poſe that the inhabitants of the cities in Judah, Who were thus 
given up to their rage, were idolators. 
It is ſhocking to read of Amaziah's cruelty to the Edomites 
and not eaſy to be accounted for in ſo mixed a character; what 
he did on his return, was evidently a great act of fin and folly 


* In the days of Jehoſhaphat there were four times as many. 


ye 


* 


A MAZ 1 A H's 


DEATH. 411 


vet the goodneſs of the LORD was ſtill extended towards him 
but he was deaf to the kind remonſtrances of the prophet, and 
therefore we cannot wonder at the adverſity which afterwards 
befel him. 

By whom he was adviſed to ſhew reſentment to the king of 
Iſrael, for the devaſtations his ſubjects had made, we are not 
told; but they proved to be evil counſellors. Jehoaſh had by 
this time gained the three victories over the Syrians, foretold 
by the prophet Eliſha, which had doubtleſs elated him ; he 
therefore could not forbear expreſſing the utmoſt contempt at 


Amazial's arrogant challenge. The anſwer he returned was 


couched in the moſt ſcornful and mortifying terms; under the 
allegory of a deſpicable thiſtle, which having aſpired to an alli- 
ance with the noble cedar, had, for its ambition, been cruſhed 
under the feet of a wild beaſt; he concluded with adviſing 
Amaziah to reſt contented with his late petty victories, and not 
to ſuffer his ambition to drive him into deſperate attempts, 
which would, moſt likely, end in the total loſs of his kingdom. 

Joſephus, an ancient Jewiſh author, informs us, that Ama- 
ziah's army was ſeized with ſudden terror, and turned their 
backs on Iſrael, without ſtriking one ſtroke, and left their 


king to the mercy of the conqueror, who led him priſoner to 


Jeruſalem, where he obliged him to purchaſe his freedom, at 
the expence of all the gold and filver which were found, either 


in the Temple or his own treaſury ; after which, having demo- 


liſhed a part of the city wall, and taken hoſtages, he returned 
to Samaria, 


As for Amaziah, though he out-lived his diſgrace about 
fifteen years, we do not read that he performed any menio- 
rable action; but continuing to follow idolatrous practices, 


the favour of the LoRD was totally withdrawn from him, 


he fell by the hands of his own ſubjects, and his corpſe was 


treated with indignity, but at length buried with his anceſ- 


T 2 8 E © . 


- — 


— 


IF 1 
0 1 *. — 


- 


r . — Et 1 j 28 2 2 — 


—— 


. 8 2 
— 


7 „ r 8 


11 


8 E T. LXXII. 


ThE REICN or JEROBOAM THE SECOND, KING 
OF ISRAEL, 


N the fifteenth year of Amaziah the ſon of Joath 

king of Judah, Jeroboam the ſon of Jehoaſh king 
of Iſrael began to reign in Samaria. 

He reſtored the coaſt of Iſrael from the entering of 
Hamath unto the ſea of the plain, according to the 
word of the Lord Gop of Iſrael, which he ſpake by 
the hand of his ſervant Jonah, the ſon of Amittai, 
the prophet; which was of Gath-heper. 

For the Lond ſaw the affliction of Iſrael, that it 
was very bitter: for there was not any ſhut up, nor 
any left, nor any helper for Iſrael. 

And the Loxp ſaid not that he would blot out 
the name of Ifrael from under heaven: but he 
ſaved them by the hand of Jeroboam the ſon of Je- 
hoaſh. 8 

So Jeroboam warred and recovered for Iſrael 
Hamath and Damaſcus, which belonged to Judah, 

And Jeroboam reigned forty one years, and he ſlept 
wih his fathers, even with the kings of Iſrael ; and 
Zachariah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


Though the reign of this king is long, the hiſtory of it is 
related ia few words. Jeroboam was a very valiant and po- 
le 


JEROBOAMs VALO UR. 413 
litic prince, and Gop enabled him, for the ſake of the race of 
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Jacob, to work great deliverances for Iſrael, and to reſtore 
this kingdom to ſplendor and power. We find he took the 1! 
city of Damaſcus (which was the capital of Syria) and Ha- 
math, both which formerly belonged to Judah; beſides a ſ 
vaſt extent of country, The particulars of theſe valiant ex- 4 
ploits are unknown to us, having been written in the annals ; 
of the kings of Iſrael, long ſince loft, | 
} 
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JJV IRENE 
PART oF THE PROPHECY OF AMos. 


18 words of Amos, who was among the herd 
men of Fekoa, which he ſaw concerning Iſracl, 
in the days of Jeroboam king of Iſrach, two years be- 
fore the earthquake. 
Thus faith the Lon p; For three tranſgreſſions of 
Iſracl, and for four, I will not turn away che puniſh- 
ment thereof; becauſe they ſold the righteous for ſil- 
ver, and the poor for a pair of ſhoes ; 
That pant after the duſt of the earth on the head 
of the poor, and turn aſide the way of the meek : 
Hear this word that the LoRp hath ſpoken againſt 
you, O children of Iſrael, againſt the whole family 
' which I brought up from the land of Egypt, ſaying, 
You only have I known of all the families of the 
earth: therefore I will puniſh you for all your ini- 
quities. | 
Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the peo- 
ple not be afraid? ſhall there be evil in a city, and the 
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Lord hath not done it? Surely, the Loxp Gop will 
do nothing, but he revealeth his ſecret unto his ſer- 
vants the rote 

The hon hath roared, who will not fear? the 
Loxp Gop hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy ? 

Hear ye, and teitify in the houſe of Jacob, faith 
the Lord Gon, the Gop of hoſts, that in the day 
that I ſhall viſit the tranſgreſſions of Iſrael upon him, 
I will allo viſit the altars of Beth-el: and the horns of 
the altar ſhall be cut off, and fall to the ground. 

And I will imite the winter-houſe with the ſummer- 
houſe; and the houſcs of ivory ſhall periſh, and the 
great houſes ſhall have an end, faith the Lorp. 

Come to Beth-el, and tranſgreſs ; at Gilgal mul- 

tiply tranſgreſſion; and bring your ſacrifices every 

morning, and your tithes after three years: and offer 
a facritice of thankſgiving with leaven, and proclaim 
and publiſh the free-offerings: for this liketh you, O 
ve children of Iſrael, faith the LoRD Gop. 

And I alſo have given you cleanneſs of teeth in all 
your cities, and want of bread in all your places: yet 
have ye not returned unto me, faith the Lox. 

And alſo J have withholden the rain from you, when 
there were yet three months to the harveſt; and 1 
cauſed it to rain upon one city, and cauſed it not to 
rain upon another city : one piece was rained upon, 
and the piece whereupon it rained not withered. 

So two or three cities wandered unto. one city, to 
drink water; but they were not ſatisfied: yet have ye 


not returned unto me, faith the Logp. 
I have 
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I have ſmitten you with blaſting and mildew: when 


your gardens and your vineyards, and your fig-trees, 


and your olive-trees increaſed, the palmer-worm de- 
voured them: yet have ye not returned unto me, faith 
the Lon p. 

[ have ſent among you the peſtilence after the man- 
ner of Egypt: your young men have J ſlain with the 
ſword, and have taken away your horſes; and J have 
made the ſtink of your camps to come up unto your 
noſtrils: yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the 

LozD. e 
Il have overthrown ſome of you as God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a fireband 


plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned 


unto me, faith the LORD. 


1 herefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael: and 


becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
Goo, O Iſrael. | 
For lo, he that formeth the mountains, and cre- 
ateth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his 
thought, that maketh the morning darkneſs, and 
treadeth upon the high places of the earth; The LokD 
the Gop hoſts is his name. 
For thus faith the Lord unto the houſe of Iſrael, 
Seek ye me, and ye ſhall live: But ſeek not Beth-el, 
nor enter into Gilgal, and paſs not to Beer-ſheba: 


for Gilgal ſhall ſurely go into captivity, and Beth: el 


ſhall come to nought. 
Seek good, and not evil; that ye may live: and fo 
the Lorp the Gop of hoſts ſhall be with you, as ye 


have ſpoken, 3 hy Hate 
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Hate the evil, and love the good, and eſtabliſh 
judgment in the gate; it may be that the LORD GOD 
of hoſts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joſeph, 

Then Amaziah the prieſt of Beth-el ſent to Jero- 
boum king of Iſrael, ſaying, Amos hath conſpired 
againſt thee in the midſt of the houſe of Iſrael; the 
land is not able to bear all his words. 

For thus Amos faith, Jeroboam ſhall die by tlie 
Word, and Iſrael ſhall furely be led away captive out 
of their own land, | 

Alſo Amaziah faid unto Amos, O thou fecr, go, 
flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat 
bread, and propheſy there: but propheſy not again 
any more at Bethel; for it is the king's chapel, and it 
is the king's court, 

Then anſwered Amos, and ſaid to Amaziah, ] was 
no prophet, neither was I a prophet's ſon; but I was 
an herdman, and a gatherer of ſycamore fruit; and 
the Lok took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lond faid unto me, Go, propheſy unto my people 
lirael. | 

Thea ſaid the Loxp unto me, The end is come 
upon my people Iſrael: I will not again paſs by 
them any more. | 

Hear this, O ye that fallow up the needy, even to 
make the poor of the land to fail. 

The Loxp hath ſworn by the excellency of Jacoby 
Surely I will never forget any of their works, 

Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one 
mourn that dwelleth therein? and it ſhall riſe up wholly 
a8 
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4s a flood; and it ſhall be caſt out and drowned as by 
the flood of Egypt. 

And I will turn your feaſts into mourning, and all 
your ſongs into lamentation, and will bring up ſack- 
cloth upon all loins, and baldneſs upon every head: 
and I will make it as the mourning of an only ſon, and 
the end thereof as a bitter day. 

Behold, the days come, faith the Log p Gon, that 


I will fend a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, f 

; - . - ? 
nor a thirſt for water, but of hearing the words of : 
the LoRD. | 


And they ſhall wander from ſea to fea, and from | 
the North even to the Eaſt they ſhall run to and fro, 
to ſeek the word of the Lord, and ſhall not find it. 

They that ſwear by the ſin of Samaria, and ſay, 
Thy Gop, O Dan, liveth: and the manner of Beer- 

ſheba liveth; even they ſhall fall, and never riſe up 


again. 5 
Behold the eyes of the Loxp Gop are upon the |} 
ſinful kingdom, and I will deſtroy it from off the face 
of the earth; faving that I will not utterly deſtroy the | 
houſe of Jacob, faith the Lord. « 


For lo, I will command, and I will fift the houſe 
of Ifrael among all nations, like as corn is fifted in a 
fieve, yet ſhall not the leaſt grain fall upon the earth, 

And Jeroboam reigned in Samaria forty and one 
years. | _ 
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ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS, 


&« After * the death of Eliſha, it pleaſed the Lorp to raiſe 
up aſucceſlion of prophets in Iſrael and Judah, to give them 
inſtructions and exhortations, and to denounce his threatnings 
againſt them upon their perſiſting in impiety; and theſe he 
appointed, not only to warn them by word of mouth (as his 
former prophets had done) but to commit their admonitions. 
to writing, that poſterity might ſee the ingratitude of his. 
people, and all nations, from their crimes and puniſhment, 
learn not to do ſo wickedly.” 

Thoſe written prophecies contain a great deal of general 
Inſtruction, By theſe extracts from the predictions of Amos, 

we learn,. that the public crimes, tor which the Jews were 
threatened with public calamities, were, forſaking and neg- 
lecting the worſbip of GoD; and being guilty of fraud, deceit, 
crneliy and oppreſſion. Every nation, therefore, in which ſuch. 
ſins prevail, may juſtly fear Gop's judgments ; for this rea- 
ſn every individual ſhould take warning by the prophetic 
writings, to contribute his part towards a general reforma- 


tion. 


6) 


Amos is ſuppoſed to have begun to prophecy. about ſix 
years before the death of Jerohoam the ſecond, king of II- 
rael; in the reign of Uzziali king of Judah. 

Hoſea. propheſied under Jeroboam the ſecond, and his 
ſucceſſors, till the deſtruction of Samaria; in the reigns of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
He chiefly. addreſſed himſelf to Iſrael, but ſometimes men- 
tioned Judah. He not only exclaimed. againſt the vices ot 

* Stackhouſe, TT 
the 
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the people, but alſo ſeverely cenſures the conduct of their 
kings and prieſts, He foretold great mercies in ſtore for the 
remnant of the houſe of Jacob: Jonah lived in the kingdom 
of Iſrael in the days of Jehoaſh, and Jeroboam the ſecond, 
We ſhall ſhortly read the hiſtory of this prophet. 


8 K G F. _LXKXIV. 


THE REicn OF UZZzIAH (CALLED ALSO * AZ A- 
RIAH) KING or JUDAH. 


A TER the death of Amaziah all the people of 
Judah took Uzziah his ſon, who was ſixteen 
years old, and made him king in the room of his fa- 
ther. | | 

In the twenty and ſeventh year of Jeroboam king of 
Iſrael began Uzziah ſon of Amaziah, king of Judah 
to reign. | 

Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to 
reign. And he did that which was right in the fight 
of the Loxb, according to all that his father Amaziah 
did in the beginning of his reign, 

And he fought God in the days of Zechariah, who 
had underſtanding in the viſions of Gop: and as long 
as he ſought the Lox D, Gop made him to proſper. 
And he went forth and warred againſt the Philiſ- 
tines, and Gop helped him againſt the Philiſtines. 

And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his 
name ſpread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt: 
tor he ſtrengthened himſelf exceedingly, 


by ' Kings xv. 1. 
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!ſo he built towers in Jeruialem, and in the deſert, 
and digged many wells, for he had much cattle, and 
vine- dreſſers; for he loved huſbandry. 

And he had an hoſt of fighting men: the whole 
number of the chief of the fathers of the mighty men 
of valour were two thouſand and fix hundred. 

And under their hand was an army, three hundred 
thouſand and ſeven thouſand and five hundred that 


made war with mighty power, to help the king againſt 
the enemy. 

And Uzziah prepared for them, throughout all the 
hoſt, ſhields, and ſpears, and helmets, and habergeons, 
and bows, and ſlings to caſt ſtones. 

And he made in Jeruſalem engines invented by cun- 
ning men, to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks, 
to ſhoot arrows and great ſtones withal. And his name 
ſpread far abroad: for he was marvellouſly helped till 
he was ſtrong. | 

. But when he was ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to 
his deſtruction: for he tranſgreſſed againſt the LoRD 
his Gop, and went into the temple of the Lokp to 

burn incenſe upon the altar of incenſe... 

And Aariah the prieſt went in after him, and with 
him ſourſcore prieſts of the Loxp that were valiant 
men: and they withſtood Uzziah the king, and faid 
unto” him, It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to 
burn incenſe unto the Lon but to the prizils the ſons 
of Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn incenſe; go 
out of the ſanctuary; tor thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither 
ſhall it be for thine honour from the LoD Gop. 

Then 
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Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a cenſer in his 
hand, to burn incenſe : and while he was wroth with 
the prieſts, the leproſy even roſe up in his forehead 
before the prieſts, in the houſe of the Lonp, from be- 
ſide the incenſe altar. 

And Azariah the chief prieſt, and all the prieſts 
looked upon him, and behold, he was leprous in his 
forehead, and they thruſt him out from thence; yea, 
himſelf haſted alſo to go out, becauſe the LoRD had 
ſmitten him. 

And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of 
his death, and dwelt in a ſeveral houſe, being a leper ; 
for he was cut off from the houſe of the LoR D: and 
Jotham his ſon was over the king's houſe, judging 
the people of the land. 

Now the reſt of the acts of Uzziah, firſt and laſt, 
did Iſaiah the prophet the ſon of Amoz write. 

So Uzziah flept with his fathers, and they buried 
him with his fathers in the field of the burial which 
belonged to the kings: for they ſaid, He is a leper. 
And Jotham his ſon reigned | in his ſtead. 


1 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The reign and character of Uzziah, bear ſo great a reſem- 
blance to thoſe of former kings, that it is needleſs to enlarge 
much upon them. He does not appear to have been at any 
time given to idolatrous practices, but to have grown careleſs in 
the diſcharge of his religious duties, after the death of Zecha- 
riah. Who this good man was, to whom the King was ſo 


much 
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much indebted, we are not told ; but ſome imagine he was the 
ſon of that Zechariah who was murdered by king Joaſh. 

Uzziah was the means of raiſing the kingdom of Judah, 
through the bleſling of Go, to ſuch a pitch of eminence as it 
had not known for a number of years; for he attended to 
every particular which conſtitutes the greatneſs of a nation, 
The only blemiſhin his character that we read of, was, the fin 
of invading the prieſt's office. This was a very preſumptuous 
act, which, we are told, proceeded from pride; and we find he 
was humbled in a moſt exemplary manner: he could no longer 
conteſt with the prieſts, for they had an undoubted right ts 
exclude all lepers from the congregation, and even from ſoci- 
ety. 

We underſtand, from ſome paſſages in ſcripture, that in the 
days of Uzziah there was a terrible earthquake (foretold by 
Amos two years before) a plague of locuſts, and a great 
drought, mixed with dreadiul flaſhes of fire, 


. 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH, 


HE viſion of Iſaiah the fon of Amoz, which he 
ſaw concerning Judah and Jeruſalem, 

Hear, O heavens; and give ear, O earth: for the 
LoxD hath ſpoken: I have nouriſhed and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled againſt me. 
The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſ- 
ter's crib: but Iſrael doth not know, my people doth 

not conſider. 


Ah 
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Ah ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
ſeed of evil doers, children that are corrupters: they 
have forſaken the LoRD; they have provoked the 
HoLy ONE or ISRAEL unto anger, they are gone 
away backward. 

Why ſhould we be ſtricken any more? ye will re- 
volt more and more: the whole head is fick, and the 
whole heart faint. | 

From the ſole of the foot even unto the head there 
is no ſoundneſs in it ; but wounds and bruiſes, and 
putrifying ſores; they have not been cloſed, neither 
bound up, neither mollified with ointment. 

Your country is deſolate, your cities are burned: 
with fire: your land, ſtrangers devour it in your pre- 
' ſence, and it is deſolate as overthrown by ſtrangers. 

And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a 
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a 
beſieged city. 

Except the Lox o of hoſts had left unto us a very 
ſmall remnant, we ſhould have been as Sodom, and 
we ſhould have been like unto Gomorrah 

Hear the Word of the Lox, ye rulers of Sodom; 
give ear unto the law of our Gop, ye people of Go- 
morrah : to what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſa- 
crifices unto me? faith the Lord : I am full of the 
burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beaſts; 
and I delight not in tae blood of bullocks, or of lambs, 
or of he goats. 

When ye come to appear before me, who hath re- 
quired this at your hand to tread my courts? Bring 

. no 
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no more vain oblations; incenſe is an ahominatior: 
unto me; the new moons and ſabbaths, the calling of 


_ aſſemblies I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 


ſolemn meeting. 

Your new moons and your appointed feaſts my 
ſoul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary 
to bear them. 

When ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear: your hands are full of blood. 

Waſh you, make you clean : put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; ecaſe to do evil; 
learn to do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſied, 
judge the fatherlefs, plead for the widow. 

Come now, and let us reaſon together, faith the 
LorD: though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow: though they be red as crimſon, 
they ſhall be as wool. | 

If ye be willing and obedicnt, ye ſhall eat the good 
of the land : but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be de- 
voured with the ſword : for the mouth of the Loxn 
hath ſpoken it. 

How is the faithful city become an harlot ! it was 
full of judgment: righteouſneſs lodged in it; but now 
murderers. 

Thy' filver is become droſs, thy wine mixed with 
water: thy princes are rebellious, and companions of 
thieves : every one loveth gifts, and followeth after re- 
wards : they judge not the fatherleſs, neither doth the 


Therefors 
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Therefore ſaith the LoR D, the Lord of hoſts, the 
mighty one of Iſrael, Ah, I will eaſe me of mine ad- 

verfaries, and avenge me of mine enemies. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Ifaiah began to propheſy in the reign of Uzziah.— The 
foregoing extract from his writings ſhews, that the people. of 
Judah, as well as thoſe of Iſracl, acted with great ingratitude 
to the Lokp, How aftectionate is this addreſs to them, like 
that of a tender father, endeavouring to reclaim a diſobedient 
child. It is ſuited not only to the people of Judah, but to 
all others, who arc guilty of the ſame crimes. 


8 E * $ & LXXVI. 


HE REIGN OF ZECHARIAH AND OF SHALLUM, 
KINGS OF ISRAEL. 


N the thirty and eighth year of Uzziah king of 

Judah, did Zechariah the ſon of Jeroboam reign 
over Iſrael in Samaria. 

And he did that which was evil in the ſight of the 
LoRD, as his fathers had done: he departed not 
from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who 
made Iſrael to fin. 

And Shallum the ſon of Tabeſh conſpired againſt 
him, and ſmote him before the people, and flew him, 
after he had reigned fix months, and reigned | in his 


ſtead, 


a 
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And the reſt of the acts of Zechariah, behold, 
they are written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Iſrael. 
This was the word of the Loxp, which he ſpake 
unto Jehu, ſaying, Thy ſons ſhall fit on the throne 


of Iſrael unto the fourth generation. And ſoit came 
to paſs, 


SHALLUM KING OF ISRAEL 


. Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh began to reign in the 
nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah, and 
he reigned a full month in Samaria. 

For Menahem the fon of Gadi went up from 
Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and ſmote Shallum 
the ſon of Jabeſh in Samaria, and flew him, and 
reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS AÄN Dp REFLECTIONS, 


It is ſuppoſed by learned authors, and is noted in the man- 
gins of our Bibles, that there was an interregnum (or ſpace 
of time when the nation was in a ſtate of anarchy and confu- 
fion, without any ſovereign) for eleven years (others ſay for 
twenty-two years): perhaps there were diſputes about the 
fucceſſion, and conſpiracies formed by different factions, till 
at length Zechariah the ſon of Jeroboam was eſtabliſhed ; by 
which the LokD's promiſe to Jehu, that his ſons /bould fit on 
the throne to the fourth generation, was fulfilled. 

We find, however, that Zechariah was a very impious 
prince, and therefore his reign was ſhort; for Go p permitted 
N ham. to be ſlain by one of his ſubjects, according to the pre- 

diction 
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diction of the prophet Amos, which he ſpake many years be- 
fore, as follows: I will riſe againſt the houſe of Jeroboam with 
' the ſword * 

8 was a wicked uſurper, as well as an idolator, and 
therefore Go p's judgment was in a very ſhort time ſent upon 
him; for he was ſuffered to fall by the hand of Menahem, 
Zecharials general, who was then beſieging Tirzah; on 


hearing what Shallum had done, Menahem marched to Sa- 


maria, defeated and flew him, under pretence of avenging 
the death of his ſovereign; but as it proved, to gratify his 
enn ambitious views. 


* Amos, vii. 9 
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OW the word of the LoxD came unto Jonah 


the ſon of Amittai, ſaying, Ariſe, go to Ni- 

neveh that great city, and cry againſt it; ; for their 
wickedneſs is come up before me. 

But Jonah roſe up to flee unto Tarſluſh from the 


preſence of the LorD, and went down to Joppa: 


and he found a ſhip going to Tarſhiſh : ſo he paid 
the fare thereof, and went down into it to go with 
them unto Tarſhiſh, from the preſence of the LoR D. 


But the LoxD ſent out a great wind into the ſea, 


and there was a mighty tempeſt in the ſea, ſo that the 
ſhip was like to be broken. 


Then 
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Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every 
man unto. his god, and caſt forth the wares that were 
in the ſhip into the ſea, to lighten it of them, but Jo- 
nah was gone down into the ſides of the ſhip ; and 
he lay, and was faſt aſleep. 

So the ſhip-maiter came to him, and ſaid unto * 
him, What meaneſt thou, O fleeper ? ariſe, call 
upon thy Gop, if io be that Gp w 1 think upon us 
that we periſh nor. 

And they faid evcry one to his fellow, Come, and 


let us caſt lots; that we may know tor whoſe cauſe 


this evil is upon us. So they caſt lots, and the lot 
fell upon Jonah. 

Then faid they unto him, Tell us, we pray tlice, 
for whoſe cauſe this evil is upon us: what is thine 
occupation? and whence comeſt thou? what is thy 
country? and of what people art thou? 

And he ſaid unto them, I am an Hebrew: and I 
fear the LorD the Gop of heav en, which hath made 
the ſea and the dry land. 

Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and ſaid 
unto him, Why haſt thou done this? for the men 
knew that he fled from the preſence of the Logp; 
becauſe he had told them. | 

Then faid they unto him, What ſhall we do unto 
thee, that the ſea may be calm-unto us ? for the ſea 
wrought and was tempeſtuous. 

And he ſaid unto them, Take me up, and caſt me 
forth into the ſea ; ſo ſhall the ſea be calm unto you 

tor 
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for I know that for my ſake this great tempeſt is upon 
you, | 

Nevertheleſs the men rowed hard to bring it to the 
land; but they could not: for the ſea wrought, and 
was tempeſtuous againſt them. 

Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and faid, 
We beſeech thee, O Lorp, we beſeech thee, let us 
not periſh for this man's life, and lay not upon us 
innocent blood: for thou, O Lon p, haſt done as it 
pleaſed thee. | 

So they took up Jonah and caſt him forth into 
the ſea : and the ſea ceaſed from her raging. 

Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and 
offered a ſacrifice unto the LoR D, and made vows. 

Now the LorD had prepared a great fiſh to ſwallow 
up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fiſh 
three days and three nights, 

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lox o his Gon out 
of the fith's belly. 

And the Lord ſpake unto the fiſh, and it vomited 
out Jonah upon the dry land, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLFCTIONS. 


NiNEVEH, the capital of the Aſſyrian empire, at the time 
Jonah was ſent thither, was one of the largeſt and moſt an- 
cient cities in the world; ſuppoſed to have been built not 
long after the Flood, and very ſoon after the tower of Babel, 
by Nimrod; but being afterwards greatly enlarged by Ni- 
nus, from him it received its name, It was ſituated upon 

| | | :-:the 
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the banks of the Tigris, and (according to learned authors) 
was in length about twenty-one miles, nine broad, and fifty- 
four round; it was ſurrounded with ſtately walls, and for- 
tified with lofty towers, and is thought to have contained fix 
hundred thouſand perſons. 

The excuſe which Jonah made for diſobeying the Divine 
command, and endeavouring to fly from the preſence of the 
Lokp, was, that he apprehended the SUPREME BEING 
would, through his infinite mercy and goodneſs, change his 
- purpoſe, and then his prophet's predictions would be re- 
garded as fictitious, and involve him in diſgrace, if not in 
deſtruction, It certainly was very ſinful in Jonah to think 
thus, as he might have been certain the Loxd would do 
what was right, and that, however he dealt with the Nine- 
vites, he would protect his prophet. It pleaſed the Lorp, 
therefore, to inflict ſuch a puniſhment, as ſhould convince 
Jonah of his error, ſtrengthen his faith, and give him credit 
with the world, who would be ready to liſten to one that had 
been ſo wonderfully preſerved. 

Whether the fiſh which ſwallowed up Jonah was a whale 
or not, is uncertain, Many travellers deſcribe ſome of this 
ſpecies, which they had feen, ſufficiently large to ſwallow a 
man; and inform us of various ſea-monſters beſide, of moſt 
enormous ſize. Jonah's ſituation in the belly of the fiſh, 
muſt have been very dreadful. The relation of his being 
kept alive in ſuch a place, would be perfectly incredible, if 
we endeavoured to account for it in a natural way; but if 
we impute it to the miraculous power of GoD, it is no longer 
ſo: for as we are able, with our limited capacities, to apply 

the creatures to our uſe in ſuch a variety of ways, it cannot 
be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the GREAT CREATOR can 
do with them wharſoewver ſeemeth good in his fight. Thoſe 
infidels, who diſbelieve the Scriptures, turn ſuch relations 
| as 
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as this into ridicule; but we ſhall do well in avoiding the 
ſociety of ſuch impious perſons. Let ws read theſe edify- 


ing hiſtories with attention, and learn from them to reve. 
rence the SUPREME BEING. 


Exb or THE Tulip VOLUME, 


